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ALBANY, NEW YORK
April 17, 1995
3:01 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JOHN R KUHL, JR., Acting President
STEPHEN F. SLOAN, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will conme to order. Ask the nenbers to
find their chairs. [1'lIl ask everybody in the
chanber to rise and join with nme in saying the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.

(The assenbl age repeated the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

W are very pl eased today to be
joined by the Reverend Peter G Young of the
Bl essed Sacranent Church of Bolting Landing to
del i ver the invocation.

Rever end Young.

REVEREND PETER YOUNG  Let us
pray. W pray today for all of our New York
State people, that their wealth and their power
m ght beconme a force for peace rather than
conflict, a source of hope rather than
di scontent, as an agent of friendship rather
than enmity. My the actions of this Senate
body be the exanple and nay we then continue in
Your work now and forever. Anmen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Readi ng
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of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senate,
Sunday, April 16th. The Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent, Senator Bruno in the Chair. The
Journal of Saturday, April 15th, was read and
approved. On notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hearing
no objection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Wi ght .

SENATOR WRI GHT: M. President,
on page nunber 29, | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 229, Senate Print Nunber

3488, and ask that said bill retain its place on
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the Third Readi ng Cal endar and request that the
star be renoved.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
anmendnents are received and adopted. The star
will be renpved at the request of the sponsor.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Di Carl o.

SENATOR Di CARLO  Yes, M.
President. On behalf of Senator Velella, please
pl ace a sponsor's star on Cal endar Nunmber 222.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: A
sponsor's star is placed on Cal endar Nunber 222.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNG: | would like to
call an imedi ate neeting of Finance in Room
332, and that neeting to be imediately foll owed
by a Rules Commttee neeting in the sane room
332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Senate
Finance Commttee in the Majority Conference

Room Room 332. At the conclusion of the
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Fi nance Comm ttee neeting, there will be an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in the
same room Room 332

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,

can we now take up the non-controversia

cal endar ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the non-controversia
cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
157, by Senator Velella, Senate Print 2872, an
act to anmend the CGeneral City Law and t he Penal
Law, in relation to creating the crinmes of
urinating or begging.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
276, by Senator Leibell, Senate Print 3480, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the city
of New York and the Energency Tenant Protection

Act of 1974.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
285, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 2859, an
act to anmend the G vil Service Law, in relation
t o suspensi on of pension.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 43.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
292, by Senator DiCarlo, Senate Print 499-A, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Obligations Law, in
relation to exoneration of certain police
of ficers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
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Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act -

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
we want to know if we can -- mght lay this

aside for a day. W have a unique opportunity
if we do that, but I don't want to tell you what
that opportunity is, but if we could lay it
asi de for a day, we would -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Di Carl o, a request has been nade to lay the bil
asi de for the day.

SENATOR Di CARLO  For Senat or
Pat erson, that's okay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
297, by Senator Marchi, Senate Print 3009, an

act directing the city of New York to refund to
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certain not-for-profit organizations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
298, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 3282, an
act to anmend Chapter 738 of the Laws of 1988,
amendi ng the Admi nistrative Code of the city of
New Yor K.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
305, by Senator Wight, Senate Print 2262, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to having care or control of a notor
vehi cle while inpaired by al cohol.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novenber .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 47.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
319, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 2109, an
act to anmend the Surrogates Court Procedure Act

and the Donestic Rel ati ons Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 47.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
324, by Senator Tully, Senate Print 3642, an act
to anend the Environnental Conservation Law, in
relation to project ineligibility.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
331, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 2315, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law, in
relation to the producer referendum

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

Senat or Bruno, that conpletes the
non-controversi al cal endar.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
can we now take up the controversial cal endar?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the -

SENATOR BRUNG Can we go right
to Cal endar Nunber 2767?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the controversial cal endar,
begi nni ng wi th Cal endar Nunber 276.

THE SECRETARY: On page nunber
18, Cal endar 276, by Senator Leibell, Senate
Print 3480, an act to anend the Admi nistrative
Code of the city of New York and the Energency
Tenant Protection Act of 1974.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei bel |, an explanati on has been asked for by
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR LEI BELL: Yes, M.
President. This is an act to anmend the
Adm ni strative Code of the city of New York, the
Emer gency Tenant Protection Act of 1974, in
relation to determning the prinmary residency,
and it also -- the Tax Law, in relation to the
verification of residents. The goal of the
legislation is to provide a fair and effective
mechani sm for determ ning prinmary residency.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

Secretary will read the |ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results when tabul at ed.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Number 276 are Senators
Abate, Bruno, Leichter, Markow tz, Mendez,
Onorato, Paterson, Smth, Solonon and \Wal don.
Ayes 38, nays 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
can we now take up Cal endar Nunber 175, by
Senator Vel ella?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read Cal endar Number 175.

THE SECRETARY: On page 13,

Cal endar Number 175, by Senator Velella, Senate

Print 2872, an act to amend the General City Law
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and the Penal Law, in relation to creating the
crimes of urinating or defecating in public.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel el l a, an expl anati on has been asked for by
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR VELELLA: This is a very
basic, sinple bill and it's basically
sel f - expl anat ory.

What it does is it creates the
crime of urinating or defecating in public and
of aggressive begging in cities where there is a
commercial zone and, basically, that's what the
bill does. It doesn't provide that we put
people in jail for this. It provides the
alternative of a fine or conmunity service, so
that we're not | ocking people up for this.

That basically is the bill,
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
if Senator Velella would yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Vel ella, do you yield for a question from
Senat or Pat erson?

SENATOR VELELLA: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON:.  Senat or
Vel ella, there's a case on appeal right now,
Porti nger versus Mam, and sone of the dicta
fromthat court really states that it's al nost a
violation of the Ei ghth Arendnent to, in all
public places, deny certain -- what woul d be
consi dered to be functions such as sl eeping or
| ying down or sitting down, which occur all over
the place. |In other words, punishing people
woul d be cruel and unusual punishnent.

Now, while that is the case,
there's another case | | ooked at from 1994,
Roul ette versus Seattle. Now, in Seattle,
they're doing very simlar things that your bil
proposes right here in New York. They
designated a certain anmount of the area -- the
sidewal k area, during the daytime, if people sit

or lie down in those particular areas, then it's
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considered to be a violation of the | aw.

Now, what my question to you
i nvolves is an explanation fromyou as to how we
rationalize these two tests. In other words, if
we're going to be making this against the law in
one -- in -- by setting aside in your bill 15
percent of the | and nass of the sidewal k area,
what we are going to be doing is -- let's say,
in New York City, we could nake the entire
bor ough of Manhattan part of that area. It's
pretty nuch a comrercial strip or a great dea
of the borough is a commercial area, not as
residential as Kings County and Queens County.

What |'msaying is how are we
going to avoid the Ei ghth Anendnent test where
the exercise of |aw enforcenment for these types
of penalties creates a cruel and unusua
puni shrrent ?

SENATOR VELELLA: Well, Senator,
agai n, we have this probl em whenever we di scuss
| egislation. | don't know what the Suprene
Court is ultimately going to decide, and | think

they will decide on the side of commbn sense,
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common decency and the ability of |oca
governments to control their own environnents.
W have bills and laws that wll
limt people where they can snoke because they
pollute people's air so why not where they can
defecate or urinate? Certainly that pollutes
the environnent. | think that we have just as
much a right to stop people fromdefecating in

public places as snoking in public places. |

hope the Suprenme Court agrees with ne. |[If they
don't, we'll conme back and we'll revise the | aw
and we'll do it so that it's constitutionally

perm ssive, but we have to be in a position
where we do what we think is right, and if the
court should determne that it's wong, we'l]l
cone back and revisit it and make it
constitutionally allowable as we've done with
the death penalty, as we've done with many, nmany
bills that we've passed where the courts said
they didn't think we were doing the right thing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
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I"msure you'll agree that that was a very fair
answer and a very honest answer and, if Senator
Vel ella would yield for one | ast question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Does
Senator Velella yield again? The Senator
continues to yield.

SENATOR PATERSON:  Senat or
Velella, | see four ways to prosecute
i ndi vi dual s under the law currently, crim nal
| aw sections 265.25, 265.20, 165.30, for
vi ol ations such as harassnment, loitering. Do
you think that we need this additional |aw,
bei ng that we have protections already built
in?

SENATOR VELELLA: Well, Senator,
| really think that it's time that we make a
statenment that we're not going to tolerate in
the major cities of this state anti-socia
behavi or, behavi or that invades the ability of
| ocal governnments to pronote the tourism
pronote the ability of comrercial enterprises
and to really just stand up and say to those

people in society who wish to have anti-socia
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behavi or that we're not going to tolerate it in
the areas of our city that are comrercially

i nvigorating and supporting the ability of the
city to survive.

So | think that this is going to
be a very positive step in nmaking a statenent
that anti-social behavior will not be tol erated
inour cities. If it were up to ne, | would ban
it anywhere. That's ny personal preference,
that type of behavior but, unfortunately, we
have to try to deal with what we can pass in

this Legislature and what is perm ssible by

| ocal ordinance. The city will determ ne where
these zones will be, where this type of
anti-social behavior will not be tol erated and
wi |l be punished by community service.

Again, we're not putting people
injail. W're saying, "Either act properly and
behave within an acceptable social pattern or,
if you can't do that, you're going to have to do
community service."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Pat er son.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Senator Velella.

M. President, | believe Senator
Wal don wanted to nake a -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Yes. The
Chai r recogni zes Senator Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Wul d the gentl eman from Bronx
County yield to a question or two?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel ella, do you yield to a question from Senat or
Wal don?

SENATOR VELELLA: Yes, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Senator Vel ella, have you
traveled in Europe at all?

SENATOR VELELLA: Yes, Senator.
| have had the opportunity many years ago to

travel in Europe.
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SENATOR WALDON: I n that travel
have you happened to travel through France?

SENATOR VELELLA: Yes.

SENATOR WALDON:  Were you ever in
Pari s?

SENATOR VELELLA: Yes.

SENATOR WALDON:  Are you -- in
your frame of reference or in your recollection,
can you recall that there were public toilets

al nost everywhere in France?

SENATOR VELELLA: | can't say

al nost -
SENATOR WALDON: I n Paris?
SENATOR VELELLA: | can't say

al nrost everywhere but, yes, | did see the public

toilets along the streets of the main
t horoughfares in Paris. | was hoping to go
there this week, but we were supposed to be on
vacation, so | can't make it.

SENATOR WALDON:  You were on the
same flight as ne.

Senator, is there any provision

inthis legislation to provide for public
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toilets?

SENATOR VELELLA: The answer to
that is no, and the reason for that, although
you didn't ask ne, is because it's not
necessary. The Gty can do that now w t hout
having to have permissible |egislation for
public toilets, and they have been experinmenting
with that, as | understand it. They have the
authority fromthe state to do a | ocal ordinance
to allow for public toilets.

SENATOR WALDON: May | conti nue,
M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Do you
continue to yield, Senator Velella?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Lastly, Senator Velella, in your
creating this proposal for our consideration,
was there a specific target group that it was

directed towards?
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SENATOR VELELLA: Well, the only
target group, Senator, that | would be
targeting, would be the people who would like to
defecate in public, who would like to urinate in
public and who would like to lie down in
doorways, whonmever they may be. | don't
differentiate. Anyone that lies down in a
doorway, anyone who defecates in public or
urinates in public ought to fall under the
paranmeters of this |aw.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wal don on the bill.

SENATOR WALDON: On the bill.
Thank you very much, Senator Velella.

Those peopl e, who | have been
advi sed nost recently fall subject to this kind
of activity, to a great extent are those who are
honel ess; secondarily, other fol k who are caught
in a bind, neaning someone who has driven a | ong
di stance and has to stop. You see them

oftenti mes on the highways. Men will stop their
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cars and open the door in a kind of kitty-corner
way. Those people certainly are not evidencing
crimnal behavior or a desire to violate the
law. They are in a state of persona

energency. So | wouldn't categorize those good
citizens who are mddl e class, hard-working,

t axpayi ng, law abiding in the sane manner,
perhaps -- and this nay be ny own bias -- as
those who may do this nore readily.

However, those who are practicing
this, if that's an appropriate way to descri be
it, for the nost part, are the honeless. |
think that the better approach is to create sit
uations where the honeless will have adequate
toilet facilities, and I woul d have appreci at ed
very much if your |egislation had either provid
ed that in a financial sense or given a direc
tion to the cities, the local nmunicipalities, to
take care of this concern for this human
condi tion.

Thank you very much, M.

Presi dent.

SENATOR ONORATO M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO W I | Senat or
Velella yield to a question, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel ella, do you yield to Senator Onorato?

SENATOR VELELLA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ONCRATO  How will this
affect -- as |'msure nost of us at one time or
anot her have w tnessed or maybe even partici
pated ourself, with a young child wal ki ng al ong
the street and has to urinate and the nother or
father sinply brings the child to the curb; who
will then be responsible for assisting the child
in urinating on the curb?

SENATOR VELELLA: Senator, under
the laws that exist -- not this bill -- 1 would
assume that the parent who is taking that child
and maki ng themurinate or defecate on the
public sidewalk or in the public streets or nain

public thoroughfare in public view -- and |
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point out that this is where people can see the
act going on -- ought to be publicly punished
for that by being given a ticket or violation
order. It's not the kind of thing you want to
encour age people and young children to have the
behavi or of going to the bathroomon the public
streets. | think that's basic commbn sense and
it makes sense. Parents ought not to be telling
their children to do it. Children ought not to
be growing up thinking it's acceptable.

If it's an emergency situation,
again, it's like a lot of other laws. Police
of ficers have sone discretion as to whether or
not to issue a ticket, but bottomline, if
you're doing it, yes, you ought to be given a
citation.

You're not going to jail. You're
not being carted away in handcuffs. You' re be
ing given a citation for doing sonething that's
unheal t hy and socially unacceptable, and you
endanger the health and well-being of society in
general when you do these things on public

streets and let it stay around. Certainly, |
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believe a | ot nore dangerous than a puff of
snoke that you m ght happen to catch as you're
passi ng through a buil ding.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
| have to -- as you may know, the canons of
ethics require lawers to reveal infornation
when it cones to the awer in the case even
t hough the informati on may be detrinental to the
case, but the |lawyer has this responsibility to
the court.

So | would like Senator Velella
to know that, although I plan on voting agai nst
this bill, sone very inportant information has
come across ny desk from anot her menber of ny
conference who has sone ideas about how to
address sone of these problens, and just in case
this bill is not signed into |law this week,
Senator, | suggest that you consult with ny
col | eague, and she has sone extrenely creative
ideas. | don't know if they conply with the
Ei ght h Anrendnent, but they certainly would stop
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public urinating.

SENATOR VELELLA: | woul d be
happy to.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Wbul d Senat or
Velella yield to just one question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel ella, do you yield to just one question?

SENATOR VELELLA: Certainly,
Senator. For you, any tine.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  The urban
commercial zone in which the |ying down or
sitting on the sidewalk is going to be prohib
ited, what's to prevent the honel ess person, as
I think Senator Wl don properly describes it,
fromsinply wal king right outside that zone
limt and canping out on the sidewal k, sitting
down, lying on the sidewal k? By virtue of their
honel essness, they tend to be highly transient.
Aren't they going to find the -- stop right next

to the zone where they can canp out and sit and
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l'ie on the sidewal k?

