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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
come to order. Wuld you please rise and join
with me in the Pledge of All egiance.

(The assenbl age repeated the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

The invocation will be given by
Reverend Dr. Gary Sinpson, who is pastor of
the Concord Baptist Church of Christ in
Br ookl yn.

REVEREND DR. GARY SI MPSON:  Let
us pray. Eternal and everlasting presence
gathered in this roomas the representatives'
civic power for our beloved state of New York,
this collective is the potential blessing for
the strength of our comrunity and human
famly, rich and poor, rural, urban and
subur ban.

Your urgings and wi shes for us
are that we live in justice, nercy and hum |
ity. May today's discussion, deliberations
and decisions carry forth with these holy
urgings in mnd. Amen.

THE PRESI DENT:  Anen.

The readi ng of the Journal,
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pl ease.

THE SECRETARY: In Senate,
Sunday, March 15th. The Senate net pursuant
to adjournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
March 14th, was read and approved. On notion,
t he Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Mal tese, fromthe Conmttee on El ections,
reports:

Senate Print Nunmber 6394, by
Senat or Spano, an act to amend the El ection
Law.

Senator Leibell, fromthe
Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel oprment, reports:

Senate Print 4141, by Senator

Lei bell, an act to anmend the General Busi ness
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Law,

6041, by Senator Goodnman, an
act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law,

6175, by Senator Leibell, an
act to amend the Multiple Dwelling Law, and

6280, by Senator Leibell, an
act to anmend Chapter 567 of the Laws of 1993.

Al bills directly for third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout
objection, all bills direct to third readi ng.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Marcel | ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO.  Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

I nove the following bills be
di scharged fromtheir respective comittees
and be recomm tted with instructions to strike
the enacting clause: Senate Nunmber 4863 and
Senat e Nunber 6070.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO.  Thank you

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1658

Madam Pr esi dent, on page nunber
6, | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Number 98, Senate Print Nunber 3456,
and ask that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received.

SENATOR MARCELLINO  On page
nunber 20, Madam President, | offer the
foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 382,
Senate Print Nunber 5125, and ask that said

bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng

Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  So
or der ed.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO  Thank
you.

M. President, on page nunber
20, | offer the followi ng anendnents to

Cal endar Nunmber 385, Senate Print Nunber 6207,
and ask that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
amendnents are received. So ordered.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO M.
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Presi dent, on page nunber 21, | offer the
foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 389,
Senate Print Nunber 3426-B, and ask that said
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
amendnents are received. So ordered.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO  Last but
not | east, M. President, on page nunber 21, |
of fer the foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar
Nunber 391, Senate Print Nunmber 2379, and ask
that said bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
amendnents are received. So ordered.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO  Thank you,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read -- I'msorry.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: |If we could go
to the non-controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read the non-controversia

cal endar.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1660

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
45, by Senator Lack, Senate Print 1097, an act
to anend the Labor Law, in relation to direct
sel l ers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
This act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER  Cal

the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
57, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 339, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
drug testing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Lay it
asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Lay

the bill aside.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
178, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 249, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
enacting the H gher Education Community
Service Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3.

This act shall take effect on the first day of

Sept enber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
179, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 559, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
comunity service.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3.

This act shall take effect on the first day of
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Sept enber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
240, by Senator Holland, Senate Print 231, an
act to amend the Social Service Law and the
Wor kers Conpensati on Law.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Lay it
asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER:  Lay
the bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
274, by Senator Cook, Senate Print 2729, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Municipal Law and the
General City Law.

SENATOR SKELCS: Lay it aside
for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Lay
the bill aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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289, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 5325, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to wai ver of pre-sentence
i nvesti gations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
This act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Cal

the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
290, by Senator Present, Senate Print 765-C,
an act to anmend the State Administrative
Procedure Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
This act shall take effect on the first day of
Cct ober .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49, nays
1, Senator Leichter recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
301, by Senator Johnson, Senate Print 246, an
act to amend the Executive Law, the Cvil
Practice Law and Rul es and the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4.

This act shall take effect on the first day of

January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
304, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 2779 -
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SENATOR SKELCS: Lay it aside
for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Lay
the bill aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
306, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 3429 -

SENATOR SKELCS: Lay it aside
for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER:  Lay
the bill aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
308, by Senator Maltese, Senate Print 4910, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation
Law, in relation to penalties for unlaw ul
t aki ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3.
This act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
345, by Senator Alesi, Senate Print 4432, an
act to anmend the Ceneral Business Law.

SENATOR SKELOS: Lay the bil
asi de for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER:  Lay
the bill aside for the day.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: On the
controversial cal endar, would you take up
Senator Holland's bill, Cal endar Nunmber 240.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
240, by Senator Holland, Senate Print 231, an
act to amend the Social Service Law and the
Workers' Conpensation Law, in relation to
l'i ens.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER
Senat or Hol | and, an expl anati on has been

requested for Cal endar Nunber 2..
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SENATOR HOLLAND: 231

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: 240.

