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ALBANY, NEW YORK
March 31, 1995
10: 02 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JOHN R KUHL, JR., Acting President
STEPHEN F. SLOAN, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will cone to order. Menbers please find
their seats. Ask everyone to rise and join ne
in saying the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

(The assenbl age repeated the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag. )

In the absence of clergy, nay we
bow our heads in a nonent of silence.

(A nonent of silence was
observed. )

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senate,

Thur sday, March 30th. The Senate net pursuant
to adj ournment, Senator Kuhl in the Chair upon
desi gnation of the Tenporary President. The
Jour nal of Wednesday, March 29th, was read and
approved. On notion, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hearing
no objections, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Bruno, that brings us to
t he cal endar.

SENATOR BRUNO M. President,
can we at this time take up the non-contro
versi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the non-controversial cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: On page nunber
15, Cal endar 174, by Senator Skel os, Senate
Print 425, an act to amend the Busi ness
Corporation Law, in relation to corporate

fi nance, proxies, powers of directory and

mer ger s.
SENATOR PATERSON:. Lay asi de,
pl ease.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
231, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 1058, an
act to amend the Penal Law, in relation to
amesty for the surrender of certain itens.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 31
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
242, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 2671, an
act to amend the Penal Law, in relation to
maki ng certain technical corrections with
respect to enterprise corruption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 31
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Print 243
-- Cal endar Nunber 243, by Senator Bruno,
Senate Print 722, an act authorizing an appor
tionnent of state aid for certain capital
expenditures incurred by the Berlin Centra
School District for the installation of a
certified bus lift.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There's a
| ocal fiscal inpact note at the desk. Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 31

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
245, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 1126, an
act to -

SENATOR LAVALLE: Lay the bil
asi de for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside for the day at the request of the
sponsor.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
246, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 2208,
Education Law, in relation to the availability
of copies made of estimated expenses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 31
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
255, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 1963, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
expandi ng student aid progranms for Vietnam
vet er ans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 31
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
273, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 1543, an act
to anend the Private Housi ng Fi nance Law and the
Public Health Law, in relation to the creation
of a farm worker housing project |oan fund.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 33.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
313, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 1140, an
act to anmend Chapter 198 of the Laws of 1978,
relating to authorizing projects to provide
i mproved and expanded school health services.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 33.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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314, by Senator Hannon.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Lay asi de.

SENATOR HANNON: Lay asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
315, by Senator Cook, Senate Print 3566, an act
to anend Chapter 407 of the Laws of 1986
anmendi ng the Public Health Law, relating to
establishing a coordi nated approach.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 35.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
349, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 3926-A, an

act to anmend the Fam |y Protection Act -
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Protecti on and Donestic Violation Intervention

Act of 1994, in relation to changing the date of

oper at i on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
is high, Senator Bruno, so we'll lay it aside
awai ting a nmessage. Lay the bill aside.

SENATOR BRUNG: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Bruno, that conpletes the non-controversia
cal endar.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
can we now take up the non-controversia
cal endar -- the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
wi Il read the controversial cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
174, by Senator Skel os, Senate Bill Nunber 425,
an act to amend the Business Corporation Law, in
relation to corporate finance.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
can we at this tinme take up Cal endar Nunmber 314

by Senat or Hannon.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Cal endar
Nunber 174 is laid aside tenporarily. Secretary
w |l read Cal endar Nunmber 314.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
314, by Senator Hannon, Senate Bill Nunber 3547,
an act to amend Chapter 934 of the Laws of 1985,
amendi ng the Public Health Law and the New York
State Medical Care Facilities Act.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hannon, an expl anati on has been asked for of
Cal endar Nunmber 314 by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR ONORATG: | don't really
need an explanation. | would just like to ask a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hannon, will you yield to Senator Onorato?

SENATOR HANNON: Let nme just, in
one sentence, explain what the bill does.

SENATOR ONORATO | know what the
bill does. W're only extending it for two and
a half nonths. Normally we extend it for a year

or two and a half years, and this may hold up
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the hospitals' ability to issue their bonds,
hol d up their projects.

SENATOR HANNON:  So | take it
your question is would there be any delay in
view of this legislation; would that be a fair
characterization, sir?

SENATOR ONORATO.  Yes.

SENATOR HANNON: | can assure you
nothing will be del ayed.

SENATOR ONORATG  Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 40.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

SENATOR BRUNO M. President, in
t he absence of the sponsor of that |egislation,

| ask that it be laid aside. W'Ill take it up
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on Monday, and at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: We'll |ay
asi de Cal endar Nunber 174.

SENATOR BRUNG: Is there any
housekeepi ng at the desk that we have to take up
at this time, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: No
housekeepi ng, Senator Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG: |I'm going to then
nove, M. President, that we recess until 1:30
sharp, in the interimcall a Finance Conmttee
neeting in Room 332 at 12:45 and i medi ately
foll owi ng Finance a Rules Conmittee neeting and
that will take us back to the chanber by 1:30
wi th your cooperation and indul gence, so we can
get on with the people's work today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
will be a Finance Comrittee neeting in Room 332
at 12:45 to be followed inmediately by a Rul es
Committee neeting, and then the Senate wl|
reconvene at 1:30.

Senat or Mendez.
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SENATOR MENDEZ: There will be a
Mnority Conference at 11:00 o' cl ock, Room 314.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
will be a Mnority Conference at 11:00 o' cl ock
in Room 314, the Mnority Conference Room

Wt hout objection, the Senate
stands in recess until 1:30.

(Wher eupon at 10: 15 a.m, the
Senate recessed.)

(Wher eupon, at 1:31 p.m, Senate
reconvened.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senate
will come to order. Chair will recognize
Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO: M. President.
Can we please return to reports of standing
commttees. | believe there is a report from
the Rules Committee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Return to
reports of standing conmttees.

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Bruno,

fromthe Committee on Rules, hands up the
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following bills directly for third reading

Print Nunmber 1551A, Budget Bill,
an act naking appropriations for the support of
government, Legislature and Judiciary Budget.

Print Nunmber 1553A, Budget Bill,
an act nmaking appropriations for support of
government, Aid to Localities Budget Bill.

Print Number 3595A, by Senator
Sal and, an act to anend the State Finance Law,
t he Banki ng Law and Chapter 705 of the Laws of
1993.

Print Nunmber 3955, by the
Committee on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law
and the Public Service Law, in relation to a
reduction in the rate of tax.

Print Nunmber 3895A, by the
Committee on Rules, an act to anmend the Racing,
Pari - Mut uel Wagering and Breeding Law, and
Chapter 281 of the Laws of 1994.

Al bills directly for third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair

recogni zes Senat or Bruno.
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SENATOR BRUNO | nove, M.
President, that we adopt the report of the Rules
Commi ttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to accept the report of the Rules
Committee. Al in favor, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Those opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The report is adopted.

Al bills are directed to third
r eadi ng.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO: M. President.
Can we now take up Cal endar Nunber 350.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read Cal endar Nunmber 350, Senate Budget
Bill, Senate Print 1551A, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent,
Legi sl ature and Judi ci ary Budget.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Bruno, there's a nessage of -
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SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President.
Is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
a nmessage at the desk, Senator Bruno?

SENATOR BRUNG | nove we adopt
the nessage at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity.
Al'l those in favor, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The nessage i s accepted.

Senat or Paterson, are you
requesting an explanation of this bill?

SENATOR PATERSON.  Yes, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNO  Yes, M.
Presi dent .

This is the Legislative and

Judi ci al Budget that allows the Legislature to
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function and the Judiciary in this state to do
its business. This is the normal procedure as
part of the budget that we take up the
Legi sl ative and Judiciary Budget. That is the
bill that is before us.

It is spelled out very
specifically in terns of how the noney is spent,
and we all know where it will come from So
woul d invite you to review what is before us and
woul d encourage you to adopt this budget because
it is what allows us in the Legislature to do
the people's work, and it is what allows the
Judi ci ary Departnent, a separate departnent
constitutionally in this state, to do their
wor k. Cooperatively with the Executive Branch,
we govern. We will welcome your support.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

SENATOR GOLD: Point of inquiry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
ol d.

SENATOR GOLD: | thought that the

Majority Leader just invited us to reviewit, so
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I"'mreviewing it. Wy are we voting on it?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: |'mrevi ew ng
it, too, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, one
m nut e, pl ease.

SENATOR BRUNO Wile, M.
President, we are review ng this inportant
docurnent, | would suggest that we m ght read the
| ast section on Cal endar Nunmber 350 and 351. We
have one of our esteened coll eagues that has a

very inportant and personal reason for voting at

this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the [ ast section on Cal endar Number
350.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: I n the
negative, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann is recorded in the negative.

W will lay that bill aside
tenporarily, Senator Bruno, while we call up
Cal endar Number 351.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
351, Budget Bill, Senate Print Nunmber 1553A, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

Senator Bruno, there is a nmessage
of necessity at the desk -- nessage of necessity
at the desk on this bill.

SENATOR BRUNO: | nove its
adoption at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity on
Cal endar Nunmber 351. All those in favor,

signi fy by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The nessage i s accepted.

Secretary will read the |ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hof f mann, how do you vote?

SENATOR HOFFMANN: I n the
negative, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Hof f mann in the negative. The roll call is
withdrawmn. We will return to Cal endar Nunber
350.

Senat or Leichter.
SENATOR LElI CHTER: Yes, M.
President. We will have one or nore anmendnents

to this bill and, while they are being brought
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to the floor, let me nmake sone general comments
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter on the bill.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Right. Over
the years, you have heard ne tal k about the
| egi sl ative budget, and |I think we have been
able to denonstrate quite clearly that this is
not a budget. It's a hoax, and over the years |
think it's been an enbarrassnment for this
Legi slature which prides itself on the care with
which it forces the Executive to detail its
spendi ng, but when it conmes to the Legislature,
you know, the rules don't apply and instead of
havi ng a budget, we have these large [unp sum
appropriations.

Well, this year we were told
things were going to be different. But when you
take a look at the legislative budget, it's the
exact sanme format as we've had all of these
years. It's not an honest budget.

