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ALBANY, NEW YORK
April 16, 1996
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REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JOHN R KUHL, JR., Acting President
STEPHEN F. SLOAN, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will conme to order. Ask the nenbers to
find their place, the staff to find their
pl aces. Ask everybody in the chanber, i ncluding
those in the gallery, torise and join ne in
sayi ng the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.

(The assenbl age repeated the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

In the absence of clergy, nay we
bow our heads in a nonent of silence.

(A nmonent of silence was
observed.)

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senate,
Monday, April 15th. The Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Sunday, April 14th,
was read and approved. On notion, the Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hearing
no objection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.
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Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

On page 28 -- this is on behalf
of Senator Sears. On page 28, | offer the
foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 597, Senate
Print 5917 and | ask that that bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 597 are received
and adopted. The bill will retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: On behal f of

Senat or Johnson, please place a sponsor's star
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on Cal endar Nunber 411.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal endar
Nunber 411 is starred at the request of the
sponsor.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
at this tinme if we could adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to adopt the Resolution Calendar. All
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The Resol ution Cal endar is

adopt ed.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON. Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

There is a privileged resol ution
at the desk by Senator Mendez. | would Iike

that title be read and then nove for its

adopti on.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, you're correct. There is a privileged
resolution at the desk. [1'Il ask the Secretary
to read the title.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Mendez, Legislative Resolution honoring the
lifetime achi evenents of Henry Nichols.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The resolution is adopted.

Senat or Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, M.
President. | believe there's a privileged
resolution at the desk. | would ask that the
title be read and the nenbers adopt the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
a privileged resolution at the desk. Direct the

Secretary to read the title.
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THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Sewar d, Legislative Resolution honoring Robert
W Mauer upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the 1996 Citizen of the Year Award
by the Gtsego County Chanber of Comrerce.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The resolution is adopted.

Senat or Skel os, that conpl etes
the resolutions we have. Wat's your pl easure?

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
at this time if we could take up the non
controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Ask the
Secretary to read the non-controversia
cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: On page 7,

Cal endar Nunmber 18, by Senator Cook, Senate

Print 4875-A, an act to amend the Agriculture
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and Markets Law, in relation to agricultura

practices.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
515, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 2105, an
act to amend the Social Services Law and the
Public Health Law, in relation to disclosure of
H V-rel ated i nformation

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect -

SENATOR PATERSON:. Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
518, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 4951-B,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law, in

relation to child day care.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3350

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
521, by Senator Cook, Senate Print 293, an act
to anend the County Law, in relation to review
and approval of nanes for rights-of-way.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of
January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
526, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 3360, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law, in relation
to authorizing nunicipal corporations to
establish volunteer cenetery nmintenance and
cl eanup prograns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
530, by Senator Leibell, Senate Print 6123, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Municipal Law, in
relation to buildings that are part of urban

devel opnent acti on area projects.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
531, by Senator Leibell, Senate Print 6124, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Muinicipal Law, in
relation to powers of nunicipalities in carrying
out urban renewal plans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
539, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 6385, an
act to amend the Insurance Law, in relation to
limtations of expenses of l|ife insurance.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
611, by Senator Present, Senate Print 768, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to eligibility for youthful offender
stat us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

Secretary will read the |ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpl etes
the calling of the non-controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
coul d you pl ease call up Cal endar Nunber 515, by
Senat or Sal and.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read Cal endar Nunmber 515.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
515, Senator Sal and, Senate Print 2105, an act
to anend the Social Services Law and the Public
Health Law, in relation to disclosure of HV
rel ated i nformation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0N OO U~ W N Rk O

3355

SENATOR SKELCS: Read the | ast
secti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect 90 days after it shal
have becone a | aw.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 38.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.
Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELCS: |If we coul d now
nove to the controversial cal endar, | believe

there's one, Cal endar Nunber 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will -- the Secretary will read
Cal endar Number 18.

THE SECRETARY: On page 7,
Cal endar Nunmber 18, by Senator Cook, Senate

Print 4875-A, an act to amend the Agriculture
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and Markets Law, in relation to agricultura
practices.

SENATOR PATERSON. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook, an expl anation of Cal endar Number 18 has
been requested by the Acting Mnority Leader,
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR COOK: M. President,
this bill has been debated earlier, so | won't
go into it in great detail, except to indicate
that this does not, contrary to sonme information
that's being spread about, change the regul ation
as it relates to how pesticides or any other
substance will be applied. These are the
regul ations that apply to the application of
pesticides. They renmain in effect.

Al this bill says is that the

aerial application of substances, whatever -- it
could be seed. It could be fertilizer. It
coul d be pesticides -- is an agricultura

practice and accepted agricultural practice, and
that the practice itself is acceptable and

cannot be chal |l enged, but that doesn't change
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the regulations that apply to the manner in

whi ch pesticides specifically are applied to the
licensure for applying, for the inspection of
how it's applied or any of the other regul ations
that relate thereto.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| don't want to take up nuch
time. Senator Cook and | debated this bill at
sonme length earlier this session. W have an
i ssue of aerial spraying and we al so have an
issue of litigation for those who could be
afflicted by anything caused by aeri al
sprayi ng.

A nunber of nmenbers voted agai nst
this bill. 1In fact, I think my work in this
chanber should be reflected by the disposition
of this bill earlier this session. So | wll
just spend the rest of whatever tine | would
have allotted to just reflect on that magic

moment, and we would like a slowroll call on
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this bill.

SENATOR COOK:  Would you lay the
bill aside. | think that the Mnority has sone
very inportant things they want to do today, and
| wouldn't want to interfere with it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
will be laid aside for the day.

Senat or Skel os, that conpl etes
the calling of the controversial cal endar.

Senat or Onorato, why do you
rise?

SENATOR ONORATO Did we record
the vote on Cal endar Nunber 187

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
was | aid aside, sir.

SENATOR ONORATG  Ckay. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: May we pl ease
take up notions to discharge.

SENATOR TULLY: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Tully, why do you rise?

SENATOR TULLY: Wbul d Senat or
Skel os yield to a question?

SENATOR SKELOS:  Yes, Senator
Tul l'y.

SENATOR TULLY: M. President,
woul d you ask Senator Skel os whet her or not the
matters we're about to discuss on the notions to
di scharge are substantive matters or procedura
matters?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, do you wish to nake a statenment on that
matter?

SENATOR SKELGCS: I n ny opinion
they are politically procedural.

SENATOR TULLY: Thank you,
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER  Wul d the
Deputy Majority Leader -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson -- Senator Paterson, as the Acting
Mnority Leader, we have a nunber of nobtions to

di scharge. At the top of ny list, | have one by
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Senat or Waldon. | know he's not in the
chanber. |Is there sone procedure, some order
that you would |like us to take these up?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes. Thank
you, M. President.

Wul d you pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Dol | i nger, Senator Hoffnmann, Senator
Lei chter and then Senator Waldon. That's the
batti ng order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: You said
Senat or Dol I i nger, Senator Hoffnmann, Senator
Lei chter and then Senator Wal don, is that
correct? You've got Senator Wal don batting
cl eanup?

SENATOR PATERSON. Batting clean
up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Ckay.
Senat or Dol linger, you have two notions to
di scharge. Wich one would you like read
first?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  Yes, M.
President. Before we start, | would |like the

record to reflect that | have been descri bed as
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the speedy lead-off hitter. |In the first tine
of ny personal career, | have earned that claim
M. President. So | would like to thank ny
Deputy M nority Leader for giving nme that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: " Fantasy"
is the word of the day, | think, Senator
Dol I'i nger. Wich one would you like to take
up?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  The one on
the inaugural cormmittee, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wi ch
woul d be Senate 4640, | believe.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: That's
correct, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Dol i nger, Senate Print 4640, an act to anend
the Election Law, in relation to contributions
to i naugural conmttees.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER M.
President, | would nove that the bill be

di scharged fromconm ttee.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wbul d you
like to be recogni zed on the notion?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Yes, please.
On the notion to discharge.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair

recogni zes Senator Dollinger on the notion to

di schar ge.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER M.
President, there are fewtinmes, | guess, in
the -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger, excuse nme just a mnute. There's a
great deal of noise and di sruption going on on
the floor. Can we show our fell ow Senators sone
respect ?

Thank you for the interruption,
Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Thank you,
M. President.

There are fewtinmes in this body
every year when the public's confidence in
government and our credibility anmong the voters

is put to a test. The bill that | seek to
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di scharge fromcomittee today is a bill that I
think will go a long way to re-establishing the
public's confidence in its governnent.

What this bill seeks to do is to
require that any inauguration commttee be
treated |i ke every other canpaign committee in
New York State, that it be required to disclose
to the public where it raises its noney and how
it spends its noney, and that it's subscribed to
the rules that we require of everyone that
participates in the political process by giving
noney; that it's subscribed to the rules on
limts on canpaign contributions on an annua
basis; that it contain the types of disclosure
of information that anyone running for office is
now currently required to give, but | don't
think that | need to speak persuasively on this
floor to tell you why this bill ought to cone
out of conmttee and be a part of the | aw of the
state of New York.

Let ne just give you a sanple of
the editorial judgnments of newspapers in New

York State. Let their voice ring out and
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per haps you'll understand why this bill should
beconme a part of New York | aw.

From the Post Standard in
Syracuse dated Decenber 13th, 1995, it describes
the Pataki adm nistration tal king about ethica
propriety is alittle Iike Prince Charles
tal king about fidelity. Neither is known for
their expertise on the subjects. Ethics require
information to be reveal ed, not covered up.
Et hics require prom ses to be kept, not broken.
Ethics requires telling the truth.

As you all know, the Pat aki
adm ni stration had an i naugural party in January
of 1995, frankly, in ny judgnent as anyone who
wins the office of the state of New York is
entitled in their discretion to decide to throw
a party for the people of this state. What |
bel i eve, however, they are not entitled to do is
to ignore all the canpaign finance disclosure
| aws when they raise noney for that party, when
t he appearance of influenced peddling is
wi despread in the wake of all of that

fund-raising. To this date, we don't know how
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much was raised. Fromny point of view, it's
not for lack of ny own trying.

| started witing letters to the
Governor of this state on April 24th, 1995. |
asked himto fulfill a prom se that he made in
January of 1995, to sinply abide by the | aws of
this state and to discl ose of ampbunts that have
been contributed to his inaugural comrttee, how
much had been contributed, how nmuch had been
spent, who gave it and who got it. A very
si npl e question, one that this body in passing
fi nance disclosure | aws has al ways agreed has
been in the public interest.

The Post Standard told you that
Governor Pataki tal king about ethics is Iike
Prince Charles tal king about fidelity. What
about this comment from Russ Davis witing in
Utica? "Pataki |eads the nost ethically
bankrupt adm nistration since the days of Warren
Hardi ng. He's doing nore stonewal ling than
Ri chard Ni xon. One of those presidents died in
di sgrace because he was an out-of-the-loop nice

guy in a flock of 'gimre' birds. The other had
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to resign in disgrace for knowi ng the truth but
peddling lies. The facts nake it clear
something is rotten in Albany. It's tine to
quit" and, again, they use this word, "covering
up".

evil. Has Pataki been spinning fiction with his

"I't's not a case of good or bad but which

protestations of the ignorant innocence or has
he been out of the | oop while state governnent
has been up for sale? Enough games. Enough
cutesy, little sound bites. Enough fiction.
It's time the people learned the truth.”

How do they get to that truth?
W passed a | aw that requires inaugura
commttees to disclose where they received their
noney and how they spent it, which is the
subject of this bill.

What about the Al bany Tinmes Union
in responding to the Governor's -- the
di scl osure in the New York Tinmes about how
canpai gn finances or how canpai gn contributors
had given to the inaugural conmttee? They
poi nted out that the explanations offered by the

Governor fromthe second fl oor don't wash, when
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they said the Times had no trouble tracki ng down
some of the donors whose generosity exceeded
state limts on canpaign gifts. One

phar maceuti cal conmpany gave $25,000, five tines
t he canpaign contribution. That sane conpany
had $1.7 mllion worth of contracts with the
state for nedical products and services. Two
banks gave generously as well, and the state
just happens to use them for pension deposits
and low interest |oan prograns. "Wth one big
nane contri butor after another being identified
in the press”, the Times Union went on to say,
"The Pataki adm nistration might argue that it
doesn't matter whet her the books were open or
not. That won't wash either. A conplete
listing is in order if the public is to judge
where the adm nistration has conprom sed
itself. Another explanation is also due why
some contributors were so grossly allowed to
exceed state guidelines. The nost inportant
expl anation of all has to do with the Governor
hi nsel f, nanely, why he prom sed an accounti ng

for a fund that sponsored people's reception,
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only to shut those sane people out when that
accounting was due."

The Governor has prom sed to
produce this information. He knows it's in the
public interest to prom se this information, but
yet he stonewalls the efforts of this
Legi sl ature and our coll eagues in the Assenbly
to find out where those funds cane from

In the Daily News, April 1st,
1996, editorial witers continued to argue for
t he passage of this bill and the disclosure of
that information. 1n describing Governor
Pataki's refusal to publicly nane the donors,
the Daily News noted "The reasons have changed
with the seasons. First thing Pataki said the
l'i st was confidential because the CGovernor had
to be shielded fromknowi ng who was on it, |est
he feel obliged to pay favorites. Wuat is he a
mushroom he has to be kept in the dark? Then
came the excuse that the donors were prom sed
confidentiality to shield them from harassnent
fromPataki's political enemes. Next, the dog

ate the list? Pataki mnmust stop the silly

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3369

def enses and cone clean. He nust rel ease the
donors' names, show how nmuch was rai sed, how
much was spent, how it was spent and nmuch -- how
much is left.”

One other comment fromthe Press
and Sun Bulletin. This is back in Novenber of
1995. "The inaugural bash used no governnent
funds and Pat aki was not obligated to apply
canmpai gn contribution limts toit." | debate
that, but that's what the editorial says, "but
the Governor's instincts were correct when he
prom sed to abide by the limts and reveal the
campai gn contri butors. Wen the Governor or any
politicians accept |arge donations, the public
is bound to wonder if his adm nistration wll
gi ve donors interests special consideration.”

That's the issue that this bil
presents. |s the governnent of the state of New
York for sale? 1Is it for sale by George Patak
and his adm nistration or by anyone el se?
Whenever anyone gives their noney to a public
official, the people of this state are entitled

to know who gave it and they're entitled to know
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what it was spent for so that they can trace the
pattern of those funds and assure thensel ves
that this government is not for sale.

| think we need to send a nessage
to the second floor that we in this chanber have
a high standard of ethics, that we in this
chanber who have to report our contributions,
who have to give an accounting of where our
funds go, that we subscribe to an ethica
standard that every elected official in this
state shoul d subscribe to, whether they're in
this chanber, as George Pataki was two years
ago, or whether they sit on the second floor as
t he Governor of this state.

I"mafraid, my colleagues, that
t he odor of potential corruption that this
failure on the part of the Governor to realize
has perneated this state. Look at the editorial
witers and what they'|ll tell you is that they
can snell it in Syracuse. They can snell it in
Uica. They can snell it in Buffalo. They can
snell it in Rochester. They can snell it in New

York City. | have urged this Governor to revea
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t he nanmes of these donors, to nmake it avail able
to the public. He has refused to do so.

The tine has cone for the menbers
of this chanber to stand up and say that we have
an ethical standard that we will not permt any
departures from We will not permt the
Governor to depart fromit. We will not permt
any elected official in this state. If we fai
to pass this law, I'mafraid that the nessage
that we send is that there is one person in this
state who is above the law. It is our sworn
duties as nenbers of this body to ensure that
t hat never happens, that we all abide by the
same | aws and the sane standards, and that we
don't send to the public a confusing nessage
about how certain |laws apply to them but if
you're rich enough and powerful enough to be
el ected the Governor of the state of New York
you are exenpt fromthose | aws.

It seenms to ne that that woul d be
a tragedy for denocracy, a tragedy for the
people of this state and destroy the public's

confidence in this governnent. | believe that
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this bill enbodies nothing less, and that in
order to restore that confidence, this bil
shoul d conme before this house today and shoul d
becone a part of our law, so that we can march
down the road to a better inforned, better

enl i ghtened public that has confidence that its
state governnent is not being bought.

M. President, | urge that this
bill be considered by the house and that the
notion to discharge be approved.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senator Gold on the notion.