SENATOR HCOLLAND: M.
President, this bill is debated each and every
year. It is a question in nmy mnd of double
di ppi ng, where a person has an opportunity to
be reinbursed twice for the sane services, and
we' ve discussed it nmany tines before.

This bill allows the Departnent
of Social Services to place a lien on Wrkers'
Conpensati on benefits in order to recoup
publ i ¢ assi stance paynents nade whil e soneone
was awaiting a retroactive paynent of
conpensati on benefits.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or St achowski .

SENATOR STACHOWEKI :  Woul d
Senator Holland yield for a coupl e of
guestions?

SENATOR HOLLAND:  Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STACHOWBKI :  Senat or,
this bill is the exact sanme bill taking away

the benefits of sonmebody who was injured and
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subsequently got a |lawsuit that they won?

SENATOR HOLLAND: It doesn't
really take away the benefits. You know
that. Sonmebody needs benefits, if they
recei ve then paynent froma lawsuit and are
pai d double, then it asks that that be repaid,
yes, sSir.

SENATOR STACHOWBKI :  Thank you,
Senat or .

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Stachowski, on the bill

SENATOR STACHOWBKI @ Thi s
obviously still is a one-house bill. |
t hought that maybe over the course of the
of f-session that Senator Holland woul d see
that the bill is going no place in the other
house, that nost people still see this as
taki ng injured workers, people that got hurt
through no fault of their own, finally had to
take state assistance rather than | ose their
hones or | ose everything that they have and
possi bly even | ost their hone anyway and then
they're fortunate enough to win the | awsuit,

that now they have to pay back the state when
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no one el se has to pay back the state in
situati ons.

It's kind of interesting. | -
we have conpani es that get major |oans, major
grants, pack up and | eave the state and nobody
asks themfor a dine back. W have conpanies
that promi se to create X anount of jobs and
they don't and they |ay people off, and nobody
asks themfor a cent back, but an injured
worker in New York State, if this | aw woul d
pass -- if this bill would pass and becone | aw
-- would then, if they were fortunate enough
to wn a lawsuit, eventually would have to pay
back. | find that rather interesting.

| think the fact that these
people are injured and can't work agai n,
probably because that's why they won the
| awsuit, should be a determ nation enough that
the state was -- helped themat the tinme they
needed it and shoul dn't be chasing themfor
the noney eventually that they so fortunately
won back and, obviously, if they are hurt that
bad that they're never going to work again,
there is sonething that they |ost because of

the accident that they' Il never get back and
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nore probably than not didn't recoup fromthe

gain they gained in the financial settlenent.

So with that, | still think
it's an unfair bill. 1 think it's the only
pl ace we really chase anybody. | think we

should be a little bit nore proactive in
chasi ng conpanies that don't live up to their
agreenents when they take state noney to
create jobs or to expand their business
because they're going to create jobs and a
little |l ess chasing of the people that were
hurt through no fault of their own while on
the job and then subsequently are fortunate
enough to win a | awsuit.

So with that, | would ask
everybody to oppose the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the last -- I'msorry.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President, would Senator Holland yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senat or,
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what disturbs me about this piece of
| egislation is that the Wrkers' Conpensation
claim even if it is upheld, does not give the
enpl oyee their full salary. It gives thema
part of their salary, a substantial part but
not the total anmount, and so, therefore, it is
really a gesture that the state makes al ready
under standi ng that the state cannot cover the
full salary. It would probably be nost
desirable if it were a utopian society that we
coul d give people who were injured in the line
of their duty their full salary.

So if there is a margina
anount that m ght be nore than what woul d have
been obtained, I want to know why you woul d
take it away from people who were worKking,
their taxpayers. |It's as if you're turning
the social service systeminto a | oan agency
rat her than a granting agency which in Section
104(b) it clearly states that that's what it
iS.

SENATOR HOLLAND: Firstly,
Senator, if soneone, after the loan is repaid,
still needs social services benefits, socia

services is there to assist them W' re not
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wi t hdrawi ng soci al services either before,
during or after, if they need it.

The other side of the coinis
if there is a working famly that is not on
soci al services, they are struggling to nmake
it and they have to take a | oan out fromthe
bank so they could rmake it, they have to repay
that | oan just |ike anybody el se.

So | believe the person on
soci al services should repay the | oan as
well. Yes, it doesn't pay 100 percent but it
pays up to $400.

