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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will conme to order, nenbers find their
pl aces, staff find their places. 1'd ask
everyone in the chanber to rise and join nme in
sayi ng the Pl edge of Allegiance, and pl ease
remai n standing for the invocation.

(The assenbl age repeated the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

We're very pleased to be joined
today by the Reverend Dr. Ernest Drake who is
the pastor of the Metropolitan New Testanment
M ssionary Baptist Church in Al bany.

Reverend Drake, for the
i nvocat i on.

REVEREND ERNEST DRAKE: If we
coul d bow our heads. O Maker and Creator of
our universe, please provide guidance for our
| egi sl ators as they neet and del i berate nmjor
i ssues affecting the lives of all of our 18
mllion citizens of our great Enpire State.

Bl ess each | egi slator one by one and give them
the desire of their own heart, as we ask these
bl essings. In H's nanme, we pray. Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Readi ng
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of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senate,
Tuesday, March 24th. The Senate met pursuant
to adj ournnment, Senator Kuhl in the Chair upon
desi gnation of the Tenporary President. The
Jour nal of Monday, March 23rd, was read and
approved. On notion, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Heari ng

no objection, the Journal stands approved as

read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages fromthe Governor
Reports of standing
commttees. The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Kuhl,
fromthe Comrittee on Agriculture, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 473, by Senator
Larkin, an act to anmend the Agriculture and
Mar kets Law;

4184, by Senator Kuhl, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law,

4225, by Senator Kuhl, an act

to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law,
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5546, by Senator Kuhl, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law,

6018, by Senator Kuhl, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law,

6160, by Senator Kuhl, an act
to anend Chapter 182 of the Laws of 1993;

6189, by Senator Present, an
act to anmend the Agriculture and Markets Law,
and

6332, by Senator Kuhl, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

Al bills ordered direct for
third reading.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Al
bills ordered directly to third readi ng.

Reports of select commttees.

Motions and resol utions.
Secretary will read substitutions.

THE SECRETARY: On page 24,
Senat or Hannon noves to di scharge fromthe
Committee on Local Governnent, Assenbly Bill
Nunber 20-A, and substitute it for the
identical Third Readi ng Cal endar 478.

And on page 25, Senator Goodnan

noves to discharge fromthe Committee on
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I nvestigations, Taxation and Gover nnent
Operations, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7096 and
substitute it for the identical Third Reading
Cal endar 484.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Substitutions are ordered.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President, | am honored and
proud to wel cone to this chanmber our newest
menber, who will be added to the Republican
Conference as a result of the election that
took place last night. He is here certified,
prepared to vote. W will do something on
Monday that will be a little nore fornal.
Charles, will be Senator Charles "Chuck"
Fuschi |l | o.

( Appl ause)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNO: M. President,
can we at this tinme call a Finance Committee

neeting in Room 332.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Senate
Fi nance Comm ttee, imredi ate neeting of the
Senate Finance Committee in the Majority
Conf erence Room Room 332.

Senator Farley, why do you
rise?

SENATOR FARLEY: There wil|l
al so be a neeting of the Banks Comm ttee
i medi ately follow ng the Finance Conmittee in
Room 332. Banks conmttee will be neeting in
332 inmedi ately follow ng Finance.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
| medi ate neeting of the Banks Conmittee
foll owi ng Finance Comrittee neeting in the
Maj ority Conference Room Room 332.

Senat or Skel os, we have one
privileged resolution at the desk.

Have a little order in the
chanber, please. Menbers please take their
pl aces, staff take their places. |If you need
to have a conversation, please take it out of
t he chanber. W have sone business to
conduct .

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
| believe there's a privileged resolution at
t he desk, sponsored by yourself. My we have
the title read and nove for its inmediate
adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Kuhl , Legi sl ative Resol ution 2972,
congratul ati ng the Jasper-Troupsburg Juni or
Seni or Hi gh School Boys' Basketball Team on
wi nni ng the New York State Public H gh Schoo
Athletic Association Section V, Class DD Title
and on conpeting in the Cass D Sem -Final s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Question is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed nay.

(There was no response. )

The resolution is adopted.

Senat or Skel os, that brings us
to the cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
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just as a rem nder, | believe the Finance
Committee neeting is taking place now in the
Majority Conference Room Then there will be
a nmeeting of the Banks Conmittee, and |
bel i eve Senator Nozzolio has an announcenent
al so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Nozzol i o.

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Thank you,
M. President.

There will be a neeting of the
Committee on Crime Victins, Crine and
Corrections in the Majority Conference Room
i mredi ately following the Conmm ttee on Banks.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
at this time if we could take up the
non-controversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the non-controversia
cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
35, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 2145, an
act to anmend the Banking Law, in relation to
noney transmtters.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
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Thi s act shall

the roll.
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read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6.
take effect on the 90t h day.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal

(The Secretary called the

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 47.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

71, by Senator Saland, Senate Print 3455, an
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act to amend the Famly Court Act, in relation
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of | aw guardi ans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal

(The Secretary called the

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 47.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
193, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 1983-B,
an act to anmend the Donmestic Relations Law, in
relation to any action or proceedi ng involving
custody of a child.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
This act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal

the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
227, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 522, an
act to amend the Penal Law, in relation to
consecutive ternms of inprisonnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
This act shall take effect on the first day of

November .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal

the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
235, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 5950, an
act to amend the Penal Law, in relation to
consecutive sentences and the cal cul ation of
sent ences.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3.

This act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: That
happens to be Senator Bal boni's first piece of

| egi slation that's passed this house.
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Congratul ati ons, Senator.

( Appl ause)

Secretary will continue to
read.

The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
440, by Senator Stafford, Senate Print 6484-A,
an act to amend Chapter 303 of the Laws of
1988, relating to the extension of a state
conmi ssi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3.
This act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal

the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
483, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 6584-A,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law, in

relation to authorizing paynent.
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SENATOR PATERSON:. Lay asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

Senat or Skel os, that conpl etes
the readi ng of the non-controversia
cal endar.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
if we could call up the -- why don't we -- is
t here any housekeeping at the desk? Then why
don't we stand at ease because | believe
Senat or Gol d had questions to ask Senator
Mazi ar z.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senate
w |l stand at ease for a few nonments.

(The Senate stood at ease from
11:21 to 11:24 a.m)

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Let the
record show that, although Senator Gold was
not here, | was, prepared to explain mnmy bil
to the rest of the chanber, all right?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senate
will cone to order. Menbers find their seats,
staff find their places.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
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I know the Finance Commttee is over and just
a rem nder, the Conmttee on Banks is going to
nmeet, then Senator Nozzolio's conmttee, but
at this tinme if we could return to reports of
standi ng comm ttees and have the report of the
Fi nance Conmittee read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: W& wil |
return to the order of reports of standing
commttees. Secretary will read the report of
the Finance Conmittee at the desk.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stafford, fromthe Comm ttee on Finance,
reports the following bills:

6097-B, Budget Bill, an act to
amend the Corrections Law and the Crim nal
Procedure Law, in relation to reinbursing
| ocalities;

6100- A, Budget Bill, an act
maki ng appropriation for the support of
government (Legislature and Judiciary Budget);
and

6105- B Budget Bill, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment (Education, Labor and Famly

Assi st ance Budget.)
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Al bills ordered direct for
third reading.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Al
bills are ordered directly to third readi ng.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: |If we could
return to the controversial cal endar and cal
up Senator Maziarz' bill Cal endar Nunber 483.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read Cal endar Nunmber 483 on the
controversial cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
483, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 6584-A,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law, in
relation to authorizing paynent.

SENATOR GOLD: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Mazi arz, an explanation has been requested by
Senat or Col d.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ:  Thank you
very much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Excuse
me, Senator Maziarz. Before you enter into
the debate here, if we mght have the nenbers

pl ease take your seats, please take the
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conversations, if there are conversations, out
of the chanber

SENATOR MAZI ARZ:  Thank you,
M. President.

The bill before us today
aut hori zes paynent through the state's
Medi cai d program for Medicare Part B prem ums
for Medicare beneficiaries whose inconme falls
bet ween 120 percent and 135 percent of the
federal poverty level, and to pay a portion of
the premum for beneficiaries with incones
bet ween 135 percent and 175 percent of the
federal poverty |evel.

The federal governnent
aut hori zed rei nbursenent of the prem um for
t he af orenenti oned i nconme groups through the
federal Bal anced Budget Act of 1997 for a
period of five years. This Senate bill would
aut hori ze rei nmbursenents to qualified Medicare
beneficiaries retroactive to January 1, 1998
and woul d sunset Decenber 31 in the year
2002.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
ol d.

SENATOR GOLD: Yeah. WII the
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gentleman yield to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Mazi arz, do you yield.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Certainly,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD: Senator, how
does it work if sonebody becones eligible for
rei nbursenent or not reinbursenent?

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: It al
depends upon the incone of the individual,
Senator. A person with an inconme -- an
i ndi vidual with an inconme between $815 and
$918 a nonth, and for couples with an incone
bet ween 1095 and $1233 per nonth woul d be
el i gi bl e Senat or.

SENATOR GOLD:  All right.
Senator -- if the Senator would yield?

Senator, you said -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Mazi ar z.

SENATOR GOLD: You expl ai ned
t hat -

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: | will, M.
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Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
continues to yield.