SENATOR GOLD: Thank you very
much, M. President.

M. President, first of all, |

ought to be very clear. There's no doubt in ny

mnd that an individual -- forget the title

"Governor" -- that an individual named CGeorge
Pat aki is an honest man. | happen to believe
that. | also happen to believe that there are

ot her honest people and that whatever the gane
is or the guidelines, it should apply to all as

Senat or Dol | i nger pointed out.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3373

So | understand that in the
nation's capital, the junior Senator from New
York has suggested that there be certain
guidelines as it applies to an investigation
whi ch invol ves the President, which guidelines
are conpletely different than the guidelines he
want ed when the United States Senate and ot hers
were |l ooking into matters that he was invol ved
with. Wthout judging the junior Senator, it
seens to me that guidelines ought to apply in
cases the sane way.

| started out by saying that |
bel i eve personally know ng an individual naned
George Pataki, that | believe that individual to
be honest. | think that individual makes a big
m st ake when you are honest and you don't give
the public the total perception that it deserves
of the honesty of a situation, and it is not
enough to say that | am an honest person and,
therefore, you should not raise the questions.
| do not think that is fair. | think that when
you are in public life, people are allowed to

ask you questions that the average citizen may
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decide to answer or not answer, and that is the
i ssue of the bill.

The issue of this bill is not the
personal honesty of an individual, but whether
or not the public has the right to not only have
an honest public servant but to feel and
percei ve that the person is honest and,
therefore, what this bill does is just give an
assurance to the public that they deserve.

Now, this is very nmuch in |ine
wi th what Senator Dollinger and I and others
have cried for for years in terns of the
Legi slature as a whole. W are very delighted
that after our urging and pushing and pushing,
we finally got you to the well and you are goi ng
to rel ease the nunbers, financial nunbers of the
New York State Senate. You prom sed to do that
for the first three nonths of this year and have
it as a continuing basis. That was years of
pul l'ing and pushing, and we tried to explain to
you that we weren't |ooking to make these
nunbers public because we were calling you

di shonest. W wanted the nunbers public because
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the public has a right to see the nunbers, and
if they are honest -- and in the case of a
governor, | certainly hope they' re honest. |
certainly believe they're honest, but in the
case of a governor, let the public go to sleep
at night without there being stories questioning
whet her or not the state's for sale, whether he
is favoring contributors. | don't believe it is
and | don't believe he does.

W' ve had all -- nobst of us at
any rate in this chanber -- had the opportunity
to serve with George Pataki, and while he was
not my druthers for Governor on the basis of
political philosophy, | never had a bad word to
say about himas a human being or as to his
norality, and all that this bill does, it's an
urging on the part of Senator Dollinger, for
every citizen of this state to be able to go to
sleep at night with the same faith in the
honesty and integrity in the Governor as | have
and as | assunme everybody has.

So let's not divert the issue.

woul d support this bill if it was the exact
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simlar situation and Mario Cuonb was the
Governor or anybody was the Governor. The issue
is the public's right to know and who the
particul ar player is, be it George Pataki, be it
Bill Cinton or Al phonse D Anato, you either
have to take the position that the public has a
right to knowin all of these situations or not.
Those of us on this side of the

aisle are going to vote for the public's right

to know.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER M.
Presi dent -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER  -- woul d
Senator Gold yield to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gol d, do you yield to question from Senat or
Dol | i nger ?

SENATOR GOLD: | didn't do it
right?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR DOLLINGER: Did you know
that President Bill Cinton, who had an
i naugural party, released the nanmes of the
peopl e who donated to the inaugural event that
he hel d i n Washi ngton and al so denonstrat ed
exactly where all of the funds went do? Were
you aware of that?

SENATOR GOLD: | woul dn't have
expect ed anything | ess.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Were you
aware that Rudy G uliani who was el ected mayor
of the city of New York, a Republican from New
York State, also did exactly the sane thing,
that he held an i naugural event and that he
rai sed noney for the inaugural event and that he
di scl osed who gave hi mthe noney and where it
was spent? Were you aware that he foll owed that
pattern as wel|?

SENATOR GOLD: | don't agree with
everything that the nmayor does, but he's does
some good things, and follow ng the exanpl e of

the President was one of them
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SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Wbul d you be
surprised that Christie Whitman, the Republican
Governor of the state of New Jersey, had an
i naugural event, raised nonies for the
i naugural, took -- gave the public an accounting
of exactly where she raised the noney and where
it was spent?

SENATOR GOLD:  In that case, |I'm
shocked but |'m delighted.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER Would it seem
to you like that was a pretty good trend to
fol | ow?

SENATOR GOLD: | think it's a
terrific trend, and I'm gl ad you asked those
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is there

any ot her Senator wi shing to speak on the

noti on?

Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M. President,
we had a very clear indication why this bill is

necessary, and if you take a | ook at the history

of what has happened in regard to the Patak
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i naugural commttee and the comm tnents that
were made to the public, when that inaugura
commttee was formed, a prom se was nmade that
all contributions would be nade public, and
that's the practice, | think, that the public
expected, certainly one that the public demanded
and clearly one that the public has a right to.
However, as time passed, there
was no di sclosure. When Senator Dol linger -
and | think he deserves great credit for having
served the public in pursuing this issue -
asked, "Where are the records", he was
stonewal | ed. Wen ot hers asked, they were
stonewal | ed. Wen the Assenbly asked, the
Assenbly was stonewal | ed. The Assenbly finally
had to i ssue subpoenas. | thought one of the
nore amusi ng things that has happened in the
Capitol in sonme tine was that, | believe it was
two weeks ago one of the assenblyman, | think it
was Assenbl yman Tonko, said that there is
evi dence that sone of the noney fromthe
i naugural commttee went to pay off canpaign

expenses, expenses of the Pataki canpai gn, and
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t he Governor's spokesperson said, "That's
outrageous. It's totally false". So the press
said, "Well, would you tell us why it's fal se?
Just show us the record.” "Ch, we're not going
to do that." Wll, that shows you the
i nportance of a bill like this to overcone this
sort of stonewalling and this refusal to be
honest with the public.

| don't know whether it was
Justice Brandeis or Justice Douglas that said
that the best disinfectant is openness, is
public disclosure, and that's all really that
this bill asks for. | think that it's an
accepted principle of Anerican Denocratic life
and Anerican electoral life that the public has
a right to know who contri butes to canpai gns,
who contributes to public officials, so that the
public can judge if there's been sone undue
i nfluence or sonething else which the public
shoul d know and whi ch may expl ain why parti cul ar
action was taken by the public.

In this instance, we have a

departure. W have a refusal to abide by the
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rules, a refusal to keep prom ses. One can only
conjecture why this is being done, why this

st eadf ast refusal to nake these records public.
Is it a cover up? |If so, why? Wat has
happened to the noney? Wy not make it public.
Is there sonething to hide here? The public has
a right to know, and we as | egislators have an
obligation to see that inaugural committees are
covered by the laws requiring disclosure of
campai gn contri buti ons.

The Governor has an obligation to
make that public, and we as | egislators have an
obligation to see that the | aw does not have
this sort of an exception, but that inaugural
commttees are covered. You can stonewall only
that long, but if you study the history of
Anerican politics, eventually you' re going to
end of f much worse than if you canme forth
initially and said, "Here it is", and as
| egi slators, the Republicans in this house can
stonewall. You can stand with your Governor and
tell the public you' ve got no right to this

information. W thunb our nose at you. W
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don't have to keep our promses, but I'IIl tel
you, you will end up paying for it.
| hope that you will let this do

the right thing. Let this bill out for a vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is there
any ot her Senator wi shing to speak on the notion
to di scharge?

(There was no response.)

Heari ng none, then a vote in the
affirmative is a vote to discharge the bill from
commttee. A vote in the negative is a vote to
defeat the notion and |eave the bill in the
commttee. The question then is on the notion
to discharge. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Senat or Paterson, why do you
rise?

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
we would like a party vote in the affirnmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes 19, nays
37. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is defeated.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
just for the record, since today is going to be
“"Motion to Discharge Day", the one day we al
| ook forward to every year, the Mnority has
informed us that Senate 2553, Senate 5794-B and
Senate 6645, those -- the notions to discharge
on those bills will not be brought this year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Thank
you, Senator Skel os.

SENATOR VELELLA: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel el la, why do you rise?

SENATOR VELELLA: If | may, just
as a notice to nmy colleagues, |I'mgoing to be
listening to a | ot of the debate on the notions
to discharge and just in case anyone's in their
office, I would Iike themto know that there is

a possibility there nmay be sone slowroll calls
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call ed on sone of these notions since they are
of such inportance. |'msure all the Mnority
woul d |i ke to be present and be in the chanber
to vote in support of their colleagues and be
here to be recogni zed as to where they stand on
the issue. So there nmay be sone slow roll
cal | s.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Thank
you, Senator Vel ella.

The Secretary will call the next
notion to discharge. | believe it's Senate
6456, by Senat or Dol |inger.

Senat or Paterson, why do you

rise?

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
actual ly, Senator Dollinger would be willing to
wait, and if you would now -- before you do

that, how did the |ast notion turn out?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
recorded vote was ayes 19, the nays 37. Party
votes were recorded in both. The notion was

def eated by a narrow margin.
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SENATOR PATERSON:. Thank you.

Vell, we'll keep working. Wuld
you pl ease recogni ze Senat or Hof f mann.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann, do you wi sh to have your first notion
to discharge read at this tine?

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will then read. | infornmed, Senator
Hof f mann, that you wish to take themin order,
Senate 2069, Senate 2070, Senate 2072, Senate
2073, Senate 2074 and then conclude with 2071,
is that correct?

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  That's
correct, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: All
right. The Secretary will read the notion to
di scharge on Senate 2069.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Hof f mann, Senate Print 2069, an act to anmend the
Public Oficers Law, in relation to exenpting

political commttees, conferences and caucuses
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fromthe provisions of Open Meetings Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Hof f mann on the notion to
di schar ge.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you very
much, M. President.

| have been | ooking forward to
this opportunity for two years now. Sone of you
may renmenber that | did not introduce these
notions a year ago, giving the new Governor and
the new Majority Leader an opportunity to bring
about sonme of the changes that we had heard
about during the canpaign that preceded the
begi nning of this term but | do believe that
the time has come to introduce these notions
once agai n.

| would |ike to thank Senator
Vel ella at the outset for his very kind
suggestion to those nmenbers who are a little bit
tardy conmng to the chanber today. | appreciate
that. | too would very nmuch like to see a slow
roll call or two this afternoon, naybe nore, and

| thank you for your adnonition to anybody who's
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wi thin the sound of our voices and hope that
they will cone posthaste.

| have to note, however, that the
Acting Majority Leader on the floor spoke with a
little bit of sarcasm if |I'mnot m staken in
saying this is a day that we all |ook forward
to. | don't want to m squote Senator Skel os,
and he is a loyal nenber of this chanber and a
very hard working Senator, but | did detect just
alittle bit of cynicismin stating that you
were | ooking forward to this afternoon, and it
saddens ne to hear that because, as a duly
el ected nmenber of this Senate, this is virtually
the only opportunity that | have, constrained as
it is, to bring forward these notions, and |'ve
recei ved wi despread support, as have sone of ny
ot her col |l eagues who are co-sponsors with ne,
from organi zati ons, fromindividuals, from
newspapers all across the state, and to be
forced into a narrow tinme framework, into an
arcane parlianmentary procedure that only all ows
nme the opportunity to request that the bills be

di scharged fromconmttees in which they are

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3388

entonbed is insulting enough without having to
have the added adnonition that this is sonehow
an ordeal that other people nust endure.

My right of free speech and, in
fact, the right of the 300,000 people in Centra
New York that | represent for free speech and
adequate representation is severely curtailed by
the way this Legislature conducts its business,
and that's why | feel conpelled to bring these
i ssues forward again this year -- or to attenpt
to di scharge them fromcomm ttee.

| want to say at the outset that
I had a wonderful sense of future hope and
optimsmtoday when | sat in, the first for ne
and only the third for the state Conference
Committee between both houses, for approximately
two hours this norning under the wonderf ul
chai rmanshi p of Senat or Cook of the Education
Committee in this house and Assenbl ynman Sanders
fromthe Assenbly. A group of about 15 or 16 of
us Senators and Assenbly nmenbers net to try to
hamer out differences between the two houses'

bills which deal with the right of small cities
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in New York State to vote upon their schoo
budget s.

There are a nyriad of differences
between the two bills. There are also
di fferences of opinion between nost of us who
sat in that conference roomtoday, and yet we
had a wonderful give and take. W were able to
roll up our sleeves, as Assenbl yman Sanders
said, and talk in a meani ngful way about the
rights of the small cities to either have the
vote or to opt out of voting as sonme nmay choose
to, what type of issues would be covered under
conti ngency budgets, whether or not there should
be a triggering nechanismlike a cost of living
i ncrease, at which point a vote would be
enacted. O herw se, there would be an opting
out provision for sone localities. Al of this
we coul d discuss without ever once hearing the
word "Majority” or "Mnority" or "Republican" or
“"Denocrat", and in 12 years in this
Legi sl ature, that was probably the nost
refreshi ng experience | have ever had, and I

believe that it is the way that all of our
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conm ttees should run. This should not be sone
crazy experinent. This should be the way in
whi ch we do our business all the tinme. W have
the conmttees. |In fact, we have very capable
chai rnmen and chai rwonen of virtually all of the
conm ttees and nenbers on both sides of the
aisle with expertise, but yet in this house, in
this Legislature, all of the principal

deci si on- nmaki ng continues to take place behind
cl osed doors, in roons in which people are
organi zed under a political banner. It is the
cl osed door party conference which is the
princi pal decision-making arena in New York
State governnent. More often than not, it is in
t he dead of night.

How nany tines have | been given
assurances that black was white, that red was
green, that yellow was blue at a 2:00 a.m, 3:00
a.m or 4.00 a.m neeting in the Denocratic
Conf erence Room down the hall, only to find out
a few hours later that, in fact, that was not
the case at all, and then we were all rushed

into the Senate chanber with barely tine for the
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ink to dry on bills and forced to vote on
neasures that we had little know edge of and
certainly had no tinme to validate.

Probably one of the nost
of fensi ve exanples in recent nenory was a bil
that was presented to us as a debt reform
neasure. A few years ago we were told that the
bond raters liked it, that the conptroller |oved
it, everybody was on board, and that it really
woul dn't cause any nore new debt for the state.
| voted against it and then stayed up al
through the night trying to figure it out. The
next day one the first people who called nme in
response to the FAX that | sent out with a nore
t hor ough anal ysis than the one that | had
recei ved before the bill canme up cane fromthe
conptroller at that tinme, Ned Regan who said
"thank you for figuring out what this neans. |
think this is terrible.” | said, "Ned, | was
told at 2:00 a.m today that you just |oved
this." "Ch, no. Nobody ever talked to nme", but
we were in a closed door party conference. No

press, no public, no conptroller. | doubt that
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he even knew we were neeting then on this
nmeasure, and until we change that way of doing
busi ness, the people of this state are going to
continue to be ill-served. It is the commttees
where we shoul d have this orderly discussion of
the inmportant issues of this state, and in the
beginning of this term it |ooked Iike we were
headed in that direction.