SENATOR PATERSON: I f the
Senat or woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR HCOLLAND:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR HOLLAND:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR PATERSON:  Senator, in
| ooki ng at the social service systemand its
provi sion for those who don't have any ot her
resource, one of the problens is that nost of
the cases that are -- that are filed in the
Workers' Conpensation area are controverted

and it's well heeled in the | aw that the best
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way to intimdate a plaintiff is to expand the
anmount of tine that it takes to adjudicate a
parti cul ar case.

So while this is actually going
on -- and then finding that the plaintiff in
this particular action wins, in other words,
the party seeki ng Wrkers' Conpensati on
receives it -- why would we as a state want to
add to the particular burden that the
i ndi vidual suffers at the tinme that they first
| eave the job; they have a serious usually
physical injury or some other type of injury,
they have bills anounting, they have interest
accumrul ati ng on other debts they may have.
We're not tal king about people who have spent
their lives on the public troth or trying to
receive help fromagencies. W're talKking
about people who were worki ng, who were
befal |l en by sone kind of accident or sone
i nterveni ng cause which put themin the
situation where they are now.

It just seens to ne that this
is unusually cruel now facing 6 nonths, 9
nont hs, 11 nonths in sone cases before there

is sone resolution of their case and then they
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win and then we're going to turn around now
and say, Onh, by the way, we're going to take
off the top the anmount that you were awarded
in social service benefits. Renmenber that the
i ndi vi dual receiving Wrkers' Conpensati on
doesn't know they're getting it. So, in other
words, they can't ration any kind of budget,
personal budget fromthis. This is just
sonmet hing they're receiving, which in nany
cases goes to pay back overwhel m ng debt.

| just don't understand why we
woul d want to put ourselves in the position of
-- I nmean if -- | don't necessarily agree
with it, but if you' re going to take noney off
the top of sonebody's lottery wi ns when they
have been on social services, at |east they
have the noney to pay it, but we're talking
about people who, quite often, were not able
to receive that rmuch anount of nobney even when
they were on social services and to take what
seens to be a scintilla of gain back froma
person am dst sonetines irreconcilable debt is
very unfortunate, and | guess ny question to
you is, why are we doing it? Wat's the

public policy that this serves?
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SENATOR HOLLAND: | think it's
the sane answer that | gave |ast tine,
Senator. |If sonmebody needs social services
before, after or during their claim they can
receive social services. |If they get a claim
t hat does not pay back everything, they don't
have to pay back everything. They are only
doi ng what any hard-working famly woul d do
who wasn't on social services. |If they had to
take a loan to bridge that gap, they would
have to pay that | oan back

The sane thing here, Senator.
These people are, in effect, taking a | oan
fromthe state and we don't mnd doing if they
need the assi stance, but when they receive
that cash paynent, then | believe that they
shoul d repay the loan just |ike any other
har d-wor ki ng fam |ly.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you
very much, Senator Holland. Thank you, M.
President, for the Senator's answers.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER
Senat or Paterson, on the bill.

SENATOR PATERSON. When you
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listen to Senator Holland di scuss the
| egi sl ati on, he tal ks about the award as if
it's a loan. There's nowhere that socia
services grants are considered to be a | oan.
In fact, it's made quite specific really in
Section 104(b) of the law related to socia
services that it's not aloan. It's a
granti ng endeavor, one that is, in many ways
bei ng subjugated by this |egislation that
woul d cause it to beconme an instrument of
repaynent if the fortunes of the recipient
turn after sone period of tine. In our
opinion, it is grossly unfair to the
i ndi vi dual .

W can under st and Senat or
Hol |l and' s desire not to all ow anyone to
receive a windfall, but I would suggest that
anyone who is famliar with someone or has had
the situation happen to them thensel ves woul d
know t hat, when you becone a client of the
Workers' Conpensation Board, about the | ast
thing you' re ever going to receive with this
anmount of noney is a windfall.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER  Read

the | ast section.
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Pr esi dent .

SENATOR PATERSON. M.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER

Senat or Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: W woul d

like a slowroll call on this neasure.

Secretary will

Bal boni .

Breslin.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
call the roll

THE SECRETARY: Senator Abate.
(There was no response.)
Senat or Al esi .

SENATOR ALESI: Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR BALBONI :  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR BRESLI N:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Bruno.
(Affirmative indication.)
Senat or Connor .

(Negative indication.)

Senat or Cook.

SENATOR COCK:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
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DeFr anci sco.

Gonzal ez.

Hof f mann.

Hol | and.

Johnson.

(There was no response.)
Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Farl ey.
(There was no response.)
Senator Centile.

SENATOR GENTI LE:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Gol d.
SENATOR GCOLD:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

(There was no response.)
Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Hannon.
SENATOR HANNON:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR HOFFMANN: No.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR HOLLAND: Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
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Lachman.

Lei bel I .

Lei chter.

Mal t ese.