Now, | understand that efforts

are being made to cone up with such a detailed
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budget in future years and that for sone reason
our conputer capacity did not permt the
Legi slature to have a detail ed budget this year,
and | would like to just try to get sone sort of
a clarification on it.
So if | can ask the Majority
Leader if he would be so kind as to yield.
Senat or Bruno, mny question is,
you have made various statements as you assuned
the Majority | eadership about changes that you
wanted to nmake, reforns that you wanted to neke,
and one of them as | understand, related to the
| egi sl ative budget, and ny question is whether
this is the last year we're going to see the
| egi sl ative budget in this format and whet her we
can expect, starting with the fiscal year
1996- 1997, a detailed | egislative budget?
SENATOR BRUNO.  Senator, | think
all of us in this chanber are in agreenent that
we shoul d have nore detail ed budgets, that the
public has a right to know and, as | assuned the
| eadership in this house, | publicly declared

that we will have in the Legislature, in the
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Senate, full disclosure of all of the
expenditures in this Senate, and we are
presently contenplating that starting January,
as we have nentioned before, of next year, that
we will have a full disclosure so you will see
every cent that we appropriate and spend

item zed -- your staff, ny staff, Senator Gold's
staff, even Senator Stafford's.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Even?

SENATOR BRUNO Yes. So the
answer is yes, Senator Leichter. Yes. | think
in ternms of being of public service, the answer
is yes.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Just so that
I'"mclear, Senator Bruno, as | understand it,
that item zation and that information, that
openness that you have conmitted yourself to,
will also be reflected in the |egislative budget
so that we will see in the legislative budget a
degree of item zation that we require fromthe
Executive?

SENATOR BRUNG We will provide,

yes, Senator, as nuch item zation as there is in
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t he executive budget. Does that satisfy your
requirenents that it be as the executive
budget ?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Wl |, Senat or
| think it's a significant step forward. |
t hi nk what you and | hopefully agree on is that
we want full disclosure. The public ought to
know.

SENATOR BRUNG: | couldn't agree
Senator, nore with you that the public has a
right to know, and I aminsisting that we have a
full disclosure in this house and in the
Assenbly, and | have been discussing this with
t he Speaker since Decenber and the Speaker in
his wi sdom concurs that we will have ful
di scl osure in the Legislature in January. So,
as usual, we are on the sanme side of an issue.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: That's very
good, and, Senator, | enjoy being on the sane
side with you.

But let me just -- if | may, and
| appreciate your being candid in your answers,

as you always are, and it's certainly inportant
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that we're not tal king only about the Senate.
We're tal king about the Assenbly, and the
Speaker said to ne also that he is commtted to
having an item zed budget. But just so that
we're clear as to what we nean by an item zed
budget, will you agree with me, Senator Bruno,
that this Budget Bill that is before us is not
an item zed budget?

SENATOR BRUNO Wl |, Senator,
wi sh | could answer you differently, but the
agencies of this state report in about the sane
fashion that we are reporting in this
| egi sl ative budget. So this concurs with the
common practice in the state, and we've been
sort of doing this together. But I, with the
Governor and the Speaker, are going to try to
get nore detailed with the agencies, and we have
di rect control over our budgets, so we are going
to have fuller, better disclosure.

Senator Leichter, we would
wel come your input, very specifically. [If you
want to give us recomendations in witing, we

woul d wel cone them and will incorporate them
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into the practices into next year.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senat or, thank
you and | think that's a generous offer. W
will certainly respond toit. 1In fact, we're
going to respond to it sooner than you think
because our anendnment will have the form of what
we consider to be an item zed budget, so you are
going to have this in about five mnutes.

SENATOR BRUNO:  Senator, |'m
never ceased to be anazed by your responsiveness
and your ingenuity.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you
Senator, let me just ask this further question,
if the Majority Leader will be good enough to
yield, and | see he is. One of the things that
t he Executive Departnments do which gives neani ng
to the Executive Budget bills is that there's a
| ot of backup data, which is available to our
Finance Commttees. It's studied very carefully
by Senator Stafford and his staff. So when we
tal k about an itemnmi zed budget, it is, of course,
i nportant to have that backup material, and ny

guestion to you is: WII we also have the sort
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of backup material that we have for the
Executive Budget bills?

SENATOR BRUNG |' m doi hg sone
research on this at this very second, Senator
Lei chter, and ny research shows ne that we wl|l
be very specific, and the public expenditure
review that we have already indicated that we
will support and inplenment will contain, we
believe, to your satisfaction parts of what you
are now recomrendi ng and di scussi ng.

So, Senator, | know -- just to
finish nmy answer -- that you don't want to waste
your time, our tine, the public's tinme by
tal ki ng about things that we al ready agree on
because |I' m confident that you can find sone
things that we don't agree on, but this one we
agree on, Senator, so we are going to nove
toward public expenditure review. | think you
will be very happy, very satisfied, as wll ny
col | eagues here, to see every cent that we spend
item zed so that everyone's salary is item zed,
all the expenditures for travel, for office

expense, for your district office, item zed and

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3454

| don't know how nmuch nore fully we can discl ose
than that and, if you have any suggesti ons,
we're going to welcone it and we will be very
anxi ous to see what your amendnment contains.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, |
think that's really very inportant, and it's
i mportant for all of us, whether we're
Republ i cans or Denocrats. | think all of us
share the goal of being of service to the people
of the state and hopeful ly doing our work and
our job in an accepted manner and doing it with
integrity and, unfortunately, the budgets that
we' ve had have not had that sort of integrity
which reflects well on this body.

Senator, if |I may, | just would
like to ask you one or two questions about this
year's budget, if you would be good enough to
yi el d.

SENATOR BRUNO I'msorry. | was
bei ng di stracted by ny coll eagues who were
trying to be hel pful, but they're really not.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Let ne say |
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share a district or cormmunity wi th Senator
Vel ella. Wen he tries to be hel pful, be
careful -- no, he is very hel pful.

Senator, one of the things that
concerns nme is the reappropriations in this
year's legislative budget as it pertains to the
Senate. Last year, we pointed out that there
was a | arge pot that had been built up over the
years that really was in the nature of a slush
fund for the Senate. Reappropriations nake
sense when you have ongoi ng capital projects,
when you have ongoi ng prograns, but that if the
Legi sl ature over the years had not spent all of
t he noney that had been appropriated, why not
return it to the taxpayers, and |I know that the
t axpayers are the apple of your eye, Senator
Bruno. But it's a real disappointment to see
reappropriations of $11 mllion in here. W've
added them up and they cone to a total of
$11, 563. .

SENATOR BRUNO  How nuch,
Senat or ?

SENATOR LEI CHTER  $11, 563, 560.
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SENATOR BRUNO: M. President. |
woul d appreciate, Senator Leichter, sharing that
informati on with us because you are nore than
doubl i ng the nunbers that are, in fact, so, and
| would | ove to have that additional 6 mllion
that you are producing. So wouldn't we like to
have that? Wy don't you |l et us have your
informati on because | would |ove to have it.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  kay.

Senator, | will work off your figure of 6
mllion.

SENATOR BRUNO It's five

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Excuse ne?

SENATOR BRUNO  Fi ve.

SENATOR LEICHTER: Five mllion?

SENATOR BRUNOG: Yes. That's as
good a nunmber as any for our purposes, Senator,
because you're going to disagree with it if it's
$5.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: | think
woul d, sir. CGoviously, we're talking of a |large
sum of noney. You will agree?

SENATOR BRUNO Yes, Senator. W
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think it's 5 mllion.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, this
is a two-part question. One is, it was ny
under standi ng that you had said that this year
there woul d be no reappropriations. Secondly,
if there are anmounts that could be
reappropriated, why are these not returned to
t he taxpayer?

SENATOR BRUNO. Wl |, Senator
Leichter, | amvery, very pleased that you woul d
publicly ask that question for the record.
recommended at that tine to Speaker Silver that
maybe this was the year that we not
reappropriate any of these dollars, and the
Governor asked us not to reappropriate any of
these dollars, and | was very willing for this
house and representing this house and had tal ked
to nmy colleagues, and they said, "Fine, let's
not reappropriate any of these dollars.”

Speaker Silver, on the other hand, has a nunber

that is over $30 mllion in that little account.
Soif 5 mllion is substantial,
Senat or, what would you call 30-plus mllion?
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More than substantial? W are prepared to pass
on the reapprop's if the Speaker woul d pass on
his reapprop's. Call himand ask him and if
you will get his concurrence, we will stand for
an amendnment and pull all that noney out of our
budget and glad to do it, because the Governor
would like to have us do it. W would like to
do it.

But the fact of the matter is -
I will answer on behal f of the Speaker because
he isn't here and I don't think you have a
phone. He won't do it. He won't do it. So
since he won't do it, guess what? W are
| eaving the reapprop's in our budget because we
just think it's fair, and I wish we had 30
mllion instead of 5. Sorry about that.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senat or
Bruno -

SENATOR BRUNO But that's a
fact, what I"'mrelating to you.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: | accept what
you say, Senator. But | take it from what you

say -- and let ne see if | understand you
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correctly -- that you think that this budget
shoul d not have any reappropriations at all
neither for the Assenbly nor the Senate?

SENATOR BRUNG | woul d support
that if we had concurrence by the Executive and
the Speaker. | would be in support of exactly
t hat concept.

SENATOR LEICHTER: So then it's a
fair statenent that you think it would be
appropriate for this |egislative budget not to
have any reappropriations.

SENATOR BRUNO It would be
appropriate not to reapprop. | guess that's a
fair statenent.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  kay.

Senator, let me ask you this. 1'mnot passing
judgnment on the Assenbly but, for the sake of
the argunent, | will accept your characteri
zation of what the Assenbly is doing. But if
it's the right thing to do, if it's the right
thing to do not to have reappropriations, why
don't we elimnate the reappropriations for the

Senate? W have that authority. W have that
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power. Those appropriations are in there only
because you put themin there.
What you are saying to ne and to

the people of the state is, because the Assenbly

is doing sonething that | don't agree with, I'm
going to take $6 mllion that otherw se should
go to the taxpayers. |Is that the sort of

position that we want to take in this house?

SENATOR BRUNO. Wl |, Senator
Lei chter, that's a question?

SENATOR STAFFORD:  Yes.

SENATOR BRUNO. Then | et ne
answer it. | wish that we in this house -- and,
M. President, if we in this house could
unilaterally act, wouldn't this be a better
state? Tonight, we would have a budget that the
peopl e woul d have that we woul d be in agreenent
with the Governor, if we could act in this
house. W woul d have a budget on March 31, one
day before April 1.