Senator Bruno did a nunber of
wonderful things, and | -- | still renenber the
great sense of excitenent in this chanber that |
and everyone el se felt when he took that seat in
whi ch Senat or Skel os now stands. He rose on the
floor and he, in a nost sentinental and
passi onate way, conplinented his famly,
extolling virtues he learned fromhis father who
he descri bed as a uneducated | aborer. | don't
renenber exactly the characterizati on he made,
but fromhis heart, he thanked his famly for
teaching himthe values of this country that
allowed himto rise to that position of success,
and then with no fanfare at all, our new

Majority Leader introduced a rule for the -- a
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resolution, | believe, for the -- for this body
that would elimnate the | ate night sessions.
The | anguage that he chose was the sane | anguage
that I had had for years in one of these
nmeasures that I"'mattenpting to bring forward
today, and we just passed it. It showed the
power and the commtnent of a new leader in this
chanber to change to reformand to fairness, to
good governnent because, of course, we don't
make good | egislation, we don't make good
decisions. A lot of us can't even keep our eyes
open at 4:00, 5:00, 6:00 a.m, and |I can
remenber tines when we worked literally around
the clock for three days straight. At the end
of that third day, | think probably nost of us
were ready to be checked into sone place for
cl oser evaluation and we have, in fact, seen
menbers taken out of here by anmbul ance because
exhaustion or other physical problenms brought on
by that duress, but Senator Bruno, in his
wi sdom showed a willingness to change that.
This year it becane part of our

permanent rules. | would hope that when we get
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to that neasure as a bill in a few mnutes, that
we wll be able to vote to nmake it a permanent
law, or at least let it pass this chanber and go
to the Assenbly so it will becone a |law of this
state, but there are other areas where Senator
Bruno al so denonstrated sone wonderful openness,
and the newspapers were full of stories giving
himcredit for noving forward. "Bruno noves to
open the process” fromthe Legislative Gazette.
"Bruno's proposal: Victory for Refornm', this
fromthe Cbserver Dispatch in Uica, New York
back in Decenber of 1994, shortly after the
announcenent that he was to be the new Majority
Leader. Said "There is hope now for | ong needed
ref orms under Senator Joseph Bruno, who will
becone Senate Majority Leader next nonth", and
then it quotes Senator Bruno saying "W're in a
new era. | represent a change. Governor Patak
represents a change, and | think people have a
right to fuller disclosure of where their noney
goes", and the newspaper went on to conplinent
him for that wonderful insight into what the

voters, in fact, wanted, and then the Heral d
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Anerican al so extolled Senator Bruno in 1994
back in Decenber, saying "There's new hope for
reformin the state Legislature. New Yorkers
nmust urge their legislators to keep the nonentum
goi ng", and then it praises Senator Bruno for
maki ng changes. It says, "Even though they are
smal | enough, there is novenent. W are getting
of f dead center. The |ast year there has been a
conpl ete turnover in state governnent

| eadership. There will be no better opportunity
than right now for overhauling the nmachinery of
state governnent. Legislators nmust not waste
it", but I"'mafraid as we cone to the cl ose of
this term this legislative termand we cone to
the close of this session, that we have, in
fact, wasted it. W have squandered this
wonder f ul opportunity to bring about true and
abiding reformin this state, and | would ask
Senator Bruno to reflect back on the nonentum
that he had going in as Majority | eader and see
if it's possible to redirect sone of those
energi es so that before we | eave here, we can do

justice to the people of this state and show
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what it is that we're capable of.

| want to acknow edge that | fee
frustrated at having to do this, after seven
years, these bills have never noved from
commttee. | didn't introduce themlast year.
In the first year | introduced thembut | didn't
attenpt to discharge themfromcomittee. In
the first year that | introduced them | didn't
enpl oy the di scharge notions because | just went
t hrough the ordinary process, but five tines |
have tried to bring themto the floor and five
times | have experienced defeat, but there's no
one who understands better what it nmeans to
carry an issue over a number of years than
Senat or Vol ker, and | appl aud Senator Vol ker for
his tenacity. Over 17 years, | believe, he
i ntroduced and spoke el oquently on the need for
death penalty restoration in New York State and
for 17 years, various governors vetoed the
nmeasure that passed this house under Senat or
Vol ker' s sponsorshi p, but that did not
di scourage Senator Volker, and I will not be

di scouraged. It's disheartening, but I wll try
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to mai ntain the enthusi asm expected of ne by the
peopl e who have sent nme here to work for them
Not one of them has ever witten to ne or tal ked
to me about abandoning this effort. Instead, |
get increasing anounts of support. | get voca
adnonitions to keep up the fight, and they
recogni ze that it is a fight, and they ask what
they can do to hel p.

The New York State G ange stands
out as one of the nore stalwart organizations
squarely behind this effort, and I am rem nded
of howit is that the Grange played a role in
even getting these bills into bill form |
spoke to the Grange a few years ago back in
1990. | had served at that point a couple of
offices -- a couple of ternms, and | was invited
by the |l egislative commttee of the state G ange
to address themin Cortland, New York. People
fromall over the state had traveled to the
Grange at their own expense for this annual
neeting. | would guess the nmedi an age woul d
have been sonmewhere close to 70. People live in

small towns in order to be nmenbers of the
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Grange, for the nost part, and nany of them have
an agricultural background, not all. |If you
were to take a sanpling of the people in that
roomalong political affiliation, | would

i magi ne it was overwhel mi ngly Republican, but I
felt very confortable with the Grange back in
February of 1990 in Cortland, and I expl ai ned
when | was asked to give nmy speech how things
worked in Albany, and | didn't really pull any
punches. | gave thema little nore in-depth
know edge about how t hi ngs worked than they had
per haps had heard before fromother |egislators
who had spoken to themin previous years.

There was one issue that was very
topical to themat that tine. Because they cone
fromrural areas, they' re very concerned about
the fact that rural areas are often targeted by
state conm ssions and speci al bodi es enpowered
to deal with issues of hazardous waste or |ow
| evel radioactive waste and eventual |y probably
hi gh | evel radioactive waste, and Cortl and
County had been selected by the Low Level

Radi oacti ve Waste Conmmi ssion as the repository
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of low | evel radioactive waste at that tine, and
it was a big nystery how this comm ssion was
even created, who they were, through whose
authority they had been enpowered to sel ect
Cortland. | did the research, and it was not
easy to find out how this |Iow | evel radioactive
wast e conmi ssion was created. | discovered that
it was one of those | ast night of session
concoctions that came about in a deal between
the two houses of the Legislature and the
Governor's office. It was a way of shifting the
responsibility away fromthe Legislature and
away fromthe admi nistration for one of the nore
difficult decisions.

You created an independent

body to do the dirty work and then you don't

take any blanme at election tine.

This is a

pretty conmon practice in the political arena.

There are pass masters at it in Washington as

well, but I truly didn't know anythi ng about how
this body had been created. | had no
recol l ection of ever having voted on it, but yet

| knew that | had voted on virtually every bil

t hat

had conme up at the end of that session. So
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when | found out how it worked, | told the
people in that roomwhat it was they had done
and | said, You can't blane the conm ssion
al one. You have to blame us. You nust bl ane
your state |egislators because we nust take
responsibility for our actions.

| then had a question from
sonmebody in the audience. | remenber what he
| ooked |ike. He was an ol der gentleman. He was
tall, very distinguished and he was very angry
when he got up. He said, "Now that we
understand better what's wong in Al bany, what
are you going to do to fix it and how are we
going to be able to help you?" | had really not
t hought before about my own persona
responsibility to fix things in Al bany. |
t hought that expl ai ni ng what was w ong and
aski ng other people to help apply sone pressure
fromtinme to tine was probably an adequate task,
but | took to heart what the man said and the
ot her people who speak to nme at the end of that
neeting at the Grange, and | told themthat I

woul d consi der the possibility of introducing a
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series of bills that would be a bl ueprint for
reformif | could figure out ones that woul d,

wi t hout taking up a huge volune, sinply outline
what coul d be done to make things better in our
state Legislature, bills that would create
accountability, bills that would all ow openness
and fairness, and then | said if things don't
fit easily into bill form perhaps there are
internal rule changes that | should propose as
well. 1'lIl see what | can do, and if you can
help me, we may be able to make sonme changes.

A few nonths |ater, we canme up
with a one-page -- because | believe everything
i nportant should fit on one page -- a one-page
list of measures that would reformstate
government. It's a relatively nodest package.
For sonebody who's been here for 12 years, |
have not introduced too many bills and the
hi story of the passage on these bills is a
pretty sorry one, but | introduced six bills
that we will now attenpt to di scharge from
commttee that would begin the process of

changi ng the way we operate so that we woul d not
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have to be enbarrassed about sone of the
horri bl e decisions that are nmade by this state
gover nnment .

The Grange enbraced these
i ssues. | spoke at Grange neetings all over the
state. | was suddenly asked to attend G anges
all the way from Long Island to the Janestown
area. | visited with Granges. | visited with
busi ness groups. The issue caught on far beyond
any of ny expectations, and before a year had
passed, the organi zation supporting this reform
agenda included the Al County Taxpayer
Associ ati ons, Change New York, the New York
State Farm Bureau, the G eater Syracuse
Associ ation of Realtors, Greater Syracuse
Chanber of Commerce, the League of Wonen Voters
of New York State, the Manufacturers Association
of Central New York, Mhawk Valley Buil ding and
Construction Trades, NYPIRG New York Citizens
for a Sound Econony, the New York Newspaper
Publ i shers Associ ati on, New York State G ange,
the New York State Taxpayers Alliance,

I ncor porated, the Onondaga County Federation of
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Sportsman's O ubs, Tack Pack, the United
Transportation Union and dozens of other

busi ness, |abor and good gover nnent groups.
None of them have rescinded their support for

t hese neasures. Many of themcontinue to wite
and to voice their frustration and their desire
to see these neasures or better, deeper, nore
meani ngf ul neasures enact ed.

So | feel conpelled to stand here
t oday, even though | had been told well in
advance that this is a futile effort and even
t hough the initial announcenment that we were
even doi ng di scharge notions was greeted by
cynicismfromthe opposite side of the aisle,
do believe in ny heart that it is possible to
bri ng about this change, and that there are
people out there in this state who will continue
to nmake their voices heard.

Many of those people have spoken
out in just the |ast few days. There are
newspaper editorials -- the Watertown Ti nes
spoke out today -- or yesterday in an editori al

sayi ng "These neasures are sensible and fair and
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the New York State Legislature would do well to
adopt themin the sane nane of progressive
government. It is tinme to nove forward with

| egi slative reforns that the public supports
and, indeed, demands."

The Syracuse Post Standard stated
very eloquently that it was tine for these
neasures to pass and then it went on to very
specifically say "Ask Republican Senators about
Hof f mann' s proposal. Ask themwhy their party
refuses to support her. Ask them what they
specifically are doing to make the Legislature
or at least their own chanber |ess expensive and
nore responsive", and then it goes on to |ist
i ndi vi dual Senators by district who they hoped
the readers will contact in support of these
ref or ns.

The Cortland Standard ran an
editorial last Friday in which it tal ks about
the need for persistence, and it says that
"Despite the cold shoul der she's received from
Senat e Republicans, Senator Hoffmann shoul dn't

give up", and it wishes nme well and indicates
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that it hopes that sone of the other |egislators
who represent that area of the state will take
heed this year and add their voices to mne in
passi ng these reform neasures.

The Utica newspaper did the sane
thing. It said, "Tell state legislators to open
up the Legislature.” It says, "Next week will
bring two unhappy rituals. The first cones
Monday when tax returns nust be filed. The
second comes Tuesday when state Senator Nancy
Larraine Hof fmann will try to bring out of
commttee her reformagenda for the state
Legislature. This is a ritual act because every
year the Senate's Republican | eadership ensures
that this package of critical action never even
gets to the floor for debate", and then it
di scusses the issues and it concl udes by sayi ng
"Demand reform and demand it now and warn the
| egislators that if we bl ock "Reform Tuesday",
they will pay at the polls this Novenber."

Those are strong words from
peopl e who wite newspapers. They're strong

words from taxpayers, and they don't seemto be
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waning at all. |If | amable to do this for
seven years -- and |'ve seen Senator Vol ker
conduct his crusade for 17 years -- | am

convinced that in tine we are going to see these
refornms becone | aw, either under ny sponsorship
or soneone el se's sponsorship or programbills.
| believe that eventually they will be heard,
but the voices sinply don't stop all around the
state.

Here's a letter from sonebody in
Babyl on, New York, fromthe Retired Police
Associ ation of New York State who tells ne that
"Bot h our association president, Ed Curran and
I, spoke of your strong support of our
| egi slative efforts and advi sed the nenbers of
the need to support your notion to discharge the
reformbills.” It talks about a neeting of the
New York State Retired Police Association on
Thursday, April 11th with 125 in attendance, and
then it goes on to state that they will continue
| obbyi ng and encl oses copies of letters witten
to Senator Bruno and several of the Long Island

Senators seated in the chanber today.
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The New York State G ange has
stated again that they will continue to support
the reformefforts.

An i ndi vidual from Canandai gua,
New York with whom|'mnot famliar wote to ne
and indicated that she, | believe, would be
| obbying with her own | egi sl ators.

Sonmebody from Rochester, again,
in another Senate District, says "Keep up the
good work. The people are with you."

O sego County. "lIs it going to
take an act of God to pry them out of
commttee”, and then states that people in
O sego County will continue pronoting this
effort.

Avon, New York. This individua
states that she will petition Senator Vol ker and
Assenbl yman Johnson to support these refornms and
continued to make the case for these to be
passed.

There was one from Skaneat el es
Falls, one from Wbster, New York. It said that

"It's sure worth a try because it is far from
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good the way the Legislature is presently run.”

Far mi ngt on, New York. "I
synpat hi ze with your continuing efforts to enact
meani ngful reform In the future, if there is
any way to keep ne infornmed on a tinely basis,
you can count on ny support."”

Henrietta, New York. "Thank you
and God bl ess you with the courage and strength
to continue the fight -- to continue to fight
the obstinate | egislators who are thinking only
of thensel ves and not of the good of New York
State.” 1'mnot sure whose district that is,
Henrietta, but I"'msure this is a copy of a
letter that was sent to a legislator fromthat
district.

One from Lansi ng, New YorKk.

"“Al though we are not constituents of yours, we
support your conmpn sense approach to
government. Keep up the good work."

One from Wayl and, New Yor K.
"Three cheers, and |'mso gl ad soneone has the
courage to press for reform Keep up", et

cetera.
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Herkimer. "All nmeetings in
Al bany shoul d be open to all the Legislature, as
wel | as individuals who have a real input to
contribute. This closed door policy is
ridicul ous and obviously isn't the answer
anyway. People feel there is no point in voting
or having an opi nion because no one is
listening."”

Wl lianmson, New York. "I'm not
in your district but for God sakes, keep up your
effort with reformto our state governnent. |f
there is any way | can help, please let ne
know. "

New Hartford, Utica, Long Island,
Li ver pool, Vernon, Wbster, Patchogue. "I wll
certainly do nmy best to help get these bills
through or at |east get themthe attention they
deserve." That's from sonebody with a
newsl etter.

Watervill e, New Hanpton. W have
received in ny district office and in this
office in Albany, literally hundreds of letters

frompeople all over the state, many of them
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recently, some of them asking to be kept
i nformed over the year as you've heard from sone
ot her people, and | intend to keep these people
informed and |l et them know the results of this
vote today and | et them know that these bills,
shoul d they not nove, will all continue to be
live bills until this session adjourns, but it's
not just the upstate newspapers and it's not
just sone constituents in rural areas who are
voi cing their support for reform

These neasures have received the
support of the New York Daily News. Wy back in
1992, it was stated in an editorial, "Wrd has
never filtered out to the public at-large that
Congress' peccadillos are nmere child' s play
conpared to those of the Legislature in New York
State. If you're inclined to chauvinism you
m ght say when it cones to abuses of power,
Washi ngton is playing Triple A ball, while
Al bany is in the Major Leage", and then it goes
on to the endorse the legislative refornms that |
have continued to propose.

The New York Tines in 1992 said
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"There's a lot to criticize, starting with the
Legi sl ature's | oaded $168 m | lion budget, unlike
Congress which at |east provides a detailed
breakdown. The | eaders of the perk ridden
Assenbly and Senate provide only a grudgi ng
outline to justify their |egislative budget, the
hi ghest in the country. The result is giant
i ncunbency protection unaccountable to the
t axpayers", and also fromthe New York Tines,
only a year l|later, "For too |long, secrecy has
all oned the Legislature, especially the Senate,
to operate as a giant re-el ection nmachi ne, that
i f enough nmenbers protest, sunshine may at | ast
penetrate the Al bany slush.”

| wel come the support of these
organi zations. | welcone the support of ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle to these
nmeasur es.

| would Iike to just close ny
general remarks before we bring up the bills one
at a time and indicate that I was touched
yesterday when | saw on the wire news that a

former reporter, aretired reporter fromthe
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Buf fal o News who had covered the Al bany
| egi slative activities for 13 years passed
away. Jerry Allen retired. He was 76 years
ol d, and he was quoted -- he retired in 1982,
shortly before | arrived here, but he stil
contributed to pieces of that paper.

After a trip back to Albany in
1992, he wote that "Nothing seens to have
changed. Mbst of the legislators fromwestern
New York and Buffalo that | wote about are
still there." Then he goes on to say, "Al bany
has all of that high tech paraphernalia and
nore, but the nessage is old stuff, al nost
nmedi eval . State governnment still linps along as
it has for a century with an obsolete structure
and i nexcusabl e waste." That contenptuous
attitude from people who cover us for the
newspapers across the state.