SENATOR VELELLA: Senator, ny
response to that is that you nay believe that
t he honel ess cannot be educated. | don't
believe that. | believe by providing good
exanpl es and providing good |egislation and
| etting them know that they' re breaking the | aw,
that sinply because they' re honel ess, doesn't
nmean they have an intention to break the |aw or
to be anti-social. W help by setting an
exanpl e and setting a standard of conduct that
they will follow, and | believe they will learn
and follow that. Maybe you don't, but | do.

SENATOR DOLLINGER On the bill,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol I'i nger on the bill.

SENATOR DOLLINGER:  |'m not so
sure | agree with Senator Velella. | think
we've spent a lot of tinme and a | ot of groups
have worked with the honel ess for years to try
to educate them to educate them about their

behavior. Part of the problemis they remain

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

4670

honel ess and, | think, oftentinmes they resist -
by virtue of nental illness or other factors,
they resist the sinple instructions perhaps than
ot hers woul d.

I"mgoing to vote in favor of
this bill. | would, however, call Senator
Velella' s attention to one portion of it. |
read the aggressive beggi ng section, and | would
suggest that there m ght be 211 possible
m sdeneanorants who woul d constitute the nmenbers
of the New York State Assenbly and State Senate
who have spent naybe, perhaps, an unfortunate
part of our political |ives agressively begging
for noney, not in a charitable spirit but
perhaps in the spirit of raising politica
canpai gn funds, and the definition may be broad
enough to include all of us as potentia
m sdeneanorants in that category as well.

I would be voting in favor of the
bill. I still have sone serious questions as to
howit will work, but I'Il vote in favor

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

Secretary will read the |ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 1lst day of
Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results when tabul at ed.

Senator Gold to explain his vote.

SENATOR GOLD: Thank you, M.

Presi dent .

To be very brief, Senator
Vel el la, a nunber of years ago -- this is a true
case -- a lawer was in the New York City subway

where you know you're not allowed to
expectorate, and in an emergency choking, he
did, in fact, spit on the tracks. One of the
nore intelligent -- or less intelligent
pol i cemen around actually gave hima sumons for
spitting in the subway even though it was an
emer gency.

So, Senator, you know, it's nice

to tal k about passing | aws and then saying
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"We'l|l leave it up to the cops in street." |
think that's just the wong thing to do. W
ought to be passing | aws that are sensible and
enforceabl e, and not leave it so that cops can

do what they want to in the street.

| like cops. | support cops.
Having said that, | assune that's the way |'m
supposed to start. |I'msorry | said it in the
end. | think this bill is not really well
t hought out.

| vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gold in the negative.

The Secretary has asked all those
nmenbers who are voting in the negative, please
rai se your hand once agai n.

Senator Maltese, to explain your
vot e?

SENATOR MALTESE: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

It's all very well for sone

nmenbers of the Mnority to denean this type of

| egi slation. The unfortunate -- the unfortunate
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situation is that in nany of the areas that we
represent, nmany of the urban areas, this is
absol utely necessary, and while sone may take
Senator Velella to task for proposing this
excel l ent | egislation which | co-sponsor, at the
same tinme, since the daily papers have indicated
that this legislation exists, we have received,

I know, in ny office and in nmany of the other

of fi ces, nothing but approbation from our
constituents.

So the unfortunate situation is
that it is necessary. W are taking steps to
attenpt to alleviate a situation that is very
detracting fromour communities, takes away from
t he good order in our conmunities, and rather
than attack those or denean those who propose
the |l egislation, they should come up with
alternate | egislation.

| vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Maltese in the affirmative. Announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
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the negative on Cal endar Number 175 are Senators
Abate, Cold, Leichter, Paterson, Smth and
Senat or Wal don. Al so, Senator Galiber. Also,
Senat or Mendez. Ayes 41, nays 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpl etes
t he controversial cal endar.

SENATOR GOLD: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gol d, why do you rise?

SENATOR GOLD: Yeah. Wiile | was
at the Finance Comrittee neeting, apparently we
passed Cal endar Nunber 276, and | ask that | be
recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senator Gold will be recorded in the
negati ve on Cal endar Nunber 276.

Senat or Gal i ber.

SENATOR GALIBER  Yes. | would
i ke to request unani nous -- request consent to
be recorded in the negative on 276 al so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: W t hout
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obj ection, Senator Galiber will be recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 276.

Senat or Nanul a.

SENATOR NANULA: M. President, |
too would Iike to be recorded in the negative,
unani nous consent, on Cal endar Nunber 276.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senator Nanula will be recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Number 276.

Senat or Kruger.

SENATOR KRUGER: M. President, |
as well would like to be recorded in the
negati ve on 276.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senator Kruger will be recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Number 276.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
if we could return to reports of standing
committees. | believe there's a report fromthe
Rul es Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: You're

correct, Senator Skelos, there is a report of
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the Rules Conmmittee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Bruno,
fromthe Conmttee on Rules, offers the
following report: Senate Bill 4205, Budget
Bill, an act to provide for paynents to
muni ci palities and providers of nedica
servi ces.

Senate Print 4206, Budget Bill,
maki ng an appropriation for the support of
gover nment .

Senate Print 4207, Budget Bill,
an act naking an appropriation for the support
of governnent.

Senate Print 4208, Budget Bill,
an act to provide for paynents to vendors under
the Wonen, Infants and Chil dren program and
maki ng an appropriation therefor.

Al'l bills recorded directly to
third reading.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President, |
nove that we adopt the Rules Conmittee report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
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notion is to accept the Rules Cormittee report

as read. Al those in favor signify by saying

aye.
(Response of "Aye".)
Opposed, nay.
(There was no response.)
The Rul es report is adopted.
Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, M.
President. |If we could take up Cal endar Nunber

434, Senate 4205.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal endar

-- the Secretary will read Cal endar Nunber 434.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
434, Budget Bill, Senate Print 4205, an act to
provi de for paynents to municipalities and to
provi ders of nedical services under the Medica
Assi stance Program

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford, an explanation has been asked for by
Senat or Pat erson on Cal endar 434.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Thank you, M.
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Presi dent .

This is a Medicaid enmergency
appropriation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford, excuse nme just a mnute. Could we
have sone order in the chanber, please. An
awful | ot of conversations going on. |It's very
difficult to hear. Please showa little respect
to your coll eagues who want to debate the bill.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Stafford for an expl anati on.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

As we have done in the past, this
is a Medicaid enmergency appropriation bill

It appropriates 140 mllion from
the general fund for Medicaid paynents to
vendors due on April 19, 1995.

It also appropriates federa
funds amounting to 165 mllion for a total of
305 million. Passage of this bill will ensure
paynment of the April 19th Medicaid cycle.

The general fund appropriation
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includes 115 million for Medicaid and 25 mllion
for incone mai ntenance which will be used for
the |l ocal share of upstate Medicaid paynents.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, why do you rise?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: | want to
i nquire because | don't believe the bills have
been distributed yet.

SENATOR STAFFORD: They shoul d
be. They're in the black book, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: These
bills were -

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Were they put
in the book? 1 see.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: They're
right on your desk, Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: kay. |
t hought they had been -- yes, they are in the
back of the black book.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
ol d.
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SENATOR GOLD: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

"Il be brief. This is one of a
package, and | guess the bills are necessary
because of the failure of the -- this house and
the Governor to be able to put together a
budget. So |, on this occasion, will probably
vote for them but | wanted to make a coupl e of
brief points.

First of all, I can't forget the
press rel eases that cane out of this house by
essentially the sane group of people, because
there are few new faces on your side, but it's
essentially the sane group, and those press
rel eases were blamng Mario Cuono for not
passi ng a budget on tine and, as a matter of
fact, not only did you blane Mari o Cuono, but
you woul dn't agree to a budget on tinme because
some of you said you were fighting for things
that you thought were right and, after all, the
budget was | ate, but you were fighting for what
was right.

Now, | understand that the
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Assenbly Denocrats, thank the Lord, are fighting
for what many of us think is right and you say
it's their fault. Well, that's not the way
| ogic works. The fault has to be under the
logic of the Majority in this house, the fault
of George Pataki and Joe Bruno and all of you.
As a matter of fact, while | have
the luxury of being with nmy famly and not
having to worry about | eaders' neetings, ny
understanding is the Governor has not even
called a | eaders' neeting for five or six days.
Today while the state has no
budget, the Governor, as | understand, is not in
town. | understand he is flying around and
doi ng sone canpaigning in different places on
the budget, but | guess it's still in the nature
of canpai gning and, of course, | think that al
of this is fascinating from another point of
Vi ew.
| asked the question in Finance
whet her or not any of these bills provided for
the Senate to make paynents on contracts. W

are past April 1st. W all have district
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offices. | assune that they are | eased. Those
| andl ords don't work for the state. They just
in good faith assune that, if they gave property
to us, their rents would be paid and, of course,
nobody seens to worry about that.

But what | worry about nost of
all is the fact that the bills are patently
unfair and they are absurd, politically absurd.
The concept that we are not working as a
Legi sl ature because we do not agree is childish
and it's absurd.

Not only that, |I nean, | can take
it. You know, you want to withhold ny check. I
know | ' m getting the check. Everybody knows |'m
getting the check. It's in the Constitution I'm
getting the check, but what is unfair is that,
while we are at |least statutorily and constitu
tionally a part-time Legislature and those of us
who want can engage in other business, our
enpl oyees are full-tinme people; not only that,
we make sure they're full-tinme people.

Years ago, there were people who

were part time and, with a nunber of things that
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went on, we now have absolutely, for the nost
part, full-tinme people who are working, so they
have no ot her source of inconme and, as | pointed
out before and I'mgoing to stress again, the
Governor's public position about his not being
paid and we in the Legislature will not be paid
is a fraud; it's an absolute fraud.

There are people who | know -
very, very decent people -- who work for the
Republican Majority in this house who supported
George Pat aki and you, and worked very hard to
keep their jobs, who rent honmes, who own hones
and whose banks and | andl ords expect that, if
they are going to sleep at night and live in
t hose hones, that the nortgage or the rental be
paid. That's not George Pataki's problem He's
living free over at the nmansion.

Those peopl e, before they cone to
wor k, eat food that they shop for, many of them
wor ki ng nothers and fathers go shop on the
weekends. George Pataki didn't have to shop
this weekend because he eats for nothing at the

mansi on.
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A lot of the people who work in
the Capitol live in our surrounding areas. They
come down the Northway a little bit. They cone
up fromthe south a little bit, and when they
get up in the norning and they have to get in a
car, there's gas in it if they have noney to put
gas init, but if George Pataki wants to go to
New York, we give hima plane. W even put the
gas init. W don't expect himto fly by
hinself. |If he wants to cone in the Capitol,
drive around town, we give hima car and there's
gas in it, and he does everything he wants to.
He eats. He travels. He has a roof over his
head. So when George Pataki says that "I'm
wi t hhol di ng my noney just |ike I'"mw thhol di ng

your noney," that's a fraud because the people
who work for the Legislature use that noney to
buy their housing, buy their food, buy their
transportation. And so it is not an equa
pl ayi ng field.

And | say again, | would have

nore respect for George Pataki's position if he

moved out of the mansion, went into a hotel or
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an apartnment, started buying his own food and
wal ked to work and took cabs or flew comercia
flights, then he would be on an equal playing
field with everybody.

But this bill, the one that deals
with the Legislature and the Governor's office,
is the worst kind of political grandstanding.
That's exactly what it is. And the fact is
that, while we are here in Al bany today, |
haven't heard anybody tal k about budgets ot her
than these bills which deal with tenporary
sol utions, and the tenporary solutions are there
because we are a ship without a | eader. The
Governor is not here negotiating. The Governor
is sone place else in this state, so | amtold.

SENATOR SKELCS: |If you woul d
yield for a mnute. The Governor is on the
second floor, | believe, having discussions -

SENATOR GOLD: Ch, is that right?

SENATOR SKELCS: -- with Senator
Br uno.

SENATOR GOLD:  Wwell, if that's
the case, I'mthrilled.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

4686

SENATOR SKELCS: So before you
make that type of m sstatenment, you should know

what you're tal king about.

SENATOR GOLD: No. I'mtalking
about -

SENATOR GALIBER: Ask himto
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gal i ber.

SENATOR GOLD:  No, no. That's
fine, Senator Galiber. Thank you.

If I was told something wong,
Senator Skelos, I'mdelighted. |'mdelighted,
and | hope he stays in Al bany.

SENATOR SKELGCS: | think your
efforts should be -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gold, do you yield to a question from Senat or
Skel 0s?

SENATOR SKELCS: -- with
Assenbl yman -- with Speaker Silver. W have
passed a budget in this house. W are waiting

for the Assenbly to pass a budget, so that just
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like with 65 mles an hour, there's a thing we
establ i shed call ed a Joint Conference
Committee. You can go to joint conference once
there's |l egislation passed in both houses. The
Speaker woul d pass his budget rather than saying
"I have a budget. W' ve done a budget in the
Assenbly", pass it, take difficult votes Iike we
have on this side of the aisle, your side
criticizing as your constitutional right to do.
The sane thing you have in the Assenbly. The
Speaker shoul d be a | eader, pass a budget. W
can go to Joint Conference Conmittee, resolve
the differences, and then there will be a fina
budget for the state of New York.

SENATOR GOLD:  Woul d t he Senat or
yield to a question?

SENATOR SKELCS: Absol utely.

SENATOR GOLD: Senator, |ast year
there was a different governor and we were | ate,
and your conference refused to pass a Mario
Cuono budget on tine. Are you telling us that
your conference was irresponsible?

SENATOR SKELOS: There's a
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di fference.

SENATOR GOLD:  Answer the
guesti on.

SENATOR SKELCS: |'mgoing to
answer the question.

SENATOR GOLD: CGood.

SENATOR SKELOS: But don't tel
me how | shoul d answer it.

SENATOR GOLD: Oh, | wouldn't
tell you anything, Senator.

SENATOR SKELOS: There's a
di fference right now in | eadership, and the
deci sion was nmade this year under the | eadership
in our house that we woul d pass a budget by
March 31st, which we did. The Assenbly has
refused ot her than debt service -- | think just
debt service they have passed, one other bill
two out of 82 that we have passed. They have
refused to do so, and there's no way you can go
to Joint Conference Conmttee. W passed our
bills for years. You have been yelling on that
side, "The light of the day, not in the evening;

let us see the bills."
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We've done it. W' ve passed a
budget. We've accepted your amendnents. We've
accepted your criticisnms. Fine. That's the
process, but the Assenbly has failed to do the
same. Let them pass their budget. W can have
a Joint Conference Committee and resol ve the
di ff erences.

SENATOR GOLD: Wl the Senator
yield to question?

SENATOR SKELCS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD: Are you sayi ng
that the failure of the Republicans in this
house to pass a budget on time |ast year, the
year before, maybe 12 years in a row is because
there wasn't a Joint Conference Conmittee? Let
me finish the question. Isn't it a fact that,
in all of those years, the sane thing was
avai l able as is avail able today, the opportunity
of the |leaders to sit down and talk this out;
isn't this a fact?