SENATOR GOLD: Yeah, you
expl ai ned that in the first go-round. What's
troubling me, and I mght as well get right to
it, inthe bill nmeno where it says "budget
inmplications" it says, the line, "These are
not entitlenent groups. Therefore, upon
depl etion of the designated federal allotnent
for the year, New York State will term nate
enroll ment in these prograns.”

That | anguage concerns ne.
was just curious how it works. In other
words, are we going to be giving this to
people on a first cone first served basis or
is there sone basis by which it's determ ned
who gets or who doesn't get?

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Yes, it's a
first conme first served basis until the
federal funds are depl eted.

SENATOR GOLD: And is there any
programto alert people to the fact that this
is avail able, or how do people find out about

it to beconme the first, for exanple, or to get
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in early?

SENATOR MAZI ARZ:  Well, | would
think that would be up to the nenbers of the
Legi slature, the Departnment of Health, | know
that the executive branch is going to be
havi ng an outreach program Senator. | think
it's either publicity churned out by people
i ke yourself, who are very good at doing
things like that, and nyself who is not very
good at doing things |like that, Senator, but
I"mgoing to get better watching you.

SENATOR GOLD: Wl |, Senator,
| ast question. Do you have any idea how many
peopl e who are eligible will be able to get
t hese benefits versus people that will get
shut out because of the cutoff?

SENATOR MAZI ARZ:  It's ny
under st andi ng, Senator, that there are
approxi mately 122,000 individuals eligible for
the full reinbursement and 288, 000 woul d
qualify for the partial reinbursenent.

SENATOR GOLD:  well, |
appreciate that, and -- but what I'mtrying to
find out, Senator, and if you don't knowit's

not going to change ny vote. | appreciate
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very much your answering the questions, but do
you have any idea, if everybody that's
eligible applied, would they all be able to be
covered, or is there going to be a cutoff?

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: | didn't hear
the | ast part of your question.

SENATOR GOLD:  Yeah. What |'m
curious about, Senator, and obviously I'm
goi ng to support the bill because whoever gets
help is going to get help, but what |'m
curious about is, if everybody who is eligible
gets their application, is there enough noney
for all of these people or howis it
determined who is going to get the benefit and
who is not? That's all I'mreally asking.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: As we stated,
it would be on a first cone first served
basis. |I'mnot sure if there would be enough
noney to cover all of that 122- or 288, 000.

SENATOR GOLD:  All right.
Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Any
ot her Senator wi shing to speak on the bill?

Heari ng none, the Secretary
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will read the |ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
This act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal

the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
bill is passed.

Senator Velella, that conpletes
the reading of the controversial cal endar.
What' s your pl easure?

SENATOR VELELLA: M.
President, can we call up Senate Bill 6097-B,
and have the bill read. Senator Stafford wll
be here in a nonent.

SENATOR STAFFCORD:  Senator, we
are here; we're here.

SENATOR VELELLA: M.
President, while we're getting that bill, |
want to rem nd the nmenbers that the Banks
Committee neeting is -

SENATOR FARLEY: -- over.

SENATOR VELELLA: -- just
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finished, and the Crime and Correction -
Crime Victins, Crine and Corrections Conmittee
will be neeting nonmentarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: For the
benefit of the nenbers, the Banks Conmittee
neeti ng has concluded. The neeting of the
Crime Victins, Crine and Corrections Conmittee
is now taking place in the Majority Conference
Room Room 332.

Secretary will read Cal endar
Nunber 490, which is Senate Print 6097-B

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
490, Budget Bill, Senate Print 6097-B, an act
to anend the Correction Law and the Crim nal
Procedure Law, in relation to reinbursing
| ocalities.

SENATOR PATERSON:

Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford, an explanation of Senate 6097-B has
been requested by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR STAFFCORD: Thank you.

M. President, this is known as
the "language bill" and it is subdivided into

nine separate parts. The first five parts (a)
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through (e), contain statutory provisions
necessary to inplenent the Senate's budget
plan. Parts (f) through (i) contain the
| anguage bill provisions which direct the
al | ocations of appropriations contained in the
budget bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford -- Senator Stafford, may | interrupt
you. | apologize for the interruption, but
there is one awful |ot of noise in the chanber
and | don't know how those, particularly those
who asked for the explanation, could even hear
you, particularly when they're talking. So
could we have a little quiet in the room
pl ease.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Thank you,
M. President, and you just interrupted ne at
the right tinme because | was just conpl eted.

SENATOR GOLD: M. President.

SENATOR VELELLA: Expl anation
satisfactory.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Col d.

SENATOR GOLD: Thank you, M.

President, and |I recogni ze you too.
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This is the | anguage bill, is
that correct?

M. President, this |anguage
bill -- would Senator Stafford yield to one
guesti on?

SENATOR STAFFORD: | will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford, do you yield? Senator Stafford
yi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD: Yeah, this is
the | anguage bill that fits in with the
Republ i can budget whi ch was voted upon, |
bel i eve on Monday, and then we're voting on -
this is not -- so, in other words, Senator, if
we pass a budget which is really agreed upon
bet ween the two houses and the CGovernor, |
assume there would have to be either
amendnents to this or a new |l anguage bill, is
that correct or am|l incorrect?

SENATOR STAFFORD: \el |,
Senator, as |'ve always pointed out, either
coincidentally or not coincidentally, you and
I, some woul d say have come up through the
ranks and ot hers would say we haven't cone up

t hrough anything. You and | know that we've
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been here | ong enough and we're here. W'l
| eave it at that.

SENATOR GOLD: The answer is
very satis... no, no.

SENATOR STAFFORD: And you
nmenti oned the type of budget it is. | would
say that, you know, it is a budget that we are
proposi ng and that your assunption is
correct.

SENATOR GOLD: M. President,
with nmy gratitude to the Senator, no further
guesti ons.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Any

ot her Senator wi shing to speak on the bill?

Secretary will read the |ast
secti on.

SENATOR GOLD:  Ch, hold it one
second.

Ch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
ol d.

SENATOR GOLD: (Good to see
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: It's
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nice of you to rise again.

SENATOR GOLD: (Good to see
you.

M. President, | believe
there's an anmendnent at the desk which I've
offered up, and I have a note fromthe desk

that they'd like ne to offer it so they can

get rid of it. | would ask that the anendnent
be offered at this point. | waive its reading
and opportunity -- ask for an opportunity to

explain it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is at the desk, Senator Gold. Your
request for perm ssion to have the reading
wai ved is granted, and you now have the fl oor
for the opportunity of explaining the
amendnent .

SENATOR GOLD: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President, there has been
some di scussi on about how rmuch noney we have
or don't have, and this year as we did the
| ast few years, we went through this farce of
havi ng an open neeti ng where peopl e gave their

budget estinates and we passed a | aw that says
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we've got to agree on what the estimate is
and, of course, we didn't do it, and all of
our geniuses on all sides of the aisles are
hundreds of mllions or billions apart at any
one time, but at any rate, this amendnment
really zeroes in on a problemw thout hurting
anybody or enbarrassi ng anybody.

The Mpjority in this house has
told us that there is a certain anount of
noney available to do a budget, and what ny
anmendnent says is, gentlenen and |lady, if you
are wong and there is extra nobney, we can now
take care of a very significant problem and
that is the problemof the schools, repairing
schools and the problenms we have with the
physi cal plants of our schools, and this
amendment woul d create a | ock box and if there
is nore noney than we all say there is in
doi ng our budget, then that noney woul d go
into the |l ock box. There would be an
appropriation, dependi ng upon the various
anounts that people get in their districts as
school aid, and that noney woul d be avail abl e
for school repairs, construction, et cetera.

Now, | don't have to tell -
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certainly don't have to tell Senator Padavan
and Senator Ml tese and Senator Goodman and ny
col | eagues from New York City the desperate
need for this noney. | think it was |ast week
there were at least, | believe, two incidents
of bricks falling off of schools, and I
believe in one situation there was a death of
a child, in another situation sone serious
damage, and it is a problemthat's got to be
dealt with.

Last year we tried to get the
peopl e to approve one nethod of funding this
wor k, and the people said they didn't want to
do it, and God bl ess the people, we're -
we're their servants, and we've got to find
anot her way and this seens to be a painless
way.

It says to the Republican
Majority in this house, and it says to the
worl d, you're presenting a budget. That
budget is based upon your estimate of what the
revenues are. |If you are wong, we will not
touch what you have offered. The noney that
you have spent goes where you want it to be

spent, but if you are wong and there is extra
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noney, let us put it in the box, let us get it
around the state and |l et us do what we need to
do for the safety of our own children.

Thank you, M. President. |
nove the anendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Any
ot her menber w shing to speak on the
amendnment ?

Heari ng none, the question is
on the anmendnent. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

SENATOR LARKIN: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the -- call the roll
Excuse ne.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line vote, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23, nays
35, party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
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amendnent fails.

Senat or Dol Ii nger, why do you
rise.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, will the sponsor yield to just a
coupl e qui ck questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford yields.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: | got
t hrough about 50 pages, Senator Stafford,
reading as quickly as | could. On page 45,
line 44, it tal ks about traditional and
fl exi bl e school years. Are we changing the
school year, the public school year in New
York State in this | anguage?

SENATOR STAFFORD:  No.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Do you know
what we're doing with the flex... why the term
"fl exible school year" is mentioned in the
budget? Could you tell ne what we're doing to
change to a flexible school year?