Don't we want to do sonething to
i nprove our inmage? Don't we want to do
sonmething to redeem ourselves in the eyes of the
public? Isn't it tine that we provided them

with some good governnent? Isn't it tine that
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we adopted sone meani ngful reforns and accepted
the need for accountability? 1 urge all of ny
col | eagues. Let us not go through this notion
of discharge year after year after year. Let's
enact these neasures and get on with the

busi ness of restructuring a state governnent
that we can all be proud of.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is there
any ot her Senator wishing to speak on this
noti on?

Senat or Col d.

SENATOR GOLD: Woul d the Senat or
just yield to just one question?

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD:  You made a
reference to an editorial in the New York Daily
News. Could you just tell nme the year.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  There are
several editorials fromthe New York Daily
News. There's one from 1992. There's anot her

one from 1993 or '94. Actually, Senator Cold,
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it would take me a little while to find it,
because this entire section here is editorial
and it's not conplete. These are editorials in
support of these neasures from around the state,
but | do believe | have at |east two or three
fromthe Daily News here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gol d, do you wi sh the Senator to yield again?

SENATOR GOLD: |I'msorry. Yeah
Do you recall any news stories in the Daily News
about your efforts or just the editorial page?

SENATOR HOFFMANN: | don't recal
news stories per se. I'mnot sure at this
point. There may have been some, but | don't
know.

SENATOR GOLD: M. President,
just briefly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gol d on the notion.

SENATOR GOLD: | was just asked
t hose questions and |I'm gl ad the Senator was
ki nd enough to yield, because it's obvious to ne

that while there are editorial boards around the
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state and certainly the Daily News, which its
editorial board I don't have on any pedestal,
that's for sure, but in this case, they were
obvi ously smart enough to know sonet hi ng was
going on. It would be interesting if sone of
those reporters were also that intelligent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is there
any ot her Senator wi shing to speak on the
noti on?

(There was no response.)

Heari ng none, the Chair would
rem nd the nmenbers that a vote in the
affirmative is a vote to discharge the bill from
commttee. A vote in the negative is a vote to
defeat the notion and | eave the bill in
commi ttee.

Al those in favor of the notion
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President, |
will like to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Skel os to explain his vote.
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SENATOR SKELCS: | just want to
rem nd ny coll eagues -- and the reason why |'m
voting no on this one and the other notions to
di scharge is that they are really a vote on a
procedural nmatter and certainly not on the
merits of the bill

As | was listening to the
Hof f mann ant hol ogy, | just wanted to rem nd al
of us in the roomand those who bothered to
listen at this tinme of year, that under Senator
Bruno there have been nore reforns in the year
and a half that he's been Majority Leader than
probably the 12 years -- and Senator Hoffmann
and | were elected in the sanme year -- in the
entire prior history of the state Senate, and
I"mvery proud of that. Qur conferences are on
time and we did in the Majority have an open
conference. | believe that's one nore than the
Mnority had this past year. W see |eadership
neetings that are open to the public and to the
press with the Majority and the Mnority being
present. That's under Governor Pataki and

certainly in support of Senator Bruno, Speaker
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Silver. Qur sessions start on tine, 3:00 p. m
Generally they're over by 6:00, 7:00 o'clock,
generally earlier, so that they are in the |ight
of day.

Last year, | do not recall a
budget vote that occurred in the darkness of the
night. | believe every single vote occurred
during the day and certainly we have conference
conmttees now in the state Senate, and this
Senate is being run in an orderly and
busi nessl i ke fashi on under the | eadership of
Senat or Bruno, and certainly there will be nore
reforms that will be presented by the Majority
and our Majority Leader in the near future as
the process goes along, but it's very inportant
to know that to be part of the process in
Al bany, you have to be here. You have to be
here, and I know many articles were read by
Senat or Hof f mann.

O her articles probably will be
menti oned during the day, but | would just like
to point to one article that appeared in the

Dai |y News and, you know, naybe some of the
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reasons why people weren't here were legitimate,
and |'msure there are because just |like with
the Mpjority, we all have frailties of life,
probl ens that occur, but |I'mvery proud to say
that with Al bany's worst no-shows as appeared in
the Daily News April 15th, in the top seven,
there is not one Majority nenber listed. W are
here, the Majority, with Senator Bruno, doing
our work on a daily basis, having our conmttees
function, having our conmm ssions, our task force
function, doing the work of the people of the
state of New York and even nore inportant, being
here on a daily basis and voting on bills, yes
and no, as we are elected to do so.

So in explaining ny vote, M.
President, | amgoing to vote no. It will be a

party vote in the negative on the first notion

to di scharge of Senator Hof fmann, that | intend
again -- because they are procedural matters,
that | intend to vote no on all the additiona

notions to discharge this day.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

Secretary will call the roll
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gold to explain his vote.

SENATOR GOLD: Yeah. Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, a | ot goes on out
here, and | think it's interesting that whenever
you call up certain kinds of conduct, there's
al ways sonebody on the other side, usually very
close to the aisle, who yells out "cheap shot."
| think that Senator Skelos' reference is a
very, very cheap shot, particularly when you
tal k about a newspaper which, as | pointed out
tal king to Senator Hof fmann, sonmebody on the
editorial page understands reform their
reporters can be up here the | ongest tine.

The Daily News doesn't understand
that if they wote stories about notions |ike
this, they could be changed, because if these
bills come to the floor, they will be changed.
They are not procedural. They are, in fact,
bills which could have effect.

One of your nenbers who | won't
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menti on by nane because | don't want to yell a
cheap shot, even wites letters to his |oca
newspaper about how he's for reform and then
votes against the bills when they conme out of
here. The reporters just can't pick that up.
Maybe one of the reasons the reporters don't is
they don't want to get you people nmad because
it's easier getting stories in the back roons
for you than working for them

The bottom line, though, is that
the nenbers on this side are very hard-worKking

and very effective, and the issue is not

attendance. |It's effectiveness. As a matter of
fact, the one year that Jim Donovan -- nay he
rest in peace -- wasn't here because of ill ness,

he woul d have shown up in that story which would
have been an irrel evancy and a cheap shot.

There are people in that story who have
illnesses. There is one person in that story -
nodesty forbids nme fromnentioning the nanme -
has probably got one of the best attendance
records over 25 years that ever was, and in the

year that nmy father-in-law died, the rather
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unt al ented person that wote that story decides
to wite a story.

At any rate, the point is that
this is not procedural, but ny congratul ations
to you, Senator Skel os, because you're smart
enough to know that reporters aren't always as
smart as they think they are, and if they were
that smart and they were around here | ong
enough, they woul d know t hat change can be
acconplished if they, in their news stories,
wer e hel pful in supporting what goes on in these
chanbers, and there's not enough of them Thank
God we' ve got one or two, but there's not enough
of them who understand what this whole thing is
about. They understand that at the end of the
day they've got to have a story, and if they can
get a story fromthe back roomin the Majority,
that's a story, but that doesn't lead to
change.

What | eads to change is
persi stence and Senator Hof f mann, God bl ess her,
has persistence, and there are other people,

Senator Dol linger, and | know the tal k around
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this place. You don't like people with
persistence. Well, that's too bad. Qur job is
to be persistent and to see to it that change
conmes, and I'mglad that Senator Bruno makes
changes. |'mnot against that, but it's amazing
to me. Sonebody does his job and then you
expect a bouquet for it. You expect a nedal for
it, and then you say | cannot do now all of the
things | shoul d do.

| don't understand Senator Bruno
inthis reward. He has tried to bring certain
changes. Well, if he has a businessnan -- and |
respect that word as | say it -- as a
busi nessman, he cane in and said we've got to
have changes. If we're going in at 3:00, I'm
going to be there at 3:00. If we're going in at
2:00, we'll be there at 2:00. | want committees
to run. |If he understands all of that, how does
his m nd shut off on the kinds of things that
Senat or Dol linger and Senator Leichter and, in
this case, Senator Hoffmann tal k about ?

The answer is it's not shutting

off fromlack of intellect, so it nust be
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shutting off because of the kind of things
tal ked about before, there's sonmething to hide
or there's sonmething to give up

Senat or Skel os, you have 31-plus
votes. W have nmade offers of anmendnents to
bills. W nake suggestions to bills, and the
machos on your side will never take any
suggestion. So when you say you're here to do
t he people's work, you're not doing the people's
wor k. You're doing your own work, your own
political work as you see it. So don't
criticize people and say, Well, you know, if you
were here on a certain day, sonething would have
happened, because the answer is that it is a
constant fight for the nenbers of this Mnority
to make sure that the issues are put out there
to show the invalidity of a |lot of the things
you do, and we are going to continue to do that,
and it's for that reason, partially, that I
support these notions.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: M. President,
I wonder if Senator Skelos would yield for a

question, please.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann, we are on a roll call at the nonent,
and Senator Di Carlo has asked for the
opportunity to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you. |
can wait until the following bill cones up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Pardon?

SENATOR HOFFMANN: | can wait
until the next bill cones up, that follow ng
roll call. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DiCarlo to explain his vote.

SENATOR Di CARLO  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

To explain nmy vote. | appreciate
the fact that Senator Skel os rose and brought up
that issue and, Senators, it wasn't neant as a
cheap shot but, Senator, you just nentioned that
the macho guys on this side of the aisle never
take the advice, and let nme differ with you.

l"ve -- |I'"ma nenber of the Codes
Commttee with you and Senator Vol ker, and you

just made a statenment on this floor that we
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don't listen to the Mnority, and | have been in
that nmeeting many -- well, you made a st at enent
about the macho guys on this side never taking
any advice and that's not right, and it's wong,
and | have heard you say wonderful things about
Senat or Vol ker many, many types, but not in that
i nstance and not the way you just did, and
that's wong, and that's got to be pointed out,
and when Senator -- when you spoke up from
Syracuse, Senator Hoffmann, and you were very
proud to quote newspaper articles and witers
around this state, you know, God knows, |'ve had
nmy fill of reporters and | don't |ike many of
them and | have reason not to |ike them because
nost of the tinme they don't get their facts
straight, but you stood up there very proudly
tal ki ng about how -- how little they thought of
these -- these proceedings in this Senate. |If
you're going to have it that way, you' ve got to
accept it the other way, and if you're saying
how wonderful they are, then when there's an
article witten tal ki ng about how, out of the

seven nenbers -- seven Senators all who happen
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to be on that aisle who are not doing the
peopl e's work, also bring up that article.
Let's be fair about it.

So, Senator Skel os, when you
stood up and you said let's set the record
straight, | think that's what has to be done,
and to say a cheap shot m ght have been -- but
an awmful ot of cheap shots are com ng fromthat
side, and let's try and tal k about the facts and
let's try and tal k about what's right and wrong,
and the press isn't always right and, God knows,
nost of the tinme they're wong, but if you're
going to stand there and you're going to quote
them and you're going to quote themlike they're
the Bible, then be prepared to accept it from
t he ot her side al so.

For that reason, on a procedura
vote, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wbuld the
negati ves -

Senat or Dol I i nger, why do you
rise?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  May | explain
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nmy vote as well?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol l'i nger to explain his vote.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER M.
President, | rise to explain ny vote just to
clarify a couple of things. One is | think
Senator DiCarlo is correct. | think I have seen
in the three years | have been here nore advice
taken. | certainly would point to the chairman
of the Codes Committee, even in today's neeting
of that commttee, | thought -- a lot of give
and take, productive, and | thought sone of the
di scussi ons of anendnents and changes in bills
were wel | taken.

| also believe in the other
commttees that | have participated in that has
become nore and nore of the norm | have to
di sagree with one thing Senator Gold said.
Senator Gold said we're trying to reform and
this is where | will point to the Deputy
Mpjority Leader and give himhis credit. |
bel i eve there has been nore than just trying to

reformthis chanber. | believe that the
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decision to go to Conference Commttees was a
good one. Senator Hof fmann and Senator Leichter
had been giving that advice |ong before I got
here as the right thing to do, and I think it
was certainly accepted by Senator Bruno. He put
it in place. He deserves the credit for it, and
| know that the Deputy Majority Leader was one
of those who said, This is what we ought to do
because it's the right thing to do.

W have enbarked on an item zed
budget. That too, as | recall, the first notion
to di scharge we ever did, Senator Leichter stood
up and tal ked about item zed budgets. W're
getting there and we're novi ng down the road.

We certainly item zed the mailing expenses,
which | think was one of the item zed issues
that | fought about a couple of years ago.

So, M. President, | do see
progress and I'mw lling to give Senator Bruno
and Senator Skel os and the other nenbers of this
Majority sone credit for that novement, but
rat her than using the old anal ogy about is the

drink half enpty or half full, 1'd rather use
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t he anal ogy of building a house. It isn't a
house until it's done. A half built house isn't
good. It doesn't have that much value to you.

You've got to finish the floors. You' ve got to
finish the floor. You ve got to make the
bat hr oons work. You've got to put the roof on.
You've got to turn on the lights.

It seens to ne we've put up part
of the structure and maybe we've got part of the
fl oor boards in, but we ought to finish it. W
ought to take what Senator Hoffmann puts forward
in these notions to discharge as just the kind
of elenments that we need to turn on the |ights,
to get the water running, to make sure the
pl umbi ng works so that this house really serves

as the people's house and we can do the people's

busi ness.

Il will, I think -- and, Senator
Skel os, | know you and | have tal ked about
this. | think we've put in a lot of the
infrastructure and the inprovenents. | think we

need to finish the job. Wat Senator Hoffnann

is tal king about is doing those fine touches so
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this house will be the fine, the noble, the
wonder ful place that the people's house shoul d
be and the Senate can be the | eader, and that's
why I"mvoting in favor of these notions to

di scharge. |It's the right thing to do.

"1l close on one other noti ce.
It seens to nme that part of the problemis that
too often we teach our children what the right
thing to do is in governnent, but we don't
practice it ourselves, and ny question is what
nessage do we really send if we don't practice
what we preach?

W all know this is good
government. W all know that what Senator
Hof f mann is asking for is good governnent.
Describe it as procedural. Describe it as
substantive. This is our one chance. This is
your one chance to cast a vote for the right
ki nd of governnent that our children would be
proud of.

Vot e aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Skel os, you did indicate previously that you

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3431

wanted a party line vote for the Majority. Is
that true?

SENATOR SKELCS:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will -- Senator Velella, you're
aski ng -

SENATOR VELELLA: Just briefly to
expl ain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Velella to explain his vote.

SENATOR VELELLA: [|'ve listened
to a lot of the corments, and |I'm proud of the
record of this house, not only under the
| eadershi p of Senator Bruno, but by the way ny
col | eagues conduct thenselves. It was this
house who only | ast week allowed every Mnority
menber to go on a 48-hour maternity bill which
t he Governor signed, and every Denocratic nmenber
in this house was allowed to be on a piece of
| egi slation that they could proudly go home with
and tal k about.

Unfortunately, our coll eagues

over in the Assenbly, Speaker Silver said, W
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will only allow those Assenbl ynen who are not
mar gi nal , the ones that are Republicans that we
think we can beat will not be allowed on the
bill. That's a big difference between the
Assenbly and the Senate, and |let ne say that
we' ve tal ked a | ot today about the reporters and
what they're going to say about this debate and
how this house is being run by this Majority. |
asked themto look at it fairly. [If, in fact,
nmy Denocratic coll eagues on the other side of
the aisle, the Mnority, are sincere in what
they' re saying, then tonorrow norning, you wll
be wel comed into their Denocratic Conference
because we cannot stop them from opening the
Denocrati c Conference. They can open that
conference. They can vote and say, "Let the
press come in. Open the doors."” |Instead, they
poi nt the finger at us and say we are stopping
them | challenge them Do it. Put your noney
where your nmouth is and stop playing to the
press.

| vote in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Pat erson, are you asking for a party line vote

al so?
SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, M.
Presi dent .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: All
right. The Secretary will record the party line

vote. Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23, nays 37.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is defeated.