SENATOR JOHNSON:  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Kruger.
(There was no response.)
Senat or Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR LACHMAN:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Lack.
SENATOR LACK: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Larkin.
(There was no response.)
Senat or LaValle.

SENATOR LAVALLE: Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR LEI BELL: Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Libous.
SENATOR LI BOUS:  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

(There was no response.)
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Mar kowi t z.

Mazi ar z.

Nozzol i o.

Onor at o.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO.  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Marchi
SENATOR MARCHI :  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: No.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR MAZI ARZ:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Meier.
SENATOR MEI ER:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Mendez.
(There was no response.)
Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Nanul a.
SENATOR NANULA:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR NQZZCOLI O Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

(There was no response.)

Senat or Oppenhei ner.
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Padavan.

Pat er son.

Pr esent.

Sanpson.

Sant i ago.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR PATERSON: No.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR PRESENT: Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR RATH: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
(Negative indication.)
Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND:  Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR SAMPSON: No.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

(There was no response.)

Senat or Seabr ook.
SENATOR SEABROOK: No.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Rat h.

Rosado.
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Seward. Senator Seward.

t he absent ees.

St af f ord.

Vel el | a.

SENATOR SEWARD:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Skel os.
SENATOR SKELCS:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Smith.
SENATOR SM TH:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Spano.
(There was no response.)
Senat or St achowski .

SENATOR STACHOWBKI @ No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Cal

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

(There was no response.)
Senat or St avi sky.

(There was no response.)
Senat or Trunzo.

SENATOR TRUNZO  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Vol ker.
SENATOR VOLKER:  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Wal don.
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Wi ght .

t he absent ees.

Gonzal ez.

Sant i ago.

(Negative indication.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR WRI GHT:  Aye.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER  Cal

THE SECRETARY: Senator Abate.
SENATOR ABATE: No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Farl ey.
SENATOR FARLEY: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

(There was no response.)
Senat or Kruger, excused.
Senat or Lar ki n.

(There was no response.)
Senat or Mal t ese.

SENATOR MALTESE: Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Mendez.
(Negative indication.)
Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO.  No.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR SANTI AGO:  No.
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THE SECRETARY: Senator Spano.

SENATOR SPANO  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
St avi sky.

(There was no response.)

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Larkin.

SENATOR LARKIN:  Aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 32, nays
25.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
57, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 339, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
drug testing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
This act shall take effect in 180 days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Cal

the roll.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1685

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
if we could return to notions and resol utions,
| believe there's a privileged resolution at
t he desk concerning "Good Joes Day". | would
ask that the title be read and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read.

Senat or Skel os, just to be
clear, you wish only the title read? Senator
Skel os, you wish just the title read?

SENATOR SKELOS: The title be
read and nove for its imredi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  Okay.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Bruno, Legislative Resolution commenorating
"Good Joes Day", 1998.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1686

guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed?

(There was no response.)

The resolution is carried.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: |s there any
housekeepi ng at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER:  Yes,
Senat or Skel os, there is.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO  Yes, M.
President. On behalf of Senator DeFrancisco,
on page nunber 15, | offer the follow ng
amendnments to Cal endar Nunber 323, Senate
Print Number 3899-A, and ask that said bill
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
amendnents are received and so ordered.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: M. President,
woul d you pl ease recogni ze Senator Leichter.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
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Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you
very much, Senator Skel os.

M. President, | have a nunber
of notions to discharge. W'Il try to get

t hrough them quickly, but | think they are

i mportant.

The first one | would like to
call is ny notion to discharge Senate Bill
Nunber 3347.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: 3347, by
Senator Leichter, an act to anmend the El ection
Law.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: | waive the
readi ng and ask an opportunity to explain the
notion and the bill upon which it's based.
Thank you, M. President.

Very sinple. This is a notion

to discharge a bill which will end one of the
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wor st abuses in canpaign financing, the soft
noney abuse that exists in New York State.
We've all heard about the soft nobney abuse on
the federal level and it certainly existed in
both parties, no question about it, but we
have our own ness right here in Al bany and
it's not a small nmess. It's a very |large ness
where millions of dollars are being raised in
soft nmoney without any linmtations

what soever. An individual can give to a soft
noney account, which in this state is called
housekeepi ng, without any limtation.
Corporations which ordinarily are limted to
$5, 000 can give an unlimted anount.

Now, we established
housekeepi ng funds in this state to all ow
parties to raise nonies to neet the basic
necessities of mmintaining a canpaign
headquarters, staff, pay for utilities, but
what we find is the parties raising great suns
of noney far in excess of any anmpunts that
coul d reasonably be expected to be needed to
neet | egitinmate housekeepi ng needs. Most of
this noney has been rai sed by the housekeepi ng

fund of the Republican State Commttee. It
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rai sed over $5 million in 1996 and 1997.