SENATOR STAFFORD: The answer

-- | think your question is very, very well
taken and many of us in various areas of the

state are very, very concerned w th changing
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the school year and, as a matter of fact,
there are others that argue that there are
good reasons. | talked to our people at

| ength concerning this issue, and as a matter
of fact, to the best of my recollection, what
this does do is give sone of the districts,
especially New York City, the option to really
revi ew and possi bly experinent with changi ng
sone of the -- sone of the cal endars.

| would say to you that this
will give us an opportunity to see if this
really is sonmething that will be hel pful. |
share the concern of changing the overal
cal endar nysel f, changi ng the school year,
because | selfishly amvery concerned about
it.

On the other hand, | don't
think we should stop the experinmentation and
let themreally see if it is necessary.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Again
t hrough you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford, do you continue to yield? Senator
continues to yield.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | know this
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matter has been tal ked about but do you know
whet her this has actually gone through the
Education Committee, the question of creating
a flexible school cal endar that would all ow
the city of New York or others -

SENATOR STAFFORD: | know it's
something -- | know again, your question as
always is very well taken, and you're getting
to the heart of the procedure of our house and
| understand that, and in which you're
entirely conpetent to do so, but I would share
with you as one who's been here in the house,
this is an issue that has been discussed,
revi ewed and di scussed by the educationa
establishnment, by those on the commttee, by
those who are interested in education and, of
course, it has now cone to being included. It
is as an experinment. Wether that actual
specific itemwas voted on by the conmttee, |
see your point, but | assure you that it's
sonmet hing that's been out there and has been

-- as a matter of fact, for those who don't
agree with you and nme, who think that naybe
this is sonmething we should really nove

toward, they think it's been discussed,
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revi ewed, and too nuch.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Again
t hrough you, M. President, if Senator
Stafford woul d yield.

SENATOR STAFFORD:  Sure.

SENATOR GOLD: Just one fina
guestion. Does this |anguage bill give them
the authority to inplenment a flexible schoo
cal endar, or does it sinply give themthe
authority to study? Is it a study bill or is
it an authority bill?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Well, | hear
you. It's an option. | think it's understood
that it's nore of an experinment and what we're
doi ng, and again, |I'mas concerned about
changi ng the cal endar as anyone. All you have
to do is look at ny district, where it is, but
what we're doing, they're going to be able to
experiment and study this and they won't | ose
school aid if they do.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: O K

SENATOR STAFFORD: That's
really what it's for.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Thank you

for that clarification.
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Just one other series of
qguestions, and again | got only through the
first 55 pages. |If Senator Stafford would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford, do you continue to yield? Senator
continues to yield.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Referencing
pages 53 through 55 which tal ks about the
rel ati onshi p between boards of education and
the Dormitory Authority, does this |anguage
bill allow a board of education to use the
Dormtory Authority to bond and borrow funds
for capital construction for school buildings?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Yes, and
again | think this is something that's worthy
of di scussion here on the floor, because |
for one, have been one who has argued that we
shoul d be using the Dormtory Authority rather
than creating new entities, new facilities, so
to speak.

| think the Dormitory Authority
in the adm nistrations that | have been here
and that's one, two, three, four, five, six -

A VA CE: Decades.
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SENATOR STAFFORD: That's
right, decades -

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | was goi ng
to say decades.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Not decades,
no, adm nistrations. You have to hal ve that
as far as decades, but | think the Dormitory
Aut hority has done well, and | think it's a
good -- good agency, and | think it nmakes
sense to have them here and to save noney,
which | think is good.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Again
t hrough you, M. President, if Senator
Stafford will yield, and I knowthis is a
budget bill, but and again |'ve only been
through the first 50 pages, but this again is
an issue that has been a subject of
di scussion, but | don't know that it's
actual ly been reviewed and that we've got a
bill fromthe Education Committee or fromthe
H gher Education Comm ttee about this topic.

My question is, does this
change the bi dding procedure that a schoo
di strict would use, and specifically does it

allow a school district to avoid the Wcks Law
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in the inmposition of school contracting?

SENATOR STAFFORD: First, | -
all at once, a light went on, and | do have to
point this out, that when you said it hadn't
been considered by the commttee, the issue
that we just discussed has been passed two
years in a row through the Education Conmittee
in this house, so | think that should be
poi nt ed out.

Finally, with the Wcks Law it
woul d be exenpt, as you know, because the
Dormtory Authority is exenpt fromthe Wcks
Law.

SENATOR DOLLINGER  So in
essence this would all ow public boards of
education to do their reconstruction, their
capital projects, through the Dormtory
Aut hority and avoid the restrictions of the
W cks Law?

SENATOR STAFFORD: The
Dormtory Authority is exenpt fromthe Wcks
Law.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: O K
Through you, M. President, | appreciate the

chai rman of the Finance Conmittee. Just on
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the bill, briefly.

SENATOR STAFFORD:  Sure.

SENATOR DOLLINGER This is the

-- | won't say the danger of the current

budget process, but this is clearly one of its
tenptations is that | understand that this is
a big bill. This is making policy choices,
very significant policy choices, in critica
areas and |'ve just been through the education
part, reading enornously quickly, speed
reading as fast as | coul d.

W' re al ready doing two
things. W're creating a flexible schoo
cal endar option for sonme school districts
whi ch woul d all ow themto inpose conpul sory
attendance on students in July and August.
Very inportant issue. Maybe critical,
understand the difficulties in the city of New
York, the idea of the year round educati on,
all age, an inportant educational issue for
this state; but here we are on the floor of
this Senate doing a bill that has -- oh, |
don't know, 600 pages of material attached to
it and we're about to go into a commtnent for

a flexible school year, something that | think
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we ought to debate in greater detail on the

fl oor of this house, even though | know while
Senat or Cook and the Education Comm ttee has
been thinking about this issue, they' ve had
conversations but certainly it's never cone to
the attention of ne as a nmenber of this

house. |'mnot a nenber of the Education
Committee, but we're already goi ng down that
road in a huge bill with, the best | can tel
fromthis Senator's, perspective 20 m nutes of
aggressive reading through the bill.

That is an enornous change in
state policy, one that | think we should | ook
at apart fromthe context of a huge budget
bill.

The second policy change that |
found, and agai n through quick reading, is
we're now going to change the relationship
between the Dormitory Authority and | oca
boards of education, again an issue that is
not new in the sense it hasn't been di scussed
by ot hers, but nonetheless we're doing it in
the context of this budget. W' re now going
to all ow public boards of education to avoid

the strictures of the Wcks Law by doing it
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through the Dormitory Authority -- a
signi ficant change in public policy
acconplished in the context of this budget
with what | anticipate will be little or no
debate on the floor of this chanber.
| would | ove to hear the
enl i ghteni ng argunments about why we're doing
this, and the pros and cons, and have this
i ssue debated in total if these were free
standing bills. Instead, it's all wapped in
this grand conpronise or this grand attenpt at
| egi sl ating quickly, so that we can neet our
budget deadl i ne.
These i ssues shoul d be debated

here on the floor in separate debates, and I
-- 1 think I've indicated to the chairman of
Finance that I'll vote against this bill. M
fear is that this bill is |oaded with policy
changes |ike that, over which no one in this
chanber other than nmenbers of the staff, and
God bl ess them they've worked very hard to
put it together, but the staff nay know a | ot
about what's in here that's changi ng public
policy but | doubt that the nmenbers of this
body know that, and I would sinply Iike
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everybody to have the tinme to read through it
in greater detail and naybe better understand
what we're doing -- creating a flexible schoo
year, changing the relationship between |oca
boards of education and the Dormitory, and the
i npact of the Wcks Law, two significant
policy changes in the first 50 pages.

| don't doubt there are |lots of
ot her conplicated changes in public policy
included in this budget that won't even be
tal ked about today and that nay surprise us
when we finally find out what we voted on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St af f or d.

SENATOR STAFFORD: M.
President, Senator Dollinger and I this year,
we're setting an exanple of the epitone of
collegiality, and we find that we get a | ot
nore done that way.

| want to say that, when we
passed the budget bills [ast week, | want to
make it very clear that no one criticized it,
so | got thinking about, | kind of criticized
nysel f, because | tend to say too little, when

it cones to bills in debate, and -- but |'ve
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been here 33 years, and |'ve | earned that what
| learned when | cane down here in 1956 and
1957 -- | was a junior in college in '56 and a
senior in '57.

Most of the work and the really
substance that goes into this with the various
conmittees, various nenbers, various staff
nmenbers, various people involved who have

interest in legislation. You find that nost

of the work is done -- | hate to use this
term but it's true -- it's done off the
floor. | mean it just is; it is. Wen it

comes to these bills, and your point is well
taken, | think we've got to continue to make
sure that we do things in the |ight of day,
and wi t hout being argunentative, | would point
out, for instance -- for instance, we've taken
the provision that was in the Governor's
Article -- the Governor's Article VIl bil
since January, and that was the itemwth the
-- | wanted to make sure they were both
there, in the Dormtory Authority provisions
and in the flexible school year, so that's
been in front of us for three nonths. Now,

three nonths, sonme days have 31 days, others
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have 30, but if we multiply just say 30 days,
that neans that it's been in front of us for
90 days.

Now, the only reason | say
this, when the bills conme out, we can all say
there's a lot here and, wait a m nute, have
we -- |I'mnot saying there aren't exceptions,
I think we have to guard against it, but I
want to point out that after the years |I've
been here, when the | egislation passes, for
the nost part and al nost always it's issues -
it involves issues that have been considered,
been debated, been reviewed, in other words
they' ve been there, and this legislation is no
different.