But, M. President, we can not
act by ourselves and nmake | aws, as much as we

would |ike to do that especially in this budget
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season, because it's the Assenbly that's keeping
the people of this state from having a bal anced
budget. We in this house, thanks to you people
and the people on this side of the aisle, have
been passing a budget. By the tine we |eave
here tonight, we will have a bal anced budget in
this house that the people of this state woul d
li ke to see becone | aw.

But, Senator Leichter, we can't
act by ourselves. Since we can't act by
ourselves, in order for this to becone |law, we
need to do it in concurrence with the Assenbly.
So | would just leave it that if you could
convi nce your colleagues on your side of the
aisle that that is good governnment and in the
best interests of the people, then we wll
participate. Until then, | think we have to
leave it as it is.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, |
t hink -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, are you asking Senator Bruno to yield

to a question?
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SENATOR STAFFORD:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Bruno, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
does.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senat or Bruno,
| would just say, and | want to see if you agree
with me, that we have an obligation to lead in
this house, to do what's right, and you passed a
state appropriation bill, frankly, | didn't
agree with, but it set forth what you thought
and what the majority in this house thought -
and, | gather, the Governor -- ought to be in
t hat budget. You have passed other bills which
set forth your view of how you want gover nment
to function.

You' ve shown us that you believe
that the wealthy in this state need to be aided
and hel ped in nore ways than you have done in
the past and that's your view and | understand
this. But in that particular instance, you

didn't find yourself tied to the Speaker by sone
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unbilical cord. You have put forth your bill.
Wiy in the legislative budget, if you feel that
it's not a good idea to have reappropriations,
why do you put forward a bill with these
reappropriations, especially since, as |
understand it, this is a one-house bill? Wy
don't you give us your vision of what the
Legi sl ature ought to do as regards its own
budget ?

SENATOR BRUNG: |' m | ooki ng at
that very remarkabl e headline that says,
"Bruno's Change is Necessary."

SENATOR CONNOR: W'l | quote it
for you.

SENATOR BRUNG: Ch, you're going
to quote it? Ckay. That's what | thought.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senat or, what
we would like to see is a headline that says the
change that Bruno said is necessary is being
done. But, unfortunately, that headline is not
being witten with this particular bill

SENATOR BRUNO  Senator, you

know, legislating is a very, very interesting
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way of life, and there are sonme issues that we
do unilaterally in this house. W provide
di rection, |eadership, change, and there are
other issues that really are in the public's
best interest if we do themtogether, because if
we can ever convince the Assenbly to give back
to the public that $32 million that they've got
in reapprop's, just think of how nmuch better the
public would be than just our little 5 mllion.

Wul dn't they be better off,
Senator? Wuldn't they?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Yes, right.

SENATOR BRUNG: Then don't you
think that, if we can use our influence by
suggesting that we will do things together, that
we want to help the public five tinmes nore than
you are proposing.

So that's why, M. President, in
this issue we have to stay joined. |In other
i ssues, we can take | eadership positions, and
I"mglad that you recogni ze that, Senator.

Thank you.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: | f Senator
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Bruno will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Bruno, do you continue to yield to Senator
Lei chter?

SENATOR BRUNO  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, if |
under stand your position, then, is that where
it's a financial benefit to the Senate, we are
joined to the Assenbly. But nmay | al so point
out to you and ask you this question, isn't it a
fact that |ast year the Senate spent nore
reappropriations than the Assenbly?

SENATOR BRUNO.  Senator, let me
correct one of the things -- and | hesitate to
do this because | find it difficult to correct
anyone as |earned as you are on the Senate
floor, but when | tal ked about that noney, |
didn't talk about it helping the Senate, |
tal ked about if we could not reapprop at all, we
woul d be hel ping the public, the general public,

not the Senate. Ch, you said the Senate.
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SENATOR LEI CHTER: No, | said
this bill helps the Senate. | would |ike you -
and | think the nenbers on this side of the
aisle want to help the public by getting rid of
t he reappropriations.

SENATOR BRUNOG:  You would like to

help the public. | would like to do, I'm

sayi ng, nmuch nore. | would like to help the
public $37 mllion worth instead of $5 mllion
wort h.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  But -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, are you asking Senator Bruno to
continue to yield?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Bruno, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR BRUNO  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Let ne ask the
guestion because | fail to understand your

logic, with all due respect, Senator. You are
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saying | want to give -- | want to give the
public that $30 mllion that the Assenbly has,
but since the Assenbly won't give themthe $30
mllion, I"'mgoing to take $6 m |lion away from
the taxpayers. |Is that |logic?

SENATOR BRUNG: Wl l, not exactly
as you are expressing it, Senator, but many
times things expressed in this chanber are not
exactly | ogical.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: | want to
thank ny good friend, and I want to say that
| ast answer was worthy of Senator Stafford.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNG: | have been
listening to himand |l earning. Wy do you think
"' m here?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Hi gh point of
personal privilege.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: | want to
assure ny good friend, Senator Stafford, that
that was said as a real conplinent.

M. President. Just briefly on
the bill.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Leichter, on the bill.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  And t hen
want to nobve an anendnent.

Oh, sure. Then, just very
briefly on the bill, and we will nake the
amendnents later. | know that Senator Connor
and some ot her people want to speak on sone of
the issues that were rai sed by the dial ogue
bet ween Senator Bruno and nyself. | just think
we could do better. | don't think it's ever an
answer to the public to say, "Wll, they did
it. They are doing it." I nean, you know, we
used to do that when we were in kindergarten and
grade school .

We have the ability to lead, to
set an exanple, and we can certainly do it by
saying here's $6 mllion. It may even be nore;
or whether it's $5 mllion, we're going to
return it to the public. W're going to return
it to the taxpayers. For weeks here, all we've
heard i s taxpayers, taxpayers, taxpayers.

We happen to think that nost
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t axpayers are not being served by your program
and certainly not being served by your tax

cuts. A very small percentage of the popul ation
i s being hel ped.

But if your concern is the
taxpayers, if you're saying we want to return
nore to the taxpayers, what is the justification
for this Senate saying here's $6 mllion or $5
mllion in reappropriation, we're going to grab
it. There is no justification.

How i s that noney going to be
spent? That isn't detailed. That's left up to
the Majority Leader.

And |l et ne just say, if you take
a look at this budget, and we'll point sone of
this out afterwards, this is a fat budget. You
know, with all this tal k about belt tightening,
my God, we're denying services to the hone
bound. W' re naki ng people who want to attend
SUNY or CUNY pay a thousand dollars nore in
tuition. Qur hospitals are going to close. CQur
schools are going to have class sizes that are

goi ng to burgeon.
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There is going to be so nuch pain
in this state, and we're told, "Well, we have a
fiscal crisis." Wen it cones to the

| egi sl ative budget, there is no crisis at all

It's wine and roses as always -- in fact,
chanpagne and caviar. | take a look and | see
the Senate appropriations in this bill are

actual Iy increasing.

Last year, our appropriation was
$66,679,000. This year it's $68 nillion, an
i ncrease, an increase of 2.3 percent. It's just
not justified, and it's not justified because,
if you take a look at the bill, it doesn't tel
you how t he noney i s being spent.

And then there is a final kicker
inthis bill and that is that the Majority
Leader has the opportunity or is given the power
to change allocations in this bill however he
wants to. So what starts out as a hoax ends up
as a fraud. The sanme power is given to the
Speaker. W're critical of this bill, both as
it pertains to the Senate and as it pertains to

the Assenbly because we say this does not serve
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the public, and it really disgraces this house.
I"mglad to hear Senator Bruno
make a conmitnent that next year it's going to

be different. W think we can do it this year,

and we' Il show you in a few m nutes how t hat
coul d be done, but this is not a bill that any
of us can take any pride in. |In fact, | think

it's an enbarrassnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President, we started this
year with the Majority Leader announcing a sem
crisis with the way the Senate fisc' had been
handl ed in the past. The fact is that the
Senate, as announced by the Majority Leader, has
been overspending its budget by $7 mllion.
That's how he announced it. The real fact is
that, |ast year, the Senate Majority that
controls this house overspent by nearly $7-1/2
mllion over and above the budgeted anount.

Wiy do | say that? Because the
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Senate M nority |ast year returned $430, 000 or
$440,000 to the Senate in allocations that
weren't spent by the Mnority. D d they give
them back to the taxpayer? No. They spent them
on thensel ves. They covered their own gap.
That's what they did with it.

Now, Senator Bruno had to address
this problem and | understand that. He said to
the Mnority, he said to the press, we have to
cut Senate expenditures. The budget, the
| egi sl ati ve budget submitted in Decenber for the
Senate was flat, and you will hear 68 mllion
and 71 mllion, it depends on how you count
finance, but it was flat. The budgeted anobunt
was the sane anount as the year before. The
expenditures were $7-1/2 mllion over, from
reappropri ations.

And Senator Bruno said, there are
no reappropriations available to the Senate.
They were all spent. They were spent in the
preceding three or four years in this orgy of
pat ronage and mail cost spending by the

Majority, running at the rate of over 10 percent
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of the Senate budget, 7- to $8 million a year in
extra spendi ng unaccounted for, not budgeted or
appropri ated, but reappropri ated.

So what do | learn today? Oh,
what was the solution? The Mnority has to
cut. The Mnority that under Senator Chrenstein
t hought that our share, our paltry share despite
our 40-sone percent of nunbers in this house,
our share of Senate resources we believed -- or
at least we |l earned, as Senator Chrenstein had
negotiated it, was one dollar in every seven.
What did we learn? No, it wasn't. It was one
in every eight, because they were spending an
extra $8 mllion. But we had to cut.

And Senator Bruno said we're over
$7 mllion. W have to cut, and you will hear
different figures fromthem They cut a mllion
dol | ars, roughly, out of the Mnority alloca
tions for Mnority staff, and these nenbers al
took a cut, a real cut, as did the Mnority
Leader; and if you have been tracking it, we
have been | aying people off fromthe Mnority

staff every few weeks for the |ast two nonths,
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not because they weren't doing a good job but

because we had to tighten our belt.