To give you an idea of the
magni tude of the contributions to this fund,
Philip Morris contributed over $200, 000, over
$200, 000. A corporation so vitally interested
in legislation that goes through our Senate
and through the Assenbly contri buted over
$200, 000. The Travelers G oup, a securities
firmvitally interested in |legislation before
this house contributed 100,000 in 1997,
100,000 in 1996. MBNA Corp. gave 100,000 in
1997. Chase- Manhattan Bank gave 50,000 in
1997, and | believe both Chase and Cheni cal,
shortly after their merger was approved, nade
substantial contributions.

Now, | think in canpaign
financing, as | said before, there are no
saints. There are only sinners and all of us
here know the ordeal of raising noney for
canpaigns. W're all really caught in this
difficult, unpleasant and soneti nes
conprom sing need to go out and rai se nonies,
but we have an opportunity to establish
reasonable limts on the anounts that should

be rai sed.
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What ny bill does, it says that
you can raise froma single individual or
corporation, any contributor cannot give nore
than $1,000 in soft noney in this state.

Let's cap housekeepi ng contributions by $1, 000
and let's end what is an inexcusabl e abuse, a
terrible | oophole in our present |aw.

| call on Republicans and
Denocrats, and agai n enphasize that | think
this should be a non-partisan issue. |If |

nment i oned how nmuch had been raised by the

Republican State Commttee, | did so solely to
lay the facts before you. | don't want to
make it a partisan issue. | would like to

make it a bipartisan issue that all of us
toget her work to nake canpaign financing in
this state not what it is presently which is
not a joke but a farce. W have one of the
weakest canpaign financing laws in the whole
nation. W should be ashamed of oursel ves.

We can take action, and while there may be

phi | osophi cal di sagreenents on certain aspects
of canpai gn financing, should you provide free
TV, free mailing -- by the way, New Jersey

provides free mailing -- should you have
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public financing of canpaigns -- and by the
way, we do it in New York City, and | think
it's worked fairly well, but I can understand
t he phil osophical difference, but | cannot
understand if anybody gets up on this floor
and says housekeepi ng funds, you shoul d be
allowed to give unlimted anounts, although to
a Senatorial candidate, New York State
Senatori al candi date, you can only give
roughly, what, mnmaybe 8,000 conbi ned primary
and general election but, no, when it cones to
housekeepi ng funds, you can give an unlimted
anount .

And | et ne just say, and |'ve
docunented it, these housekeeping funds often
appear to be spent on very specific canpaign
related matters. | think that not only the
spirit of the aw but even the letter of the
| aw has been vi ol at ed.

So let's end the abuse. Let's
cl ose the | oophole, and | just want to say to
those of ny friends who say, Wll, you know,
I"mgoing to vote against it because it's a
procedural notion. Well, it isn't a

procedural notion. Wen you' re voting on
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this, you're voting on the nmerits and to say
that you're voting to uphold the conmttee
system we have no decent conmmittee systemin
t hi s chanber because we know that shortly the
commttees are going to be closed down. Al

of the comm ttee decisions are going to be
made by the Rules Conmittee, which neans it's
made by the Majority Leader. So what are you
uphol di ng?

If you vote against this, the
only thing you' re upholding is you want big
noney to continue to determnm ne what
| egislation is passed in this state, what
government action is taken. W have a rea
opportunity to close this glaring | oophol e.
Let's do it.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, | rise in support of Senator
Leichter's notion. Let ne start right at the
begi nni ng by saying those who say this isn't a
substantive notion, Senator Leichter, this is

as substantive as we get.
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W' ve spent the last nonth and
a half doing a bunch of little bills about
whet her we can put Chinese restaurant |leaflets
at people's doors. | understand it's a big
i ssue for Senator Padavan but not a big issue
for the people of this state. Here's a big
i ssue for the people of this state. How are
we going to finance the canpai gns of public
officials for office? This is as big as it
gets. It's as substantive as it gets.
I"malso struck by two things,
Senator Leichter, is the delightful little
words that we've used to come to describe this
nmet hod of canpaign financing. W call these
forms soft noney as though there were sone
di stinction between this and hard noney. No.
Soft noney. This is just pure and sinple
noney poured into political operations.
Whet her we call it soft noney or hard noney,
it's cash. |It's good ol d-fashioned cash and
it's used to influence the outcone of
el ections. So the notion that somehow we
woul d treat soft noney differently fromthe
rest of the noney that goes into politica

campai gns i s nonsense.
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The ot her thing, Senator
Lei chter, that you said with your own sort of
inimtable style of underestinmate is you
under esti nmated what kind of | oophole this is.
This is not just one of several | oophol es.
This is the | oophole. This is the |oophole in
whi ch you destroy the effect of canpaign
finance reform because as |ong as you all ow
noney to go into the political parties w thout
limtation, the sinple way to get around
canpai gn finance forns is punp the noney into
the political operation of the party and then
they will distribute it or spend it on behalf
of the candidate. So you end up with a | oop
hol e that totally swall ows our canpaign
finance | aws.