I will not say that we don't
have to be careful, that we just don't put
sonmet hing out that's never been consi dered,
but to the -- to conplinment the |l eadership in
bot h houses and to conplinent the Governor, ny
friends, and you know you get so sick of
heari ng, GCh, you should have seen the way it
was the old ways, | know we get fed up with
that. W cannot have it any nore where we

just pass things that have never been
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consi dered, because the first thing you know
there'd be nore than one or two of us standing
up.

Now, do we have to nmake sure
that we have itens, that we have consi deration
of issues that have matured, that have been
reviewed? Yes, and | will stand here and say
that those are two issues that have been out
there and, interestingly enough, you have
peopl e on both sides of this issue and there
are many of themwho feel it's been considered
too |l ong, you know, and now we finally got
something in witing which I think has been,
New York City have an interest there, and
rightfully so. They want to really | ook at
this and see if they can do sonething with the
fl exi bl e school year, and | have said for
years, well, I'"mvery concerned about it, but
| don't think we should be blocking it, and I

think this is again just putting it out

t here.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President. If | could, M. President, just
briefly.

| agree with Senator Stafford.
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| don't so nuch critique the process. |
under stand t he conprom se necessary to get
this -- and that this, because it's a | anguage
bill, has lots of details in it, and ideas in
it, proposals that may cone fromthe
Governor's budget and certainly the concept of
compul sory education in July and August is not
new. It's just never been specifically
debated on the floor, that | recall, and the
same thing is true with the Dormtory issue
and the school districts, and |'mjust
suggesting that | understand the political and
ot her needs to get this done in a big package
and to put other things on it so that the
snowbal | has everything, a concept for |ots of
peopl e to make a conprom se work. | don't
criticize that, Senator Stafford. |'mjust -
| want to nake sure that | know what |'m
voting on, and seeing those two issues just
suggest to nme that there are a | ot of other
changes in here as well that further we could
find.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is

there any other Senator wi shing to speak on
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this bill?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Last
section, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary -- Senator Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President, | believe, recognize Senator
Lachman. We have anot her amendnent at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Lachman.

SENATOR LACHVAN: Thank you,
M. President.

These anmendnents that | will be
di scussi ng shoul d not be considered as hostile
amendnents. They're not so hostile, because |
consi der themto be enhancenent anmendnents.
consi der themto be enhancenent anmendnents
because they enhance the possibility of
children to |l earn and the possibility of
teachers to teach, and these enhancenent
amendnent s provi de enhancenents in education,
not only for the children of the city that I
attend, that | live in and represent, but also

for the Big Five cities. Let ne take them one
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at atinmeif | my, M. President. OK

The first anendnent deal s
wth -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  You
woul d need to address -- Senator Lachman.

SENATOR LACHVAN: -- teacher
support aid.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Al
right. You' re asking -- you're offering that
anmendnent up, asking -

SENATOR LACHVAN: |'moffering
t hat anmendnent now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  And
asking that the reading of it be waived and
that you be afforded an opportunity to explain
it.

SENATOR LACHVAN: |' m aski ng
that the reading for this amendnment be wai ved
and that | nmay be permtted to speak on the
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Readi ng
of the amendnent is waived. You now have the
floor for the purpose of explaining the
amendnent .

SENATOR LACHVAN: O K. This
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amendnent supplies greater funding to teacher
support aid that is currently supplied, and it
supplies this aid in a way that enhances the
| earni ng of students, and it does not limt
this enhancenent to New York City as the
Assenbly bill does. It increases the
enhancenent to the Big Five, Buffalo,
Rochest er, Syracuse, Yonkers and New York
City, and they conprise -- their students
conprise 42 percent of all public schoo
students in the state of New York.

Now, the New York State
Educati on Departnment figures show a
di screpancy between the pupil-teacher ratio,
the nedi an teacher salary and the teacher
turnover rate fromthe Big Five urban areas as
against -- in conparison to the rural areas
and to the non-urban suburban areas in New
Yor k.

The Big Five should stand
together, and that is Buffal o, Rochester,
Syracuse, Yonkers and New York City, but they
shoul d not stand together against the rest of
New York. They should stand together with the

rest of New York. As | earlier this week
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enphasi zed in supporting the barn and farm
amendnent that was introduced by Senator
Hof f mann, we are one state, and if you find a
pupi | -teacher ratio in New York City and the
large city districts, the Big Five, of about
15 percent and districts excluding the Big
Five of 14 percent, if you have sal ary
di screpancies of 3- to $4,000 a year and if
you have teacher turnover rates that are
doubl e what they should be in other parts of
the state, then we know we have a serious
probl em

Now, NYSUT, the New York State
Uni ted Teachers, and the UFT claimthat the
teacher support aid, if it is not reinstated,
the teachers in New York City and other cities
woul d | ose thousands of dollars each. The Big
Fi ve school districts and New York City need
teacher support aid in order to conpete with
the higher salaries offered in nearby suburban
districts. The Big Five districts, again
Buf f al o, Rochester, Syracuse, Yonkers and New
York City, because they have this conpetition,
thi s higher turnover of teachers and | ower

sal ari es and poor working conditions, are in

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2120

need of this amendnment which would increase

t eacher support aid by the tune of $10, 800, 000
and | urge the adoption of this amendnment at
this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Any
ot her menber w shing to speak on the
amendnment ?

The question -- Senator
St avi sky, on the anendnent.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M.
President, I'mgoing to conment on the higher
education inplication of this anmendnment, and
wai ve the readi ng and request the opportunity
to explain it.

W are a single state, and |
recogni ze that, and that's why this deals with
a restoration of funds to conpensate for the
cuts that are in the Governor's budget for
CUNY and SUNY, and we are suggesting that the
restorations take place in the reduction of
tuition by $250 in each instance.

More about this when ny
anmendnent cones up. | thought it was all part
of a single amendnment, so | will defer ny

comment now.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son, why do you rise?

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President, why don't we vote on the anendnent
that is on the floor and then nove to the next
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Question is on the amendnment of fered by
Senat or Lachman. All those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

SENATOR LARKIN. Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will call the roll, record the party
i ne votes and announce the results.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25, nays
35, party vote.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
Presi dent .

SENATOR LACHVAN: M.
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President, | have anot her amendnent dealing
with teacher centers. 1'd like to have the
readi ng wai ved so that | may speak on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Lachman, the reading of your second anendnent
is wai ved, and you're now afforded the
opportunity to explain the amendnent.

SENATOR LACHVAN: Thank you. |
have read many studies dealing with the
i mprovenent of education via the changes in
t he governance of education, and they have
m xed results. Studies that | have read
dealing with teacher centers and how this
i nproves education in elenentary and secondary
education, are universally positive. Teacher
centers do provide a positive inpact upon the
| earni ng experience of children in the public
school s of New York State.

My second anendnent provi des an
additional $10 million to teacher resource and
conmputer training centers for the com ng
school year. Teacher centers are not new.
They have been around for at |east a decade,
and they are designed and they are operated

and run by teachers and provi de useful
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training and skills devel opment. They have
pl ayed a najor role, M. President, in taking
a nunber of the SURR schools off the |ist of
New York City. This is what | consider
anot her educati on enhancenent anendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

St avi sky, on the anendnent, did you wish to

speak now?

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER©  He has an
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Oppenhei ner .

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Thank
you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: On the
amendnent .

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Yes, on
t he anendnent .

| just want to speak on behal f
of teacher centers which are so vital to at
| east education certainly in ny area, and |
woul d assune around the whole state.

Teaching tends to be an
i sol ati ng experience. A teacher normally is

in a single classroomnost of the day and
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doesn't have much opportunity to comunicate
with other teachers. The teacher center
of fers that opportunity. The teacher center
al so offers the opportunity to enhance
skills. The fact is that many of ny teachers
say that some of their children in their
cl asses coul d teach them about the -- how the
conmput er works and how they can benefit from
utilization of the conmputer in their
preparation of their daily |essons.

It is so significant to the
advancenent of the |earning of our
teachers. | was fortunate enough to be taken
into one class in a teacher center in ny
district, and I nust say it was a very
edi fyi ng experience. They are remnarkabl e,
teacher centers, when they work well. They
can work in consolidation with severa
di fferent school districts. | have an exanple
of that, and the cross-fertilization that
occurs when teachers are able to explore new
fields, advance their learning in fields they
al ready know and comruni cate with one anot her,
it is sinply extraordinary and we need to

support additionally the teacher centers by
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the anmount of $10 million.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Any
ot her Senator w shing to speak on the
amendnment ?

Heari ng none, the question is
on the anmendnent. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

SENATOR LARKIN: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line votes.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25, nays
35, party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senat or Mont gonery? Excuse
me. Senator Leichter, did you have an
amendnent on this that you'd like to offer?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: | believe |
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do, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Are you
asking that the reading be waived at this
time, Senator Leichter?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, the
readi ng be waived and if | nmay have an
opportunity to explain it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
readi ng i s waived, and you have the floor to
expl ai n the amendnent.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.
Presi dent, thank you.