The Secretary will continue to
read the notions to discharge, particularly
Senate -- notion to discharge Senate 2070.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Hof f mann, Senate 2070, an act to anend the
Legislative Law, in relation to the tinme for
debate on matters before the Legi sl ature.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  1'd like to
poi nt out for the record that the |anguage in
this bill, 2070, is identical to the | anguage in

a resolution previously adopted by this Senate
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at the beginning of Senator Bruno's term as
Mpjority Leader. It is also identical to the

| anguage adopted in a rule for this Senate
earlier this year. Therefore, | can't inagine
why there woul d be any objection fromany of ny
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle from
maki ng this a permanent law to govern the state
of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the notion to discharge. All
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Nays -
opposed, nays.

(Response of "Nay".)

The notion is lost. The
Secretary will continue to call -- or read the
notions to di scharge.

Senate 2072 is next.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Hof f mann, Senate Print 2072, an act to anmend the
State Finance Law, in relation to requiring that

budget bills naking appropriations or
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reappropriations to the Legislature contain
speci fic categories.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, M.
President. | feel conpelled to corment on a
coupl e of points that were raised by a few of ny
col | eagues as they explained their votes; and
under the rules of house, it was, in effect,
i nappropriate for ne to attenpt to question them
during the explanation. | realize they were
afforded two mnutes to explain their votes,
sonmetines interpreted generously by the chair
and | applaud that effort, as well. But I
really feel conpelled to make a coupl e of
ref erences here.

One, | really nust indicate that
' m pl eased that several of ny coll eagues have
chosen to engage in debate this year. There
have been years where | sat and | ooked at enpty
chairs and was greeted only with stony silence.
So you have, in fact, validated ny presence on

this planet with your comrents today, and I

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3436

thank you for that, because that sonetines is
nor e neani ngful progress than al nost anything
el se we can do.

Maybe |'m getting your attention;
and when you feel conpelled to pulled out
newspaper articles listing the attendance of
menbers on this side of the aisle, a relatively
m nuscul e i ssue in conparison to how we spend
$168 mllion on our entire | egislative budget
bet ween these two houses, how we conduct
busi ness behind cl osed doors, | believe that
that's a very interesting tactic in an attenpt
to detract fromthe severity of these issues and
the fact that they are gai ni ng enornous wei ght.

And, when Senat or Skel os can pul
out this many newspaper articles (indicating)
that criticize ne directly or other nenbers of
this chanber for our reformefforts, then we
will be on an equal footing. But, today, he
pul l ed out one article that enbarrasses sone of
us for terrible attendance records this year.

| haven't read the article, but I

do believe that it probably makes an accurate
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statenent that sone of us have not been
attendi ng our sessions as well as we should
have, and it's wonderful that he wants to point
that out. But if that is the only thing that he
has to defend the current practices in this
house and try to refute ny efforts, then he is
clearly unarned for this battle that is going to
continue across this state with the taxpayers
rising up in arns about their outrage at the way
we conduct busi ness.

I was encouraged al so when
Senat or Skel os made a special point, as did
Senator Di Carlo, that they were voting on a
procedural neasure and they wanted to vote no on
t he procedural neasure, and clearly nmade the
record reflect that.

So | would like to ask if Senator
Skel os woul d yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Hof f mann.  Senat or Hof f mann, excuse ne for just
a m nute.

Senat or Paterson, why do you

ri se?
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SENATOR PATERSON: Maybe |'m
interrupting, but, M. President, | want to know
i f Senator Hoffrmann would yield for a question.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: | will yield
for a question, but then | would like to ask a
few of ny coll eagues.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: | woul d be
glad to yield to a question, M. President.

SENATOR PATERSON. Senator, | was
just going to ask you how you felt about
newspaper articles that would nmention those
Senat ors who had not had particularly high
attendance records, or that they just happen to
be the seven that had the | owest attendance
records. They didn't necessarily have to be bad
attendance records. It's my opinion that that
actually illustrates your point. | don't think
anyone here woul d concede that any of our
col | eagues are not working.

I think we have all seen how hard

each of us work, but the fact is that when you
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have a m ni num of participation, you then have a
need to illustrate your point in other ways,

per haps going to sonme of the regions of the
state and drumm ng up support at those
particular tinmes, particularly when it is

i npossible to get bills on the floor. It is

i npossible to get bills out of the commttees,
and it is inpossible to have what woul d be an
ordi nary anmount of participation.

Whien we talk in terns of Majority
and M nority, perhaps we have taken the concept
too far. W have taken it to a point where we
are denyi ng thought, denying reason, denying
really the right to express a point of view

| don't think it would really be
a bad idea if each of us -- since we have about
75 session days and we have 61 Senators, if each
of us was allowed to bring one issue that we
t hought was inportant to our constituents to the
floor of the Senate at |east once in a
particul ar year.

So I'"mjust basically asking you

to comment on whether or not, though it may be
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the intention of an article to enbarrass peopl e,
if it does not actually denonstrate the fact
that there would be greater participation -
that there would be greater attendance if there
was greater participation?

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you,
Senat or Paterson. | would be happy to respond
to that, and it gives ne an opportunity to bring
up an issue that is very gernmane to this
di scussion, and | want to comment on the issue
of germaneness. Before, Senator Di Carlo, |
bel i eve, adnonished nme -- | think it was
directed at ne. Having quoted newspapers, he
felt | should be quoting that other one. | was
trying to deal as gernmanely as | could -- a
phrase that, we often hear fromthe chair, is to
be respected in this chanber. | tried to dea
as germanely as | could with the issues of
| egi sl ative reform

Renmenber, in ny very constrained
time, this one day a year -- in this case, one
day out of two years -- in which I'mgiven the

opportunity to speak to these issues, even
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t hough, as it's been pointed out by the Acting
Majority Leader, they are not real bills on the
floor. They are only notions.

I nmean | have been relegated to a
position that is clearly |lower than second cl ass
in this chanber. | have been relegated to a
position of inability to act as a duly el ected
menber of this Senate, because | am being deni ed
the opportunity to bring these bills to the
floor, as the Acting Majority Leader nade it
very clear a few mnutes ago these are only
procedural notions. He has rubbed salt into ny
wounds once again. |It's quite clear to me they
are only procedural neasures because those bills
are, in fact, entonbed in commttee.

And | would like to ask Senat or
Skelos if he would be willing to yield for one
question, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Hof f mann, the chair would rem nd you that there
were rules that were adopted earlier this
session, and one of the rules -- and if you have

themin your desk, particularly Section 4-e was
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amended -- excuse ne -- Rule 9, Section 4-e was
anended to only allow a person who has the fl oor
to ask people who have spoken, and | think the

| anguage is "on the matter" a question.

So your request to ask Senator
Skelos is totally outside the rules of this
chanber, and the chair would have a great dea
of difficulty in overlooking that, let's put it
t hat way.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Real | y? What
would it take for you to overlook that, M.
President, to ask Senator Skelos if he would be
willing to yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: | think
about 31 Mnority nenbers.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: Real | y? You
know, | could -- | could prolong this
experience, already characterized by sonme people
in the chanber as agony, by appealing the ruling
and going through a series of parlianentary
maneuvers. | don't choose to do that, but I
woul d |i ke very much to state for the record,

that acting in the capacity as President of the
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Chanber, Senator Kuhl has very eloquently stated
an inmportant reality of this chanber that sadly
flies in the face of the progress nade by
Senator Bruno in so nmany other areas.

This is an enornous step backward
in our debate, in our exchange of ideas. This
particul ar rules change has led to a situation
in which | amnot able to now raise a question
of a coll eague who used his preenptory tine
during the explanation of his vote to nake a
shot at ne and at sonme of ny coll eagues. He
certainly has that right, but | have now -

t hrough another Majority-enacted neasure in this
house i n another way, ny ability even ny
opportunity to exercise exchange with a
col | eague has been curtail ed.

Mich of what | said earlier -
and I will have to direct nmy comments to Senator
Skel os. Much of what | said at the very outset
of this activity revolved around praise for
Senat or Bruno and ny great hope and belief that
we will continue on a positive direction, and I

woul d rem nd Senat or Skel os and the ot her
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menbers of this chanber that | had great

confi dence that we would, in fact, adopt many of
these refornms and it would not be necessary for
nme to go through the nmethod of notions for

di scharge any nore.

But as he has denonstrated, first
by indicating that he would vote against this
nmeasure because it was procedural and, as has
now been denonstrated by the ruling of the
chair, that | can not even query himon his
criticismof me regardi ng Senator Bruno, his
criticismof me regarding these notions for
di scharge; that in one nore area ny capability
as a Senat or has been eroded by arbitrary and
parti san deci sions on the other part of this
chanber .

I was asked by Senator Paterson a
mnute ago how it feels to be in this position.
And, | comented, about a week ago, to a
reporter who wote another enbarrassing article

-- and, Senator Skelos, | guess you mssed it,
but there was an article that ran in the

Syracuse newspaper by an extrenely well-known
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col umi st who derided Denocratic Senators for
not comng pronptly to the chanber, for not
bei ng here, for frequently checking in early and
| eaving, and I will confess that | am often
guilty of that habit nyself, but let nme tell you
why, and Senator Paterson raised it.

Just as Senator Paterson alluded,
we very often feel our greatest effectiveness is
in our districts, is in doing what anounts to
educational and proselytizing work in the
countrysi de, because in this chanber we are
unable to act as duly elected Senators, and |
don't know what better illustration | could
provi de than the way the bills have been
reported out of this house since the beginning
of this year

As of April 12, there have been
644 bills reported out of the Senate, 7
sponsored by Denocrats elected to this chamnber
391 bills have passed the New York State Senate,
376 of those were Senate-sponsored bills, 15 of
t hem were Assenbl y-sponsored. O those 376

bills that have passed this Senate chanber in
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1996, only one had a Denocratic sponsor. It
doesn't feel very good to be relegated to
sonmet hing | ower than a second-class status in
the New York State Senate.

When each of us is duly elected
to represent 300, 000 people allegedly
apportioned fairly and equitably across the
state, why we are denied the same resources, why
we' re denied the sane opportunity to propose and
enact legislation is unfathomable to ne, and |
amnot going to criticize the press as Senator
DiCarlo did, and | realize | can not ask Senator
DiCarlo to yield for a question either. If they
are sonmehow uneven in their coverage, | assune
it isultimtely all going to come out in the
wash, and | take it upon nyself to try to
educate themif they have m sunderstood ny
notives or m sunderstood sonething | have done,
and | find, as a rule, they are reasonabl e
i ndividuals, and they are willing to listen to
us if we feel we have been naligned or treated
unfairly.

| think probably one of the best
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illustrations of that is the fact that in 1991,
when | first brought these notions to discharge
up, | appealed to the press to report them
appeal ed to nenbers of the working nmedia in the
Legi sl ati ve Correspondents Associ ation, and |
said I have no other way to bring bills
forward. Yes, this is only an arcane
parliamentary procedure, but it's all |'ve got,
SO you owe it to the people who sent nme here to
l et them know that at least | will do this for
them At least | will stand there and endure
t he enbarrassnment that comes from shots from
across the aisle and attenpts to repudiate ny
effort, attenpts to m srepresent, distort or
accuse ne of grandstanding. That was the big
charge that year

| would Iove to be able to stand
here and introduce substantive bills. | would
| ove to be able to go out to ny constituents and
say |'mso happy that such and such a bill that
| introduced passed yesterday and was supported
by all these other nmenbers, but | am denied that

opportunity nost of the time, as are the other
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people on this side of the aisle.

So those are the reasons why we
protest the way business is conducted here, and
those are the reasons why we ask Senator Bruno
and our Republican coll eagues to change the way
t hat we do busi ness.

As to the issue of opening up the
Denocratic conference -- and | realize that I
can not ask Senator Velella to yield, because he
has not spoken on this subject. Senator Velella
made the suggestion that the Senate Denocrats
shoul d open up their party conference.

Senator Velella, unfortunately,
has totally mssed the point. | have nade it
clear that this little reformagenda is nerely a
blueprint, and it is only when we render al
party conferences null and void, except for
purely political discussions, of course, it is
only then that we could rebuild a system using
the conmittees where debate coul d be encouraged
in the light of day.

It is the party conferences of

the Majority where the principal decision making
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takes place. Opening up our party conference
woul d really serve little purpose, although

woul dn't have any problemdoing that. That is
not the point. The point is we need to build a
new structure based on openness, and that neans
that all of us nust be willing to accept the
responsibility to debate in public those

i mportant issues of the taxpayers of this state.

SENATOR VELELLA: WIIl you yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann, Senator Velella is asking you to
yi el d.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: | woul d be
nost pl eased to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR VELELLA: Senator, so you
don't think I'mback -- or that you don't think
that I amtaking advantage of you, | wll be
happy to yield if you have a question that you
would |ike to ask me. |'m asking you one now,
and then I will yield to whatever it is you

woul d |i ke to ask nme, because you said there was
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some procedural reason you couldn't inquire of
me.

But | et ne ask you. Have you
ever heard of the idea of |eading by exanple?
Leadi ng by exanpl e, making those changes t hat
are within your power to nake so that those who
are not as bright as you, who are not as
enl i ghtened as you mght try to foll ow your
| ead. Why don't you do that with the Denocratic
Conference? W can't stop you from opening the
Denocratic conference. Sit in that roomwth
your col | eagues and say, "Hey, let's |ead by
exanple. Let's welcone the press in. Let's
open the doors, a breath of fresh air and we
wi Il ook over to that side of the aisle, and
we'll say we have our open conference. Wy
don't you? W neet in open. W don't neet
behi nd doors."

Start out in the beginning.
Maybe that's why you're not being as successful
as you'd like to be. You are tilting at the
windmlls. Try to nake the difference where you

can make the difference. Lead by exanple. Try
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to get your own party to nmake those reforns.
Maybe we'll |l ook at it and say, Hey, the product
is great. It really |Iooks nmuch better Iike
that. We'll follow the I|ead.

We had an open conference.

Wasn't nuch different than the cl osed
conferences. Try it. You will like it.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you,
Senator Velella, for agreeing to yield to a
question. | appreciate your very coll egi al
attitude today and thank you for that.

The issue you just rai sed about
the Senate Mnority opening its conference, as |
poi nted out a mnute ago indicates there's
really little purpose for the Senate Denocrats
opening. | have no problemwth that. | think
that it's fine, but the reality is | don't think
the party conferences are a very good idea at
all for much of anything. | don't feel a lot of
kindred spirit, many tinmes, when I'min the
Denocrati c Conference Room because nost of ny
col | eagues in that roomcome fromparts of the

state that are quite unfamliar with many of the
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i ssues that face ny part of the state. |'msure
you' ve occasionally had that experience in your
conference, Senator Velella.

Let ne ask you. Have you ever
felt |ike perhaps you shoul d have been tal ki ng
with a different group of people about an issue
that affected your district, that the ones in
your conference roomdid not understand as well
as perhaps anot her group of |egislators mght
have under st ood?

SENATOR VELELLA: No. No,
Senator. | find the Republican Conference
perfectly adequate, capable and intelligent to
handl e any of the problens that present
t hensel ves in the state.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Wbul d you

yi el d for another question, Senator Velella? Do

you -
SENATOR VELELLA: Certainly.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Velella -- excuse ne.

Senator Velella, do you yield to

anot her question from Senat or Hof f mann?
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SENATOR VELELLA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so
much, Senator Velella. Do you believe that the
Republ i can Conference Roomis a vastly superior
pl ace for decision making than woul d be a
Fi nance Comm ttee neeting?

SENATOR VELELLA: No, Senator,
don't think the Republican Conference Roomis so
vastly superior to any other roomin the
building. The quality of the nmenbership is far
superior than the alternative that the people
are offered in terns of the Mnority, but,
certainly, we are not -- the roons are not any
nore superi or.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Woul d Senat or
Velella yield for another question, M.

Presi dent ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel ella, do you continue to yield to Senator
Hof f mann?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Senat or
Vel ella, do you believe that it is better for
the people of this state to have deci si ons nade
in a closed door session of Republican Senators
than in an open neeting of any description?

SENATOR VELELLA: Well, Senator,
| think that the party process that your party
foll ows having cl osed neetings, the party
process ny party follows has a certain process,
there are closed door neetings. | think what we
need to do is look at the product that conmes out
of here, and the product that conmes out of this
side of this house, | think, is a darn good
product. It certainly has gone to the people of
the state tinme and tine again, and they have
again returned us to the majority. So we nust
be doi ng sonething right.

There are sone flaws in the
system You know, maybe if you opened up your
party conference to the public, you m ght becone

the majority sone day, heaven forbid, but if
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t hat ever happened -

(Laughter.)