It seenms to nme that this notion
ought to be heard. It ought to be brought to
the floor and debated because our notion of
what governs us in this denbcracy in New York
State is outdated. W really have a
nonocracy. W have a form of governnent in
which we're representing the people but the
driving force is noney, not the people that we

represent.
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|"ve heard it said by a nunber
of people: Gve ne $1 nmillion and I'll run
for a Senate seat. | don't even have to be

known in the district to start. Wth $1

mllion, |I can beconme very well known and very
wel |l 1iked even though I have done not hi ng
previously in the conmunity. $1 mllion?

Probably. That's what drives politics in this
state. That's what drives the political
operation. |It's pure and sinply noney.

So it seens to ne that if we're
going to get at the heart of this noney-driven
government that we have, this big "For sale"
sign that we | et hang on every governnent
building in New York State, whether it's
contractors, people that want to influence the
process of government, they all see that sane
"For sale" sign and what it says is if you
give noney to the political parties, you're
going to drive the operation of governnent.

| think it's an outrage. |
think that this notion ought to be heard. W
ought to approve it. W ought to stand up and
debate the nmerits of closing the only | oop

hole that really matters, the one that
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threatens, | think, the whole notion of
representative denocracy and naybe then we can
debate things |ike the continuing vitality of
Buckl ey agai nst Val eri o which set our canpaign
system and sonmehow t hrew our notion of
restricting contributions to politica

candi dates, threw that notion into doubt
because of the First Amendnent.

| would point out to everyone
that a denocracy requires that every voice be
heard. W now have a system where sonmeone can
buy the best negaphone and drown out every
ot her voice with noney. This notion, if it's
heard in this chanber and this bill, if it
passes, W ll guarantee that the people of this
state have sonet hing conparable to an equa
voice in their politics.

If we believe in representative
denocracy, the inportance of individua
contributions and we want to encourage
i ndividuals to be involved in politics, we'll
approve this notion. W' Il debate this bil
and pass it and we'll re-invigorate politica
parties built on | arge nunbers of people

com ng together under a common band and get
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away fromthe notion that it's a few people
who raised an awful | ot of noney and then sel
the fruits of governnment in part in response
to that noney to perpetuate their power.

A terrible way to do busi ness,
a way that unfortunately has now becone a
bi partisan tradition in this state and in this
nati on, one that should never have started in
the first place. |If we hear this notion and
pass this bill, we can put an end to it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  On the
notion. All in favor of accepting the notion
to discharge signify by saying aye.

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23, nays
34. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The

nmoti on i s def eat ed.
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Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.
President. | would like to call up my notion
inrelation to Senate Bill 3346.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Lei chter, Senate Print 3346, an act to amend
the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
President, this is another bill that's really
a "not herhood and apple pie" bill. There can
be no phil osophi cal difference.

What this bill tries to do is
to stop the practice of bundling. W know
that canmpaign limtations in this state are
easi |y evaded by the bundling of contributions
and under our |laws there's no way to know
whet her contri butions have been bundl ed
because our disclosure forns do not require
that you identify the person who solicited the
contri bution.

In New York City, we have such
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a provision and it's been fairly effective in
stoppi ng the bundling of contributions. If we
say we're going to have canpaign limtations,
then we need to spell it out in such a way

that it can be enforced, it can be effective

and above all that the public will know who is
contributing the anbunt -- what anmounts to a
candidate. |If you bundle, there's no way of

havi ng that disclosure. There's no way of
enforcing the canpaign limtations because you

failed to identify who it is that bundled this

nmoney.
So this bill, very sinply, says

that there will be adequate disclosure, and I

urge that this bill be passed. | urge that

the Republican Majority show some conmm t ment
to cleaning up the ness and the abuses in our
canpai gn finance | aw.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER
Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, | couldn't let the opportunity go
by that the use of the term"bundling” is
again part of the problemhere. W have soft

noney. We have housekeepi ng accounts and we
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have bundling, this wonderful termthat you
woul d apply to a nother bundling her child as
t hough this is sonething close to the heart of
every Anerican. Well, bundling in this case
is, in ny judgnment, a sinple substitute for
the term hornswoggling. Wat you do is you
hor nswoggl e the public because you don't tel
them who you're carrying their cash for. This
is wal k-around cash. You gather a little bit
fromeverybody. You put it inalittle
conveni ent bundle. They used to call them
bl ack bags, but | guess they don't call it
bl ack baggi ng anynore. This would a sinister
connot ation of buying elections. No, we wap
it upinthis little convenient euphem sm
call ed bundling and sonehow it's okay. |It's
bl ack bag politics. It's the old kind of
politics that no one liked. |It's the politics
of anonymty. It's the politics of buying
government w th anonynous anounts of cash
It's a horrible practice.