My col | eagues, this anmendnent
really deals with the | egislative budget. The
reason |"'mbringing it up at this tine is
because, as you know, we now need to nmake any
| anguage changes to the | anguage bill. \Wat
nmy anmendment does, very sinply, is item zes
the | egislative budget. As you know, for
these nany years, |'ve stood up on this floor
and beforehand in the Assenbly, and pl eaded
with nmy coll eagues to do what is required by
law, to be honest with the public and to
item ze the | egislative budget.

| guess it's a reflection on ny
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persuasi on that 30 years later, that budget is
in alnost the identical formthat it was 30
years ago. It's a budget that's shrouded in
secrecy, has lunp sum appropriation. Nobody
can figure out really what the nonies that are
bei ng appropriated -- and they're very
substantial suns -- are really going to be
spent for.

So |'ve argued with ny
col | eagues, Denobcrats in the Assenbly as wel |l
as Republicans in the state Senate, that we
ought to be honest, that we should not be
contenptuous of the public, and | think if the
fact that we continue to have the same budget,
maybe reflects on ny powers of persuasion or
| ack thereof, | think it also reflects on a
certain cavalier and contenptuous attitude
that the Legislature has for the public, and I
guess you could describe it, Listen, as |long
as we can get away with it, we're going to do
it; but it's unfortunate, it's sad, and |
think it's one of the reasons that this
| egislature is not held in the high esteem
that all of us would like to see it.

There's no reason in the world
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why we can't honestly, fully, openly describe
to the public how we're going to spend the
noney. |If we don't think we're spending it in
an appropriate manner, then maybe we shoul dn't
be spending it and, if it is appropriate, if
the noney is going be spent for the public
good, if it's going to be spent in a way
that's reasonabl e and sensi ble, why can't we

| et the public know? Wat are we hiding?

I think we know sonme of the
things that we're hiding. W're hiding, one,
a great disproportion between what goes to the
Majority and what goes to the Mnority. Total
unfairness. Majority in the Assenbly
conpl etely discrimnates against the Mnority
and sonme of you served in the Mnority in the
Assenbly, and you know, our recent colleague
Senat or Bal boni, |'msure, could tell us about
the bias and the discrimnation in the
all ocation of funds that exists in the
Assenbly and, of course, the sanme thing exists
here in the Senate, and it's inexcusable.

One of the reasons or one of
the ways that that is achieved is by having

this undetail ed |egislative budget, a budget
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that really shouldn't be called by the term
qguot e, "budget", unquote, because budget neans
that you specify and you detail what
expenditures are being nmade; but that's not
the case with this budget. Sone peopl e have
said in excuse and rationale, well, it's
difficult to set it forth, and so on. Not
difficult at all. Very sinple, and ny
amendnent shows how you coul d have very
sinmply, very easily and very clearly a
det ai | ed budget.

Now, | regret to say that the
Majority Leader is failing to keep a prom se
that he nade to this body three years ago when
I got up and conpl ai ned about the | egislative
and judicial budget in 1995, had a debate with
Senator Bruno. Here's what Senator Bruno said
on the floor. This is fromthe record:

"Senator, | think all of us in
this chanber are in agreenent that we should
have nore detail ed budgets, that the public
has a right to know and, as | assune the
| eadership in this house, | publicly declare
that we will have in the Legislature, in the

Senate, full disclosure of all the
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expenditures in this Senate, and we are
presently contenplating that starting January,
as we have nentioned before, of next year,
that you will see every cent -- every cent
that we appropriate and spend item zed -- your
staff, nmy staff, Senator Gold's staff, even
Senator Stafford's.”

"SENATOR LEICHTER " | repli ed,
"Just so that |I'mclear, Senator Bruno, as |
understand it, that item zation and that
i nformati on, that openness that you have
commtted yourself to, will also be reflected

in the | egislative budget ?"

Senator Bruno replied: "I think
you will be very happy, very satisfied, as
will my coll eagues here, to see every cent

that we spend itenized, so that everyone's
salary is item zed, all the expenditures, for
travel, for office expense, for your district
office, item zed, and don't know how nuch nore
fully we can disclose than that."

Well, I"'msorry, Senator Bruno,
that item zation isn't there. Not only don't
you tell us how every cent is spent, you

don't tell us hownmllions are being spent.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2131

Now, it's true that we finally forced this
body to come out with an expenditure report,
but that cones out six nonths later. That's
not a budget. A budget, you should know in
advance, this is how the noney is going to be
spent. To conme six nonths later and to say to
sonmebody, Well, thanks for appropriating this
noney, here's how we spend it, is certainly
not the same thing.

You know, there's no reason, no
justification for not having an item zed
budget. W ought to do it, and as long as |I'm

in this chanber or in this Legislature, and

have been here some say too long -- | don't
know whether it will be Ionger, maybe it wll,
maybe it won't -- but | certainly will get up

and make this point. Sonme have said, you
know, Wiy don't you give up, and so on. Wl I,
I"mnot going to let ennui, |I'"'mnot going to
| et di scouragenent overconme ne.

| just think what we do is
wong. W can be better; we can do the right
thing; we can do what the executive does, what
we demand of the executive, have an item zed

budget. W can do what Senator Bruno
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commtted hinself to do which is to item ze
every cent.

So, M. President, that's what
nmy anmendment does, and | hope finally after 30
years, I'ma little nore persuasive and we'l|l
pass it.

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Question is on the anendnent. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

The anendnment is |ost.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Mont gonery for the purposes of an anendnent.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, M.

President. | believe | have an anendment at
the desk. | would |ike to waive the reading
of it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
readi ng of the anendnent is waived, Senator
and you are now afforded the opportunity to
expl ai n.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY:  Yes, |
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woul d |ike to explain ny anendnent.

M. President, | have an
amendnent to this budget, the |anguage budget,
whi ch sinply woul d ensure that we are
i ncl udi ng school -based health centers as part
of our overall Child Health Plus insurance
program It would do several things.

Nunber one, it would require
that Child Health Plus insurers include
school -based health centers in their network
of health care providers in order to be
eligible to offer the program

Secondly, it would stipulate
that Child Health Plus providers nust have
appropriate experience in providing services
to children and youth, and be of sufficient
size and cover a | arge enough geographic area
to ensure access for children; and

Three, it would allow the
school -based health clinic to function as an
outreach and enrol I nent |ocation so that they
are part of our very, very inportant m ssion
of enrolling | arger nunbers of eligible
chi | dren.

M. President, this amendnent
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is, in fact, an amendnent that if not
over |l ooked by the Governor, it would have been

supported and included by himbecause it wll
assist in making it possible for us to reach

t he goal which has been stated by the Governor
hi nsel f, through his Comm ssioner, and that is

to expand our child health insurance program
and to enroll |arger nunbers of children into
-- so that they're covered by health -

heal t h i nsurance.

The anmendnment goes one step
further in that it brings out the access issue
into the equation so that not only do we
i nsure those youngsters but we also provide a
networ k of accessible health care clinic
prograns at their school sites, and it reduces
the need to go out and find them They are
al ready there.

W will be providing for them
the health care that they need. W wll| be
covering themw th insurance, and basically
with this anmendnent today, when we all vote
yes on it, we will be fulfilling the m ssion
of our Governor.

So, M. President, | ask that
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we have a yes vote by all parties in the room
on ny anendnent.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Question is on the anmendnment. Secretary will
call the roll

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line votes, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25, nays
35, party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is lost. Secretary will read the
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
This act shall take effect April 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record

t he negatives and announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes 59, nays
one, Senator Dollinger recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Wul d you cal
up Senate 6100-A, pl ease.

THE SECRETARY: The Secretary
will read the title to Cal endar Nunber 491,
it's Senate Print 6100-A.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
491, budget bill, Senate Print 6100-A, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
government on Legi slature and Judiciary
Budget .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5.
This act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Hof f mann, why do you rise?

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  May | have
my nane called to explain nmy vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann, to explain her vote. Record the
negati ves that have their hands raised. WII
t he nenbers who are voting agai nst 6100-A
pl ease rai se their hands.

Senat or Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: M.
President, | share the concerns voiced by
Senator Leichter with such el oquence and
brevity, and I will not take any nore of this
chanber's tine today, but I would like to
assure ny coll eagues this is an issue which
does not go away when we | eave this chanber or
when we do eventual |y pass a budget.

The taxpayers of this state
woul d |i ke to know how their noney is being
spent by their legislators. Sooner or |ater,
we wll find it politically expedient if not
in our deepest personal interest to nake it
clear to people that we are spending their
noney i n an appropriate nmanner.

Sol will vote no until such
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time as | can safely assure themthat it is,
in fact, all being spent in an appropriate
manner and is fully docunentabl e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded
in the negative on Cal endar Nunber 491 are
Senators Dol |l i nger, Hoffmann, Leichter,

Mont gonery and Seabr ook. Ayes 55, nays 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Wul d you cal
up Senate 6105-B, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will read the title to Cal endar
Nunmber 492, Senate 6105-B.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
492, Budget Bill, Senate Print 6105-B, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment (Education, Labor and Fam |y
Assi st ance Budget.)