And we believed, well, we were
taking a mllion dollar cut, they were cutting
six mllion in their spending, to account for

that 7 to 7-1/2 mllion. And you'll hear
Senator Bruno say, "No, it wasn't a mllion
dollar cut; it was $800, 000," because we got

sone sort of credit for the 400,000 we didn't

spend, so we got half of that back. It's a
mllion dollars. This conference gets $1.1
million less than it got allocated to it |ast

year and, in good faith, we believed the
Majority was tightening their belts.

But what we find is their habit
of bellying up to the pork trough and the
pat ronage trough has not dissipated one whit.

We find out that what the press was told, "There

are no nore Senate reappropriations,” wasn't
true. This budget has a $4 mllion
reappropriation in it. There was $4 mllion

dol | ars.

What do they propose to do with
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it? Reappropriate it again and spend it any way
they darn well please. Plus, we find, do we
have a flat Senate budget? Do these headlines
that say, "Bruno to cut Senate Budget" -- or
"Senat e Spending," are they true?

W now have a m | lion-and-a-half
dol l ar increase in the Senate budget. Oh,
what's the answer? Well, we're taking the
comm ssions. The Majority wanted to abolish the
commi ssion staffs, and | assure you not one
staff menber on those conm ssions has ever in
the | ast seven or eight years cone fromthe
Senate Mnority. Those commi ssions on the
Senate side were a strict Majority patronage
plum and Senator Bruno said, "W'Il do away
with them™"™ And | don't know what his dealings
were with the other house but his way of doing
away with those staffs is to take the noney, the
m | lion-and-a-half dollars, and shift it to the
Senat e budget to keep their |oyal patronage
enpl oyees enpl oyed. Doing what? |[If the
commi ssions aren't going to function, doing

what? This is no cutback.
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Do | feel a sense of betrayal ?
Yes. Lo and behold, what does this all nean?
WIl the Senate spend less? Yes. It will spend
$3 million less than it did | ast year.
Remenber, it was over 7-1/2 mllion. Three
mllion |less, which neans the Mnority that
underspent by nearly a half mllion | ast year
gave it back, hoping it would go to the
t axpayers, now finds out that, Ch, when we cut
back the Senate -- when we cut back the Senate,
a third of the cutback goes to the people who
under spent, and the people who overspent by $8
mllion get to keep the difference.

This isn't a cutback. You want
to cut out the conm ssion staff, give the noney
back to the taxpayers, a mllion-and-a-half
dol lars, no nore conm ssion staff. Good idea,
Senat or Bruno. Do what you said in January.
Gve it back to the taxpayers.

Thi s budget is a disgrace.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, M.
President. You know, our Majority this year
perhaps corrected its path by electing a new
Majority Leader, and we're noving forward
constructively with nmany changes and reforns
t hat Senator Bruno has recommended. |If we're
going to deal in the past and the waste of
t axpayers' noney, we can go back to when
mllions of dollars were spent by the Mnority
on canpai gn workers on the purchasing of tokens,
on the putting of private investigators on the
payroll to investigate nmenbers of this
Majority. |If we want to tal k about wasting
noney, Senator Connors, let's |look to the past
as to what your Conference did back in '85 and
' 86.

SENATOR CONNOR: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR:  The point is
whet her Senat or Bruno is keeping the word he
gave to nme and this Conference and the press in

January. It's not about past history. 1In
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January, we heard, "W're cutting the Senate

budget."” In January, we heard, "W're al
sharing equally in the cuts.” |In January, we
heard, "The conmi ssion staffs will be abolished
and we' || save the taxpayers noney." Well, it's

not happeni ng.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or Connors,
| do believe you were tal ki ng about, |ast year,
the spending of the Majority and other comments
about the past.

We're tal king about this year's
budget, and we are tal king about the reforns
t hat Senator Bruno has proposed that will be in

-- in -- starting in January of '96 will be
fully disclosed. So let's nove forward
positively with Senator Bruno so that we can
gi ve the peopl e the change that they want.

SENATOR CONNOR: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR:  Let's discl ose
them now. Every nenber of this Mnority now

knows as of this January for the first time not
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only how much they get in staff, but how nuch
this person in the seat next to themgets in

staff, and if anybody |iked disclosure, we wll

be happy to do that. Disclose now If you can
propose a budget to spend $71 mllion and
reappropriate another $4 mllion, if you can do

that today, don't tell me you can't tell how you
are going to spend it. Disclose it today.
Disclose it Monday. Disclose it now

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
get very concerned sonetines with the health of
some of the nenbers in this chanber when they
get overly excited, and I know sone things
excite us nore than others, especially when it's
time to chastise the Majority. The Mnority
Leader is very articulate, and he is very
ent husiastic, and | can understand all of that,
but | think that we al so have to understand that
there are legitimte differences of opinion, and
I will just review for the house what we tal ked

about and where we are today, M. President.
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Just for the record, the Senate
budget | ast year was 71.3 mllion -- |ast year.
That is the budget that is proposed this year,
71.3, flat. You will see an increase of about a
mllion and a half this year because of our
elimnating, as | had proposed to do, eight
commi ssions, which we're noving forward with as
we have discussed. There are people diligently
wor ki ng on behal f of the public in those
comm ssions. That mllion and a half is a
transfer to the Senate budget so that those

peopl e can continue to do their work, but they

will do it, Senator Connors, in the standing
committee that they will be transferred to.
That's why you will see that increase.

But the Senate budget is flat.
If you |l ook at what we spent in those
commi ssions | ast year and what we're spending
this year, flat, no increase. So those are only
nunbers.

As relates to the reapprop, what
| said was this house was spending on a cash

flowrate of $78 mllion. Qur budget is 71.
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W're told -- you do the calculations -- we'd
run out of noney in about 10 nonths. Run out of
noney. And that's what |ed to our negotiation,
and we agreed with that information that we
woul d conclude as we did. So that's the
arrangenent we made, and you have seen fit to

al l ocate your funds as you, the |eader,

determ ned, and we have done that in our house.

So we have 4 mllion in reapprop
in this budget. |If we don't cut our spending as
we have been noving to cut, we will run out of
noney still with the reapprop. It disappears.
The Assenbly has 30 mllion in reapprop. W
don't have that | uxury.

Now, | know we have been spendi ng
in this house nore than we shoul d have been
spendi ng, and that's why we have had to cut and
contain. And, Senator, |I'mvery synpathetic to
any of the people that you have had to sever.
I"'meven nore synpathetic to the 80 to 100
people on this side of the aisle that we've had
to sever effective today, and | feel very badly

about that. That's all part of reducing our
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budget by 7 million. So we're being prudent.
We're being diligent. W' re doing the people's
work, and | feel badly that you feel so very
strongly that you were treated unfairly.

But | think, M. President, the
record will show that we were very equitable in
the distribution of the funds available in this
house so that each of us could do our respective
wor k on behal f of our respective
constituenci es.

And, M. President, to ny
know edge, there is a | eaders' neeting at 2:30
and that has changed about three tines so far
today. So if that's the case, we're going to go
neet, and |I'mgoing to ask Senator Skelos to
continue with the discussions in this house.

And, Senator, are you going to
make the | eaders' neeting?

SENATOR CONNOR:  Yes, after |
speak for about a mnute, Senator.

SENATOR BRUNO  All right. But,
M. President, the work is going to go on in

this house, so that we can concl ude passing this
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bal anced budget by tonight.

And | thank you.

SENATOR CONNOR: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR:  Briefly, |1
synpat hize with the Majority that's had to | ay
off its loyal enployees. | have some hunbl e
suggestions. | have a w ndow envel ope here with
conmput er-generated mail. No Mnority nenber
gets to do this conputer-generated mail in a
wi ndow envel ope. The Senate spends over a
mllion dollars just on that part of the

Majority's mail program There is a system

called OMS, a couple mllion dollar system
Only the Majority gets to use it. It's targeted
mai | .

So when they say, "Well, we have
mai | allocations; Mnority nenbers get so nuch;
Majority nenbers get a little bit nore," yes,
but they can send theirs to bl ue-eyed bl onds who
are exactly 32 years old and who live in the

town of Whatever, personally addressed in an
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envel ope. They don't have to send it to every
regi stered voter in the town to get that one
person. They can target. They can target the
mai | .

The fact is, we were told, the
press was told, there are no Senate
reappropriations, and there was $4 mllion
there, and to say the Assenbly shoul d give up
their $32 million that they have in the bank
because they didn't spend it, should give that
up, because the Senate Majority in the Senate
spent its tens of mllions in reappropriations
on mail prograns, on very, very large staffs, is
just like saying the Senate Mnority shoul d cut
its budget because it tried to save the
t axpayers' noney while the Senate -- to make up
for the fact that the Senate Majority spent
seven or eight mllion dollars extra every
year.

| have spoken to the Speaker
briefly about the reappropriation situation
there. He tells ne there are capital prograns

with contracts to abate asbestos on their side
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of the house, and so on, the kind of things that
you woul dn't ordinarily put in a regular

budget. That's about the only thing they have
al | ocat ed agai nst that.

But the fact is, they have the
noney in the Assenbly because they didn't spend
it, and it still belongs to the taxpayers, and
they don't have the noney in the Majority
because they spent it; and to stand up and say,
"We'll give up our 4 mllion that's left if
they' Il give up their $32 mllion that's left,"
fails to account for where's the 25 to 30
mllion they already spent.

SENATOR STAFFORD: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or St afford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Very, very

briefly. As one of nany who worked with Senator

Bruno on this, | can't let it go by wthout
saying just a word. If that letter went to who
it was supposed to go to, I would like to see

who it was, however.

Now, anybody on either side of
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the ai sl e knows that when Senator Bruno took
over, we had to change, we had to reduce our
staffs, we had to |l et people go. 1'mnot going
to talk in nunbers. I'mjust going to say it
was a conpl ete change, because we again had to
start living within our nmeans. Every single
menber will tell you they had to neet with
various individuals and nmake some very, very

t ough deci si ons.

This is all being done so nuch
differently than it was, and | have seen it done
over the -- | have seen it the way it's been
over the years; and to have anyone stand up
t oday, anyone, and start saying that our | eader
shoul d be criticized or this budget should be
criticized, | assure you it's off base.