SENATOR SKELOS: Senator ol d,
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we're breaking with tradition on this side of
the aisle. For all the years, there was a
Denocrati c governor, a Denocratic Assenbly.
They never passed a bill on their side of the
aisle in their house by March 3lst.

The Senate Majority under Joe
Bruno is breaking with tradition. W have
passed a budget. W are asking Speaker Silver
to stop the ways of the past that he was part
of , pass a budget and let's go to joint
conference, resolve the differences with the
press wat ching the negotiations, being there,
seei ng what's happening in the |ight of day.
That's what you all tal ked about on this side of
the aisle, reform openness, |ight of day.
W' ve done it, but what about Speaker Silver?
Where is he? Pass a budget.

SENATOR GOLD: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
ol d.

SENATOR GCOLD:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: You have

the fl oor.
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SENATOR GOLD: Yes, thank you.

The sinple fact, Senator Skel os,
is that nothing has changed in ternms of the fact
that this house passing a bunch of bills does
not create a budget. That's a fact. Ever since
I"'mhere, | have sat in day after day and seen
your house pass one-house bills.

Now, do | think that's a waste of
time? Politically it isn't, because your side
of the house gets press rel ease, press rel ease,
press rel ease on one-house bills, and that's
what you' ve done.

As a matter of fact, there's an

old story -- and | won't give you the whole
story -- a young man who works for his father's
law firmand they give himsone work -- work on

a railroad case, and the kid comes back in six

nont hs and he says, "I need sonme nore work." He
says, "Wiat do you nean?" He said, "I settled
the case.”" He said, "You jerk, you settled the

case? That case has been supporting this famly
for 20 years!" And you guys have bills that have

been supporting your political careers for 20
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years and, God forbid, the day that we pass them
in two houses you may have to think -- think
about sonet hi ng.

But not hi ng has changed, Senator
Skel os. The fact is that the one thing that
doesn't change is that the Governor is supposed
to show | eadership and, if the Assenbly passed a
bill and we went to the Conference Conmttee,
that's all well and good, but the fact of the
matter is that in the days of yore when your
side was intent on enbarrassing a Denocratic
governor, the fact is he called neetings and
your side would go to the neetings. Sonetines
you'd wal k out in three m nutes, sonetines you'd
wal k out in eight mnutes, but the Governor at
| east called the neetings.

This Governor is not calling
neetings. People can sit in a roomand with or
without -- with or without bills that have been
passed, the bottomline is you get negotiations
and you get this work done, and the fact is that
we're not getting the work done; but the bottom

| ine, Senator Skel os, which I know you really
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don't want to deal with, is that we're passing
nmeasures that take care of the state on a
tenporary basis. W' ve done that in the past,
but we have never taken the position -- we never
had a governor take the position that, if you
don't agree with me, | amgoing to penalize
peopl e who work for a living, not |egislators,
but people who work for a living while the
Governor eats free, lives free, rides free, and
that part of it, Senator Skelos, is
unconsci onabl e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO On the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFranci sco on the bill.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  You know,
you can't win no nmatter what you do.

The first two years in this
Senate, | heard Senator Cold over and over and

over again, "Pass bills in the Iight of day.
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Don't go behind closed doors. Don't have these
neetings that we're not participants in. Do
these things in the light of day." So this year
comes around, there's a Republican governor, a
Republ i can, new Senate Majority Leader who says,
"Let's do it. Let's change. Let's have a
breath of fresh air in the way governnment worKks,
and, Speaker Silver, do the sane thing," so the
worl d can see in public each of your positions
on the budget and so the Mnority in each house
can debate the bills and show the defects in
those bills so that denocracy worKks.

And now this year, Senator Cold
| ooks back to the past and speaks with fondness
over the neetings that were in private where our
side wal ked out of the neetings. He forgets to
nmention that Sheldon Silver has been wal ki ng out
regul arly, but nothing, not an ounce of
criticism not an ounce of criticismfor the
Assenbly who has not passed the budget bills
fromwhich we could try to make a public
di scussion and a public conprom se.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  So sinply
stated, | think that it's -- the tinme has cone
totell it Iike it is and be consistent, and
consi stency would call for both houses to pass a
budget so that we can negotiate and get a fina
budget in this state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
woul d Senat or DeFranci sco yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFranci sco, do you yield to Senator Skel os?
The Senator yields.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
DeFrancisco, | recall for the two prior years
when our good friends on the Mnority side of
the aisle were yelling about reform and changes
in the light of the day, one of the major
reasons, | understand, that they voted agai nst
t he budget, Mario Cuonp's budgets of the past,
was the fact that the Mnority Leader of the

Senate and the Mnority Leader of the Assenbly
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were not allowed to go to the | eaders’

neetings. Do you know whet her that's changed
this year and whether it's five-way negotiations
now, or not?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | know it's
five-way negotiations. That's ny under
st andi ng.

SENATOR SKELCS: Thank you very
much.

SENATOR GOLD:  Woul d t he Senat or
yield to anot her question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFranci sco, do you yield to Senator Gol d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | woul d be
nore than happy to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD: Senator, maybe it
works differently in Syracuse than in New York
City, but how do you go to neetings -

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | hope so.

SENATOR GOLD: How do you go to

neetings that don't get called, Senator? Wuld
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you explain that to ne.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  Wel |,
there's a neeting going on right now, |
understand, and the |ast neeting that was held,
after about ten mnutes M. Silver left, said he
didn't want to sit down with David Duke, |
believe. So why call a neeting if soneone is
going to wal k out and not participate? Wy cal
a nmeeting to negotiate when there's nothing on
the table to negotiate with?

SENATOR GOLD: Wl the Senator
yield to a question?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  And that's
the way we do it in Syracuse.

SENATOR GOLD: Wl the Senator
yield to a question?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  Let me j ust
finish.

The way we do it in Syracuse -
this is how negotiations go on in Syracuse. |
don't know how they go on in New York City. 1In
Syracuse, one negotiator puts a plan on the

tabl e, the other negotiator puts a plan on the
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tabl e and you negotiate fromtwo plans. It's
not one person puts a plan on the table, another
person says, "No, that's not good. Gve ne
something else. No, that's not good. Gve ne
something else.” | don't think they negotiate
that way in New York City either

SENATOR GOLD: Wl the Senator
yield to a question?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFranci sco yi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD:  First of all,
Senator, |I'msure in Syracuse, when one puts
their plan on the table and the other one puts
their plan on the table, it's in the sane room
and if the Governor doesn't call people into the
same room | don't know what help that is but,
Senator, I'mtold that, while Senator Bruno,
according to Senator Skelos, may be neeting with
the Governor, that that is not a five-way
neeting, so | may be m ssing sonething. | want
you to explain to me how significant it is to

stand up and say that negotiations are five-way,
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not three-way if, in fact, there are no neetings
and no conversati ons.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wl l, quite
frankly, | think the neetings should be 211-way
neetings, and the way that happens is both
houses put bills on the floor, debate so the
Mnority has a chance to criticize, the Majority
has a chance to pronote their particular points
of view and, to ne, it's not a question of us
being in the same roomwith bills, because we
have a different chanber here. W' ve passed our
bills in this chanber while the Assenbly puts
out press rel eases.

So | think the breath of fresh
air that you have been beggi ng for and
conpl ai ni ng about over the |ast several years is
here. It's really here. W need one nore
conmponent; that's the Assenbly to pass sone
bills so the public can see where everybody
st ands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol I'i nger, why do you rise?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Wbul d Senat or
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DeFranci sco yield to a question?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  Yes.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | appreciate
your -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol linger, wait just a mnute. The Chair has
been very, very lax in not asking all of you to
go through the Chair. This is not neant to be a
di al ogue nor a diatribe in this chanber.
woul d respectfully request that you wait for the
Senator to be asked if he yields, and then for
himto respond, and then for the recognition on
the floor of the chanber.

Now, Senator DeFrancisco, do you
yield to Senator Dollinger?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Thank you,
M. President.

| appreciate your comrents about

the breath of fresh air. If that breath of
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fresh air is blowing -- ny understanding is that
we passed a capital budget bill and the Assenbly
has passed a capital budget bill -- why has
there been no Conference Conmittee to reconcile
the difference between those budget bills,
exactly the sane as the two bills that we did
for the 65-m |l e-an-hour speed Iimt?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  Thank you
for asking.

Now, let me -- let nme -

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  You're
wel cone.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  Si nce
you're a |lawyer and you've negoti ated things,
let's -- let me ask you this: Don't you have to
have the whol e proposal on the table to
negotiate a budget? Do you go in on a
litigation and say, "Well, listen. Let's
negoti ate the pain and suffering aspect of this
lawsuit. Let's not worry too rmuch about the
wrongful death case because we'll get to that
later. Let's try to get as nmuch as we can here

and then we're going to negotiate the w ongful
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death, then we'll negotiate attorneys' fees,
then we' Il negotiate sonmething el se, one at a
time"?

Anybody that negotiates that way
over a conplete settlenent is an idiot, and
anybody who negotiates that way w thout having
t he conpl et e budget package on the floor so that
you know what the final nunbers are that we're
wor ki ng fromwoul d not be negotiating properly.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger, excuse nme just a mnute.

Senat or Skel os, why do you rise?

SENATOR SKELCS: | believe
Senat or DeFranci sco has the floor and | believe
the question was why we're not conferencing
state operations. | believe the Assenbly
anmended the Senate bill but did not pass it.
They passed debt service and state op's, not
capital projects.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Thank you

for the point of information, Senator Skel os.
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Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, | guess | would just respond to
Senat or DeFranci sco. The one thing | would
never do in litigation is put a proposal -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol l'inger, if you're asking Senator DeFrancisco
to continue to yield, that's fine.

SENATOR DOLLINGER | would Iike
to go on the |ist.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Di Carl o, Senator Wal don and after Senator
Dol I'i nger on the I|ist.

Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Di Carl o.

SENATOR Di CARLO  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

I wasn't going to speak on this,
but I just feel I've got to stand up. 1've only
been around here -- this is my -- beginning of
nmy second year, and fromny -- basically, a

| ayman's position, | find it amazing that the
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ot her side of the aisle doesn't understand what
the real story here is.

The real story is that the people
in this chanber and a nunmber of you on that side
of the aisle who m ght have voted yes on parts
of this budget put their positions out in the
open for the voters and their constituents and
their people to see. A lot of what was in this
budget that we passed was not the easiest thing
in the world to vote on. A lot of the things in
t he budget sone of us m ght have had sone
problenms with because this is a very difficult
year, but the people in this chanber had the
guts as elected representatives to speak openly
about their positions and to vote on the future
of this state.

Sonme of us didn't |ike everything
init. Some of us mght have |iked everything
init, but at |least we did what we were sent
here to do, and that is to take a position.
believe, and I would hope that the rest of the
people in this state woul d understand what's

happeni ng on the other side of this building.
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The reason that they haven't voted on a budget,
the reason they haven't passed a budget is that
t hey cannot pass a budget in the |ight of day.

Speaker Silver and the people who
control the other house know that, if they ever
came public with what they really want, it would
upset a |l ot of people, nanely a |lot of their own
menbers. So they would rather lurk in the dark
hal | ways of the Capitol and try to conme out with
an agreenment in the darkness rather than cone
out in the light and say what they really
beli eve and what they really stand for.

| say shane on Speaker Silver
Shane on the Denocrats who control the Assenbly.
If you have the guts to go back home and say
that you're against so many things or you're for
so many things, then you should have the guts to
stand here, to debate it, to take a vote and to
be on record with your position.

"' m proud of what this chanber
has done. As | have said earlier, | mght not
agree with everything that we voted on, but we

voted on it while the Assenbly is afraid to vote
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on it because, frankly, | don't think they could
pass it. Frankly, | don't think the Speaker
over there has enough of his own nmenbers to pass
a bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Dollinger on the bill

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Thank you,

M. President.

Two quick things. One, | want to
clarify my coomment to Senator DeFrancisco. |'m
sorry he's left. There's one thing | would
never do in negotiation as a |awer, is
something I think was done in this house.
woul d never put a proposal on the table and say,

"The proposal is there. Let's negotiate the

budget proposal,” and the very next day say,

"CQops! | got this 250-, 280-, $300 mllion
piece that | left out of the proposal, but I
can't call it a budget. I'minstead going to
call it econom c devel opnment, and it'll have
stadiunms in it and it'll have tax cuts init.
It'Il ook a lot Iike an anendnent to the budget
proposal s." That's the one thing that | would
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never do in litigating -- in trying to settle a
case, is to say, "l've done ny job.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  "Qops! 1've
got this big thing | want to tack onto the end
of it which I"'mgoing to call by another nane."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger, excuse nme just a mnute.

Senat or Li bous, why do you rise?

SENATOR LI BOUS: Wbul d Senat or
Dol I'i nger yield for a quick question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger, do you yield to Senator Libous?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  Sure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,

how di d Senator Dol linger vote on that

proposal ?
SENATOR DOLLI NGER  How did |
vote on that proposal? Ch, I'mwlling to buy
-- as |I've said throughout this chanmber, |I'm
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willing to vote in favor of all that stuff; you
tack it on.

SENATOR LI BOUS: How di d he vote

on that?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger ?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | voted yes.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Exactly what
| said at the time | voted is that, if you want
to play that gane, if you want to do that, |I'm
willing to buy into that. | understand the
politics of that. Wat |I'msinply suggesting is
-- in response to Senator DeFrancisco is |
don't think it's one way to negotiate to say,
"Here's the lunp sum it's all done and, oh, by
the way, we got this other thing that we want to
tack on off-line."

| would just point out one other
thing, M. President. A |ot has been made about
guts and courage. WMy be a |ot of courage on

the other side of the aisle. Fr om anot her
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perspective, it mght sinply be that there
hasn't been a | ot of courage; that the whistle
has been bl own by Chairman Powers to back the
Governor and to put George Pataki's plan in
front of the people of this state and, instead
of exercising courage, what people are doing is
sinmply falling in line. That may be anot her way
to look at it. Maybe we'll let the voters
deci de that, because it certainly seens that
that's the politics of what's going on in this
stat e today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Marcel i no, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO M.
President, would the Senator yield for a
guesti on?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol I'i nger, do you yield to Senator Marcellino?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | woul d be
glad to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO:  Senat or
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Dol |'i nger -- through you, M. President -- |
woul d think that we would all be in favor of a
budget that spends |less than we did | ast year.
Wuld that be a fair statenent, sir?

SENATOR DOLLINGER:  |'m not sure

-- | wouldn't nake that judgnment until | saw
what it |ooked Iike, M. President.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO:  Through you
sir, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol I'i nger, do you continue to yield to Senat or
Mar cel i no?

SENATOR DOLLINGER | will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO:  Wbul d you be
in favor of a budget that provided tax relief
for our popul ation?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Dependi ng on
what the spending was attached to it, M.
President, | would certainly look at that. [|'m
not convinced that that woul d necessarily earn

nmy vote, that fact al one.
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SENATOR MARCELLINO So would it
be fair to state then that -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol I'i nger, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR DOLLINGER | will, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO:  Through you
sir. Wuld it be fair to state then that the
Senat or woul d want to spend nore and raise
t axes?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, it all depends on what that spending
woul d go for. | have tal ked a nunber of tines
in this chanber about what | would support and
what | wouldn't support. Wat | nade very cl ear
with this budget by ny votes is that |'m not
prepared to spend -- support the spending
package and the taxi ng package that's been
approved by the Majority of this house, period.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO M.