SENATOR STACHOWBKI
Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Stafford, an explanation of Cal endar Numnber
492, which is Senate Print 6105-B, has been
request ed by Senat or Stachowski .
SENATOR STAFFCORD: Thank you.
M. President, this, like all
the budget bills, is inportant, but many woul d
argue that this is one of the nobst inportant
and | would -- | would agree. This is the
Educati on, Labor and Fami |y Services Budget.
Now, this part of the budget
i ncreases spending by 196.6 mllion over what
was originally proposed and sent to us. The
increase is a conbination of 330 mllion in
i ncreased el enentary and secondary school aid
for the 1998-99 school year and 55 mllion for
i ncreased hi gher education support offset by
| ower public assistance expenditures.
Thi s budget bill finances the
total year of increased -- aid increase of 846
mllion, or 7.7 percent, and | mght add this
is the largest increase in the history of the
Enpire State. The bill funds an $18 mllion
TAP increase for the 1998 academ c year, a
$150 per pupil increase in community coll ege

aid for both SUNY and CUNY and provides a $5
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mllion Bundy Aid increase for independent
col | eges, and expands the current econom c job
trai ning contract course program whi ch nany of
us have found very beneficial, and just
tremendous in our areas.

And finally, the bill lines out
the SUNY and CUNY capital projects be included
in the Governor's five-year $3 billion program
based upon the capital plan submtted by both
SUNY and CUNY.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Any
ot her Senator wi shing to speak on the bill?

Senator Centile.

SENATOR GENTILE: M.

President, | believe | have an anendnment at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
is, Senator Centile. You asking that the
reading of it be waived?

SENATOR CGENTILE: | do, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
request is granted, and you are now afforded
the opportunity to speak on the anmendnent.

SENATOR GENTI LE: Thank you
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M. President.

Last -- in the Environmental
Bond Act this state made a commitnent to
convert the coal -burning furnaces in our
school s across New York State, and in the
first allocation of noney fromthat bond act
and in the second allocation, it has becone
clear to those in this state, especially those
in the public schools, that the noney
allocated in this and the sl ow pace of these
conversions of coal -burning furnaces is not
acceptable. It is such a slow pace that those
students who are now attendi ng grade schoo
will graduate with their high school diplom
before all the schools in this state have
converted their coal -burning furnaces under
t he Environmental Bond Act.

It is certainly -- it is
certainly a sight to see as schools are using
19th Century technol ogy as we are about to
enter the 21st Century, as you go around and
see them actually shoveling coal into the
burners in the schools.

My anendnment, M. President,

i ncreases, therefore, the appropriation for
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the clean air -- Clean Air for Schools program
funded through the C ean Water/ C ean Air Bond
Act to a recomended | evel of $53 mllion. 53
of the 279 schools with coal - burning furnaces
in New York City, for exanple, are ranked 1-B
2 and 3-A by the Board of Education, the

hi ghest ranki ngs neani ng the worst school s
with the coal - burning furnaces.

It costs approximtely a
mllion dollars per conversion to conplete
this work. Therefore, our anmendnent that we
are proposing here today, that | am proposing,
woul d ensure that the work -- that the schools
get fixed on an expedited basis. Indeed, in
my district, in Brooklyn for exanple, district
20, 65 percent of the schools still burn coa
as their heating source. That's 19 school s,
19 schools, just in ny district in Brooklyn
still burn coal in their burners, and |I'msure
the other nenbers of the New York City
del egati on can say nuch the sane about their
districts too.

| al so have four schools in the
Staten Island portion of ny district that

still burn coal. Again this is as we enter
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the 21st Century, we are still using 19th
Century technology. |It's clear as has been
studi ed that the coal -burning furnaces pose
health hazards to the faculty and staff at the
school, certainly to the students of the
schools. The pollution it creates in the
community and the soot and grine it creates

t hroughout the conmunity is sonething that we,
as we enter the year 2000, should not have to
be saddl ed w th.

The noney in a surplus year can
be provided to expedite this process. That's
t he purpose of this amendnment, and | ask that
we pass it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the anmendnent. All those -
Senat or Markowi tz on the anmendnent.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: I'd like to
join with Senator Gentile. There are severa
of these schools that are located in ny
district. It's kind of hard to explain to the
kids and the staff that work in these schools
that -- that they're still burning coal in
1998. You can just imagi ne the funes, the

dirt, the inefficiency and, frankly, we should
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all be ashaned of ourselves whether we're here
in a state Legislature or other responsible
educati onal agencies, to allow a condition
like this to be existent in 1998.

W' re not even tal ki ng about
the decrepid quality of the buildings
t hensel ves and how we can expect our kids to
| earn when the schools are in such horrible
condition, but certainly passing Senator
Gentile's anendnent would be an indication to
the students and their famlies in New York
City that this would be a positive step and a
value in their educational future.

So | urge all of us, let's nake
this amendnent the first time in the nodern
hi story of the state Senate where the
Republicans join with the Denocrats together
in passing this wonderful anmendnent. [|'m
going to keep ny fingers crossed, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Wal don, on the anmendnent.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent.

There are four such schools in

the area that | amrepresenting, and | just
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want to go on record that | want the children
i n Sout heast Queens to have the same quality
of environment that other schools have and
have the sane ability to be heated in the
winter when it is very difficult to learnin a
cold classroom so Al Waldon is now on record
that not only do |I support this amendnent, but
I want sone of that noney to quickly find its
way i nto Sout heast Queens.

Thank you very much, M.
President. | applaud Senator Gentile's
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol | i nger, why -- the question is on the
amendnent. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Secretary will call the roll, record the party
l'ine votes, announce the results.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25, nays

35, party vote.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, M.
President, | indicated previously that | would
like to speak on part of this package and
we're now at that point.

The Governor has spoken about
tax cuts for famlies, noderate incone, mddle
inconme famlies, so that people will have nore
noney in their coffers and will be able to
take care of their famlies' needs.

At a time when the goal is to
provi de hi gher educational opportunities for
i ncreasi ng nunbers of students in the state of
New York, | am proposing that we cut by $250
all of the tuition increases that have been
put into effect previously and nake this a way
of giving the equivalent of a tax cut to the
people of this state.

The net effect of this would be
to reduce to $320 the tuition at CUNY and to
$340 the tuition at SUNY. There are various
ways to grant reductions, and this would be

one of the nost civilized ways to provide for
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aid upstate and downstate as well, and one of
t he amendnents now before you woul d i npl enent
t hat program

Certainly it would do one other
thing. It would increase aid for part-tine
study by $10 million. Part-time study is now
increasingly utilized by students who, for a
variety of reasons, famly obligations, the
need to continue their comtnent to their
institutions, is now used increasingly and yet
the TAP award is not nade applicable to all of
the students who are in part-time education.

So the second part of this
amendnent rai ses from90 percent to 100
percent the support the state of New York
gives to TAP progranms, students who are
st udyi ng under the TAP program

Finally, it increases the goa
of the state of New York in fulfilling
obligations to different parts of the state,
in fulfilling the need to be even-handed in
the way that aid is apportioned at the higher
educati onal |evel.

W have -- we have in this

anmendnent aid to part-tinme study, which goes
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from15 mllion to $25 mllion nore, sonething
that was provided in previous budgets,
somet hing that was denied in the current
Governor's proposal, so we're asking for
part-tinme study increases; we're asking for
the reduction in the CUNY and SUNY tuition
rates, so that in place of a tax saving, there
will be areturn to the taxpayer, to those who
are providing for study in the higher
educational institutions of our state, and
also in the Gty.

| hope that these changes w |
be recogni zed. | hope that they will be
i ncorporated in the budget that we finally
adopt, and | ask every nenber of the
Legi sl ature, every nenber of the Senate, to
come on board in support of this form of
reducti on of burden by governnent, a cost of
government to the people of this state.

| nmove the anmendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St avi sky' s anendnent is before the house. The
reading is waived. The Chair recognizes
Senat or Markowi tz, to second the anendnent.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: Thank you
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very, very nmuch, M. President.

Senat or Stavi sky, | appreciate,
we all do, the persuasiveness of the reasons
why we should all join together in adopting
this anendnent, and | have to say that, as
someone who has been your student for nany
years, there will be no one nore qualified or
nore articulate in fighting for both public
education and hi gher education ever in this
Senate than you, and | think Senator Stavisky
laid it out very directly why we shoul d
unani nously pass this anmendnent, and | know
" m | ooking at Senat or Dean Skel os, and | know
you feel the way | do, and I know, Ni ck Spano,
you definitely for sure, all of us
representi ng whatever part of the state have
units of SUNY and CUNY, and | can't think of a
better way -- | ook at these poor students who
over the last nunber of years, because of our
budgets in this state, that tuition has
dramatically increased -- dramatically
increased -- and believe ne, it's hard
sonmetinmes to understand that a coupl e hundred
doll ars a senester nore for a student nay be

the difference between them seeking a higher
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educati on or not.

W're not all wealthy, not even
Senators, that's for sure, and a | ot of us
that live on this incone know what a struggle
it is just to live on the inconme we get paid
as a state Senator. Just inagine if you're a
student who -- whose only incone is a few
bucks your parents may give you or after
school or week ends, so this is a way that we
can return sonething back to the students of
the state of New York, and further by hel ping
part-tinme students. Now, |I'm an exanple.
Whet her you | augh or not |augh, |I'man exanple
of a part-tine student. Had it not been for
tuition assistance when I went to school, and
I don't know when it was right now, but
what ever years it was, it seemnms |ike
yesterday. 1898 -- it nmay have been, but |
nmean | went to college nine years at night as
a part-time student because | knew that it was
i nportant to graduate, and no matter how | ong
it would take, | knew |l had to do it. Had it
not been for assistance in those days when we
had free tuition or very nodest tuition in the

City University, | imagine that hundreds of
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t housands, mllions of students that today are
in their careers would have never had a
chance.