Ganted it's been difficult for
many of us, but | think we have to tell the
story the way it is. It's flat, as has been
nmentioned, and it has been nade that way by sone
very, very tough decisions made by the | eader
and with the cooperation of those on this side

of the aisle.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3487

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, it's my understanding that you woul d
l'i ke the | ast section read.

SENATOR SKELOS: Can we have the
| ast section read on Cal endar Nunber 350 and 351
for the purpose of Senator Goodman voti ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the last section to Cal endar Number
350.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Goodman, how do you vote?

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Goodman is in the affirmative on Cal endar Nunber
350. The roll call is wthdrawn. The bill is
| ai d aside tenporarily.

The Secretary will read the | ast
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section of Cal endar Nunber 351.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Goodman, how do you vote on Cal endar Numnber
3517

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
Senat or Goodman in the affirmative on Cal endar
Nunber 351. The roll call is w thdrawn.

Return to Cal endar Number 350.
Conti nui ng debate on Cal endar Nunber 350, the
Chair recogni zes Senator Dol linger, but, Senator
Gol d, why do you rise?

SENATOR GOLD: | was going to ask
Senat or Skel os one question of clarification,
but if Senator Dollinger -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: We have a
list going, Senator Gold, and there are three

i ndi vi dual s who have indicated at this point
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that they would like to speak on the bill.

SENATOR GOLD: Can | nake a
suggestion? You stay with your |ist.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Thank
you, Senator Gol d.

Senator Dol linger on the bill.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.

President. | will address an issue related to
t he amendnents, but | couldn't |et Senator
Skel os' comrent go by wi thout responding.

To be blunt, 1'm one of those who
al so agrees with Senator Skel os' comment that
we're in a new era, and | agree with Senator
Stafford for probably the first tine all year.
| think the election of Senator Bruno was a step
in the right direction down that road.

Senator Bruno is tal king about
things that Senator Marino never tal ked about,

and | have congratul ated nenbers of the Majority

for making that decision. | thought it was a
good decision. | thought it started us down the
road to doing sone things differently. | think

the problem and the anger that you heard in
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Senat or Connor's voice, the skepticismthat you
heard from Senator Leichter, was that although
the road has been paved with the | anguage of
good intentions, fromour side of the aisle we
| ook at this budget and see that the road
actually hasn't -- that we aren't follow ng the
road that was | aid down earlier, because we | ook
and we see a couple of things. One, we see
reappropriations where they were told there
woul d be none. W |ook at the fact that we had
to lay off staff, we're taking cuts.

The nost interesting thing about
it, I"ve heard the discussion about we nust |ive
within our means. Well, we on this side of the
aisle nmust live within your nmeans that you set
for us. W don't have an equal distribution of
funds in the house. W don't have an equa
menber allocation of funds in the house.

We run the house, basically, with
the Majority at the control, the Majority taking
the lion's share if not all of the funds and the
avai lability of staff and assets, the OMS

system whi ch Senat or Connor tal ked about, which
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| think is frankly used for largely politica
purposes. | would love to have it. | would
| ove to have a list of all the people in ny
district and the day they turned 18 years ol d,
so | could send thema little note that says,
"You're turning 18 today. Here's your little
thing. Make sure you register to vote, and, oh,
by the way, |I'ma Denocratic Senator, you're a
Republ i can Senator, and wouldn't it be wonderf ul
if you all got in on the party."

| think that's a wonderful asset
to have. |1'd love to have access to it. |
think it m ght have made, who knows, ny
re-election a little bit easier as naybe it's
made sonebody else's re-election a little bit
easier. It's the taxpayers' noney, however, and
it seens to nme that you have to have a fair
di stribution of the resources.

| applaud the nove to an item zed
budget. | know Senator Leichter wants to
di scuss that issue in his anmendnent, and I
believe that an item zed budget is the way to

go, because then we will be able to | ook at al
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t hose expenses.

| appl aud Senator Connor's
di scussi on about discl osure of nenbers and their
staffs.

SENATOR VELELLA: Senator yield
to a question?

SENATOR DOLLINGER  I'Il be gl ad
to when |I'mdone, M. President.

SENATOR VELELLA: | was uncl ear
about sonething you were saying. | wanted to -

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  We can cone
back to it, but | believe we're on the road,
per haps, to maki ng that happen but what we're
seeing in this budget is a little detour, a
little detour back to the old practices, a
little detour back to the old way of doing
things. So we see the road paved with good
words and good intentions, but this budget takes
alittle detour around that road, and those of
us who sit here on this side are perhaps a bit
skeptical that having taken this little detour
we'll ever get back to the road that Senator

Bruno originally tal ked about.
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So I will discuss ny anmendnment a
little bit later, but | couldn't but stop and
coment on Senator Skelos' comment. The
el ection of Senator Bruno rmay be a step in the
right direction. This budget fromthis side of
the aisle seens to be a step back in the wong.

I"l'l now yield to Senator
Vel el I a' s questi on.

SENATOR VELELLA: I'ma little
confused as to what you were saying and naybe
you can help clear it up for nme. As |
under st ood what you were sayi ng, you were not
objecting to the expenditures that have been
made by the nmenbers of this house. You were
just objecting to the way they were apporti oned
between the Majority and the Mnority, but that
the total program was acceptabl e because you
would |ike to be able to mail to that 18-year
old and to Senator Connor's blond bl ue-eyed
person that he was mailing to. You said you
would |ike to be able to do that. You object to
the distribution. |Is that correct?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: M.
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President, if | could clarify. Wat bothers
me -

SENATOR VELELLA: A 32-year-old
bl ond.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  What bot hers
nme, Senator Velella, is that you can pinpoint
the 32-ol d-bl ond, blue-eyed wonman who turns that
age through your system and you can send her a
little note. Just put her in one of those
little glass envel opes that says, "Hello! By
the way, I"'msending you a little note because
you turned 32 today."

W on this side of the aisle, who
can't identify those people, can't send that
mail out. It's the unequal distribution of
resources. |If we sone day get to an item zed
budget, and we can then | ook at those broader
i ssues, we'll be able to engage in a policy
di scussi on about whet her either side ought to
have access to that or whether that's just using
the taxpayers' noney to fund a canpai gn
oper at i on.

SENATOR VELELLA: WII the
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Senator yield for one | ast question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger, do you yield to one | ast question?

SENATOR DOLLINGER | will, M.
President, one |ast question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger vyi el ds.

SENATOR VELELLA: Wbul d you
explain to me, if you know -- and many of us
have had the luxury or | guess the probl em of
serving in the Assenbly for many years. |
nyself was there ten years in the Mnority and
many of the others who are here. Wat is the
difference in the policy between the two
houses? Are the Assenbly nenbers given that
same opportunity to mail and to have the sane
privileges, and do you think that Speaker Silver
is unfair in the way he distributes the assets
of the Assenbly, and would you like to see
changes in the Assenbly so that they can better
provide the Mnority nmenbers in the Assenbly
with nore of those, or would you work with

Assenbl yman Silver and Speaker Silver to do it?
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SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President. My position, | guess, has been
contrary to those perhaps of other nmenbers of ny
party. M position has been the rules of the
house ought to be the sanme for all nenbers,
whet her the rules of this house or the rules of
that house. W all ought to be on the sane
playing field. W all ought to have access
to -

SENATOR VELELLA: When
Assenbl yman Silver does it, naybe we'll do it.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  There, again,
M. President, we get back to that issue of who
is going to take that first step. And,
obvi ously, the lords of this house have deci ded
we're not going to take any steps, because what
we're tal king about, quite frankly, is the
preservation of the political majority in this
house, as they may be tal king about in the other
house.

But the bottomline is we're
usi ng the taxpayers' noney. W ought to account

for it. W talk about an item zed budget. W
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start down the road of an item zed budget. What
we see in this budget is a little retreat back
to the old bad ways that we all acknow edged

per haps under the prior Majority Leader.

My advice would be let's start
down the road. Let's nmake this budget conform
to part of the right road rather than a step
backwar ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nozzol i 0 wai ves.

Senat or Paterson, ny
understanding is you want to offer up sone
amendnents or through you?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, we have
sone amendnents, M. President.

First, | would just like to
second what Senator Dollinger is saying. Wat
we're tal king about is, in the end, who is going
to take | eadership? Wwo is going to take
responsi bility, and who is going to reformthe
process?

I think Senator Velella probably

made a very good point. There were plenty of
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times that | got up on this side of the aisle
and railed about a Iot of issues, and then one
of ny coll eagues, a Republican, got up and said,
"Wl |, how about, how do they do it in the
Assenbl y?" Then at that point, | guess, |I'm
supposed to say sonething. But in the end, they
are right. W have two houses of governnent.
They are both | eadership dom nated. They both
appropriate finances in an i nadequate way when
one considers that the constituents of New York
State deserve what would really be nore equity.

My sol ution would be that you
take the percentage of the house and divide that
by the nenbers; so in other words, if the
majority party has 60 percent of the seats, then
they get 60 percent of the resources. That
woul d probably equalize it with one person and
one vote.

But what we have in this
particul ar process as of January 19 is we have
an attenpt by the Majority Leader to cone
forward with some reforns in the real mof the

press release; in other words, going to the
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public and saying, "W're going to take that
step forward. W are going to start making
those changes.” So | guess you can understand
how the M nority Leader, who was here just a few
m nutes ago, would get a little upset when he
starts to realize that the reforns that were
prom sed don't seemto be fulfilled.

And this is really what the
public is saying is wong with us, that we in
politics engage in absurd extrenes, make
prom ses we can't keep, raise hopes we can't
fulfill; and if we really want to get away from
that, if we want to offer sonme workabl e,
sensi bl e, achi evabl e solutions for taxpayers,
then we've got to start by cleaning up our own
house.

There isn't one mnute every day
that | don't | ook at how beautiful this chanber
is and adnmire just the aesthetic value of this
chanber in which we work, and yet, in the early
1970s, there was a |large appropriation that was
granted to actually restore it to the precious

artistic and cultural value that it has, but
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that was conpl eted nany years ago. That noney
has continued to flow into the Senate budget.
Where did that noney go? Were is it?

I"msure it was used just as
effectively as creating the visual greatness
that the chanber has. Were did the extra noney
go that has continued to cone in? It's easy to
say there is a flat spending; but when the
spending is frittering taxpayer dollars away in
a reckless fashion, | don't know that that is
somet hing that should be flat. That's nore like
a pl at eau.