Presi dent, woul d Senator -
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR MARCELLINO  Wbul d the
Senator agree that, at the very least with
respect to negotiations, that this house has
presented a package that you and all of us could
make a fair decision; whether you agree with the
tax cuts, whether you agree with the | ack of
spendi ng or the reduced spendi ng, whether you
agree with the capital funding, whether you
agree with any aspect of it, at the very |east,
this house has had a budget to negotiate, to
debate and to argue back and forth with; do you
see anot her budget on the other side to do the
same critical analysis of -

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, just by way of clarification, do you
i ncl ude the econom c devel opnment sti nmul us

package as part of that budget?
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SENATOR MARCELLINO Include it

all.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER | ncl ude the
whol e t hing?

SENATOR MARCELLINO  You got it
all in front of you. M question, sir, is we
have it all in front of us, whatever it is, the

econoni ¢ devel opnent package. W have the
reduced spendi ng package. W have the tax cut
package. W have the capital budget package.
W have state op's. W have it all

Now, I'"'mnew to this chanber.
will admit to being green as grass in all of
this stuff, but at least it's there in front of
you. You could take that hone to your district
and rant and rave and do whatever you want -
and | don't nean to characterize anything you
do. It's just a statenment, but you could nake
anything of it you wish. At least it's
something to put your teeth into.

| see nothing comng fromthe
Assenbly that we -- until very recently, that we

could do the same with. Wuld you agree with
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that, sir?

SENATOR DOLLINGER | woul d
certainly agree, M. President, by passing this
budget and perhaps by naking a statenment about
econoni ¢ devel opnent, there has been a position
advanced by the Senate Majority that they woul d
like to accept the Governor's proposals from
downstairs. | believe that's a clear statenent.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO You t hink
t he budget would certainly -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol I'i nger, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER  Yes, | wll,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | apol ogi ze.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO Are you
okay?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Yeah, | am

SENATOR MARCELLINO | can give
you CPR Alittle Heimich is good too.

Do you think the budget that we
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passed is the sane budget that the executive
branch sent down originally?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: At |east from
nmy perspective -- again, talking fromny
perspective in nmy district, | think with mnor
alterations, it is. That's ny personal opinion.

SENATOR MARCELLINO  $500 million

-- sir, onthe bill. $500 million -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Marcel lino, there are a couple other people
ahead of you.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO  Go ri ght
ahead. |'msorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Thank
you, Senator Dol linger.

Senat or Pat erson.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  Wul d
Senator Dollinger yield to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger, do you want to yield to Senator
DeFr anci sco?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | woul d be
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glad to, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFranci sco, the Senator vyields.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  Senat or
Dol I'i nger, do you believe that the Assenbly
shoul d pass a budget of its own in the |ight of
day so that we could see what their positionis
in this budget process?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, I"'mnot -- for one, |I'mnot prepared
to substitute my judgnent as to what the
Assenbly woul d do or the Speaker or the other
two -- 150 nenbers over there, but | do agree
wi th Senator DeFrancisco, that there is a
starting point for every negotiation, there is a
continuation point in every negotiation, and
there is an end point. I|I'mnot sure -- and |
guess I'mnot satisfied that what | have heard
about the negotiations today suggest that the -
even the negotiators have gotten to the point of
tal ki ng about maj or issues that woul d affect
this budget and, fromny point of view again,

"' mnot defending the Speaker. | don't know
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what the Speaker wants to do. | haven't tal ked
to himabout it. | leave that up to the w sdom
of the Speaker. It's his house. |It's his

Majority. It's his nenbers that elect him Let
hi m deci de what his nmenbers want himto do.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  Wul d
Senator Dollinger yield to the same question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol I'i nger, do you yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  |' m aski ng
you your opinion as a nenber of the legislative
branch, do you believe it would be hel pful to
have the Assenbly pass a budget so that nego
tiations -- the starting point of negotiations
coul d be defined on April 17th?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | woul d j ust
ask Senator DeFrancisco to yield to the sane
answer. | think | nmade it clear. | would |eave
that up to the Speaker

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  So you have
no opi nion on that?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  From t he

poi nt of view of negotiating this budget, |
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| eave that judgnment up to the Speaker.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | have
not hi ng further.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON. Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President, if I'mcorrect,
we' re on Cal endar Nunber 452, which relates to
Medi caid, but it seens that we have gravitated
into a discussion that will involve Cal endar
Nunber 436, and | wanted to know if the Acting
Majority Leader would yield to a question
related to the paynent of state personnel ?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel el | a?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.

SENATOR PATERSON. Thank you, M.

Pr esi dent .
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Senator Velella, in this bi
weekly piece of legislation that will provide
for the paynent of -- will conduct state
operations and will pay the |legislative and
judiciary, | noticed the sane itens that existed
two weeks ago, neaning that nenbers of the
Governor's staff will continue to be paid under
t he Federal Fair Labor Standards Act; is that
correct?

SENATOR VELELLA: Yes, that's
correct.

SENATOR PATERSON:  And | woul d
i ke an explanation, if you would yield for this
guestion, as to why it is that these enpl oyees
woul d be paid when those of equal worth and
val ue who work for the legislative staff, ny
secretaries and support personnel, and yours as
well, will not be paid?

SENATOR VELELLA: Well, not
everybody in the Governor's office is getting
pai d under this, as you well know, and his
secretarial staff will be paid whereas ours wl|

not, and that is because, as | understand it,
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the interpretation of the federal |aw which
woul d require that they be paid as opposed to it
not requiring that ours be paid.

SENATOR PATERSON: I n ot her
words, the Governor is interpreting under the
federal |aw that he has to pay?

SENATOR VELELLA: Well, | don't
know that the Governor is interpreting. | know
it has been interpreted.

SENATOR PATERSON: It has been
i nterpreted?

SENATOR VELELLA: | don't know if
that -- | honestly don't know if that's been by
judicial determ nation or by the Secretary of
Labor or anybody of that nature, but it has been
determined. | don't believe it was the Covernor
hinmself. | believe it was possibly sone
bureaucrats in Washi ngt on.

SENATOR PATERSON: Wl |, thank
you very mnuch, Senator

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
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agai n through you, if Senator Velella would
yield. M questionis -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel el la, do you yield?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON. Who i s making
the interpretation and why did they interpret
that the legislative staff who are doing the
same jobs as secretarial and support staff, why
woul d t hey not be paid?

SENATOR VELELLA: Well, they're
not covered under the Federal -- what's the name
of the -- Fair Labor Standards Act, and they're
not covered under it, and the intent is to cover
t hose people under it by law. Those who are not
will not get paid, unfortunately.

However, | believe that there is
an adequat e amount of funds avail able so that 70
percent of the pay will be conming to our
enpl oyees that will be paying themup to March
31st, and that will be probably 70 percent, |
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believe, of the pay that they will be due.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Senat or .

' maware of that because two
weeks ago, | stated right here on this floor
that the Conptroller advised us that he woul d
pay out of that fund and, at that tine, he was
actually able to pay the whole sal aries, and he
woul d be very interested in paying the entire
salaries for the staff right now, but for the
fact that there isn't sufficient noney in there,
and so he has enough to pay 70 percent of the
staff and he will -- he will pay 100 percent of
the staff 70 percent of their wages and on
Wednesday, April 19th, he will do that.

But, if Senator Velella would
yield for another question -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel el la, do you yield?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: | have in
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front of nme, Senator Velella, Article 14 -
actually, Article -- Section 200 of Article 14
of the State Finance Law, and it says very
clearly that the state's -- that "the salaries
of officers and the wages of enpl oyees thereof
shall be paid -- shall be due and payable in the
begi nning of the fiscal year,"” which, at the
time they wote it, was April 1st, 1956.

So what |'msaying is that, under
our own state law, it would seemto ne that
t hose enpl oyees nmust be paid, and what |'m
trying to find from anyone, but |'m asking you,
Senator, is an answer as to why they're not
goi ng to be paid.

SENATOR VELELLA: Well, Senator,
let me explain to you, and | can only make it as
very basic and plain as possible. They would be
paid if the Assenbly woul d pass a budget that we
could all agree upon and they could be reinburs
ed for the fair value of their services.

Thi s house has acted. If they
woul d pass our bill, everybody could be paid.

There woul d be nobody goi ng hone wi thout a
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paycheck. However, the Assenbly chooses to turn
this into a political football and they refuse
to pass a budget, and people are not going to be
pai d on account of that.

Now, | think that's unconscion
abl e but, unfortunately, we have to live with
the facts as they are. W have no budget in
place and, in spite of the fact that that |aw
may say and that section may say that people
shoul d be paid, they cannot be paid unless we
have a budget appropriating the noney. |If we
don't have the noney, we can't pay. |If the
Assenbly doesn't pass a budget, nobody gets
pai d.

Speak to Shelly Silver; don't
speak to ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
t hrough you to Senator Velella.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel el la, do you yield?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR PATERSON:  Thi s cal endar
nunber, 436, and this legislation is providing
the noney for themto be paid. Now, what |'m
going to do, Senator, is I'mgoing to denur to
your conplaint. | think Senator Gold has pretty
much stated the argunent on behal f of the
Speaker of the Assenbly. So for want of the
di scussion, I'"'mgoing to go along with you.

What ever you want to say about the Speaker, |'m
not going to argue with you about it right now.
What |'msaying to you, though, is that | just
read you the section of the law, Article 14,
Section 200, and it says that these enpl oyees
shall be paid. It doesn't say, well, if you're
having a big fight over the budget, you ni ght
deci de you don't feel like paying them It
doesn't say that they can work but not be paid.
They did work; we both concede that. | think it
was a great Republican that said, In your heart
you know I "mright. Senator Velella, in your

heart you know that I'mright, so what |I'm
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real ly asking you is how can we pick and choose
the laws that we're going to abide by and then

just forsake those that we don't want to abide

by?

The State Finance Law says when
peopl e work, they shall be paid. W can't blane
the enpl oyee for the actions of the enployers
who are having a problemgetting along. W have
the noney; we're appropriating it to pay
everybody el se. W're appropriating that noney
to pay the secretaries in the Governor's office
and the support staff under the federal Fair
Labor Standards Act.

We're appropriating the noney to
pay the salaries of sone individuals who are
unit heads who nmake 104,000 a week and we're not
paying the interns -- | mean who nake $104, 000 a
year and we're not paying the interns who make
$104 a week.

And so what |I'msaying to you is
| don't understand how anyt hi ng can be
unconsci onabl e, how you can nmeke t he comment

about the Assenbly bei ng unconsci onabl e because
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if you're going to make an argunent in equity
you' ve got to come to the table with clean
hands. You can't not pay the staff and then
turn around and argue about what your adversary
is doing. You may be one hundred percent right
about what you want to say about your adversary,
but now you' ve nmade yourself a hundred percent
wrong by manifesting this conduct in an action
that is really | oathesone.

How can you not pay the staff?
They worked the tinme. Wy don't they get paid?

SENATOR VELELLA: You asking ne
to yield to that question? Wy don't they get
pai d? Very sinply, the reason why anybody in
this state is mssing a paycheck is because the
Assenbly has failed to pass the budget. Now, we
have done what we think is right. The Governor
has openly said he would sign that budget bill.
Everybody woul d be paid if Shelly would get off
the dine and pass a bill, but we can't negotiate
wi th someone who refuses even to act. Everybody
woul d be pai d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: | yielded to
Senator Velella.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, on the bill.

SENATOR PATERSON: And | conmmrend
you, Senator Velella, because in fact, | think
that if | ever conmit a crime and I''mon ny way
to the lethal injection because we have the
death penalty in this state | would want you
Senator Velella, to -- to defend ne.

The reason | would want you to
defend nme i s because -

SENATOR VELELLA: WII the
Senator yield for a question?

SENATOR PATERSON: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR VELELLA: As you know,
attorneys, under the special |aws now are
all onwed to advertise. Wuld you publicly allow
me to use that statement in the future?

SENATOR PATERSON: | absolutely

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

4729

woul d want Senator Velella to defend ne.

SENATOR VELELLA: Thank you.

SENATOR PATERSON: |1' m not
backing away fromthat and let ne tell you why:
Because | know I"'mguilty. | know | conmtted
the crime. | knowthat |I did it and everyone
knows | did it, but Senator Velella can stil
get up and perhaps make an argunent that coul d
get me out of it, and | think that is quite
commendabl e especially in this forum because
it'"s really, in ny opinion, the artistry of
advocacy, and we've seen an exanple of it by
Senator Velella, and |'minpressed to the point
that | would retain himnyself if | ever had a

-- that kind of a problem

But when we tal k about the bill,
M. President, Senator Velella's, | think,
expert soliloquy cannot nove us away from facts
that are staring us right in the face. Sonebody
years ago thought about this. That's why our
Constitution, both the federal one and the state
one, which CGovernor Pataki took an oath that he

woul d uphol d, that's why they are such uni que
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docunments and that's why they' ve held up over
such a long period of time, because our
ancestors thought of this. They thought about
this, and they decided that sone things, as they
say, should be witten in stone.

The staff works, the staff gets
pai d, the federal enployees under the Fair Labor
St andards Act, the state enpl oyees under the
State Finance Law. It all says the sane thing.

I f people work, they who travel here at

di stances, they who don't make very | arge

sal ari es, sone of them work seasonally, some of
t hem work session, they aren't involved in the
process. It's really not their issue to be
debating. They don't have political agendas as
we often did. They don't engage in absurd
extrenes as we do in this chanber every day.
They don't wal k around peddling a bunch of
sinplistic exaggerations that often parody the
truth.

If we really want to do sonet hi ng
to set an exanple, we should pay them They

earned it. That's what we could do to set an

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

4731

exanple. But, instead, we drag theminto the
mre of our confusion just as nmuch as if they
had participated init, and we all know good and
wel |l they didn't have anything else to do. |If
anyt hi ng, they worked | ong hours; they've been
| oyal, they've sponsored us with the ability to
have often these types of debates, and what |'m
saying is they earned the right to get paid, and
we have found a way, and this is why nany of us
in this profession are suffering fromthe public
ridicule now

We found a | oophol e, but we
didn't even find a | oophole. W just didn't pay
them and engaged in the art of sophistry, of
standi ng up and meki ng a bunch of intell ectual
expl anations that actually parody the truth, and
the truth is they worked and they shoul d have
gotten their noney, and we didn't pay them

That's the whole truth of the
whol e i ssue, and we have spent nore time on this
fl oor debating this absurd discussion -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Pat er son, excuse ne just a mnute. Senator

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

4732

Wal don, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALDON: | would like to
know i f the | earned Senator fromthe town of
Harl em woul d yield to a question or two?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: | assune
that was Senator Paterson you're talking about?

SENATOR WALDON:  Yeabh.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, woul d you yield to Senator \Wal don?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President. Thank you very kindly,
Senat or Pat erson.