So | know Senator LaValle is
listening to me. He is sonmeone who has
sponsored and supported higher education.
turn to you, Senator LaValle, join us and we
join you in returning a nodest decrease of
tuition to the students of the state of New
York, in SUNY and CUNY, and al so increase
part-tine assistance to students |ike nme and
today's generation that need it even nore -
even nore than in days -- than in yesterday.
So | hope you'll join us, and I"mgoing to
keep ny fingers crossed that this will be the
anmendnent that all of us will adopt together.

Thank you very, very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Question is on the anmendnment. Secretary will
call the roll

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25.

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote

in the affirmti ve.
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THE SECRETARY: Nays 35, party
vot e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senator Centile, why do you

rise?

SENATOR GENTILE: M.
President, | believe | have another amendnent
at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
iS.

SENATOR CENTI LE: There is?

I'"d ask the reading be waived and allow ne to
expl ai n the amendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Readi ng
is waived. The floor is yours for the purpose
of explaining the amendnent.

SENATOR GENTI LE: Thank you
M. President.

My anendnent woul d provide for
an increase in pre-K education by $17
mllion. It provides an additional $17
mllion appropriation for the universal pre-K
program that commtnent we made in the

1997-98 budget. It provides the necessary
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appropriations in addition to what was
previ ously appropri at ed.

Now, we all know that
comm tment that we made here, both Republicans
and Denocrats alike in this house, in the
Assenbly and with the Governor, in conmtting
| ast year's budget to universal pre-K W al
have | earned of the benefits and the viability
of a pre-K programon the education of -- and
t he educati onal success of four-year-olds and
so there's no question that the universa
pre-K is sonething that is good for this
state, and | believe that is why we all joined
in a bipartisan way to support universal pre-K
in last year's budget, and thank God we did.
Thank God we put universal pre-K into the
state -- directly into the state education
budget because no | onger then will pre-K be
subject to the whins of a Majority Leader as
happened in this house | ast year.

The Mpjority Leader inpounded
menber itemdollars promsed to the
four-year-olds in ny district for pre-K
progranms in 1997. As a result, those pre-K

prograns closed. Now, we nmay have a politica
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war waging in this house, but to make -- to
make four-year-olds, four-year-olds, the
victinms of that war is really outrageous
parti sanshi p.

Wth universal pre-K, we wll
never again nor can we put politics over
four-year-olds. Politics will not take
priority over four-year-olds. Never again
will majority politics pit your kids agai nst
nmy ki ds and puni sh the good people of ny
di strict because of the political |loss of a
Republ i can Senate seat. The npbst outrageous
show of partisanship was the inpoundi ng of
that pre-K noney | ast year.

Now, hopefully, with universa
pre-K, sonething like that will be a thing of
the past. It will be history. Yet, New York
City officials tell us with this universa
pre-K funding that to properly inplenent the
uni versal pre-K even on the phased-in basis
that we propose to do, additional funds may be
needed to adequately run even just severa
prograns per district. Indeed the Board of
Education officials in New York City estinmate

that on a statew de basis, a |arge nunber of
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districts will apply for this program and t hat
the current funding in Phase | will not be
enough to cover.

That is why this amendnment adds
an additional $17 mllion. The Assenbly
budget bill recognizes this potential need.
They have put it in their bill. W should do
so too. W should put our legislative votes
where our | egislative vision has been, and
that is to adequately fund the commtnent we
make to universal pre-K Let's make it a
reality once and for all.

M. President, | ask for a vote
in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:

Question is on the anmendnment. Secretary will
call the roll

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line votes, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25, nays

35, party vote.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senat or Seabr ook.

SENATOR SEABROOK:  Yes, M.
President. | think | have an anmendnent at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There

SENATOR SEABROOK: 1'd like to
ask the waiving of that and permt an
expl anat i on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
readi ng of the anmendnent is waived and you are
now af forded the floor for the purpose of
expl ai ni ng the anendnent, Senator.

SENATOR SEABROOK: M.
President, this is a chapter anmendnment to the
Senate Bill 6105-B, and it adds an
appropriation authority to the Ofice of the
Agi ng and that these dollars would be used as
fol | ows:

It adds $4 million for the
community service for the elderly. That's the
CSE program whi ch provi des transportation,

shoppi ng assi stance, honenaker, housekeeper
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and ot her services for the elderly. It also
adds $1 million for the comunity service
initiative which provides services through
governmental or non-profit organizations in
community settings and provides information,
support and referral service.

It also adds $4 million for the
expanded i n-house service for the elderly
program | SEP, which provi des personal care,
honemakers, case managenent service as an
alternative to nursing hone placenent.

It also adds $6 nmillion for the
suppl enental nutrition assistance program
which is SNAP, for the elderly. The nost
notably active is Meals on Weels, and, M.
President, this anmendnent woul d provide for
t hose who have been the nost |oyal troopers in
this state who have provided to sustain our
exi stence here in this state and that's the
seni ors who, many of us, are at that point and
certainly a nunber of us who are approaching
that point; and what a fine way to deal wth
sendi ng a nessage to those who are in need and
those who will be in need, is by voting for

this amendnent for the seniors, and this has
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been their package on which they have cone to
Al bany on nunerous occasions this year to talk
to | egislators about the inportance of their
agenda, their needs. So we should not have

t hem maki ng a choi ce between their nedicine
and their neals, and we have a gol den
opportunity with a surplus that's runored in
this budget, that we should provide this smal

t oken of appreciation to those who have given
so mnuch.

So | say and urge all of ny
col | eagues to vote on this amendnent because
per haps one day it mght be beneficial to all
of us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Question is on the anmendnment. Secretary will
call the roll

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote in
the affirmative.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line vote, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25, nays
35.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2159

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senat or Wal don, for purposes of
an amendnent .

SENATOR WALDON: M. President,
| have, | believe, an anendnment at the desk.

I waive its reading and respectfully request |
be afforded an opportunity to explain sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Your
request is granted. The reading is read -
excuse ne, the reading is waived -

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: 1'11 get
that right, and you now have the floor for the
pur pose of explaining the amendnent.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

This anendnent is in regard to
Senate Bill 6105-B, and | wi sh to have pl aced
on page 127, after line 38, the follow ng:

"**x for additional services and expenses
related to progranms providi ng specia
del i nquency prevention or other devel oprment

del i nquency prevention services for youth. No
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expenditure shall be nmade fromthis
appropriation until a plan has been approved
by the Director of the Budget and a
certificate of approval allocating these funds
has been issued by the Director of the
Budget." The anmount involved is $30 mllion.

Now, M. President, ny
col | eagues, we can no longer say that crine is
driving our budgets in regard to the crimna
justice program Over the last 10 or 11
years, crinme has renmined at the very | east
stable and in many areas has gone down. So
what is driving the crimnal justice budget
and the absence of inproving prevention
prograns is the fear of crine, not the crine
itself.

When | | ook at the proposals
fromthe Assenbly, those proposed in the
Majority's budget pale in conparison. The
juvenil e delinquency programin the Assenbly
has appropriated $24 nmillion for the specific
programthat | want $30 mllion. It has
proposed $3.3 million for post-placenent,
after-care, substance abuse treatnment to youth

| eaving residential facilities. It has
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proposed $2.3 nillion be added for pregnancy
prevention prograns.

The total increase recomended
by our Majority colleagues is $2 mllion for
added del i nquency prevention and youth
devel opnent prograns. That is insufficient.

The anomal y which occurred
yesterday in Jonesboro, Arkansas, is just
that, an anonmaly. An 11 and a 13-year-old -
| can't hear, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Your
point is very well taken, Senator Wal don. Can
we have the nmenbers please take their chairs,
staff please take their seats. There's a |ot
of activity, a lot of conversation in the
chanber. Pl ease show the nmenber sone respect
for his position and his anendnent.

SENATOR WALDON: | thank you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON:  What happened
was an anonmaly. An 1l1-and a 13-year-old
dressed as Rambeaus in canouflage uniforns

mur dered children and a school teacher. I
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don't know what we could do to prevent that
act. | don't know how we can consol e the
parents of the children who were killed and
the fam |y of the teacher who |ost her life.
What can we offer to the parents of the
children who commtted these nurders?

| don't know what we can do in
t hose kinds of instances, but | believe that,
if we were to take a stronger stand in regard
to prevention overall and to shoring up our
children and giving thema sense -- a better
sense of self, giving themnore activities,
creating viable prograns to prevent
del i nquency, that naybe there will be nore
freqguent in the future situations occurring as
di d yest erday.

| believe that we ought to | ook
at the three Ms, nonitoring, nen-i-toring -
mentoring, I'msorry, and mnistering in
regard to our juveniles. W should nonitor
their activities to a greater degree than
we' re doing now so that we will at |east know
where they are, what they are doing, and what
activities they are involving thensel ves

W t h.
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W nust nentor them better than
we have. 1In the Geek I anguage -- |'mjust
finding the spot please -- the term"nentor"
occurred in regard to Qdysseus and his
mentori ng of Tel emachus. The termis
synonynous with "counselor"”, "guide", "tutor"
or "coach". (oviously, when we have 57
percent of our children with parents not at
hone to care for them we need nentors. W
need people who they can relate to, people who
will be adults and responsible for themand to
t hem

But because of things |ike
Jonesboro, we need even sonet hi ng beyond
mentoring, so | would |ike for this body to
focus on the concept of mnistering and
i ncorporating that into whatever we do. Wen
someone mnisters to a child, he takes
responsi bility for that child in perhaps a
religious setting, but certainly within a
community setting and says, "I will nake a
difference in this child s life."