Again, bring this to the
floor. | would suggest to nmy Republican
col | eagues, you know this is bad politics.

You know this is a throwback to the days when

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1701

el ections were won by giving people $2 bills.

That's what this is all about. |It's black bag
politics. It has no place in New York.
Approve this notion. Debate this bill. Pass
it and we can get the other house -- we can

call a Conference Commttee and the El ection
Committee and we'll have a Conference

Commi ttee about whether it's wise to all ow
bl ack bag politics in New York State.

It's a bad idea. Stop it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  On the
notion -- Senator Cppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  The
League of Wonen Voters has registered their
voice in the prior bill, and I would |ike, as
a past League of Winen Voters president, to
get this on the record.

They state in their meno in
support of Senator Leichter's bill 3347 that
they understand it's clear that nonied specia
interests giving to those in power in both
parti es have greatly enhanced access and
i nfluence in New York State's governnment and
by limting the contributions to this

housekeepi ng account to the actual expense of
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mai nt ai ni ng the headquarters and the staff at
t he headquarters, that they feel that abuses
of this could be elimnated and, nost
importantly, that the public would again have
confidence in their political process, and
this has been an area of keen concern to the
League of Wonmen Voters that the perception out
there is that noney is -- is making the

deci sions, not the issues in the policy but
rather the nonies in the policy. They take a
very strong stand in favor of limting the
housekeepi ng accounts.

| wanted to get that on the
record.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: On the
notion, all those in favor of accepting the
notion to -- Senator Paterson, why do you
rise?

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President, with no objection from Senator
Leichter, | would |like to bundle the votes
fromthe Mnority Conference and cast a party
vote in the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in

t he negati ve.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23, nays
34, party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
notion is defeated.

Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.
President. Wuld you please call up Senate
3306, please?

THE SECRETARY: The Secretary
w Il read Senator Leichter's notion with
regard to Senate 3306.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Lei chter, Senate Print 3306, an act to amend
the Public O ficers Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER
Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.
President. This particular notion relates to
a bill. 1t doesn't deal wth canpaign
financing but it does deal with ethics in

gover nnent .
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This bill limts the outside
i nconme of our statew de elected officials to
end the practice of statew de officials going
out and maki ng speeches for |arge honorari umns.

Qovi ously this has becone a
problem and let nme just say right off from
the -- right at the beginning, it was not a
problemjust in this admnistration, it was a
problemw th the previ ous governor also, and
i f sonebody says, Well, how come you put this
bill up only when there's a Republican
governor? Wy didn't do you it when there was
a Denocratic governor?

I want to do a nea cul pa. |
should have. It was wong then and it's wong
now, but the fact that we failed to take
action when the previous governor spent a fair
anmount of tinme going around in this state or
-- | don't believe he did it in this state
but outside of the state, giving speeches for
honor ari uns, we shoul d have stopped it, but
because we didn't doesn't nmean that we ought
to allow a practice to continue that is
clearly wong.

| think it's wong of the
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present governor to go out and do this. |

thi nk we ought to demand of our statew de

el ected officials that they not work for any
ot her outside interests, that there not be any
conflict, that their whol e dedication be with
their job of serving the people of the state
of New York and that they not |ook for making
out si de i ncone by giving speeches before

vari ous special interest groups.

So this is a good bill,
somet hi ng we shoul d do, sonething we all ought
to go on record as saying, Let's end that
particul ar ethical abuse that exists in New
York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President, on the bill. | think Senator
Lei chter has raised an issue that we're al
guilty of in practicing what sonetinmes | cal
the politics of confusion.

W' re agai nst somet hi ng when
anot her party is in the Executive Mansion or
has attai ned sone kind of power and then, when

we have the opportunity to change it, suddenly
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there is actually no change, and it doesn't
really matter who's in office. It is a point
worth noting that huge sunms of nobney have been
made, not only in this state but in other
states, by elected officials going out and
speaki ng before groups. It certainly taints
the process. It's sonething that the House of
Representatives of the United States has put a
stop to and, with Senator Leichter's anbitious
gesture today, we can put a stop to it here.

["min favor of the notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  On the
notion, all in favor of accepting the notion
to discharge, signify by saying aye.

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote
in the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the
roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23, nays
34. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
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notion is defeated.

Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.
President. |If | could call up Senate 3490-A,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Lei chter, Senate Print 3490-A, an act to anend
the Election Law and the County Law.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
President, this bill that |I seek to have
di scharged fromconmmttee deals with a whole
mechani sm of how we enforce the El ection Law
and the Canpai gn Fi nance Law and seeks to get
rid of the political Boards of Elections that
we have now, both on the county |evel as well
on the state level, and seeks to make el ection
|i ke any other governnmental function, one that
the executive is responsible for and not the
political parties as is presently the case.