W have even reached the maxi num
far beyond our expectation. W're at 37. |
think that's great. W really are getting the
support of the people. They like what we're
doing. W are winning the elections. W are
keeping the majority. You got to do something
desperate. Wiy don't you try sone tactic |ike
you' re doing today. Open the party conference
to the people.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: M.
President. Wuld you ask Senator Velella if
that was a yes or a no?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel ella? Are you asking Senator Velella to
yi el d, Senator Hof f mann?

SENATOR VELELLA: Senator, see -
see, sonetinmes that's the problemw th the
process. People don't pay attention. See, that
was an answer to your question. Your question
was, were we superior? No, we're not superior.

Qur product is better than yours. You didn't
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ask a yes or no question, | don't think.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Wel |, | had
phrased it as a yes or no question.

M. President. Senator Velella
who | very nuch appreci ate having been graci ous
enough to yield for a question and invite sone
questions, in fact, has nmade an interesting
observation. He has, once again, illustrated
t he tremendous preoccupation around this capital
with partisan control of decision making.

It's what happens in the
Republ i can Conference Roomthat counts. |If you
woul d extract -- I"'mattenpting to extract a yes
or no answer from Senator Velella's answer, and
he very proudly upholds the grand tradition of
cl osed door decision making by a group of
Republ i can Senators. | believe |'ve
characterized his response fairly. Wether it's
superior to an open neeting of a different sort,
| didn't get an answer to that, but | believe
that nost of the taxpayers of this state think
that an open type of decision naking process

woul d be vastly superior to the closed door
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deci si on nmaki ng we have ri ght now.

That's why | continue to press
for elimnating all of the closed door party
conferences. Elimnating only the Denocratic
Party Conference is going to nean virtually
nothing in this chanber as we know fromthe
dearth of bills with Denocratic sponsorship that
ever enmerge in this chanber

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Excuse
me, Senator Hof f mann.

Senator Velella, why do you
rise?

SENATOR VELELLA: Wbul d Senat or
Hof f mann yield to one nore question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  |'d be
del i ghted, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR VELELLA: Senator, |
woul d just like to know, and | will try to

phrase this in a yes or no answer. Even though
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you m scategorized ny statenent, | don't want to
| eave the record w thout saying that you did
m scategorize what | said. In a yes or no, if
you can, | would |ike to know one thing. Did
your party, your colleagues on the Denocratic
side of the aisle, discuss these notions in a
private, closed-door conference before you cane
out on the floor to advocate that we open the
process?

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Did ny party
di scuss these in a cl osed door conference?

SENATOR VELELLA: Yes, the
M nority nenbers.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Absol utel y,
Senator Velella.

SENATOR VELELLA: Ckay. Thank
you.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Di d your
party? Wuld Senator Velella yield for a
questi on?

SENATOR VELELLA: Absolutely not,
Senator. Absolutely not. W did not discuss it

in closed door session. Absolutely not. It was
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closed in the |l ounge. Qut here on the fl oor,
we're debating the issue in the public's eye.
That's the way we do things. You did it in the
cl osed door. You stay with that.

Thank you.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you,
Senator Velella.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann, you have the floor still.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you very
much, and |I'mdelighted to have the floor for
this one day in 1996, and |I'm so pl eased t hat
Senator Velella and sonme of ny other coll eagues
are willing to explain their positions on sone
of these neasures. Even though | nust confess,
after listening as carefully as | could, |I'm
still at a loss to understand, and I will go
back over the record when | see the transcri pt
to see if | can have better understandi ng of
Senator Velella's sentinent on this subject.

But I amclear on ny sentinent,
and I'mclear on the sentinment of the nmany

peopl e who have enbraced these ideas. These are
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not earth-shaking. These are not revol utionary
in any way. They are sinply based on conmmon
sense and the belief that we would all be better
servants of the people if we put aside our
partisan affiliation when we cane to Al bany.

Most of the people that |
represent really have little regard whether |I'm
a Denocrat or a Republican. If they were really
concerned about party enrollnment, then they
woul d have el ected sone of ny five or six
opponents in recent years, but | have been
returned here several tines now by nore than 75
percent of the vote in the |ast two el ections,
and yet | know that the party enrollnent in
Upstate New York in the district that I
represent i s overwhel mi ngly Republican.

So | don't think that Senator
Velella is totally correct in his assessnent
that it is a Republican majority that people
want. | believe that when people vote for
Senator Velella or Senator Johnson, Senator
Skel os, or Senator Paterson or any of us, they

are voting for us because they |ike us as
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i ndividuals. | do not believe they are saying,
ahh, I want to send one nore person down to that
cl osed- door Republican Conference Room | think

that is probably the last thing on the m nds of
the voters in this state, and | think that the
nore we can educate them about how these
deci sions take place in political arenas, as
opposed to in open foruns, the nore |ikelihood
that people will run for office on the concept
of conducting our business in an open nanner.
So | would ask that we now vote
on S. 2072, which would have us item ze the
| egi sl ati ve budget, and | have to give credit
where due to Senator Leichter, who for nany
years, long before | canme to this chanber, when
the | egislative budget would come up -- in the
dead of night, no matter how tired he was, he
woul d make an issue of the fact that it was
totally unitemzed. It is still unitem zed,
al t hough Senator Bruno tells us that it will be
someti ne soon
But those of us in the Mnority

experience, again, a double standard in this
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house. W do not have the sane type of
staffing. W do not have the sane type of
resources as do our colleagues across the aisle;
and, in fact, everything that takes place,
everything that is afforded to us for support
services, is at the political |eader's
decision. It is necessary for Denocratic
menbers, once elected, to find out fromthe
Denocratic | eader what their resources will be,
and | would assune the sane is true on the other
side of the aisle.

| didn't know this when I was
first elected in 1984. | cane to Al bany. |
asked where | would get processed, and what do |
do about finding out ny staff allocation so |
can go hire sone people in the 48th Senate
District, and | was told at every turn that |
had to, "Go talk to Fred." "You work that out
with Fred.” "Fred controls that.” "You better
go speak to Fred." Well, | didn't even know
Fred. Fred was Senator Chrenstein, the nan who
didn't think that | had any chance of w nning

and who had sai d sone rather unkind things about
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me in my canpaign, did not exactly wel cone ne
with open arns, and he represented a district in
Manhattan. But because he was the Mnority
Leader, he had absol ute power over the
resources, the budget and I would inmagi ne nuch
of the other extraneous equi pnent and supplies
for Mnority nenbers of the Senate.

So it wasn't too surprising that
when ny secretary needed to do sone Xer oxi ng,
she had to go around the corner -- around two
corners, into another Mnority office; and if
the office was open, she could use the copier in
that office. She couldn't go into the next
of fice which was a Republican Senator's office
and use the wonderful collating copier that was
right there, and I was not even allowed a copy
machi ne at all

To this day, ny secretary in
Syracuse uses a word processor that | purchased
with my own funds because the Senate was not
going to provide a conputer for that district,
and | note that nmany of mny coll eagues on the

ot her side of the aisle have wonderful | aser
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printers operating in their district offices.
This Denocratic Senator doesn't have one.

This disparity in resources is an
i ssue that should be made clear to the public.
It's not petty. It's not a case of being
greedy. It is a case of us wanting to be able
to do the best for the people for whom we work,
and | can not serve the 300,000 people in ny
district as well as sone other Senators are able
toif | don't have the sanme resources. | would
like to at |east see this list of resources;
therefore, | believe it is high tinme that we
item zed the | egislative budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, why do you rise?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
President. To be heard on the notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, just as a point of information, I
woul d |ike to correct Senator Hoffmann because |
was not going to interrupt her because we're
trying to let things flow, but for the benefit

of the nenbers who have been here and |i stening,
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we have now passed or have passed previously
three notions -- | should say there have been
three notions to discharge, each one has
failed. The last one that failed was the one
t hat Senator Hof f mann was speaking to which
dealt with the appropriations of the
Legi sl ature.

The actual notion to discharge,
the bill that is before the house right now,
provides for filing of canpaign receipts and
expenditures. So if you are arising to speak on
the notion that's already passed -- or failed
but has been before the house, | would just
rem nd you of that, Senator Leichter. It's just
purely by way of information. There have been
three votes on three notions by Senator Hoffmann
at this point.

We're now on the notion to
di scharge Senate 2073.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.

President. W have passed -- we have taken up

three previous notions. As | understand it, two
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of them were by Senator Hoffrmann and one by
Senator Dollinger. 1Is that correct?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Four.
Four. Senator Paterson, four. That's what |
was trying to get to the chanber to make sure
that we all understood where we were.

kay. There was a notion by
Senat or Dol I inger on 6456, and we have now had
three by Senator Hof fmann, and we're now on the
fourth one by Senator Hof f mann.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President. | just feel that that's in error. |
woul d just like to go over the notions that we
have taken up just to see where the disparity
is, because | believe we have only taken up two
of Senat or Hof fmann's notions.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.
| believe Senator Paterson is correct. | think
we -- we have had votes on 4640, by Senator
Dol |'i nger; 2069, by Senator Hoffmann; 2070, by
Senat or Hof f mann; and now she i s expl ai ning
2072.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Skel os, you were correct on the first two, but
t he desk has a record of a vote on 2072
already. If you would like to retake that vote,
| assune that's up to your notion, but that's
procedural |y where we have been through.

The | ast vote cane very quickly
with no debate, as you may renenber. It was
very quickly on -- a notion was read there was
no di scussion. The vote was taken on a voice
vote. Nobody expl ained their vote, and then we
brought up the next one, which is the one we
started to engage upon.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: A poi nt of
clarification. M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Yes. M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: [|'m
not -- I"'mnot trying to -- I'mjust trying to

keep this procedurally correct, so everybody
under st ands exactly where we are. That's the

only reason why the chair has brought this up.
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SENATOR HOFFMANN: M.
President. Since both the Majority and the
Mnority Leaders on the floor have the sane

records, and | as a sponsor do not recall a vote

bei ng taken on the third bill, which is S. 2072
-- | was speaking on the third bill. There was
no vote taken on that bill, to ny know edge. |

recall the vote which the Majority Leader called
for a party vote on 2069, and then there was a
voi ce vote, | believe, on 2070. | did not hear
a party vote on that, and | did not request a
slowroll call on that nmeasure. | then rose to
speak on 2072, and that vote has not yet taken
pl ace.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, in tal king, we could go back and st al
the process. (bviously, ask the stenographer
for this and do that, but the desk suggests -
the Journal clerk is suggesting that we just
take up 2072 and take the new vote as being the
vote on that rather than what we have recorded
at the desk. |If that's okay with the Majority

Leader and the Mnority Leader, that's the way
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we' |l proceed.

Senat or Paterson, is that
agreeable with you?

SENATOR PATERSON:. Yes, M.
President. | think that nmy records and the
Acting Majority Leader's are simlar, and what
m ght be in order at this point is that we -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Then we
will just entertain a notion to reconsider the
vote by which the notion to discharge fail ed.

SENATOR PATERSON:. But -- M.
President. W can do that, but | really would
prevail upon the Journal Cerk to take another
| ook at that because | don't renenber that vote
taki ng place, and | was paying very strict
attention because | wanted to know i n which way
we were going to cast our vote; and if I'm
incorrect, | will certainly yield, but | think
that -- being that the Acting Majority Leader
sees it the sane way, | think that that's
probably the way it actually occurred.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.
Just so the record is clear, | think, Senator
Pat erson, if you have no objection and there are
no m stakes, why don't we nove to reconsider the
vote in the event the vote did take place, and
then revote on it so that each bill has its ful
airing and has a vote on it.

So on 2072, why don't we
reconsi der the vote by which the notion fail ed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to reconsider the vote by which the
notion to discharge, 2072, fail ed.

Secretary call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll on
reconsi deration.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
is before the house. Excuse ne. The notion is
bef ore the house.

Senat or Leichter, you wish to
speak on 2072, the notion to di scharge?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
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recogni zes Senator Leichter on the notion to
di scharge, Senate 2072.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.

President. | just want to agree, in part, with
Senator Velella. | nust say Senator Hoffmann
debating with you is indeed tilting at a
windm |l and, frankly, that's what | found nany
of your statenments, Senator, to be like. Before
you get too carried away about the voters
returning the Republicans in this house, may I
rem nd sonebody who has a district that violates
the State Constitution that gerrymandering m ght
have a little bit to do with the najority that
is held by the Republicans.

Senator, | think what is involved
here is sort of this inside Al bany politics, and
what we have, Senator, is debates -- and | am as
guilty as anybody el se, | guess, at tines -
that really have no relevance to the public at
| arge. Makes absolutely no sense. | think the
public wants Senat or Hof f mann's reform proposal s
not because they are hers, not because they are

Denocratic, because it nmakes good sense,
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obvi ously, to have an item zed budget.

But | think when we are debating
things as who is allowed to go on a bill and
when we take pride of the fact that we are no
| onger having debates in the m ddle of the night

-- and we shouldn't have it in the m ddl e of
the night. It was obviously a good step
forward, but that doesn't nean that we have
reached nirvana; and, Senator, | don't think the
public gives a damm, if | may nmention it,
whet her sonebody was on your bill on the 48-hour
and the fact that you let Denocrats on it as if
it was this great |argesse, and | nust say |
think the Speaker was incredibly petty -
incredibly petty not to | et Republicans on the
bill.

I think we ought to get away from
that sort of thing. But | do believe we are
di scussi ng sonme very inportant matters, and
Senat or Skel os can say, well, this is only
procedural. | don't know, | don't think the
public cares if it's procedural or substantive.

"Ch, yes, | voted against al
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these refornms, but I"'mfor reforns. | just
vot ed agai nst procedure.”

Come on! Who are we ki ddi ng?
We're voting on whether we want to have a nore
open, a nore denocratic house.

Senator Velella, you nade a big
i ssue that the Senate Denocrats have not opened
their conference. | do believe that day you
opened your conference and had a nice dog and
pony show that our conference was open. Nobody
bothered to cone to it. But, Senator, | have
been at odds, frankly, with sonme of the nenbers
on this side of the aisle because | think we
ought to open our conference. | think
conferences ought to be open. | think there are
soneti mes when political issues are discussed,
it my close. But when you take a position of
whether a bill is going to come to the floor or
not, then | think you are really naking a
deci sion that affects legislation that the
public has a right to know.

So | think that these are

i mportant issues. | think you can nake fun of
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them | think Senator D Carlo can get up and
say to Senator Hof fmann -- and she obvi ously has
ni ce scrapbook -- that, you know, there was an

article which nentions Senator Hoffmann as
havi ng one of the -- one of the seven Senators

-- one of the seven Senators with the worst

attendance record. 1In fact, | thought she had a
rat her good attendance record. It was |ike 83
percent. It also failed to nention that some of

the other Senators nentioned |ike Senator

St avi sky and Senator Gold -- Senator Stavisky
was in the hospital. Senator Gold was taking
care of a serious famly situation. But I
certainly give credit to the Senate Majority.
You are all here today, and that's certainly to
your credit.

But it's not to your credit that
you are voting down bills that ought to be on
the floor and steps that we ought to take, and |
think if | take each of you aside individually
and say, "Don't you think we ought to have an
item zed budget?" you would say yes because how

coul d you be against an iten zed budget.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is there
any ot her Senator w shing to speak?

Senat or Hof f mann to speak on the
notion to discharge.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Just on this
particular item | nust ask that the record
reflect my incredible frustration over the |ast
several years at trying to find out what the
budget is for an individual Senator's office
expenses and staffing in the aggregate so that |
could better apply sone identified resources
that | chose to not use for newsletter
publ i cati ons.

| have not published a newsletter
or mailed a newsletter since Septenber of 1990.
| have saved several hundred thousand doll ars,
and | have repeatedly requested of the Majority,
who control that portion of our budget -- | have
repeatedly requested that some of that savings
be allowed to be transferred for staffing, for a
| aser printer, for upgraded conputer equipnent,
even for things |ike typewiter ribbons for the

typewiters that | have purchased with ny own
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funds in ny district office, and | have been
rebuffed on every occasion by this Majority
Leader and the previous Majority Leader or, to
be nore accurate, by their deputies to whomthey
del egate this chore.

Now, | find that insulting. But,
nore inportantly, | find it demeaning to the
people in Central New York. |If they are not too
sad about not getting newsletters fromne every
coupl e of nonths, then | think that they should
be rewarded with a higher | evel of constituent
service, and | want to be able to address their
needs.