So | think that we not only
need to appropriate nore noney and have a nore

hands-on policy with regard to our juveniles,
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but | think we need to nonitor them to nentor
them and to mnister to them

W, in this state, are about to
have an expl osi on of youth cone the 21st
Century, and if all the indicia are right from
the national |evel, when that expl osion
occurs, unless we take the kinds of steps that
I"mtal king about, we will have an expl osi on
in crime anmongst our youth.

So | encourage ny col |l eagues
today to vote with ne on this amendnent. |t
is but $30 million, a droop in the bucket if
we can save lives and if we can turn lives
around.

| nmove the anendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:

Question is on the anmendnment. Secretary will
call the roll

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

SENATOR ALESI: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2165

the party line votes, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25, nays
35, party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Amendnent is | ost.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President, I'd like to inquire of the Chair
how many amendnents have been brought before
t he house today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: On this
bill five.

SENATOR PATERSON:  Fi ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: One of
the prior bills | believe three. Excuse ne,
four. Four.

SENATOR PATERSON: Four. And
how many have been won, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: This is
a tough tally, Senator Paterson. It probably
will take ne a couple mnutes so you'l
probably be best served by ny recollection,
and that is that none have passed.

SENATOR PATERSON: | see.

Well, thank you, M. President. This is the
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tenth anendnent and, M. President, as Ed
McMahon once said to Karnak, This is the |ast
envel ope.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Read
the | ast section. No.

Senat or Paterson, for the
pur pose of offering an anmendnent.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President, this anendnent involves a $700
mllion surplus that the state has received in
terms of tenporary aid for needy fam lies, and
we find that to this point 458 mllion have
probably been spent on other prograns, |eaving
us about 242 mllion and sone wi |l obviously
go to defer sone other costs, and so for that
reason, we wanted to try to find a prudent way
to bring sone noney to certain areas of
tenporary aid for needy fam lies, spending
wi thout it inpacting on the budget process.

Actually, in a previous nine
amendnents, there have been | ess than $300
mllion added to what's being proposed. So
what the Mnority has tried to look at, in
addition to need, is also the sense of

budgeting priority.
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Al ready, the Senate has added
$65 mllion to child care. W are proposing
an additional $40 mllion for child care.

Al ready, the Senate has added $12 million to
conpensate counties for drug testing, drug
screening and drug rehabilitation. W're
proposi ng another $18 mllion, and finally,
the Senate has already proposed $7 mllion
for transportation of individuals who are
goi ng back and forth to work, and we're
proposing to round that figure off to 10
mllion.

So when we | ook at the three
areas that we would |like to address, we're
tal ki ng about $61 mllion added on, 40 mllion
for child care, 18 mllion for substance abuse
and 3 million for transportation.

Child care, the state would
have an average of $3.5, so we're talking
about bringi ng people back to the work pl ace,
and one of the areas we'd like to address is
the stabilizing of child care for those who
are now goi ng back into the work pl ace.
Probably 30 or 40 years ago it becane the

phi | osophy that perhaps there wasn't enough
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noney that the individual could make on net
and so, therefore, it would probably be better
to keep these individuals on social services.
In the '90s, our point of view
now is that the nore people we can have work,
the better and so to subsidize that and to
provi de assistance to those who are trying to
assi st thensel ves, we would find that, even in
passing this anendnent, we would still be only
servicing one out of every 12 children who
woul d be -- neet the eligibility threshold,
but the fact remains that we would still, by
passi ng this anendnent, benefit 10, 000
children who aren't getting adequate child
care right now while their parents are
attenpting to work under the new Wl fare
Ref orm Act that we passed | ast year; and so we
think that $40 million is a nodest addition to
what the Senate has al ready proposed and woul d
also like to point out that, in the area of
subst ance abuse, we have nmany unfunded
mandates to cities and townshi ps who, unfor
tunately, are having to bear the cost of drug
testing, and al so of scrutiny of substance

abuse.
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What we are proposing is an
additional $18 mllion, which also goes for
subst ance abuse treatnment and al so to sone
areas of prevention. oviously, individuals
who are com ng back into the work pl ace,

i ndi vi dual s who have had these probl ens cannot
spend their entire |lives on social services.

It would be hel pful for themin terns of job
mai nt enance, and we think that this would be
an offer that would not cost any great dea
since it would be pretty much envel oped by the
surplus that we have currently in the area of
tenporary assi stance for needy famlies.

Finally, one of the nost
difficult aspects of enploynent of those who
are com ng back into the work place is
transportation and the ability to get back and
forth fromone's work place and al so the
ability to afford transportation, so that it
does not significantly reduce the revenue that
one can generate just from having a job, that
whi ch the Senate has al ready recogni zed to the
tune of $7 mllion, and we think that to add
an additional $3 mllion will benefit a great

nunmber of workers.
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One | ast point about child
care, M. President. One of the reasons that
we feel there nust be nore revenues devoted to
that particular area is that the individuals
who are com ng back into the work place are
not always just getting 9:00 to 5:00 jobs.
They' re getting whatever jobs are avail abl e
and so, therefore, child care that fluctuates,
child care that goes far into the | ate evening
is sonething that they need because their jobs
are not necessarily regulated, and it's
something that we feel is inportant for us to
address through our budget as we negoti ate
this year.

So that is the anmendnent, M.
President. It's done with prudence and care
and it's done in the understanding that this
is the last chance to pass an anendnent today;
and so I'mvery optimstic that we will have a
favorabl e vote on this.

| would Iike to thank Senat or
Mendez for her assistance and the staff who
prepared these -- these anendnents, and al so
the Majority who will now have the foresight,

will have the wi sdomthat they cone to
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recogni ze the validity and the need of these
amendnents, in all seriousness.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Pat erson's anendnent is before the house. The

readi ng of it has been waived. It has been
expl ai ned.

The Secretary will call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will record the party |ine vote,
announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 25, nays
35, party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect April 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
t he negatives, announce the results.

Senator Centile, to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GENTI LE: Thank you
M. President.

Not wi t hst andi ng nmy comment s

earlier on the anendnent for increased

funding for pre-K, this bill does contain the
funding -- sone funding for the pre-K program
and it's critical, | believe, to nmy area and

every area of the state, and that is the
reason | amvoting yes.

Hopeful ly, in conference, we
can see the light of day and conme out with
some nore noney in the final version of this
budget .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gentile will be recorded in the negative.

SENATOR GENTI LE:  No,
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
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Affirmative. | msheard you. Thank you
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded
in the negative on Cal endar Nunber 492 are
Senators Dol linger, Leichter and Seabrook.
Ayes 57, nays 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
bill is passed.

Senator Leichter, why do you
rise?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
President, may | have unani nous consent to be
recorded in the negative on Cal endar Nunber
490. That's -- | think that was Print
6097- B.

SENATOR SKELGCS: No obj ection.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, hearing no objection, Senator
Leichter will be recorded in the negative on
Cal endar Number 490, which is Senate Print
Nunber 6097- B.

Senat or Seabr ook why do you
rise?

SENATOR SEABROOK:  Yes, M.

President. Wthout objection, I'd |ike to be
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recorded in the negative on 6097-B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, hearing no objection, Senator
Seabrook will be recorded in the negative on
Cal endar Nunber 490, Print Nunmber 6097-B.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
can we return to the order of reports of
standing commttees. | believe there are two
reports to be read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Yes,
Senator Skelos. We'll return to the order of
reports of standing conmttees. Ask the
Secretary to read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Nozzolio, fromthe Conmittee on crine Victins,
Crinme and Correction, reports:

Senate Print 176, by Senator
Mal tese, an act to anend the Correction Law,

215-A, by Senator Alesi, an act
to anend the Correction Law,

1749, by Senator Skel os, an act
to anend the Correction Law,

1965, by Senat or Nozzolio, an

act to anend the Executive Law
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3410- A, by Senator Skel os, an

act to anmend the Correction Law and the County

Law,

5259, by Senator Skel os, an act

to amend the Correction Law

5426, by Senator Maziarz, an

act to anmend the Correction Law and t he Penal

Law,

5941, by Senator Alesi, an act

to amend the Correction Law

6301, by Senator Alesi, an act

to amend the Correction Law

6465, by Senator Nozzolio, an

act to anend the Executive Law,

6505, by Senator Nozzolio, an

act to anmend Chapter 887 of the Laws of 1983.

Senator Farley, fromthe

Committee on Banks, reports the foll ow ng

bills:

Senate Print 3755-A, by Senator

Farl ey, an act to amend the Banki ng Law, and

Senate Print 4246, by Senator

Farl ey, an act to anmend the Banking Law.

third reading.

All bills ordered direct for
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Al
bills ordered directly to third readi ng.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
is there any housekeeping at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
I S none.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There being no

-- oh, Senator Paterson has an announce
ment .

SENATOR PATERSON: | have an
announcenent: As Bert WIson, who preceded
Harry Carey as announcer for the Chicago Cubs
said: "W'Il get themtonorrow "

SENATOR SKELCS: There being no
further business, | nove we adjourn until
Thur sday, March 26th, at 11:00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thur sday, March 26th, at 11:00 a. m

(Whereupon at 1:07 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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