What we really need is to go into
the valley, go down to sonmething that's
reasonabl e and apportion it in an equitable
fashi on.

M. President, | now would yield
to someone who has been tal king about this for a
nunber of years, Senator Leichter, who woul d
like to offer an anendnent involving the item
zation of the Senate budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair

recogni zes Senat or Leichter.
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SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

At this tinme | ask whether an
amendnment 80104-01-5 is at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, the anmendnent is at the desk.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you

At this tinme | would like to cal
up the amendnent. | waive its reading and ask
an opportunity for a brief explanation.

Senator Bruno said earlier -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
readi ng of the anendnent is waived and the
opportunity to explain it is offered to you at
this tinme, Senator Leichter

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator Bruno
asked for our suggestions on an item zed budget,
and |'m happy to put forward that suggestion in
the formof an amendnent which nmandates and
binds this Senate and this Legislature to cone
up with an item zed budget, not an item zed -
not sonmething that's near an item zed budget,

that's al nost as good as an item zed budget.
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This will be an item zed budget, and | et ne say
that one thing that |I'm concerned about in
Senator Bruno's statenment, "wait until next
year", and we in New York -- we know that
phrase, "wait until next year", and it doesn't
al wvays nean what it says.

Let ne make it very clear. |
certainly don't question Senator Bruno's good
faith, but we know the vagaries of politics and
some of the things that happen, and | don't want
to be in a position like the King in Alice in
Wonderl and. He was told that he could have jam
t onorrow but never today.

| would Iike to have an item zed
budget today, and we will later on produce an
item zed budget and give you a chance to vote on
one and actually decrease expenditures, but what
this anendnent does, it just says -- or it sets
forth the format for an item zed budget, where
you' ve got to put down staff levels. You have
to say how nuch they get paid, we detail such
t hi ngs anong non- personnel itens, subscriptions

and periodicals, nmenber travel, staff travel.
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For each conmittee you have to state counse
staff, bill clerks, everything. It's all there,
and it's not just a matter we're going to nmake
it public, but it is in legislation. It sets -
it sets the structure of how the Legislature
will spend its noney.

M. President, | would like to
see everybody join in the commtnent to an
item zed budget by supporting this anmendnent.

| nmove the anmendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
gquestion is on the anendnent. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed
nay.

(Response of "Nay".)

The Secretary will call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
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the party line votes and announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 21, nays 36,
party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent fails.

Senat or Paterson, was Senator
Jones next to be recogni zed?

Senat or Jones for the purposes of
an amendnent .

SENATOR JONES: Yes. | believe |
have an anendnent at the desk and | woul d waive
its reading and ask for a noment to explain.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
an amendnment at the desk. The reading of it is
wai ved. The opportunity to explained it is
offered to you at this tine.

Senat or Jones.

SENATOR JONES: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Actually, 1'mkind of enbarrassed
getting up this year in offering an amendnment to
fix our accounting because | feel so confortable

that reformis on the way, and |"msure it's
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somet hi ng that you' ve probably al ready thought
of , but soneone told ne once, if you don't get
it inwiting, you can't really depend on that
it's going to happen. So | decided | would
bring it up anyway, because it's really
basically just plain good accounting that
certainly all of us nmust want to do.

| admit it was sonewhat of a
surprise to ne when | first cane here and | ooked
at what we presented as a |egislative budget and
then take a | ook at the congressional one and
see these pages of accounting that accounts for
32 cent stanps and everything and then our
neasly little two pages.

Well, | have another suggestion
today. Wat |'masking for in ny anendnent is
quarterly accounting, and not just from us.
bel i eve the Governor should be held to the sane
standards as well as all of the state agenci es.

And ny reason for that is besides
the fact that it's certainly good accounting
practice, but ny reason is | believe everyone

needs some gui deposts along the way, just to
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make sure that you are follow ng the budget and
you are doing the right thing and on track.

I know it seens |ike we've
accidentally, sonetinmes in election years,
particul arly, spent too nmuch noney and all of a
sudden at the end of the year, the expenditures
were nore than we thought they were going to be
in the beginning of the year. So | guess |I'm
hoping if we ook at it every quarter and check
our sel ves agai nst what we budgeted, in the end
we'll cone out with the right amount and won't
be standing here as we are today or |ast year
worryi ng about the extra noney that we seemto
have gotten spent. W'IlI|l be able to catch
ourselves in time and do the right thing.

So what ny anendnent is saying is
asking for a quarterly accounting report from us
as well as fromthe Governor and as well as from
t he agenci es, because | know Senator Bruno
nmenti oned before that some of them you know, do
t he sane, sounded like slipshod accounting that
we seemto be stuck on. So | certainly want all

of us to do the right thing and, therefore, ny
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anmendnent woul d ask that we have a quarterly
accounti ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or,
Nozzol i o, why do you rise?

SENATOR NOZZOLI G Wbul d Senat or
Jones yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Jones, will you yield to Senator Nozzolio?

SENATOR JONES: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Senat or, how
much will this additional anmendnent add to the
costs in the Legislature? How much is the cost
entailed for this additional reporting?

SENATOR JONES: Senator, | would
assume that it's a very mnute cost because |I'm
assum ng that all of these expenditures nust
al ready be computerized, | would hope, since
|'"ve been told that at the end of the year we're
going to conme out with an item zed accounti ng.
So I'm assum ng those are al ready being kept and

are already on a conputer. So | would say the
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only amount it would entail was the printing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nozzolio, are you asking the Senator to yield
agai n?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Senat or,
assume that you don't know what the cost -- you
assume there is little cost but you don't know
what the cost will be.

SENATOR JONES: Well, Senator,
the Conptroller already has all of these
figures, and I'"msure there are internal reports
already with all these nunbers on. So | don't
think that cost is a factor at all in the issue.

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Thank you,
Senat or .

SENATOR GOLD: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gol d on the amendnent.

SENATOR GOLD: W I | Senator
Nozzolio yield to a question?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Nozzolio yields.
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SENATOR GOLD: Senator Nozzoli o,
is it your position that we shouldn't have a

quarterly accounting because it costs too nuch

noney?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Senator, | -
you' re assum ng somet hing, | suppose, by asking
that question. | sinply asked Senator Jones

what the cost of this was. She didn't seemto
have a cost. | think it would be inportant that
we know what the cost is before we would vote on
sonmething |ike that.

SENATOR GOLD: Wl the Senator
yield to one nore question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nozzolio, do you yield to another question? The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD: Senator, the cost
is $5,000. Do you think it's a good idea?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Senat or,
what's that based on?

SENATOR GOLD: It's based upon
the cost of the programto be put in the

conmputer that will spit out those nunbers so
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that you and everybody in your district will see
it penny by penny. So are you going to do it?
SENATOR NOZZCOLI O How i s that
cost -- Senator, | welcome your input. | would
i ke to question you on your detail. Were do

you get that figure fron? Wat's that based

on?
SENATOR GOLD: | spoke to -
SENATOR NOZZOLI O Do you have a
bill, an invoice that shows that cost?

SENATOR GOLD: Excuse ne, sir. |
spoke to sonmeone who does the progranm ng and
that's what the cost is. | didn't get the
i nvoi ce because Senator Bruno woul dn't give ne
the check to pay it. | figured it was a waste
of a piece of paper, but the cost is $5, 000,
Senator. Do you think we ought to spend that
noney?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Senator, | -

SENATOR GOLD: | want -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Gent |l eren, gentlenen, please.

SENATOR NOZZOLI O You may say
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it's the -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nozzolio, let's have a little control here. |
woul d |ike to maintain the normal decorum of
this chanber, and | would appreciate it if you
woul d direct all your questions of each other
t hrough the Chair.

Senat or Gol d, you have the
floor. Are you asking the Senator -

SENATOR GOLD: Thank you.

Wl Senator Nozzolio yield to a
guesti on?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nozzoli o, do you yield?

SENATOR NOZzOLI O If | recall,
M. President, | was responding to Senator
Gol d's | ast question.

SENATOR GOLD: Ch, then pl ease go
ahead. Then pl ease go ahead.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI O | would be
glad to yield to Senator Gold, but | would enjoy
the opportunity to answer his |ast question.

SENATOR GOLD: You're absolutely
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correct. Please go ahead, Senator.

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Thank you, M.
Presi dent.

Senator, you may have the
i nformati on upon you that says this is going to
cost $5,000. I'mnot sure that's correct. |'m
not sure it's incorrect. I'mnot sure it took
into consideration not only the review but al so
the publishing costs on a quarterly basis of
this information.

"' m not opposing an item zed
| egi sl ative budget. As a matter of fact, on the
contrary. | was the first Senator fromeither
party, either Majority Party in either house to
i ntroduce such legislation. So | support an
item zed | egi slative budget, but we have an
amendnent before us that asks to expand the
reporting requirenments for that item zed budget,
but there is no breakdown of costs relative to
what that additional reporting requirenment woul d
make, and | think that your blanket review of a
$5, 000 cost, sir, is certainly sonething I would

respect, but | also believe it bears further
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anal ysi s.

What conponents were naki ng up
t hat $5,000? What -- is it a publishing cost?
Is it nore than just a conmputer cost? Is it the
distribution cost? Is it the staff tinme? \Were
have you done the anal ysis? Senator Jones just
assumed, in her response, that it wouldn't cost
anything. | raised the question of cost. |
think that's certainly something within ny
responsibilities as a Senator to rai se.

SENATOR GOLD: Wl the Senator
yield to anot her question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nozzolio, do you yield to another question?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD: Senator, within
your responsibility as a Senator, I'mtelling
you, assumng that this cost is $5,000 to put a
programin that conputer that will print it out,
will you support this anmendnent?

SENATOR NOZZOLI G Is that -
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Senator, the conputer cost is $5,0007?

(Senator Gol d nods head.)

SENATOR NOZzZOLI G.  What about the
di stribution costs? What about the staff
costs? \What about the other secondary
additional costs with additional reporting,
Senat or ?

SENATOR GOLD: Wl the Senator
yi el d?