The district is huge. Regularly,
people on ny staff travel from6:00 o' clock in
the norning until 10:00 or 11:00 o' cl ock at
night trying to cover all of the events, and I
often do the same nyself.

It would be nice to have sone
additional staff. It would be nice to be able
to have even the sane resources or sonething
close to it that other Senators have who sinply

have the benefit of having an R next to their
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nane while | have a D next to ny nane.

So | really nust protest that
this lack of an item zed | egislative budget
serves to totally cloud the issue of disparate
resources and an intentional -- and it has to be
intentional -- attenpt on the part of the
Republ i can | eadership of this chanber to nake
life nore difficult for Denocratic Senators.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
Senat or wi shing to speak on the notion to
di schar ge?

(There was no response.)

Heari ng none, the chair would
rem nd the nmenbers that a vote in the
affirmative is a vote to support the notion to
di scharge and renove the bill fromcomittee.

Al those in favor of the notion
to discharge -

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR Di CARLO M. President.
Just to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Pat er son.
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SENATOR PATERSON:  1'Il wait for
Senator Di Carl o.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DiCarlo to explain his vote.

SENATOR Di CARLO  Yes, M.
President, to explain ny vote.

Only because, Senator Leichter,
you raised ny nanme, and | just want to be very
clear on the point that | was trying to nake
earlier. | have trenendous respect for all ny
col | eagues in the Senate, and nost of ny
col | eagues in the Legislature, and especially
t hose who sit on the other side of the aisle.

I in no way was maki ng a point
and attacking Senator Hoffrmann on any newspaper
article. | happen to believe that nost of the
nonsense you read attacking people in politics
is just that -- nonsense.

What | objected to was using

reporters and newspaper articles as if they were
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fact and true and quoting fromthem when

don't believe nost of what is witten,
especially when it is saying bad things about

| egislators. | have great respect for all of

t hose people who are nentioned in that news
article, especially and including Senator
Hof f mann, because | think they work hard to
represent their constituents, and | woul d never
use that article.

But when they stand up and they
quote reporters and ot her newspaper articles
sayi ng nasty things and sayi ng things about
col | eagues on this side of the aisle, | object
tothat. But | in no way think that ny
col | eagues on that side of the aisle are not
doing what's in the best interests, as they
feel, for their constituency.

But if you live by the sword, you
die by the sword, and | think everyone shoul d
remenber that. | will vote no on this notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M.
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President. W'd like to request a party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will record the party line votes.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23. Nays
37. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is |ost.

Secretary will read the next
notion to discharge on Senate 2073.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Hof f mann, Senate Bill 2073, an act to anend the
El ection Law, in relation to statenments of
canpai gn recei pts and expendi tures.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, M.

Pr esi dent .
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I"d like to state at the outset
that | appreciate Senator DiCarlo's
clarification on the issue of the newspaper
article. But | want to make one very inportant
distinction. | was quoting from newspaper
editorials. That is the opinion page in the
newspaper. It's different entirely fromthe
news section. |In fact, in nost cases news
reporters very rarely are asked or permtted to
wite editorials. It's a sonmewhat rarified
envi ronnent on the editorial page, and |I'm proud
of the fact that newspaper editors, not in one
or two newspapers but across the state, have
chosen to enbrace these reforns, and | read into
the record their positions because as they were
speaki ng they were directing people to take
action. They were using their editorial
prerogative, not reporting the news.

And, like you, | occasionally
find newspaper articles covering the activities
of individual |egislators to have either a
different version or a different slant on

sonmet hing that | have experienced or seen. In
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the case of the article on the attendance, as
several of ny coll eagues have pointed out, there
wer e apparently some sel ective expl anations or
limted explanati ons on why people did not
at t end.

| have no problem however, wth
addressing the issue of attendance. | would
like to address the way that our activities,
i ncl udi ng attendance, have sonetines been very
erroneously represented not by the media but by
canpaign literature and how t he peopl e who have
been guilty of msrepresentation in an attack
piece are very often not identified with that
pi ece. Because of the extrenely convol uted way
in which the election records of this state are
kept, it is often inpossible to know who is
payi ng for a negative canpai gn against a sitting
Senator or a negative canpai gn agai nst a
candi date for New York State Senate or New York
State Assenbly, and | would inagi ne that sone of
nmy col |l eagues on the other side of the aisle
woul d suggest that the Assenbly, where the

bal ance of power is reversed fromthat in this
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chanber, is guilty of abuses simlar to the ones
t hat sone of us have observed, and | woul d not
deny that.

| believe that it is necessary in
the interest of good government and fair
canpai gn practices that the books be open, that
the voters of this state should have the ability
to know who is paying for a canpaign, who is
payi ng for every last dollar of a canpaign for
any candidate for public office; that there
shoul d be no bundling of funds under the
unbrell a of the Senate Republican Canpaign
Committee or, for that matter, in the Assenbly
t he Denocratic Assenbly Canpaign Conmmtt ee.

These are the two political
action groups that wield the nost power here in
Al bany because they control the |egislation.
The newspapers woul d have us believe that's just
a position the editorial witers have taken.
don't know if that's why it is that those two
political action commttees have mllions of
dollars at their disposal and the mnority

canpai gn comm ttees in each house have much
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| ess.

But there have been nunerous
docunent ed exanpl es of canpai gns bei ng run out
of Al bany by the political action conmttees or
parti es chosen by them hired by them paid by
them and the people back hone sinply don't
know. They don't understand that it is sonebody
in Al bany who wants to bring on a new person to
play the sane old gane. Fancy three-col ored
printing shows up in the mail or shows up in the
doorstep in the way of fliers, and there is no
indication that it was paid for by funds
generated in another part of the state.
Meanwhi | e, the candi date who can only afford a
Xeroxed flier and only a couple of them at that
appears to be less commtted. This candidate is
under fi nanced, but the public doesn't know where
the noney is comng from It is essential that
that paper trail be established so people know
in advance to whom an office holder wll be
behol den if el ected.

| have experienced this. | know

ot her people have. | renmenber vividly an attack
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piece that arrived in the mail in nmy district in
one city on the eve -- literally on the eve of
the election, and it was nmade i n an anonynous
fashion so that my opponent woul d not be
identified with it. |In fact, he initially
attenpted to di savow know edge of it, and then
said yes, he knew something about it. No, he
didn't know exactly who had done it. It was
cl ear that sonmebody el se was calling the shots.
Even the poor candi date runni ng agai nst nme was
enbarrassed by the very heavy-handed way in
whi ch noney was being used and a mailing was
bei ng sent out wi thout his direct involvenent
and, certainly, wthout direct involvenent of
t he peopl e who purported to be supporting him
fromthe 48th Senate District.

| clearly have not been targeted
as much as sone ot her peopl e have, and ot her
people in the Assenbly who sit on the Republican
side of the aisle can tell horror stories. The
point is that the public should know and the
voters shoul d have access to that information

| ong before they go into the ballot box to vote.
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So I would hope that all of ny
col | eagues support Senate 2073 today, and |
woul d |ike to point out that, unlike the other
bills that we have di scussed, this one has the
uni que di stinction of having been passed al ready
by the Assenbly, so there is a denonstrated
wi |l lingness on the part of some nenbers of the
Majority in that house to correct this
i nadequacy in our Election Law, and | thank ny
Assenbly col | eague and nei ghbor, Joan
Chri stensen, who overlaps a portion of the 48th
Senate District and who succeeded ne on the
Syracuse City Council, for having had the good
judgnment to introduce this neasure in the
Assenbly. | thank the nmenbers of the Assenbly
for supporting it, and I would ask all of ny
col |l eagues in the Senate to pl ease support this
neasure, to discharge it to the floor where it
can be voted upon by the full Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to discharge Senate 2073. Al those
in favor of the notion to discharge, signify by

sayi ng aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line vote. Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23. Nays
37. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is |ost.

The Secretary will continue to
read the notions to discharge.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Hof f mann, Senate Print 2074, an act to anmend the
El ection Law, in relation to politica
advertisenent in literature.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, M.
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President. Point of clarification. | wonder
could you tell me fromthe desk, please. W've
had, | believe, five -- four party votes, and
one voice vote. Are there any exceptions on
either side of the aisle in these party votes?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: No, there
are none.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  There are no
exceptions. Thank you, M. President.

Senate 2074 is the conpani on bil
to the bill just -- to the resolution just
defeated -- the notion just defeated, and this
woul d require all canpaign literature be filed
in one place, so you would have two neans of
knowi ng who is responsible for running a
canpai gn, by the filings of the contributions
and by the literature having been placed in the
files at the Board of Elections as required by
| aw.

Right now, it's possible for
literature to be filed in a central conmttee or
a ghost commttee category that has little

beari ng on the candi date who benefitted from
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that literature, just as the expenditures are
simlarly filed in very confusing | ocations, and
I would ask my col |l eagues to recogni ze the

obvi ous advant age of having all canpaign
literature readily available, certainly for
scholars and political scientists. How could we
possi bly question the appropriateness of having
this measure in a good housekeepi ng manner pass
so that we could all see by a reasonabl e request
at the Board of Elections what type of
l'iterature various candi dates have used in the
past .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the notion to discharge Senate
2074.

Al'l those in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed, nay.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

Record the party |line vote.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23. Nays
37. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is |ost.

The Secretary will continue to
call the notions to discharge.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Hof f mann, Senate Print 2071, an act to anmend the
Legislative law, in relation to Senate and
Assenbly officers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

2071 woul d elim nate those
speci al paynments known as paynent in lieu of

salary for legislators who serve at the

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3491

political behest of the | eadership in each house
in a political function.

Now, | make the distinction
bet ween committee |ulus and non-committee or
political lulus. This canme to ny attention a
few years ago as an area that was ripe for abuse
when the previous Majority Leader enacted a
whol e series of new "paynent in lieu of"
nmeasures upon his ascension as Majority Leader.
Senator Marino created several titles, and it
was very difficult for nmenbers of this chanber
and for nmenbers of the press to understand what
these titles nmeant, what the duties were. In
fact, there was a freedom of information request
at one point by a good governnent group or
Change New York and a couple of other --
bel i eve Change New York nmade a request for a job
description on several of these purely political
titles, and they were rebuffed.

I still don't know what it is
that some of ny coll eagues do for an increase in
their conpensation. Now, | realize people are

somewhat unconfortabl e discussing this. It gets
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kind of close to hone. | want to nmake it clear
that | believe we should always be a part-tine
| egi sl ature, and one of the ways to insure that
a part-tinme legislature is going to do the best
job it can for the people of this state is to
reward appropriately with additiona
conpensati on those | egislators who undert ake
additional |egislative responsibility.

| understand that was the prem se
behi nd the whole initial concept of creating
"paynment in lieu of" a nunber of years ago.
Those peopl e who undertook comm ttee
responsi bilities, conmttee chairnmanships or
ranking M nority menbers being the party
equi val ent in each house were given additiona
conpensati on because of their |egislative
responsibility in that specialized area.

"' mrem nded, because his nane
was nentioned a little while ago, of the late
Senat or Donovan, who as Chairman of the
Educati on Cormittee travel ed not only across
this state but around the country and even nade

a fewinternational visits in his study of
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education. He was regarded as a national expert
inthe field of education. For himto do this,
nmeant that he had to forsake the ability to earn
i ncome outside the Legislature because he
conmtted far nore than 40 or even 60 hours a
week to his job. He worked tirelessly. But as
t he Educati on Chairman, he received additiona
conpensation, and | support that concept for
Senat or Donovan, for the current Education
Chairman, and for all of those Senators who hold
the difficult challenge of being a chair of a
conmttee, a substantive comittee.

But | can not understand why the
taxpayers of this state should be billed to give
an additional reward to nenbers of the
Legi sl ature whose duties are purely political.
| believe that should cone out of sone politica
war chest, and the taxpayers shoul d not be
billed. | suppose you could nake the case that
two or three are necessary in each house for
housekeepi ng. | guess you have to have a
Majority and Mnority Leader.

| don't know, | still have
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trouble with this whole idea that we have to
have party structure at all. Wen | was asked
earlier by Senator Velella about whether we had
a nmeeting to discuss these reform neasures prior
to their discharge in a cl osed-door party
conference, | told himyes, and it's true
because there was never any other opportunity
for neetings because the comittee chairnen
chose not bring themup in the commttees in
whi ch they are entonbed.

But | still believe that the
commttees are the rightful place to do
busi ness, and | woul d give additiona
conpensation to nenbers of conmttees who woul d
do their jobs and entertain issues such as these
and run those conmittees in a fair and open
way. | do not believe the taxpayers of this
state begrudge people a fair salary for doing
reasonabl e | egi slative activity, but I do think
that it is asking too nmuch of the taxpayers to
subsidize a political fiefdomthat operates
under the guise of a legislative lulu.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Question
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is on the notion to discharge Senate 2071.

Al'l those in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Qpposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

The notion is defeated.

Secretary will continue to cal
the notions to discharge.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Leichter. W have four notions to discharge at
the desk. Wuld you like to take themin any
parti cul ar order?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Yes, M.
President. Thank you, and I will do these
qui ckly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wi ch one
woul d you like us to read first, Senator
Lei chter?

SENATOR LEICHTER: If we could
begin with Senate 2323A

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Lei chter, Senate Print 2323A, an act to anend
t he Environmental Conservation Law, in relation
to granting private citizens the right to
initiate civil enforcement actions for
viol ati ons of such | aw.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you. On
the nmotion. We've had this before.

This is the bill that would all ow
citizens to sue for the enforcenment of
environnental laws. |[It's a provision that
exists in 30 states. It's incredibly inportant
because | think that the people of this state
want to assure clean air and clean water, and
this will give themthe tools to do it.

It's a bill that in the past has
had very broad support from numerous groups, the
Al'liance for Consumer Rights, Environnental Law
Council, Ctizens Canpaign for the Environnent,
Citizen Action Clear Water, Environnmental

Def ense Fund, Environnental Planning Lobby,
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Hudson Ri ver Sloop, the ILGAJ, National Audubon
Soci ety, National Resource Defense Council, New
York Public Interest Research Goup, Sierra

Cl ub.

And, again, this is not a
procedural vote. This is a vote to see whether
you want to nove forward towards having better
enforcenment of the environmental |laws in the
State of New York, and | hope very much and urge
all of you that this bill will be put on the
floor.

Let ne say that | read in the
paper recently that Governor Pataki expressed
some interest and support for the bill. It's
certainly one that the people of the State of
New Yor k want .

| nmove the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Qppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Thank you,
M. President.

| feel so strongly about this

bill, and particularly now W are
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experienci ng, because of cutbacks, a lot of the
of ficers who would normally be out m nding the
environnmental health of the State of New York -
we see a |arge nunber of cutbacks in the people
who woul d be watching that only good things were
happeni ng and bad thi ngs were not.

Since we are in a tinme of fisca
constraint, since we may not have enough
envi ronnental officers out there watchdoggi ng,
this is nore inportant than ever that we give
the power to citizens to watch over and nonitor
our environnment. There are so nany cases of
poi nt pollution, of non-point pollution, so nany
areas that need to be wat chdogged that cannot be
because of the costs involved. |f we gave
citizens the power to go out there and bring
suits, we would see greater conpliance with our
Envi ronmental Law and | ess expense for the
government to put the conservation officers out
there to nmonitor it.

| think it's nore inportant now
that we have this bill, and this is not exactly

a unique or novel bill. It is the lawin so
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many states. | believe 30 states. And, if we
coul d avail ourselves of this sanme option, this
law, | think we would see an inprovenent in the
adherence to our Environnmental Law, and it woul d
not cost the state a penny. This is a wn-wn
situation. | certainly hope we will have sone
support for it, and | believe the Governor is
interested. | hope we can nove this this year
It really saves the state noney and saves the
envi ronment .

Thanks.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the notion to discharge Senate
2323A

Al'l those in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed, nay.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in

the affirmati ve, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Party
line with exceptions, Senator Paterson?

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 22. Nays
38. Party vote with exception.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is fail ed.

Senat or Leichter, would you like
to take up 2726 next?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: "Il ask
the Secretary to read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Lei chter, Senate Bill 2726, an act to anend the
State Finance Law, in relation to requiring that
budget bills naking appropriations or

reappropriations to the Legislature contain
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speci fic categories and anounts of expenditures.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.