Senat or Paterson, | just heard
you say "we" did not pay them Are you aware,
Senator, of a letter that came across your desk
some many days ago, signed by the Governor of
this state, stating that he would stop all
checks for all state enployees if we, the
| egi sl ative body, did did not pass his budget?

Are you aware of that, Senator Paterson?
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SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, | am
Senat or Waldon. He didn't actually sign ny
letter, but he did send it to ne. You're
absol utely correct, and to augnent that answer,
| would say that when | used the term"we", |
was just taking responsibility, as |'msure we
all do, for being unable in three weeks of
di scussion, to convince the Governor as his
col | eague, as soneone that works with himin the
Legi sl ature, he being the head of the executive
branch and those of us being the |egislative
branch, | was really tal king about those of us
in the profession, those of us who are el ected
officials, those of us who are politicians, and
| neant that when Governor Pataki fails, in ny
mnd, in sone ways we all fail because it is
hard for individuals to distinguish who is
actually doing it and of those such as yourself,
Senat or Wal don, who are sophisticated and
understand these things, we're here every day,
al t hough I woul d suggest sonetines when you're
here every day you understand things | ess than

if you weren't here, those who don't have that
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privilege really just know that there is sone
ki nd of discrepancy and can't put a |label on it,
and so in using the term"we,"” | was really just
trying to say that it's sonething that in a
sense is a cross we're all going to have to
bear. It is a responsibility that we're al
going to have to take and turning the discussion
into whether or not the Assenbly passed the
budget, well, what if the Assenbly did pass the
budget ? The Assenbly coul d have passed the
budget before April 1st, |I'msure that woul dn't
have been a particularly difficult thing to do.
They pass the budget and the two budgets don't
agree, we'd still be standing here, but our
staffs would still not be paid, so the Assenbly
not passing the budget coul dn't have been the
answer .

The answer, | think, is in your
guestion, Senator Wil don, that the Governor
deci ded that he was going to take responsibility
and he wote to all of us, and he was very
public about this; he said this at his State of

the State nessage, or on January the 5th, he
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said that, "if the budget does not get passed,
you will not get paid and neither will [I."

At the tinme, he didn't say
anyt hi ng about the staff, but he went on to, at
one point, threaten to cl ose down the whole
state. He was going to pay -- he wasn't going
to pay any of the state enpl oyees, but their
uni ons cane forward and stood up on the issue
and then the Governor backed down.

Now, we cone to the |egislative
staff, and when we | ook at the legislative
staff, they don't have a union. Nobody wanted

to speak up for them and so finally, it was

determined to do it in this particular way which

is a manner that is disproportionate, and then

to use a term the federal Fair Labor Standards
Act, which is really nothing nore than a term

It's an act, but it's not even the reason that

the Governor's support staff should be getting

paid. They would qualify under the State

Fi nance Law as does every other state enpl oyee
t hat happens to be part of the |egislative and

executive staff.
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And so the real answer to this is
that, again, we have played a gane to try to
gain political advantage, and then to get up and
tal k about whatever political advantages that
the Assenbly is trying to take really ridicules
t he whol e process, because if anybody is going
to stand on principle, then they can't at the
same tinme be violating the laws of the state of
New Yor K.

And so, | am-- | stand
corrected, M. President, by Senator Wil don. |

guess it really isn't "we." Senator Wl don got
up and tal ked about this two weeks ago.
tal ked about it. Senator CGold did. Senator
Lei chter did and Senator Dol linger spoke about
it and so did others, and yet two weeks | ater
we're right back here in the same bill. | fee
as if the two weeks of ny life meant nothing.
I"mstill standing here.

| feel like Bill Miurray on
Groundhogs' Day. |'m back up agai n naking the
same m stakes that we made two weeks ago as if

it was yesterday. And does this nean that two
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weeks from now zero percent of the salaries of
the staff won't get paid if we don't pass the
budget? We're going to blane that on the
Assenbly when, in fact, we conme to the

Gover nor .

Now, we come to the person who
really should account for this situation. He is
the person that put this discussion on the table
in the first place. Now, either he wants to pay
the staff or he doesn't want to pay them He
hasn't answered in the affirmative or in the
negative. He has just decided to engage in this
sophistry of trying to nake sone sort of
conpari son between a federal act and a state act
when they both nandate that the enpl oyees be
pai d.

If you ask the individual -- the
i ndi vi dual s who drafted the federal Fair Labor
St andards Act and told themthat you were going
to use that act to pay sonme enpl oyees and not
pay the others, they would be outraged. That's
not what the federal Fair Labor Standards Act

was witten for. It was in -- it was witten to
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protect federal enployees, but the under
standing was the dicta, the spirit of that act
is that everybody woul d get paid as |ong as they
wer e i ndividuals who were enpl oyees in the
actual process.

SENATOR WALDON: M. President,
will the Senator yield to another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is that
expl anati on satisfactory, Senator Wal don?

Senat or Paterson, do you yield to
anot her question? The Senator yields.

SENATOR PATERSON: Fromt he
di sti ngui shed Senator fromthe 10th Senatoria
District, I would do just about anyt hing.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you very
much, Senator Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
just suggest no, | wouldn't do anything but nost
t hi ngs.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR WALDON: | won't ask you

to do anything; 1'Il just ask you to do nost
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t hi ngs, Senat or

Senator, in your know edge of
this nation, have you ever seen a precedent such
as this before in the books you've read and the
conversations you' ve had and the infornation
that's been brought to you by various and sundry
sources, that a Governor, on his own initiative
and in absolute contraindication of the |aws of
the state he serves, refused to pay people for
their | abor?

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
t hrough you: Senator Waldon, this is
unprecedented. This is, in nmy opinion, a rea
m sf easance of duty when if comes to applying
the laws of the state of New York. This is why
we all, whether we be governors or state
Senators or Assenbly nenbers, take an oath and
that oath neans that we're not disallowed from
having political agendas. W're not in any way
askance from having a point of view W don't
eschew our right to be individuals, but at the
same time we have sworn to uphold the

Constitution and the | aws therein.
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The | aws speak to this issue very
clearly. The |aws speak to the fact that the
i ndi vi dual s who drafted them understood that in
a very contentious negotiating process during a
budget, that there could be this attenpt to drag
others into the process, to create a clinmate
that woul d be nore conducive to passing a budget
t hrough the individual's eyes. And they ruled
on it.

They wote the |aw, and you know
what they wote, Senator WAl don? They wote, Pay
the staff. They worked and they earned it. Pay
the staff, and what's so anmazing about this is
the contradiction in the roles of those who are
going to be paid or not paid. W're going to
confirmtwo peopl e today who are going to get
paid. W're just getting around to confirm ng
them and we have individuals who are making
91-, $92,000 a year, $104,000. M. King nakes
104,000. We're not even payi ng our interns.
We're not paying secretaries. W're not paying
conputer operators; we're not paying support

staff. W' re not paying people who may |ive on
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a check to check basis. W're not paying people
who need that noney.

They're not putting it in an
IRA. They're not putting it in savings and
| oans associations. They're not frittering it
away in stock options. They need the noney.
They need it for the tangibles of existence, the
fungi bles of life, and we're not going to do
t hat because we're having an argunent.

What an exanple that we're
setting! Wat a nockery of the system And yet
getting up and bl am ng each other on a bi... on
a basis of political rhetoric, it really is
sonmet hing that is as unpardonabl e as whatever it
is that's being objected to and so, Senator
Wal don, in answer to your question, no, |'ve
never heard of something such as that.

SENATOR WALDON:  Just to cl ose,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON: | may ask the

Senator to yield to only one or two nore
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guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, do you yield to another question from
Senat or Wl don?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR WALDON:  Senat or
Pat erson, let me thank you for your kind
i ndul gence to these questions. | do not want
you to specifically blame -- | do not want you
to specifically blanme anyone for the dilemm
that we're facing nowin terns of the little
peopl e not being paid, but would you, in a
hypot heti cal sense, characterize the refusal to
pay the little people in this scenario, an
absol ute and unequi vocal abuse of power? O
could you? | said hypothetical, Senator.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
woul d t he Senat or pl ease repeat the question in
a shortened version?

SENATOR WALDON: | shall attenpt,
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M. President, through you.

Senat or Paterson, the issue we're
tal ki ng about or have been dial ogui ng about over
the past few mnutes is an absence of pay in
part this week and, in futuro, an absol ute
absence of pay for the little people and a
di stinction between those who will be paid and
those who will not, with those being paid being
cl osest to certain power zones versus those who
are not closest to those power zones.

And so rather than be extrenely
speci fic about the antagonists in this
particular life drama, | ask you in a
hypot heti cal sense, would you characterize an
abuse -- an action of this nature, refusing to
pay the little people who have, in fact, worked
for their pay, and |'ve said before an absolute
unequi vocal abuse of power, this tine |I'|
rephrase it and say would you characterize and
say in this hypothetical, that this as an abuse
of power?

SENATOR PATERSON:  Yes.

SENATOR WALDON: | appreciate the
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succi nct response this tine, Senator Paterson.
SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
Presi dent.

SENATOR WALDON: What it | acked

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, do you continue to yield? The Senator
yi el ds.

SENATOR WALDON:  Senat or
Paterson, | will preanble ny question with sone
reflections. W have heard fromthe other side
of the aisle today many adnonitions bl am ng
Shel don Silver for his refusal to put on the
tabl e a package that could be dealt with, that
coul d be negoti at ed.

W have heard barbs thrown from
both sides of the aisle in regard to the current
process and previ ous processes which we have
dealt with regarding the budget. Wat we need
to do in our deliberations, it seenms to ne, is
to come up with an answer. Do you have any idea
or any recommendations to the second floor, to

our house or to the other house, how we can
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bring this process to closure so that the little
people will not suffer so who live hand to
nmout h, week to week, paycheck to paycheck, and
so that we could conme to a resolution of the
budget process?

And | thank you very much for
your indul gence, Senator Paterson, and | thank
you very much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Pay t he
staff. That would be ny answer, and the reason
that | would say that is that, how nuch nore
foresighted -- foresighted would it have been
had we determ ned at sonme tinme in the past that
we were going to handle the situation either by
not payi ng anybody or, if we were going to just
| et those individuals who are in the decision
maki ng process, being those of us who are
| egi slators, let us stand up and take
responsi bility for the fact that we haven't
passed a budget and deny ourselves the salaries

during that particular tine.
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Now, | actually think that
constitutionally that there is really a
preenption to sone degree, and that there is an
unfair advantage when one branch can influence
the salaries or the paycheck receiving of
anot her branch, and that it really inpinges upon
the constitutional advice that we get on
separation of powers.

But I'mnot even here to discuss
really the legislative staff, nost of the
| egi sl ators kind of accept that, but this idea
of finding a reason to pay sone staff nenbers
and not to pay others, and shrouding it in a
federal Fair Labor Standards Act which was never
i ntended for that particular purpose, and it
just happens that those individuals who qualify
under that act work for you and the individuals
who are in the |egislative branch, neant all of
themin this chanmber, not just the Mnority but
the Majority, really is, as Senator Wl don said,
boggles the mnd as to the integrity of the
process.

And at that point, to get up and
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let the public think that we're really talking
about budget negoti ati ons when we're spendi ng
our time arguing over the same issue we argued
over two weeks ago, | just would submt, M.
President, that this is not the way to run an
airlines; it's not the way to run a governnent.
It is really not sonething that we shoul d be
proud of. It really brings a cloud of sort of
nmour nful circunmstance over the entire process
because it opens the door to the insinuation
that we are politicizing the process.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Excuse
me, Senator Paterson. Senator Wl don, why do
you rise?

SENATOR WALDON: | wanted to ask
one | ast questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gol d, why do you rise?

SENATOR GOLD: | was going to ask
you to yield, but | yield to Senator Wl don.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, do you yield to Senator Wl don?

SENATOR PATERSON.  Yes, M.
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Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson yields. Senator Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you, M.
President. Thank you very nuch, Senator
Pat er son.

Senator Paterson, | read in the
paper the other day that we're |losing $13.2
mllion a day, because we do not have a budget
in place. | don't -- ny nenory may fail me in
terms of the specific figure, but I think that's
a ball park that's fairly accurate. Are you
aware of that figure?

SENATOR PATERSON: Wl |, that
woul d be 221 -- $224.2 million that we've | ost
since April 1st by ny cal cul ati ons.

SENATOR WALDON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson continue to yield?

SENATOR PATERSON:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
continues to yield.

SENATOR WALDON: M. President,
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consi dering that we've |ost that by not having
passed a budget to this date, would the snal
anmount of noney that it would take to pay staff
put us nuch deeper in the hole, staff that we' ve
been tal ki ng about this afternoon, or would it
be m nuscule in conparison to that anount of
noney that we've al ready thrown away by not
havi ng a budget ?

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
t hrough you to Senator Waldon, | think it would
be kind of what Senator Stafford often refers to
as de mninmus res manos lex. It's such a snal
anmount of noney when it is transposed over the
i ncredi bl e amounts of noney that we're | osing
and the fact that we are going to have to put
this nmoney back into the budget and pay the
staff later on, that it is really a non-issue
except for whatever institutional politica
value it would have, because it is well known
that the staff nenbers are considered to be
cronies of the elected officials. They are
| abel ed by the press to be at tines

unqual i fied. There are allegations of
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corruption. There are stories that people hire
their relatives and their famly nenbers to work
on their staffs.

Very much to the contrary of how

-- the staffs that | have had to work with
anong ny col | eagues and right here around the
Legi slative Ofice Building and the Capitol.
find that these individuals display a high
degree of professionalism They don't know when
they're going to go hone when they cone to
work. They don't really have any reprisal if
they are dism ssed by the principal.

They are individuals who work far
into the night when we have sessions that
evening. There's no overtine pay. | think
that, as in any other profession, there are
i ndi viduals who certainly bring harmto the
prof ession too, by their independent acts, but I
think these are people who don't need to be
pawns in a chess game, who don't need to be
rel egated to the uncertainties that they're in
ri ght now.

And so | agree with you, Senator
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Wal don, there's absolutely no reason to even
fiscally cause the -- the state enpl oyees to -
the legislative staff to endure a burden. It's
not even costing us that nuch noney to pay
t hem

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you,
Senat or Paterson. | thank you, M. President.
| thank my coll eagues for indul ging ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gol d, why do you rise?

SENATOR GOLD:  Wbul d Senat or
Pat erson yield to one question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, do you yield to Senator Cold?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, Mayor

ol d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD: Senator, | nean
this has been going on. 1Isn't it a fact, that

if the truth be told, that we have really | ost
the day already? W' ve been tal king, we have

let the other side convert this into a
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conversation as to who's at fault, who is not at
fault, whether the budget delay is the fact that
Shelly Silver did or did not do this or they did
that, isn't it really a sinple issue that we
have a series of bills put forth by a governor
who is defraudi ng the people? He has taken the
position that he will not accept noney, that
nobody shoul d get noney while he lives in a free
house provi ded by the people, eats free food
provi ded by the people, who is able to go down
to Long Island and apparently conme back in tine
to neet with Senator Bruno, | assunme the state
pl ane provided by the people, all of this while
we go through the silly nmachinations of who's at
faul t.