SENATOR NOZZOLI G | don't know
if that $5,000 price tag is sonething that -
certainly I don't see any evidence of that -- of
the cost being established. The sponsor of this
anmendnent said that she just assuned the cost
woul d be nothing. | don't know what the costs
are. It doesn't sound |like the sponsor of this
amendnment knows what the costs are, and | don't
t hi nk, Senator, you have denonstrated what the
costs are. So | can't answer that question
until | have evidence before ne.

SENATOR GOLD: Al right. WII
the Senator yield to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Gold -- does Senator Nozzolio yield to another
guestion?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GOLD: Senator, what
you're saying is you don't want to answer the
guestion. The fact is that you say that you
have been totally ineffective, and | think
you're not fair to yourself, sir. You' re not
fair to yourself. You're the first one that put
this thing in and after you put it in, you have
been able to do nothing with it. | don't
believe you' re that ineffective.

Senator, if I"'mtelling you that
it costs $5,000 to programthat conputer, to
have your dream cone true, the dreamthat you
wote to your newspapers about -- | saw that
letter -- for $5,000, will you support this
anmendnent? | don't nmean to you, | mean, if
that's what the cost is.

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Senat or,

woul d be glad to respond to your question.
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Senator, don't trivialize this
i ssue by sticking a price tag that you' ve got
out of the air and throw it on this amendnent.
You haven't presented any evi dence relative -
to this body, relative to the costs of this
amendnent. You're picking a price tag out of
the air and throwing it on this anmendnent
wi t hout providing us with any docunentati on.

You' re the one, Senator, that has
stood up before this floor many, many times and
asked us for individual item zation of costs.
That certainly is your right. That's your
responsibility. | think that if took a price
tag out of the air and threw it on this,
Senator, if it costs so much, would you support
it? That's not a valid question. Your
responsi bility, Senator, is to display to this
house what the cost of this amendnent is and
where you obtai ned those costs from

SENATOR GOLD: M. President, on
t he anendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Gol d, on the amendnent.
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SENATOR GOLD: W can go back and
forth, but it's obvious that, whenever there's a
guestion that's too enbarrassing for a
Republ i can to answer, you get no answer. | can
gi ve you the Senator Velella response. "Well,
when you guys give us the information and
item ze then we'll itemze." | won't do that.

Senator, it's very easy at your
age and ny age to say, "Wll, you know, these
conputers, they're just so conplicated and who
knows what ?" The fact is, Senator, that every
pi ece of information, as Senator Jones pointed
out, is in the conputers. |It's already there.
It doesn't cost one penny in staff to enter al
of that information. And sonebody's says to
this little old conmputer, "Blip! Blip! Blip!
Blip! Blip!™ You print it out, and then a
staff nenber who nmakes, you pick it, $20 an

hour, goes over and goes, "Boom Let ne see.
That's one second, $20 an hour, it's about |ess
than a penny. And this machine which we already
have prints out this docunment, and there it is,

by gosh, and they can call it the Nozzolio
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Program It would be terrific. You would go
down in history, and every quarter we'll know
what the Legislature spent. Either you want to
do it or you don't want to do it.

Now | et nme tell you sonething.
remenber a long, long tinme ago when a nenber of
your party was considering enbarrassing me in a
political situation, and about 20-sone-odd years
ago when $60 m | lion nmeant sonething -- today
it's lunch noney, we know that in this house -

t hey woul d have spent $60 million just to buy a
piece of land to create a political situation.
When you people want to create a politica
situation, you can always find the noney.

Senator Bruno said that we have a
| egi sl ative budget that's flat, and if you take
the four mllion reappropriation, even then
we're going to run out of noney in ten nonths.
So if you think about that he's telling you he
intends to spend the reappropriation because,
even with that, we're going to run out of noney,
or | wanted to ask himthis before he left, if

he didn't nmean that and we do run out of noney
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wi t hout the reapprop’ in ten nonths -- everybody
knows we're not closing down so you're going to
use the reappropriation.

Now, as far as the Speaker is
concerned, | didn't speak to him but ny | eader
said that sone of that noney is for asbestos
wor k and things along those |ines, which is
fine, but as far as |I'mconcerned, | would I|ike
to see an item zation fromthe Speaker. He
doesn't get off the hook. Let the Speaker give
an item zation and I'Il give himthe noney for
asbest os and whatever, and whatever is left,
throw it back.

Now, | know that in the -
there's a ot of sports in Al bany, there's golf,
there's bowing and there's the "pick on
Dol I'i nger" sport. So when Senator Dol linger
yest erday was aski ng questions, sonebody over
there junped up and | forget who it was, Senator
Tul 'y, but sonebody junped up and said, "Were
are you geting the noney? Were are you getting
t he noney?" And we were tal king about $27

mllion that you pronmi sed | ocalities and which
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we shoul d gi ve t hem back

Well, Senator Tully, I knowI'ma

day late, but I"'mallowed to be a day |ate.
"Il tell you why. Wien it canme to the Syracuse
stadium it's there but it's a day late, and a
| ot of things are happening in the budget that
are a day late, so I'"'mgoing to be a day |ate.

If you use the reappropriations
of $34 mllion, you' ve got 27 mllion to give
back to localities who spent the noney because
you said they should do it, and that doesn't

i nvol ve Senator Bruno's extra spendi ng of $335

mllion and his other jostling around of 164
mllion, which neans you fell ows are spending -
spending $499 mllion. You can give that other

noney back without even doing any of that, just
use the reappropriation.

Now, Senator Connor, | think, was
kind today in sone of his remarks, particularly
when he said the Assenbly didn't spend its
reappropriation, so it's sitting there for the
people. | think that's too kind. | think

that's nonsense. | say you give that noney back
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in the budget. How in heck do you cut prograns
and hold $34 mllion just off on the side?
That's noney that you don't have to tax for or
it's noney you don't have to have fees for.
That's noney that's sitting there. No extra
taxes to spend that $34 mllion. So whatever it
is that you finally wind up doi ng, understand
that there's 34 mllion nore that you coul d dea
Wit h.

And while I'mat it, you know, |
wi sh that we coul d nake financial argunments to
the public, but I know when you tal k about
nunbers, people get very edgy and nervous. So
we decided to nmake it a little sinpler. You
know, you're talking about cutting taxes and
doi ng sone things. So you take sonebody in one
of your districts with $30,000 in incone, the
tax cut is $65, but they're going to lose 215 in
TAP, and for everybody in the state that you're
gi ving noney back to who has kids in school or
parents, they're getting chopped to heck on this
budget .

Havi ng said that in general, back
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to Senator Jones. | will admt, and everybody
on this side of the aisle, by the way, has
admtted that, when we saw the first statements
by Senator Bruno, we started to get excited
because we said, "Look. You have a new broom
and he's not bound to sonme of the politica

phi |l osophies. W will have an open Legislature
and an open budget", and he prom sed. He

prom sed.

The bottomline is that a | ot of
your promi ses in the past have worked
politically because the public has never held
you to them because the press doesn't just print
out there that these prom ses turn out to be
lies, and they are our only link with your
constituents. So when it comes to playing the
game, | give you an A-plus, because you know you
can tell untruths, not perform not go forward
and, as long as the public doesn't find out
about it, you did great.

But this is a commtnent you
shoul d keep. The only thing required to keep

this commtnent is to have sonebody just tell
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the conputer to print. That's all you' ve got to
do, because all this information is in the
conmputer. The cost is mninal, and you want to
start tal king about, "Well, you didn't figure
the printing costs and the binding costs, and
the distribution cost."

Charge. You don't want to charge
for these being available, put one in the
library. Let anybody who wants -- we have -- we
have | obbyi ng groups that subscribe to services
where they get |egislative information. Now,
you can get bills. You can get docunents, but
peopl e pay noney to be part of a service. Put
the information out there and you'll be amazed
at how i ngenuous people will be in finding out
how to get that information, but at |east put it
out there.

The worst thing they should say
about the Senate is that we provided the
i nformati on but there weren't enough copi es.

You make copyi ng nunber one, and | guarantee
you, there will be a way to find the rest of the

copi es.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Jones on the anendnent.

SENATOR JONES: Yes -- no, M.
President. | would like to ask a question. |'m
not sure who | should direct it to, perhaps
Senat or Skel os.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Jones, on what issue?

SENATOR JONES: On this
amendnment, an issue that Senator Nozzolio
brought up. | guess | need a clarification on
the question of the records. | did make an
assunption, and I would like to ask a question
whet her or not ny assunption was erroneous.

Yes, | would |ike Senator -- |
assunme Senator Skel os could answer for ne.
Whul d you yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, do you yield to a question to Senator
Jones?

SENATOR JONES: Perhaps you coul d
consult M. Sloan sitting next to you. | guess

nmy | evel of concern has been raised a little bit
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here listening to Senator Nozzolio's questions.
You' re absolutely correct, | did make the
assunption you are accounting for everything as
you go. Could I have a yes or no, is that
correct, if today March 31lst, soneone wanted to
know what we had spent, you are keeping
records?

SENATOR SKELCS: They're in the
process of getting ready to do exactly that.

SENATOR JONES: Wul d the Senat or
yield to one nore question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Do you
yield to anot her question, Senator Skel 0s?

(Senat or Skel os nods head.)

SENATOR JONES: I n other words,
Senator -- could | clarify, you're saying there
are no records right now but we're going to have
sonme?

SENATOR SKELOS: W are in the
process of setting up an expenditure report
process.

SENATOR JONES: A process -- |

guess, could | -- will the Senator yield to one
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nore question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, do you yield to one nore question? The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR JONES: 1'm sorry,
Senator. Not being an accountant, maybe you
could just clarify. What exactly does that
nean? Do we know how nuch we've spent, we just
haven't figured out howto put it in the report
yet or does it nean we don't know so we're going
to figure it out later?

SENATOR SKELCS: Basically, what
will happen is what is spent will be reported.

SENATOR JONES: Ckay. Maybe |et
me -- it neans then, in other words -- could you
clarify? You're saying we know what we've
spent, we just don't have it in a report yet, is
that correct?

SENATOR SKELOS: W are in the
process -- as | said, we are in the process of
establ i shing an expenditure report process as
was nentioned in January by Senator Bruno.

SENATOR JONES: Ckay. Thank you,
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Senat or .

SENATOR WALDON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Wul d the good Senator from
Nassau County yield to a question or two from
me?

SENATOR SKELCS: Wi ch Senat or
from Nassau County?