President. This is really another bill that
provi des for an item zed budget, and we debated
this earlier when we had one of Senator
Hof f mann's notions, so |I'mnot going to debate
it now.

The reason that |1'm al so noving
this bill, it's worded sonmewhat differently.
This is the bill that nost of the Denocratic
col | eagues have endorsed, and | think it would
give us a workable way to have an item zed
budget so that we in the Legislature do
preci sely what we ask the Executive to do, what
we ask the Judiciary to do; and that is, to have
an informative budget, one that not only the
menbers can understand but that the public can
under st and.

| nmove the notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

notion is to discharge Senate 2726A.
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Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line votes. Announce the results.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER M.
President. Just to explain ny vote very
briefly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol l'i nger to explain his vote.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Seens to ne
that Senator Leichter's notion to discharge a
bill that requires item zed |egislative budgets
is the step down the road to TQMthat we al
need to follow. If you believe in the
di scussion the | ast decade about i nproved

managenent, better quality managenent, better
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under st andi ng of financial affairs, you would
know that this is what we should be doing in our
managenent of this house. There's just
absolutely no other way to do it.

I will be voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23. Nays
37. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is |ost.

Senat or Leichter, would you like
to take up 3641 next?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: No. Let's do
6608.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: | will
ask the Secretary to read the notion to
di scharge on Senate 6608.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Lei chter, Senate Print 6608, an act to anmend the
Legislative Law, in relation to creating a
Senat e Managenent Counci |

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
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recogni zes Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.

President. This bill would set up a nanagenent
council with representatives fromboth the
Majority and the Mnority to see that the
operations of the Senate as far as the

di stribution of the resources, the efficient
operation of the facilities and offices which
provi de support services for Senators other than
their own offices be run in an appropriate fair
manner .

This is a -- this follows a
system and a procedure that exists in the
Congress, and whatever criticismyou can make of
the Congress, at |east they treat nenbers
fairly.

| want to say there were a | ot of
sel f-laudatory comrents earlier today by Senator
Skel os and Senator Velella, and there were even
some generous -- | thought overly generous
conments from sone nmenbers on this side of the
ai sl e of how nmuch we have achi eved.

When you say, well, what have we
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achi eved, sonebody will say, "Well, we now have
a rule that we can not pass legislation in the
m ddl e of the night.” You know, that's a
pretty, pretty small achievenment. | nean if
that is the reed that we're holding on to, it's
not going to give us nuch support, not when
there's so many things wong with the managenent
of this house, when the procedures are not only
so closed but when they are so biased, when our
expenditures are really not subject to public
scrutiny, | think we have a |long way to go.

| think Senator Bruno cane, and
he made some prom ses when he took over as
Majority Leader. | think the steps that have
been taken were appropriate, but it's really
like the first two or three steps on a fairly
| ong journey. We have an awfully long way to
go. Managenent Councils would certainly be one
of the things that ought to be done.

Let ne just mention one thing.
It's late, and | don't want to go on at |ength.
But | went over on a trip to the Massachusetts

Legi sl ature which was arranged by a nenber of
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the Assenbly, and | nust tell you I was
ast ounded, sinply astounded, how further ahead
they were than we were in denocratic procedures;
and when | told them what sonme of our procedures
were -- these were Denocrats and Republicans -
they couldn't believe it.

They coul d not believe that it is
al nost inpossible to anend a bill in this
house. They say, for instance, that their
budget is anended in nunmerous respects. People
come up and nmake proposals. Their comittee
hearings not only are open to the public but the
public is given a chance to testify. They have
equal resources for both Majority and Mnority
menbers. They have a tel evised debate. They
have from gavel to gavel. The only televised
debate we have here is when one of the nenbers
of the Majority side wants to have his speech
recorded so that he can send it to his |oca
tel evision station.

The other day | ran up there
because | saw sonebody maki ng sonme videos. |

had never -- | recognized that they were not
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part of any commrercial station. They were
taki ng sonme vi deos of Senator Nozzolio. |
assunme it was at the Senator's request. | don't
know why the public ought to pay for that,
Senat or .

Wl |, you are shaking your head,
but I checked into it, and the person said, "I
was asked to come here to take a video of
Senat or Nozzolio." Wy can't we televise all of
t he proceedi ngs of the house, all nenbers when
they get up so that the public can see how we
carry on our duties?

W really have such a long way to
go before we act in a way that the public can
| ook at us and say this is what a legislative, a
del i berative body should be Iike.

Senat e Managenent Council is
certainly one of the things that we ought to
have, and | nove ny notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to discharge Senate 6608.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
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will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

SENATOR STACHOWSKI : Party vote
in the affirmtive.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line votes. Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23. Nays
37. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is |ost.

Secretary will read the notion to
di scharge on Senate 3641.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Lei chter, Senate Print 3641, an act to anmend the
Tax Law and the Administrative Code of the City
of New York, in relation to elimnating the
deducti on for amounts expended for tobacco
adverti sing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
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President. | regret that we're doing this
notion at this hour; but, unfortunately, we were
forced to nmake all the notions of discharge on
one particul ar day.

Unli ke, oh, | think all of the
ot her notions which we've had, which really
dealt nore with how this house functions, the
openness with which governnment is to be
conducted, this one deals with a very specific
substantive issue, an attenpt to try to
di scourage snoking in this state by taking away
t he deduction for tobacco conpanies for
advertising in this state. It would deny them
both the New York State and New York City
deduction that they get for adverti sing.

As we know, the advertising, of
course, ainms to get nore people to snoke, but
what is particularly reprehensible is that nuch
of this advertising has been ained at young
peopl e, and we have a serious probl em of
t eenagers snoking, particularly teenage girls.

Snoking is probably -- well, it

is sonething that is extrenely -- has extrene
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heal th i nmpact, costs us a great deal of nobney in
this state for having to take care of people who
suffer respiratory ailments or devel op very
serious ailnments and die as a result of
snoking. W ought to discourage it, but at the
very |l east, we should not allow tobacco
conpanies, in effect, to be subsidized by the
public by getting a deduction for advertisenents
that gets people to do sonmething as unhealthy as
snoki ng.

Move the notion, M. President.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol | i nger on the notion.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Just to be
heard on the notion.

| agree with Senator Leichter.
It isreally regrettable that this cones up at
this hour because many of our coll eagues who |
think woul d be here to join and perhaps break
party ranks on this issue, who believe as you

and | do that this is really one of the critica
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heal t h probl ens that our nation faces because
what we have is a governnent-subsidi zed-at-the
ti me-of - producti on, a governnent-subsi di zed- at
t he-ti nme-of -marketing activity which
substantially danages this nation's health.

And it starts with children. It
starts with Joe Canel. It starts with Virginia
Slinms. It starts with the Marl boro nan, and you
can go run down the list of the advertising
tool s that have been used to hook children on
t he addictive drug of nicotine.

As the ranking Denocrat on the
Senate Health Conmittee, this issue deserves
nore attention. | point out that the
advertising even encourages crimnal activity
because, as we all know, you can not sel
t obacco products to children under the age of
18, and | believe that the subsidy ought to
end.

| believe the subsidy for
mar ket i ng ought to end. W should put this
notion on the floor, should put the bill on the

fl oor and have a debate about whether a drug
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that is addictive to our population, which
causes mllions and mllions and mllions of
dollars of health care to be spent in this
state, ought to be subsidized by public tax
deductions for their adverti sing.

I would close with one ot her
t hought. If you need any exanple of why the
t obacco i ndustry no | onger should have any
benefit from governnment, read the article in
Vanity Fair this nonth about the gentl eman who
came forward to testify against the tobacco
conpani es. The research and devel opnent
di rector of one of the nmjor tobacco conpanies
has conme forward to testify against themin
depositions and to support seven states in this
nation who are taking the affirnmative case
agai nst the tobacco conpani es forward by seeking
to recover fromthemthe enornous billions of
dol | ars of cost that those conpani es have
foisted on the American public under the guise
of being cool and snoking and told the peopl e of
this nation -- deluded them through nass

mar keting, that this is sonmehow fashi onabl e.
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It is deadly. It is
di stasteful. It is sonmething America nust stop
and it starts by bringing to the floor of this
chanber a bill that woul d disallow tax
deductions for luring our children into a health
risk that will perhaps inpair their future and
cost all of us mllions of dollars.

Let's put a stop to this now.

Put the bill on the floor. Let's have a debate
about the future of king tobacco in New York,
and let's send a nessage to all of those
conpani es that the buck stops here, and we're
not going to allow themto deduct the bucks that
they are putting into destroying the health of
our children.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the notion to di scharge Senate
3641.

Al'l those in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed, nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
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The notion is |ost.

Senat or Stachowski, we have two
addi ti onal notions, one by Senator Wl don, also
one left by Senator Dollinger. What is your
preference as far as the order?

(Response i naudi bl e).

Al right. 1'Il ask the
Secretary to read the notion to di scharge Senate
6456.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Dol i nger, Senate Print 6456, Concurrent
Resol ution of the Senate and Assenbly, proposing
amendnments to Section 11 of Article 7 of the
Constitution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER M.

President. | just want to thank you on behal f
of perhaps this side of the aisle for your
patience in handling these notions today.

But this bill, this notion gives
the State Senate an opportunity to do something

that I think it mght be very confortable in
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doi ng, going back to the 19th century.

In fact, let's go back to 1846, a
good ripe old year, a tinme when conservatism
rul ed the |Iand, when the Republican view or the
view of let's not take things too far too fast,

l et's not make too many changes; let's just sort
of slowy go through the process and see what
good governnment can give us.

In 1846, the New York State
Legi slature and the voters of this state deci ded
that they were going to reverse a trend that had
occurred for 20 years. From 1826 to 1842, the
New York State Legislature did not raise taxes.
Not a penny in tax. Not one penny in tax. They
had tariffs, but they didn't have to charge any
t axes.

"Why?" mght you ask, in this
time when the state was growi ng by | eaps and
bounds. W were truly the Enpire State. The
canal had been put in place. The birth of the
rail road was conming. The birth of the steam
engi ne driving the packets from Al bany to New

York City was in full bloom Wy didn't the
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State Legislature raise taxes?

The answer is very, very sinple.
For 16 years, the State of New York sinply
borrowed every penny it needed to neet every
single expense that it had to pay. The
consequence was that in about 1843, there was a
crisisinliquidity in New York State. The
banks cal |l ed the debt.

The state went virtually
bankrupt, causing a constitutional convention to
be called by the voters and by the State
Legi slature in which they added one plank to the
New York State Constitution, only one. There
was only one ball ot proposition put forward.

That ball ot proposition said, no nore will we
allow the State Legislature to float genera
obligation bonds. Instead, we will require the
voters of this state to approve that debt before
it becones |egally binding.

In 1846, the voters of this state
took that constitutional anmendnent, nade it a
part of our State Constitution; and, | o and

behol d, for about 120 years it worked very well
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in putting restraints on the ability of the
Legi slature to conmt the state to | ong-term
expendi tures through | ong-term bonds and
fi nanci ng.
What they didn't count on in 1846
was the ingenuity of this Legislature and the
i ngenuity of this governnent to get around that
prohi bition on public debt in the State
Constitution; and, as a consequence, for the
| ast 20 years, the State of New York has engaged
i n a back-door borrowi ng policy which, frankly,
accounts for our abysmally | ow bond rating and,
| believe, has astounded al nost everyone in that
little part of New York they call Wall Street.
When they | ook at our bond
rating, they look at billions and billions of
dol | ars of expenditures commtted for 10, 15,
20, 30 years, none of it backed by the ful
faith and credit of the state that can only be
given by a plebiscite on a bond issue, by a vote
of the peopl e.
What this notion does today is to

seek to put before this Senate exactly what the
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Legi sl ature and the peopl e thought they had
approved in 1846, a ban on the use of back-door
borrowing as a way to finance the state's
expenses, as a way to finance the state's
operation, to ban that back-door borrow ng and
require, once again, the spirit of 1846 in that
good old day in New York State when the voters
al one woul d have the power to control public
debt .

| think our history in the |ast
20 years is a disgrace. | think we have used
every possible tool to get around it and, in ny
judgnment, wongfully so. This bill would give
us an opportunity to restore to the people the
power to decide when and if New York will use
its | ong-term borrow ng powers.

Il will close with this note. W
have had a debate, | guess, all today about
whet her this is substance or procedure.
clearly understand why there nay be 37 nenbers
in this body who would prefer that all of this
be wrapped into the bundl e of procedure.

From ny point of view and |I guess
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fromthe remai nder of those 24 nmenbers, this is
as substantive as it gets. This is the only
chance we get to ask the Majority. You contro
t he agendas of the commttees. You control the
agenda of the Senate. W now ask you to put
this on your agenda to show your faith with the
peopl e of New York to take this opportunity to
be heard.

It's your only opportunity to be
heard. 1It's your only chance. You want to ban
back-door borrowing, this is your chance. This
is your opportunity. You' ve clearly got a
chance to do it. There is a way to do it. Vote
yes on this notion. Put it on the floor.

Let's hear you all resoundingly
tell everybody fromWll Street to N agara
Falls, fromPlattsburgh to Janmestown. Let's
tell everybody in the four corners of this state
that we want to cure our bad old habits, the bad
old habits we acquired in the last 130 years,
and we want to return to that good old tinme in
1846 when the people not the politicians held

t he power of the purse.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the notion to discharge Senate
6456.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line votes. Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 23. Nays
37. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is |ost.

The Secretary will read the
notion to discharge on Senate 1915B.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator
Wl don, Senate Print 1915B, an act to anend the
General Construction Law, in relation to
establishing Native American Day as a public

hol i day.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.

President. This is the last notion. | was
wonderi ng what the score was.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Paterson, let me just remark. The score is -
I"mnot sure exactly, but this nove to open up
governnment has allowed rain to start comng in
fromthe ceiling, so | don't know whether we
want to continue or not.

SENATOR PATERSON: Then | feel
like we're in the NCAA finals, M. President. |
think it's 12 to nothing, and so we're sending
up a pinch hitter. Senator Wl don,
unfortunately, had to be excused due to illnness
t oday, and he has a notion that woul d nmake a
stat ewi de holiday, which I think should be
tonorrow, but Senator Waldon would like it to be
the fourth Saturday in Septenber. The fourth
Saturday in Septenber would be a statew de
holiday in honor of Native Americans who |ived

in New York before the settlenent in 1607 and in

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N BP O © 0N OO U~ W N Rk O

3522

1610, and these individuals who worked very hard
all through the centuries intervening have

hel ped to make New York great and hel ped to
bui |l d Aneri ca.

Unfortunately and tragically,
many of themlost their lives in disputes with
the settlers that canme fromother |ands. Many
of themwere the recipients of bad treatnent and
reneged promi ses, and we would |ike to recognize
them Senator Wal don is aware that perhaps a
st at ewi de holiday nmay not be able to be achieved
in this fashion; however, we feel that this
notion is inportant to put on the record and
bring to public attention so that perhaps we, as
a state, as great as our resources are and as
proud as our tradition has been since our state
government was founded, would like to find a way
to find accommopdati on for so many who have given
so nmuch for the inprovenent and the betternent
of the quality of Iife all around New YorKk.

And so we offer this notion at
this time, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
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question is on the notion to discharge Senate
1915B.

Al'l those in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Qpposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

On a close vote, Senator
Pat erson, the notion is |ost.

That conpl etes the series of
notions to di scharge.

Senat or Skel os, we do have one
housekeeping item if we could return to notions
and resol utions.

Chai r woul d recogni ze Senat or
Tul ly.

SENATOR TULLY: Thank you, M.
President. On behalf of Senator Hobl ock, on
page 30, | offer the foll ow ng anmendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 614, Senate Print Nunber 2612,
and ask that said bill retain its place on the
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
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Anendnents to Cal endar Nunber 614 are received
and adopted. Bill will retain its place on the
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Onorato, why do you rise?

SENATOR ONORATO M. President.
Bef ore we adjourn, we'd |ike to adjourn on a
happy note. W' ve had enough danpness put on
our notions to discharge today. Wuld you
informthe Ofice of General Services to pl ease
fix the leak in the roof.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Thank
you, Senator Onorato.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.
There being no further business, | nove we
adj ourn until Wdnesday, April 17, 1996 at 11:00
a.m sharp.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, the Senate stands adjourned until
tonorrow, Wednesday, April 17th at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:58 p.m, Senate

adj our ned.)
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