Isn't it a fact, Senator
Pat erson, that, when Governor Cuono coul d not
reach an agreenent, at |east he kept calling
peopl e together. It didn't matter whether
Senat or Anderson wal ked out; it didn't matter
whet her Senator Marino wal ked out. It didn't
matter what they did. It didn't nmatter how

insulting they were. It didn't nmean how
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irresponsible they were. It was up to the
governor to gulp and keep it going, keep the
conversations goi ng, whether it was behind

cl osed doors, out in the front, in the press, by
bills, it didn't matter. It was the governor's
responsibility to keep it going.

Ego is not the issue. The
rhetoric that we've heard has been terrible,
fromeverybody. | don't -- I"'mnot here to
defend Shelly Silver. | didn't elect him The
rhetoric's been terrible, but isn't it a fact
that the bottomline here is hypocrisy,
hypocri sy, because the Governor doesn't keep it
goi ng, hypocrisy because the Governor takes his
food, takes his shelter, takes his planes and
cars and then tells secretaries, conme to work,

pay your rent, eat. W' re not giving you noney

to do it.

SENATOR PATERSON:  Yes.

You know, M. President,
obviously fromwhat |1've said, | agree with

Senator Gold, but I was reflecting when he was

tal ki ng about how this could actually cone
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about. | would assune that the Governor is not
deli berately out to hurt individuals, and | was
wonderi ng how we could be at this point where we
are and have both of those circunstances acting
in time coordinately.

And so ny answer to you, Senator
Gold is this: Maybe that's the problemw th the
giving out free cars, for giving out the use of
the state plane, that an individual begins to
see the process as one of self-righteousness and
i ndignation when it really is enmanating from
di sagreenment and public policy -- a disagreenent
of public policy, excuse ne.

What we have as a result is a -
an attenpt to influence the process in -- by any
nmeans possible in order to effect the end that's
nost desired, and so the question that | have to
ask, and since | didn't ask anyone to yield,
guess |I'Il answer it nyself.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Excuse
me, Senator Paterson. Senator Wl don, why do
you rise?

SENATOR WALDON: A t hought popped
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into ny head, and | wondered if the good Senator
fromHarl emwoul d yield to one question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
D Carl o, why do you rise?

SENATOR Di CARLO  Also to ask a
question, but I'll wait.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, they're standing in Iine for you.
Senat or Wal don has asked you to yield. Do you
yield to a question from Senator Wal don first?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds, Senat or Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON: | thank you, M.
President. | apol ogize, Senator Paterson. [|'m
not trying to dom nate your time, but please
suffer this intrusion.

It is nmy understanding that we've
had a budget late at least 11 or 12 consecutive
years. |s that your understanding in a very
short fashion, Senator, because I'mtrying to

get at sonmething? |s that your understandi ng?
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SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, it is,
Senator Waldon. |1'd just like to add to that
that six of those years have now been exceeded
by the elapsed tinme that this budget has not
been passed.

SENATOR WALDON:  And, if | may
conti nue, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, you continue to yield?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
continues to yield.

SENATOR WALDON:  Senat or
Paterson, in all of those previous years, did
t he previous governors ever, ever, ever say that
they would not pay the little people if we, the
Legi slature, did not pass a budget on tinme?

SENATOR PATERSON: No, they
never, never, never did.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you very
much, M. President. Thank you very nuch

Senat or.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Di Carl o, you asking Senator Paterson to yield?

SENATOR Di CARLO  Yes, | am yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, do you yield to Senator D Carl 0?
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR Di CARLO:  Senat or
Pat erson, Senator CGold is out of the room so |
will ask you. He's raised the point of the
Governor receiving free transportation and
everything el se that goes along with it. Do you

-- and | don't know if Senator Gold any | onger,

but in | eadership positions, do you receive a
vehicle, a state car paid for by the taxpayers
for your use?

SENATOR PATERSON:  Yes, | have,
Senator DiCarlo, and the fear that | will drive
it has curtailed drug dealing and juvenile
del i nquency in ny district.

SENATOR Di CARLO  Fol | ow up on
t he questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Pat erson, do you continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR Di CARLO And in the use
of that vehicle, does sonebody el se drive for
you? Do you al so possess and are continuing to
use a credit card for the purchase of gas during
this period when we're not paying the little
peopl e?

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
first of all, the one thing we're not sure of is
gas, but the second thing is that, Senator
D Carl o, you nay have m sunderstood what | was
actual ly saying before, and I'Il continue to
answer the question. | don't have a problem
with that, but I'mnot saying that any of those
things are wong. |'mnot saying that there are
not times that those who are in |eadership, for
instance, | would rather that the Governor use
the state plane. | renenber a criticismof one
of New York City's mayors once that, why was he
using the helicopter so much. | would rather ny
Governor be able to get fromone place to

anot her in the shortest period of tine; so, in
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ot her words, | agree with that whol e concept.

What | was saying is that quite
often just the fact that it exists allows
i ndi vidual s not to understand that, although
they can go a few weeks wi thout a paycheck, that
those who are living in the | ower frequencies of
life, those who have very high bills, we have, |
think the average N agara Mhawk bill is $76 a
nmonth right here in Al bany. The -- the
tel ephone bill, if you get the flat rate you're
payi ng $25 and you haven't even picked up the
phone. | mean these are sone of the day-to-day
encunbrances that individuals who are not riding
on state planes or driving around in state
vehi cl es don't understand.

So | wasn't objecting to the fact
that we give out those, | think often essentia
items to try to speed up governnent. \What | was
objecting to, Senator DiCarlo, is that the
preval ence of their use can |lead an individua
to the m sunderstanding of feeling that, oh, you
know a coupl e of weeks without a paycheck, that

won't hurt anybody. But it really can. It can
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damage people's credit ratings. It can neke it
such that they're not paying their rent, the
| andl ord starts asking, and the |andl ord doesn't
want to be referred to, not even Governor Patak
but the bureaucrats, as Senator Velella said
before, as to who nade the determ nation of why
t he next door nei ghbor who works for the
executive branch can pay her rent and you can't
pay your rent. That was why | brought that up.

SENATOR Di CARLO M. President,
t hrough you al so, a question for Senator
Pat er son.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, do you continue to yield to Senator
Di Carl 0? Senator Paterson yields.

SENATOR Di CARLO:  Senat or
Pat er son, probably you' re not the best person
for me to be asking this question, but you're in
the | eadership position, and nmy question is
com ng basically fromthe angle of hypocrisy
fromsonme on your side who attacked the Governor
for things which are provided himby our

government, but yet | would find that they don't
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obj ect or they haven't objected or when they
were in | eadership positions they did not object
to continuing some of those perq' s they got.

So ny question to you, and you've
answered it, is yes, those little credit cards
whi ch are used for gasoline are still being used
and | thank you for answering that question.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, you have the floor.

SENATOR PATERSON: 1'd like to
answer the question again so that | can just
make this very clear. | have not attacked the
Governor for using the state plane or any of the
state cars or the neals or anything |ike that.
| don't have a problemwith with it. | think
that he should use them but what | said earlier
was not that he shouldn't. Wat | said was that
the preval ence of that type of conduct can often
| ead individuals to not understanding the
di fference between the social strata that they
may be in and that of individuals who are not as

fortunate -- individuals who are not on a socia
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service program individuals who are working.
They have jobs; they work here, and |'m sure
Senator DiCarlo will agree with ne that they
deserve to be paid.

Now, rather than reciting a
mantra about whose fault it is that the budget
hasn't reached a conclusion, what | would
suggest -- and this is why, Senator D Carl o,
Senat or WAl don got up and asked ne why did | say

we", because | did not absolve nyself from
responsi bility, even though I haven't made the
deci si on.

| would pay ny staff, and | sure
woul d pay nyself, but the point that I'mtrying
to make to you, Senator DiCarlo, is that where
have we gotten as |egislators when it is our
real charge to speak for our constituency when
we can't understand why our constituency -- for
the nost part, people who are not making
$104, 000 a year or $92,000 a year as sone of the
Governor's paid unit heads are -- when we can
not understand why i ndivi duals who nake $9, 000 a

session, $22,000 annually, would object to
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getting 70 percent of their salary this
Wednesday and, if we don't pass the budget by
May 3rd, they won't get anything.

' m sayi ng what kind of exanple
have we set for them engaging in this socia
di atri be about whose fault it is that the budget
didn't pass. That's just the adversaria
system W are going to blane you; you're going
to blane us, that's fine as long as we keep it
bet ween ourselves, but this rem nds nme of the
school bully threatening to beat up your little
sister because you don't want to do what he
wants you to do, and what I'msaying is it has
no place in the budget discussion and so, while
| don't have any -- | don't see any hypocrisy in
the Governor using a state plane or anyone in
| eadership using those itens that were
designated for their use, |I'msaying that the
proliferation of that use can often |ead us al
al nost spiritually into looking at life through
a different prism if you would, looking at life
such that we have forgotten exactly what it was

we were sent here for.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

4764

Governnent's credo is to
represent people and to understand people, and
"' m saying that we can debate what to do with
peopl e who don't have jobs in this budget
process, but these people did have jobs but
sonmebody deci ded that their jobs were expendable
for a couple of weeks to try to nmake a politica
poi nt, m xing appl es and oranges and, in ny
opi ni on, addi ng di si ngenuous to a process that
we would like our citizenry to think of in the
hi ghest of val ue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Di Carl o.

SENATOR Di CARLO Wl I, just a
qui ck foll owup question and comment.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR Di CARLO  Senator, | just
want to assure you -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR Di CARLO  -- that | have

t he highest regard for you, and my question was
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not pointed at you but you as the representative
| eadership on the floor on that side. That's
why the question was directed, and | thank you
for your very honest answer, as al ways.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, you still have the floor. The Chair
woul d sinply nmake a notation that this debate
began at 3:30. There are four people stil
wi shing to speak and so, ny coll eagues, can we
keep that in mnd as we progress with the
debat e.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
I want to thank Senator Di Carlo for clearing
that up for nme and, as long as he will allow ne
to ride home in ny car, then | guess ||
conclude nmy conments for this afternoon.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Senator Velella isn't here and |

want to warn himthat he thought he was being
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gi ven a conplinent by Senator Paterson that he
m ght well use in advertisenent. You renenber
Senator Paterson said if he were to find hinself
being in the unfortunate position of being

wheel ed in for lethal injection, he would Iike
to have Senator Velella there.

I think his point was that he
knows that Senator Velella would mss his arm
just as the point of Senator Velella s argunent
really m ssed the point of what this debate is
about .

I'd al so say to Senator Velella
that, when Senator Paterson said "in your heart
you know I "mright" he really neant "in your
pocket book you know I"'mright." But | think
we're -- the debate, since we seemto be | ooking
at all of the bills before us as one, is really
two separate issues.

One is, we started discussi ng why
we have a budget and why we don't have a budget,
and | think that's maybe not a particularly
productive exercise, but it's an understandable

exercise. The other one is really the issue of
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when we do not have a budget, should staff and
| egi sl ators and the Governor and ot her statew de
of ficials not get paid?
| just want to address the first
i ssue, because | was quite taken by what Senator

DeFranci sco said, and | want to say, Senator, in

principle | agree with you. | think it would be
useful if the Assenbly had a bill -- a budget
bill out there, and we -- we could address

that. But let's, in all fairness, consider why
that is not out there.

One of the reasons that it's not
out there is not just, as Senator Di Carlo said,
because the Speaker doesn't have the votes to
get it passed. One of the problens that we' ve
created, and here | say "we," | nean Denocrats
and Republicans, we have nore than politicized
the issue, and obviously budgets are politica
i ssues, but we've been part of what unfortunate
ly is a debasing of denbcracy where any position
becones a focus of such nmean attacks, and I'm
t hi nki ng of the fact that the Republicans are

now gl oating, as | read today in the paper, that
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they're going to spend $4 million to show that
the Denocrats in the Assenbly are unwilling to
deal with social service expenditures and, as |
read about those advertisenents, they were such
gross msunder... misleading statenents. They
were lies! They were |ies!

How can we have any sort of
debate on very tough issues which we as a
nation, and certainly we as a state have to
address, which is the social service expendi
tures, a lot of the other things, what are we
doi ng to higher education, and so on, when any
ti me anybody takes a position, it becomes so
tw sted and just becones nore fodder for
political cannons?

| think we're all part of it, and
I think we see it on the national level. W see
the negativismwhich nmakes it so difficult ever
to have any sort of intelligent debate, and I
think that's probably one of the reasons that
the Assenbly has not put forward a bill.

I think a second exception I

woul d take fromthe agreenment in principle that
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I have with Senator DeFrancisco is that the
conference system while it exists in principle
--and | think it's a significant step forward
that we've conmmtted or that Majority Leader
Bruno committed hinself to that, but we know it
really isn't functioning, and we did have this
one exercise in connection with the 65 mles an
hour speed limt; but | nust say with sone
di sappoi nt nent that sonme nenbers went to that
conference and said, Well, this is a waste of
time, and | think the Majority Leader who was
there afterward said, Well, it's a |lot of
wor ds.

Well, you know, that's -- that's
what debates generally involve is words. So |I'm
not so sure that there's a true, honest conmt
ment on both sides, Majority in the Assenbly,
Majority in the Senate, that if the Assenbly
passed a bill that we would truly have a
conference conmttee. |If we did, then I think
it would be a healthy nmatter for the Assenbly to
put a bill out.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

4770

Skel os, why do you rise?

SENATOR SKELCS: Woul d Senat or
Leichter yield to a question?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, do you yield? The Senator yields.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Lei chter, do you feel that because perhaps a
joint conference committee may not be call ed,
hypot hetically that that's enough reason for the
Assenbly not to pass a budget and try to nove
forward to a conference conmttee? | nean you
were one of the strong proponents of a
conference conmittee.

You know, there may have been
some rough grounds with determ ni ng whet her New
York State, in certain areas, should go to 65
mles an hour, but the words, the differences
were worked out. They were ironed out the first
time it went to conference commttee, and there
will be a proposal to both houses of the
Legi slature on a bi-partisan basis, in certain

areas of the state to go to 65 mles an hour.
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Wiy can't we do it with the
budget ? W have reasonabl e people. W have an
excel |l ent Finance Committee chairman in Ron
Stafford. Assenbly Ways and Means, your side of
the aisle, has sone very, very bright
| egi sl ators, Senator Galiber. W could have a
wonder ful conference committee and resol ve the
di ff erences.

But you need a budget from
Speaker Silver. Pass the budget! Don't just
amend bills and et themsit there. Pass a
budget, and let's go to conference commttee and
have a budget for the people of the state of New
Yor k.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator -
Senator Skelos, if you're saying that you
foresee, and that you're in a position to
represent on behalf of the Majority here, that
there woul d be an actual honest conference
commttee that would really invol ve those
menbers who are part of the conference comittee
i n maki ng decisions as to what sort of a budget,

I would Iike to see that process. |'ve stood
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for it all these nany years, and that's why I
got up and wanted to make the point that in
principle, | happen to agree with Senator
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Lei chter, you can't -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR SKELOS: |'msorry, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Lei chter, you can't even get to that position of
the | eaders nmaking a deternination as to whet her
a conference committee could work in resolving
t he budget differences unless the Assenbly
passes a budget. So you can't nove the process
forward. W' ve tried to nove the process
forward by voting on a budget, by putting out
our bills, as | said to Senator Gold, by you and
Senator Dol linger offering up amendnents to the

budgets, to our proposals, nmake changes that you
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t hought were appropri ate.