There's just no justification
for saying that, Well, we'll have the
Republ i cans and the Denobcrats together run the

el ection nmachinery in this state.
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This is a governnent al
function. Elections are just too inportant.
They're really the crux of our Denocratic
system of governnment, and they ought to be run
in atotally non-political manner.

Qobviously that's not the case.
Let ne just say, in the state Board of
El ection that we have now, it's a prescription
for immobilization. I1t's a prescription for
not doi ng anyt hi ng because you have two
Republ i can nenbers, you have two Denocratic
menbers. Anything controversial, they
deadl ock two-two and no action is taken and
very often, as we know, the Republican and the
Denocratic nenbers, whether on the state
| evel, on the local level, will join together
to keep down insurgents in either party.

It's just wong. W' ve al
been part of this system but there cones a
time when it just cries out for change, and I
think that tinme probably passed sone tine ago
but we can certainly take this action now and
give the people of the state of New York a
fair, inpartial, non-political election

machi nery.
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Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEIER  On the

notion, all those in favor signify by saying

aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay".)

Motion to discharge is
def eat ed.

Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
President, | call up now Senate 3493.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Lei chter, Senate Print 3493, an act to amend
the Public Oficers Law and the Penal Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Leichter.
SENATOR LEI CHTER: Yes. M.
President, this bill which | seek to
di scharge, again tries to clean up what is an
abuse in government, what is a failure in the
present |law, what is a |oophole in the way we

conduct busi ness.
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Presently there's no
prohi bition on state comm ssioners, other high
state officials going out and engaging in
political fund-raising. This has led to clear
conflict of interest problens, where
commi ssi oners have gone out and rai sed noney
fromindustries that they're supposed to
regul ate and supervi se.

W' ve just had too nmany
exanpl es of that in past adm nistrations and
certainly in the present administration. W
shoul d not have our state conm ssioners, their
state officials -- they work for all the
peopl e of the state of New York. They should
not be engaged in political fund-raising.

This bill seeks to end the
present practice and | oophol e that exists.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: On the
notion, all those in favor of the notion to
di scharge signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay".)

The notion is defeated.

Senat or Leichter.
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SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.
President. |If you would call up Senate 3650.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Lei chter, Senate Print 3650, an act to amend
the El ection Law.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.
President. This particular bill that | seek
to discharge by this notion seeks to close
anot her glaring | oophole in our canpaign
finance law. W presently provide in our
canpai gn finance law for party comm ttees.
Party commttees are not held to the sane
limtation as are commttees for individua
candi dates but party conmttees can transfer
unlimted anmounts to individual candi dates.
So if a particular candi date has max' ed out
with a contributor, that contributor can give
much | arger suns to the party commttee and

the party commttee can transfer unlimted
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amounts to a candi date.

Again, it makes a nockery of
the limtations that we have in |l aw, and what
has happened in recent years is that
particularly the legislative party conmttees
of the four conferences have gone out and
rai sed very large suns of noney, the very
| arge sunms of noney, of course, by the two
Majority Conferences and their party
commttees, the Denocrats, the Assenbly and
t he Republicans and the Senate. This really
gi ves the appearance of legislation for sale,
the amounts that are raised, the magnitude of
t he i ndividual contributions and, of course,
the joke in the Election Law and the canpai gn
finance law is that those comittees are then
able to transfer as nmuch noney as they want to
in any canpai gn that they choose, and that's
one of the reasons, of course, that canpaigns
for the Assenbly, canpaigns for the Senate are
costing such great amounts or there's such a
great expenditure of nonies because nost of it
flows through the legislative party
conmi ttees.

It's just wong. W just
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shouldn't allow those comrttees to contribute
any nore than any other contributor. Put that
[imtation on, and you will decrease
substantially the anpbunt that's spent in
Senat e canpai gns and in Assenbly canpai gns and
will help in avoiding the appearance that
| egislation in the Senate and in the Assenbly
is for sale.
Move the notion, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEIER  On the

notion, all those in favor signify by saying

aye.
(Response of "Aye".)
Opposed, nay.
(Response of "Nay".)
The notion to discharge is
def eat ed.

Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
President, that finishes ny notions for the
day, and | thank you and ny col | eagues.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER
Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY:  Yes, M.

Pr esi dent . | would like the record to show
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that had | been present in the house | ast week
when we voted on Cal endars 303 and 305, |
woul d have voted in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER:  The
record will so reflect.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY:  Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
is there any housekeeping at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: No,
there is not.

SENATOR SKELCS: There being no
further business, | nove we adjourn until
Tuesday, March 17th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEIER:  On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, March 17th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:04 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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