Now it's up to the Assenbly to do
the sane thing. Put out your docunment. Put out
what budget you would |like to see passed for the
peopl e of the state of New York. Let the
Assenbly Mnority offer their amendnents and
then we can nove forward.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Lei chter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, in
principle, | have no disagreenent with you, but
I'"'d like to add -- 1'd like you to add one ot her

thing to that, and I think you could at the sane
time ask that that same sort of addition or
representation that I would ask of you be nade
of the Assenbly, that we can try to have this
debate w thout people licking their chops and
saying, Al right, that's great. Boy, they've
given me a wonderful canpaign issue, and then
goi ng out and nisrepresenting positions, as the
Republ i cans seemto be doing. | don't mean you
or anybody in this house necessarily, but if

what is true of what | read about the ads, it's
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a total msrepresentation. The system can't
function if, every tine sonebody takes a
position, there's going to be that degree of
m srepresentation, that degree of attack dog
l'i ke conmerci al s.

Senator, we may have differences
and those differences are fair to bring to the
people, but | think to m srepresent the position
of the Assenbly on welfare, as | believe the
Republ i can ad -- advertisenents are doing, and
the way they're being pictured, Senator, that's
Wr ong.

So to make the process work,
there's got to be better faith. There's got to
be a willingness of people to debate the issues
and not to politicize it to the extent where you
can't have any -- any debate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, why do you rise?

SENATOR SKELCS: W I I Senat or
Lei chter yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Lei chter, do you yield to Senator Skel os?
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SENATOR LEI CHTER: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Leichter, politics is a tough business and
per haps sonetinmes people's skinis alittle
t hi nner than others, and you can't take the
criticism But the bottomline is, the
criticismgoes to the basic fact that Speaker
Silver and the Assenbly Denocrats have not
passed a budget. |If they had passed a budget,
laid their cards on the table like -- Iike we
did -- we bared ourselves. W said, This is our
budget proposal. W've had the courage in the
Senate Majority to take a difficult vote -- to
take a difficult vote. But the bottomline is
the people of the state of New York are
supporting the approach of Governor Pataki, the
Senate Majority, to cut taxes, to cut spending,
to create jobs, to go to Wrkfare rather than
wel fare, and to turn around this state once

agai n.
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That's the direction that the
peopl e want to see this state nove, but we can't
even take that first small step unl ess Speaker
Silver and the Assenbly Majority passes a
budget, can't take that small first step unless
t hey pass a budget and have the courage to do
what we've done in this body and nove the
process forward.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Senator, | did
not hear you nmake that representation. Now, if
you want to go out in an advertisenment and say
the Assenbly didn't pass a budget, that's fine,
but sonme of the ads are totally false. Wen
you're putting out ads saying that Republicans

-- that Denocratic nmenbers of the Assenbly from
upstate are knuckling under to |iberal bosses in
New York City, that they want to increase
spendi ng on welfare when, in fact, their
proposal calls for a decrease in welfare, that
is wong. Mke the representation, nmake the
representation that you' re not going to engage
in that degree of m srepresentation, and if you

do that, then I think we've got a better chance
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of doing what | think ought to be done, which is
if there's a disagreenent between the two
houses, |let them each pass their budget.

Let ne just say one other thing
because | think some of the -- some of the
people on this side of the aisle and incl uding
you, Senator, may be believing there's all this
chest beating. W were so brave, we were so
cour ageous; we passed a budget. Well, | don't
know about courageous. | saw a Capital budget
that some of us criticized and you said, No, no,
we're biting the bullet. Next day or a couple
days later, we get this, | forget what was it
call ed, Joe Bruno's full enploynent or economnic
recovery package -

SENATOR SKELOS: Econonic
devel opnent .

SENATOR LEI CHTER: -- and here
t hese brave people, these people who are going
to tighten their belts, and we're not going to
have the sort of programs that we had in the
past, | o and behold, all of these things cone

back, and suddenly this bal anced budget isn't
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bal anced any nore, so in all -- in all fairness,
Senator, you ought to admt that what you did
was hardly giving the people of this state that
bal anced budget and the one that shows that
we're really going to cut down gover nnent

progr ans.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: | f Senator
Lei chter woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, do you yield? He does.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
if I mght cooment on that, and at |east the
menbers in this house, and you, had the
opportunity as a nmenber of the Mnority to vote
on our proposals. 1'd love to see ny Republican
col | eagues in the Assenbly have the opportunity
to vote on a budget that's proposed by the
Speaker, to offer up the amendnents that they
think are appropriate, rather than the Speaker

sheltering his nenbers from any possible
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criticismthat they may have in a non-budget.

You have capital projects. They
of fer up anendnents, and they don't pass it.
Way? They shoul d have the courage of passing a
budget and noving the process forward. They
just don't have the courage to do it because
t hey know t he people of the state of New York
| ast Novenber 8th, when they sent Mario Cuono a
packin', sent the nessage, they wanted change.
We're prepared to give themthat change and
unfortunately, Speaker Silver still wants status
quo.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, |
think the election | ast year, naybe that's one
of the reasons that we're having so nuch of a
probl emin passing a budget, there was one
mandate and that nmandate was that Mario Cuono
havi ng served 12 years shoul d not serve anot her
four years. Governor Pataki started to read
that nmessage in a far different way, as you
apparently are doing, and he put out a -- and he
put out a budget that was hi ghly unpopul ar.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
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Lei chter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: May | just
finish?

SENATOR SKELGOS: 1'm sorry.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: That was
extrenely unpopular. He has a popularity rating
that is so |ow, unheard of, unheard of for a new
governor, because the fact of the matter is that
during the canpai gn, he never put forward any
specifics. You would ask him Wit a second,
how are you going to have a 25 percent tax cut?
Where is the noney going to cone fron? And al
he'd ever say was, "I'mgoing to get rid of the
energy department." The energy departnent, |
t hi nk, has six enpl oyees, hardly the $6 billion
that that tax cut is going to cost.

When peopl e saw what hi s budget
was, they saw the cuts to Medicaid, they saw
that he was cutting support for higher
education, increasing tuition, all of the other
horrors that | see and other people saw in the
budget. People said, W didn't vote for that.

That isn't what you told us you were going to
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do.

But that -- that's a substantive
debate on the budget. W were tal king process.

SENATOR SKELOS: Were those in TV
ads al so?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Pardon ne?

SENATOR SKELOS: Were those in TV
ads al so?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Those were -
those were in the teeth. But |let ne say again,
make that representation, representation that we
will not msrepresent, we will not |ie about the
position of the Assenbly, and | think you're
going to have a nuch better chance of doi ng what
| think ought to be done. There I don't -- |
don't disagree with you. | think it would be
healthy if we had the Assenbly pass a budget,
and while it's true -- and I got up and said
that w thout pronpting, Senator -- and while
it's true that I'maquite critical of your budget
and | don't think it's bal anced, but you've put
out a document and if we could have a true

conference commttee, you're willing to
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represent that at |east, maybe it woul d nove the
process al ong.

| -- I"ve no difficulty with
that. | think maybe sone people on this side of
the aisle may not agree with nme, and obviously
I"'mnot talking for the Mnority here, but I
think -- | think it would be healthy, but I
think it's really crucial that we stop the sort
of political attacks, and here |I'm not just
sayi ng the Republicans, the Denobcrats too,
because how can you ever debate anythi ng when
positions becone so tw sted, becone so
m srepresented that any -- that anybody is
afraid of taking any position?

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
woul d Senat or Leichter yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, do you yield to Senator Skel os?
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Leichter, we are having, | think, a very
producti ve debate, and certainly when we put

forth our budget, we had a very productive
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debate. Unfortunately, it appears that the
Speaker and the Assenbly Denocrat Majority is
too busy watching TV to see if there are ads on
TV, rather than having that budget debate with
the Assenbly Republican Mnority just |ike we
had our debate. So stop watching TV, don't
worry about TV. There'll be reruns in the '96
el ection, I'"msure, but don't worry about TV.
Start debating a budget. That's what the people
want. They don't want to hear that Speaker
Silver or sone Assenbl ynman doesn't |ike an ad
that's on TV. |It's too bad if you don't Iike
it. Debate the budget. That's what you should
be doing, in your chanbers. Debate your

budget .

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, |
hope that you're not saying it doesn't matter
the degree to which you m sm srepresent
positions, the degree to which you're
actual ly -

SENATOR SKELCS: That's what
you' re sayi ng.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Let ne finish
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Gentlenmen, if I could, just through the Chair,
Senator Leichter, you have the floor.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Yeah. | -- |
think what you're saying is it doesn't natter
what's on TV, it doesn't matter how we nisrepre
sent positions, doesn't pay any attention to
that, and so on, and | am -

SENATOR SKELOS: You're
characterizing me now, and what you're saying -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os. Senat or Skel os, are you aski ng Senat or
Leichter to yield to a question?

SENATOR SKELGCS: |'m asking -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: It's
i nportant, and | enphasize that.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Let ne answer
one question before | yield to the next one.
I"mjust suggesting to you that woul d be
hel pful. |'mnot speaking on behalf of the
Assenbly Majority; | haven't talked to the
Speaker. | don't know what is pronpting him

but | know that | am di sturbed about the
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inability of us to have a productive,
del i berative discussion on what are sone very
tough issues if we're going to get that sort of
lip smacking "I've got '"emnow, | can
m srepresent their position,” as the Republican
State Committee seens to be doing.

| read the comments of M. Powers
and | think it makes it extrenmely difficult with
that sort of an approach for us here in the
Legi slature to do what | think you and I
genui nely want, which is |et both houses pass a
budget. |If there's a disagreenent, let's go to
an honest productive conference conmttee and
see if that will work. 1'd like to see that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: | want to thank
Senator Leichter for comng to our side now. Do
you want the Assenbly -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, are you asking Senator Leichter -

SENATOR SKELCS: Well, it may end

up with a question.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wl I,
Senat or Skel os, Senator Leichter has the fl oor.

SENATOR LEICHTER: | will yield
for a conment or a question.

SENATOR SKELOS: Senator Leichter,
based upon the fact that you now congratul at ed
us for passing a budget, for at |east having the
courage to do this and for you having the
opportunity to debate us, the fact that we paid
conplinments on the fact that we've passed it
during the light of day, that it hasn't been in
the mddle of the night, that it's been an open
process because all five |eaders now, the four
| eaders and the Governor, participate in the
| eader shi p negoti ati ons, ny suggestion to you
now i s, since you are very happy with what's
happened in this house, you may di sagree with
the final docunment, that you go to the Assenbly,
you are a senior respected nmenber of the Senate,
of the Legislature, that you and perhaps Senator
Dol i nger, former nmenber of the Assenbly, as
there are now 17 of us on this side of the

aisle, that you go and talk to sonme of your
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former coll eagues and say, Pass a budget. Have
the courage to pass a budget, take the heat that
may be there fromthe Assenbly Mnority, but
have the courage.

Wul d you do that for ne, Senator
Lei chter, please?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator -
Senat or Skel os, as ny dear friend, Senator
Stavi sky, said, tell himthat you left the
Assenbl y.

But, Senator, it would be a |ot
easier for me, if | could go there and say that
a very senior respected nenber of the Majority
in the Senate, holding a | eadership position,
had said he disagrees with these m sl eadi ng ad
vertisements, that he abhors sone of the things
that are being said, and to nake the process
work, he's going to use his best efforts to see
that we don't have the sort of lies that are
bei ng put out now on television. And | think if
you did that, Senator, it would help.

Also, let nme say that while |

have certain agreenent in principle with you and
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Senat or DeFrancisco, | think it's hardly fair to
say that |1've been praising you, and |'mjunping
here with joy, and that I'm-- and |I'm | ooking
wi th anazenent at the courage that -- that you
have shown, but I'd |ove to see the process nove
f orwar d.

SENATOR SKELCS: Thank you.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Good. Thank
you, Senator Skel os.

But et me -- let ne just talk
about sonething | really feel strongly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Leichter, let me just -- let nme just interrupt
for a nmonent here. | would note that the debate
started at 3:30. There are still three people

who have indicated a desire, but nore
importantly, three times at |east during your

di scussion with Senator Skel os, the stenographer
in the chanber threw her hands in the air
indicating to ne that she could not take down
what was neant to be a historical debate in this
chanber, so | would just rem nd the nenbers

there is anot her purpose for going through the
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Chair and for showi ng respect, and that is so
that we can get every word that each one of you
says down on record; so if you could continue to
recogni ze the tradition of this chanber, | would
appreciate it, and | know the stenographer would
appreciate it, and all of the historians in this
state who are | ooking to review these records at
a future tinme, I know, would appreciate it.

SENATOR SKELCS: Poi nt of
i nformati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Yes,
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Wuld you |ike
us to repeat the debate?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
st enographer is indicating that's not
necessary.

SENATOR SKELCS: Let ne just say,
and I'mnot going to speak for Senator Leichter,
but on a bi-partisan basis, | know that | am
properly adnoni shed as to the proper procedure
in debating a bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Lei chter, the floor is yours to continue.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M. President,
| agree with everything you' ve said, and | w |
be very brief. | did have difficulty with one
word you used when you said "nmeant to be a
hi storical debate." | don't know whether it was
necessary to use the word "neant".

| do want to -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  Wul d
Senator Leichter yield to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Lei chter, do you yield to a question?

SENATOR LEICHTER: | will,
Senator, but | -- sure.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Al'l right.
Very qui ck

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Do you
recall ever on March 31st, the day before the

budget was passed, anyone in this house voting
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to increase SUNY tuition by $1800 or cl ose SUNY
canpuses?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yeah, | think
that the vote was -- the votes that you have
cast are going to result in a significant
increase in tuition at SUNY, CUNY, probably in
excess of a thousand dollars, and will probably
| ead to the closing of canpuses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  Wul d you
yield to anot her question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, do you yield to another question?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Do you
recall anyone on the Senate floor voting to
i ncrease SUNY -- SUNY tuition $1800 a year and
to cl ose SUNY canpuses?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  You just asked
that question and | thought | just answered it.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  You didn't
answer it. You said over a thousand dollars.

Did you say did we vote a specific increase of
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$18007

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, you
and | know how tuition increases are inposed.
They' re never voted by the Legislature. They
are the natural result of the funding that we
provi de for SUNY and CUNY.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  Senat or
yiel d? Senator Leichter yield to one |ast
guesti on?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Leichter yield to one | ast question? Senator
yi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO  You think
it would be msleading in advertising to send a
brochure or hang a leaflet that said that
Senat or Present, Senator DeFranci sco voted on
March 31st to raise SUNY tuition $1800 and to
cl ose SUNY canmpuses?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, |
think I answered it and |l et ne al so say,
Senator, and | made that very clear when | was
answeri ng Senator Skelos, that | believe that

bot h sides, the Denocrats, Republicans, have
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tended to politicize the process to such a
degree with very negative advertisenent, and I
don't mean just here in our budget debate, but |
t hink generally.

Wuld I send out sonething of
that sort? I would -- | would word it nuch, nuch
nore carefully, and I think nore -- nore
precisely, but I think it's fair to say that the
result of the vote that was cast here, if that
beconmes law, if that becones the budget, it wll
mean a significant increase of over a thousand
dollars in tuition and, as the chancellor said,
he's going to have to cl ose sonme canpuses.

But let me -- let nme address, and
I want to do it quickly, | guess one of the
reasons, M. President, that the debate is going
on, as | pointed out, we're really debating four
bills at once and the bill that | really wanted
to address, and I'Il try to do it quickly,
because | think it's terribly inportant, this is
the bill that provides for the wages of state
enpl oyees for nmany nenbers of the executive

branch, but says that |egislators and their
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staff will not be paid, and what we're engaged
inis, we're doing this and | tried to make that
point last tinme, because really what this is,
it's a debasing of denocracy, and | quoted
Representati ve Hyde |l ast tinme when he said, "I
don't want to be part of the dunbi ng down of
denocracy,"” and that's really what we're doing.
This is the worst sort of
pandering, the idea that in some way |egislators
and their staff are not entitled to be paid
because they have an honest disagreenent. |'ve
seen peopl e here working. Now, Senator Velella,
you -- | don't know whet her you were enthusias
tically defending the bill which included
| egislators and their staff but |I've seen you
here, 1 know you're working. | think you're
entitled to be paid. Maybe you don't think
you're entitled to be paid, but I think you' ve
wor ked, and | think the nenbers of the Assenbly,
they' ve been here, they were here | ast week
until late on Thursday, | think they're entitled
to be paid.

The i dea that sonehow or ot her
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you're going to coerce legislators into voting
for a budget by not paying themis appalling.
This is so contrary to what our denobcracy and
our exchange of ideas is based on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel el la, why do you rise?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Senat or
Lei chter yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Lei chter, do you yield to Senator Velella?

SENATOR VELELLA: | have just one
nore question. |If you just think back over the
hi story of your working here in Al bany, can you
tell me, Senator, in a very short direct way
when was the first tinme that you heard the
concept of legislators not being paid if there
was a budget that wasn't in place and who was
the person that first proposed it? Could you
just give nme the nanme, if you know?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  You're
absolutely right. It was Mario Cuono and it
was -

SENATOR VELELLA: Thank you,
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Senator. That's adequate.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: And as we
know, Mario Cuonb was not above putting forth
ideas that | can only say are pandering and, in
fact, when he first nade that idea -- when he
first nade that idea, | was sitting next to
Senat or Skel os and Senator Skelos nuttered, "Is
he willing to give up his honorariuns during
that tinme?" And the point is, though, that
Mari o Cuonp was snmart enough not to carry
t hrough on sonething that was a bad i dea.
George Pat aki apparently doesn't have that sane
sort of intelligence, and the result is that we
now -- that we now find ourselves where our
staff -- our staff, they' re working hard, has no
responsibility for there not being a budget and
they' re not bei ng paid.

SENATOR VELELLA: WIIl you yield
to one nore short question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vel el | a, why do you rise?

SENATOR VELELLA:  Senat or

Leichter yield to one | ast short question?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, do you yield to one nore question?

SENATOR VELELLA: Senator, if you
said rather than the lack of intelligence it was
the ability of one particul ar governor to
acconplish his goals as opposed to the ability
of the other governor to acconplish a goal which
you may di sagree with.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, |
think you' re absolutely right. Mario Cuono
reali zed he coul d never acconplish his goal by
carrying through on sonething that he had thrown
out which may have curried sone political favor
at that time with the voters, but which he knew
was a | ousy idea, so you're right, he did
achi eve his goals, but George Pataki is not
achi eving his goals because, as | pointed out
last tine, this nmakes it nore difficult to pass
a budget. You pass a budget, you go back in
your district and people in your district aren't
going to like the budget. They're going to say
"“Ah, you voted for it because you weren't being

pai d."
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That's the whol e basis of this
idea. Don't pay them and force themin that
way to pass a budget. That's not how we're
supposed to represent our people. W' re not
supposed to do it on the basis of dangling
noney, our paychecks, before us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, why do you rise?

SENATOR SKELOS: 1'd |ike Senat or
Leichter to yield for a short itsy-bitsy
guesti on.

SENATOR LEICHTER: Only if it
| eads to a debate that the president is going to
say "was historical" instead of "meant to be
hi storical ".

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
is not in a position to rule on that at this
nonment, Senator Leichter, but Senator Leichter
yi el ds, Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Lei chter, you nmentioned pressure. You' ve used
the word "coercion". Recently | read in the

paper, since you're receiving a lot of your in
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formation fromthe newspapers, that certain
chai rman of major commttees within the Assenbly
have refused to neet with people from The
Busi ness Council, leaders in industry, whether
it's banks, insurance, snall businesses, |arge
busi nesses, because they didn't |ike the fact
that they were exercising their First Anendnent
right, which | know you' re a strong supporter of
the First Anendnent.

Now, these are the Assenbly
Denocrats, sone of themliberal, that are
exercising, believe in the First Anendnent and
they are now refusing to neet with nenbers of
i ndustry, Business Council people, people that
create jobs in the state of New York, because
they disagree with the fact that they suggested
the Assenbly shoul d pass and are supporting the
proposition that the Assenbly shoul d pass
Gover nor Pataki's budget.

Now, do you think that's a bit
coercive, that they -- that the chairman of
commttees in the Assenbly refuse to nmeet with

peopl e because they don't like the fact that
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they're exercising their First Amendnent rights?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, |
don't know why they're not neeting with them
and I know sonme of the circunmstances that people
have met with themto |let them know that there's
a nice event going on, and that they hope
they're there and if they're not doing it for
t hat purpose, maybe that's all for the good.

| don't know, frankly, what that
has to do -- | think the president is going to
rule that this is not -- this is not going to
lead to a historical debate.

But | think that the nessage has
to go out, it seens to ne, to Governor Patak
that this is just the wong way to proceed and
not to pay the staff is unconscionable. It's
wong; it's probably unconstitutional. It nakes
us, to ny mnd, |awbreakers, and if sone people
on your side of the aisle or on this side of the
aisle feel that this is the way to go, | suggest
that it just is nore pandering. W're debasing
denocracy when we do this.

So | would -- | would urge very
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much that we have a good honest productive
debate on the budget, that we pass a budget, but
that we don't use these coercive neasures, and
I"'mjust rem nded in the Mddl e Ages when the
Popes were chosen, as you know, and they stil
are today, by a Cardinals' neeting in a walled
in enclosure, and sonetines when they were a
little slow, they wouldn't get fed, and the
result was that maybe you had some Popes chosen
who weren't particularly great Popes. You al so
had sone enaci ated Cardi nal s.

It's not the way -- it's not the
way to create a consensus that's going to serve
the public, and I think all of us who said this
is what we ought to do, we've just been really
part of pandering, and if | go back to ny
district, you go back to your district, |
i magi ne the public initially is going to say,
Oh, that's right, you didn't pass a budget. You
don't deserve to get paid.

But I'Il tell you this, if you
put the proposition to themthat you want ne to

vote for a budget that you don't agree wth,
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because you want nme to get paid and obvi ously
the answer is no. So if you look at the prem se
under which the Legislature and its staff is
bei ng excluded frompay, it's really appalling.
It lacks any sort of logic, and it's contrary,
as | said, | think, to the denocratic ains and
goal s and process that | hope we're al
commtted to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Pass.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Passes.
Senator Waldon? | don't see himin the
chanmber. Senator Gold? Not in the chanber.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

SENATOR STAFFORD: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or St afford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | have -- wll
be very brief, and | believe debate started at
3:30, so we're close.

I would only say to Senator
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Leichter, | understand it had sonmething to do
with the type of snoke that was eaten, | think
that was what really, the decision on the effect
that people ate that | ong ago and as you know,
when white snoke went up, it nmeant they had
chosen a Pope; | believe that's correct, isn't
it, John?

But on this bill, a serious
note, the reason we're here is that the Senate
and the Governor understand that we had a state
that was conpletely out of control, and sone of
us who have been here a little | onger have to
realize it was a | ot easier when you coul d say
in your district especially, Don't blane ne, |
wasn't there.

Well, up through the years that
gets to be rather difficult, but we did have to
make sone changes, and we've heard Socia
Services. That subject was raised. Again, |
enphasi ze, just enphasize, |'mnot saying right
or wong, it's just it shows that we have to
make sone changes and, yes, | do think it was

right that we made the changes, but for
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instance, California has over a mllion nore
people in the social service prograns than we do
and -- and that's all all over the state and al
over this state, their budget is | ess than ours
and we took 15 percent of the Medicaid noney out
of Washington and we are 7-1/2 percent of the
people; that's just an exanpl e.

But unl ess we make t hese changes
in the budget and get the Assenbly to sit down
and negotiate as was nentioned and have them
ei ther pass a budget or pass ours, we're going
to just continue having the problens we've had
and the engi ne that keeps our |oconotive going
is the econony and, if we were doing things to
the econony that was in effect killing it, then
we woul dn't have the funds to do anything in
this -- in this state, whether it's socia
services or whether it's the infrastructure or
whet her it's education or anything and, again,
that's why we're here. That's why we're
debating this bill.

We need to pass this bill but, as

has been nentioned here nmany, many tinmes much
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better than | can say it, we should be sitting
down and we shoul d have the Assenbly cooperating
with the Senate, with the Governor and getting a
budget that we all can live with, that we can
afford, so that we don't have this, in effect,
emaci ati on, whatever you want to call it,
killing of the econony, because that's exactly
where we were goi ng.

So | ask that this bill have its
| ast section.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
woul d you call up Cal endar Nunmber 435, Senate
4206.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
wi Il call Senate Cal endar Nunber 435.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
435, Budget Bill, Senate Print Nunmber 4206, an
act maki ng an appropriation for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 54.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
woul d you call Cal endar Nunber 436, Senate 4207.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
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w || read Cal endar Nunber 436.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
436, Budget Bill, Senate Print 4207, an act
maki ng an appropriation for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
this is the last chance to stop it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, just on this bill ever so briefly.
We've had a | ot of discussion about it. | was
-- | guess | refer to this as total politica
war fare where we take the innocent and we try to
affect the innocent to sonehow affect those who
may be guilty, and what | see here is sort of a
total political war against our staff and the
peopl e who should be paid for what they're
wor ki ng.

| regret the fact that we've
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escalated to this formof total politica
war fare whi ch means that the innocent people who
work for us are going to be punished, are not
going to be able to pay their nortgages, not
going to be able to, in sonme cases, to buy
food. | know I've got at |east one enpl oyee
with seven children who isn't going to be able
to pay his nortgage. He was in a tough
situation. He carries two houses. It's just
not a good i dea.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 54.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

woul d you pl ease take up Cal endar Nunmber 437,
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Senate 4208.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
w || read Cal endar Nunber 437.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
437, Budget Bill, Senate Print 4208, an act to
provi de for paynments to vendors under the Wnen,
Infants and Chil dren Program and nmaki ng an
appropriation therefor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Read the
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Stavi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President,
wi t hout objection, | should |ike the record to
reflect that 1| wish to be recorded in opposition
to Cal endar Nunber 276.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
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obj ection, Senator Stavisky will be recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 276.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: | believe
Senat or Montgonery wi shes to be recogni zed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: M.
President, | would |ike unani nbus consent to be
recorded in the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 175.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senator Montgonery will be recorded
in the negative on Cal endar Number 175.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, M.
President. Could we return to reports of
standing commttees. | believe there is a
Fi nance Comm ttee report at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
a Finance Conmttee report at the desk. [|'l]
ask the Secretary to -

The Chair woul d recogni ze for the

record that Cal endar Nunber 437 was passed.
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Secretary will read the report of
t he Finance Conmittee.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Stafford,
fromthe Conmttee on Finance, offers the
foll owi ng nom nations: Thomas J. Mirphy, of
Lat ham nmenber of the Dormtory Authority, and
Ant hony J. Col avita, Esqg., of East Chester,
menber of the New York State Bridge Authority.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the nomnation. Al those in
favor, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed nay.

(There was no response. )

The nom nees are confirned.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
is there any housekeeping at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
several -- several things to be done at the
desk.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or

Sewar d.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

4812

SENATOR SEWARD: On page 28, on
behal f of Senator Levy, | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 79, Senate Print
Nunber 384-B, and ask that the said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Amendrent s are received and adopted. Bill wll
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, on behal f
of Senator Johnson, | wish to call up his bill,
Print Nunmber 2724, recalled fromthe Assenbly
which is now at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
209, by Senator Johnson, Senate Print 2724, an
act to amend the Environnmental Conservation Law,
inrelation to limting access to comercia
fisheries.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: M. President, |
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now nove to reconsider the vote by which this
bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Mdtion is
to reconsider the vote by which the bil
passed. Secretary will call the roll on
reconsi derati on.

(The Secretary called the roll on
reconsi deration. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: M. President, |
now of fer the foll ow ng anendnents to that bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Anmendnent s are received and adopted. Senator
Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: And finally, M.
President, on behalf of Senator Lack, | nove to
amend Senate Bill Nunmber 2135-A by striking out
t he amendnments nade on March 27th and restoring
it toits original Print Nunber 2135.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Anmendnents are stricken and it's returned to its

original form
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Senat or Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NOZZOLI G M. President,
on behal f of Senator Levy, please place a
sponsor's star on Cal endar Nunmber 407.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal endar
Nunber 407 will be starred at the request of the
sponsor.

Senat or Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI G M. President,
on behal f of Senator Libous, please place a
sponsor's star on Cal endar Nunmber 417, Senate
Bi Il Nunber 1848-A.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal endar
Nunber 417 is starred at the request of the
sponsor.

Senat or Skel os, we have one
substitution at the desk.

SENATOR SKELOS: Coul d we have
t he substitution?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
wll call it.

THE SECRETARY: On page 20,

Senat or Goodman noves to di scharge fromthe
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Committee on I nvestigations, Taxation and

Gover nmrent QOperation, Assenbly Bill Nunber 5542,
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber, Cal endar 309.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Substitution is ordered.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
there will be a conference of the Majority
tonorrow at 12: 00 noon, and there being no
further business, | nove we -- Senator
Stafford?

SENATOR STAFFCORD: Thank you,
Senat or Skel os.

I was just -- could | just please
state for the record that the nom nation of
Thomas J. Murphy for the state Dornmitory
Aut hority was noved by Senator Hobl ock, and the
nom nati on of Senator Anthony Col avito was noved
by Senator Spano.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Thank
you, Senator Stafford. The record will reflect

such. Senat or Skel os.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

[ S S S SO Y
o A W N B O

4816

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, M.
President. | nove we adjourn until Tuesday,
April 18th, at 1:00 p.m, sharp.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
will be a Majority Conference in Room 332 to
nmorrow, April 18th, at 12 o'clock. Wthout
obj ection, the Senate stands adjourned until
tonorrow, April 18th, at 1:00 p. m

(Whereupon at 5:35 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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