SENATOR WALDON:  Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Where's Levy
when you need hi n?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wal don, the Senator yields.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

To ny col | eague, Senator Skel os,
Senator, | am a neophyte when it comes to
accounting procedures. In fact, nmy wife
bal ances our checkbook to make sure that, you

know, everything is taken care of.
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SENATOR SKELGOS: | bal ance mine.

SENATOR WALDON: My wi fe bal ances
your checkbook? (Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELOS: No. | said |
bal ance m ne.

SENATOR WALDON: Hey, you never
know. Being serious, the question that |I need
to put to you is fromthis day, March 31lst, and
back as far as the human eye and the human arm
can see -- the eye can see and the arm can reach

-- has this Senate of this great state
mai nt ai ned an accounting systemthat we could
research and | ook through and see where all of
t he expenditures have occurred, neani ng what we
bought, when we bought it, who authorized it, et
cetera, et cetera, et cetera and infinite?

SENATOR SKELOS: To the best of

nmy know edge, the state Conptroller's Ofice has

a record of all itenms that were paid by the
Senate and, | believe, you also get a report on
this.

SENATOR WALDON: M. President,

woul d the Senator -
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Skel os, do you continue to yield? The Senator

yi el ds.

SENATOR WALDON: | thank you, M.
Presi dent .

I"'mnot aware that we get such a
report. |If Steve -

SENATOR SKELCS: Talk to your ny
Mnority Leader.

SENATOR WALDON: | will do that.

SENATOR SKELCS: Talk to your
Comptroller

SENATOR WALDON: | will do that.
| assure you, as the sun rises in the east -
some people say it rises in the west, but | wll
do those things, and | appreciate that.

But the point that | need you to
address, if you would be so kind, is do we, the
Senate of the state of New York, have a
record- keepi ng process that, to date, indicates
what we, as a Senate body, has -- and have
spent, and is that sonewhere and can it be

reviewed? Is it subject to freedom of
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informati on? Can we find out what we've done
with the noney that we do whatever we do with?

SENATOR SKELOS:  From what |
understand, the official books are nmintai ned by
the Conptroller

SENATOR WALDON: Ckay. The
unof ficial books.

If I may, M. President, |ast
guestion. | don't want to nake this a charade.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os, do you continue to yield? The Senator
yi el ds.

SENATOR WALDON: Wth all
sincerity, Senator Skelos, I'mtrying to be as
serious as possible because this is a serious
concern. Does the Senate have a set of books or
are you saying that the Senate has no set of
books for all of the noney that's been spent
over the years or are you saying is the only set
of books the Conptroller's set of books or do we
have two sets of books?

SENATOR SKELOS: W are in the

process of putting together a report, an
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expenditure report, that will be available to
the public at large and including yourself as a
state Senator.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Wuld | be at liberty to speak on
this prior to sitting or do | have to wait for
the process to go -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: We're
real ly addressing the issue of the anmendnent,
ri ght now, Senator Waldon, and that's -

SENATOR WALDON:  And | can or
cannot speak on the anmendnent?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  You can
speak on the anendnent, if you would like to
speak on the anendnment, certainly.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wal don, on the anmendnent.

SENATOR WALDON: | will be
extrenely brief.

| have seen some dancing in this
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great place. | have seen sone two-steps, some
tangos, |'ve even seen a nerengue, but | am
fasci nated by the response of our dear bel oved
Senat or Dean Skel os who did not respond, in ny
opi ni on, appropriately to the question, did not
answer it, and so | |leave on the ether as | sit
down. | want to know where are the books that
i ndi cate what we have spent, and | ask the gods
of the accounting in heaven to enlighten us.

Thank you very much, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Thank
you, Senator Wl don.

Senator Dol linger, on the
amendnent .

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, may | ask a question perhaps of
Senator Skelos in consultation with M. Sloan?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger, the amendnent is being carried by
Senator Jones. W're getting -- deviating from
past practice, sort of asking the sponsor of a

bill or an amendnent the questions about the
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bill.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER Let ne ask
the question then of Senator Jones, if | mght.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Jones, do you yield to Senator Dollinger?

SENATOR JONES: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Senat or ,
we're told that there is present in the Senate a
Majority-only systemcalled the OM S system one
of the nobst sophisticated conmputer programs in
the world, because it can identify those
bl onde- hai red bl ue-eyed people that live in
Senator Velella's district.

My question is, do you think that
conpl i cated conputer systemthat the taxpayers
have paid for can be worked over so that we
could send to that bl onde-haired, blue-eyed
woman, an item zed accounting where we spend the
t axpayers noney; is that possible, Senator, do
you know?

SENATOR JONES: Well, | only

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3534

answer, Senator, on the basis of hearsay since |
have no know edge of or experience with this
system but -- which is the unfortunate part of
it, but fromwhat |I've heard, this system

obvi ously can do nost anything, so it would seem
to me this adoption of it would be perfectly in
or der.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.

President, | would just -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol I'i nger, on the anmendnent.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: -- on the
floor, if we can pick the bl onde-haired, blue
eyed needl e out of a haystack in Senator
Velella' s district with the OM S system and send
thema little letter that says "Happy Birthday"
but we don't have the conputer sophistication to
find out how we spent $70 million |ast year in
the taxpayers' funds, it's inconceivable to ne
that this house could be run that way. Mybe
it's true, but it seenms to nme inconceivable.

| continue to support this

anmendnent. | hope everyone will support it so
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that we can take this fancy conputer system and
let it informthe people about what they need to
know rat her than what the Senate Majority m ght
like themto know about their political success.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
gquestion is on the anendnent. All those in
favor signify by saying -

Senat or Abate, you want to
expl ai n your vote? No.

SENATOR ABATE: No. This is -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: On the
amendnent .

SENATOR ABATE: | have sone
addi ti onal questions on the anendnent.

Wul d Senator Skelos yield to a

guesti on?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Abat e.

SENATOR SKELCS: |'m not the
sponsor of the amendnment. |f you have questions

on the anmendnment, ask Senator Jones.
SENATOR ABATE: Well -- but |

think the questions that | have, the answers lie
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with the Senate Majority.

SENATOR SKELGS: There's an
anmendnent that's been proposed by Senator Jones,
not by a nenber of the Senate Majority. |If you
have questions on the anmendnent, direct themto
Senat or Jones.

SENATOR ABATE: But there have
been issues that have been raised that nmake the
amendnment that nuch nore critical, and for nme to

make a deci sion whether | want to support that

amendnment, | need answers fromthe Senate
Maj ority.

SENATOR SKELOS: | refuse to
yi el d.

SENATOR ABATE: You refuse to
yi el d?

SENATOR SKELCS:  Yep.

SENATOR ABATE: WI I any of the
Senators fromthe Senate Majority yield to ny
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Abate. Senator Abate, you have the floor and,

i f you have sone specific Senator that you want
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to ask to yield, that's fine. The practice in
this house has been that, when a person offers
an amendnent, in fact, that person yields to
ot her nmenbers of the Senate in response to
guestions they may have about an anendnent or
about a bill.

W're not in the practice and
have not been in the practice of individually
singling out nmenbers of the other party or of
the sane party for purposes of making a point.

This is not a political debate
and it's not intended to be a political debate
for political purposes. W're here to further
the cause of |egislation on behalf of the people
that we all represent.

Now, if you have a question of
Ms. Jones, if you would like to direct that to
her, I"msure she would be willing to entertain
t hat .

SENATOR ABATE: Well, let me just
tal k on the anmendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Abat e, on the anendnent.
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Senat or Paterson, why do you
rise?

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
I would just |like to have sone clarification
first.

Yesterday in the chanber | had an
amendnent that was on the floor, and during the
process of the debate on ny anendnent, | believe
it was Senator Sal and asked Senator Dol linger to
yi el d and he was not the sponsor of the anend
ment. So | just want to know what the process
is so that we'll be clear on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Well, the
rul es essentially tal k about the Senator
yielding in response to -- when he has the floor
to anot her individual, and we have not in the
past been in a position where we're going around
and sel ectively picking people and -- for
political purposes. The response and usually
t he questioning has resolved -- been directed at
resol ving questions to proposals that are on the
floor.

Now, if a nmenber w shes to
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voluntarily, certainly, offer up information
that will help to clarify an issue, that's up to
themto do when they're recogni zed by the Chair
and they have before for those purposes, and we
would like to try to keep to that tradition that
this house has practiced in the years past.

SENATOR PATERSON: Al l right, M.
President. That's quite satisfactory and very
cl ear.

I would just like to put on the
record that Senator Abate did make a request,
and when it was denied, she wasn't really being
sel ective, she was being general. She just
asked was there anybody who coul d answer her
guestion, because her question pertains to kind
of an unsol ved nystery, and | don't think anyone
can answer the question, Senator Abate, so we're
setting up a toll-free nunber. Anyone with
information | eading to the discovery of those
books that Senator Wl don is seeking should
pl ease di al 1-800-Leadershi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: | think

that's too many digits, Senator Paterson, to
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respond to AT&T.

Senat or Abate on the anmendnent.

SENATOR ABATE: Yes. VWhile we're
| aughing now, this issue, | believe, is not a
political issue, it's a financial issue. W
spent an enornous anount of tine about -
tal ki ng about fiscal responsibility, but no one
has received an answer.

If we were to ask the Senate
Mpaj ority today how nmuch noney we have spent, al
| hear is we have to go to the Conptroller's
O fice and | ook at his books to get that answer.

My under st andi ng of financia
planning -- and | think everyone woul d agree so
we don't overspend is that we have to constantly
have to have a snapshot of what our expenditures
are, conpare themto our revenues, so on the
11t h hour, a nmonth before the end of the year,
we have not spent all our noney.

Now, what's curious to ne that
Senat or Bruno, when he took over, said he was
outraged over the over-spending of |ast year,

and if that is true, that this would have becone
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a priority to ensure that there would be a
financial plan; we woul d have know edge about

how much noney is spent; it would be done on a

quarterly basis. To say that it will be done
nont hs from now and that we'll sonehow be abl e
to programit. It could be programmed within a

week, if we had the dedication and conmtnent to
do it.

This is an enbarrassnment to this
chanber. [It's not about politics. | disagree
with the President. W have to get our chanber
in order. W ask the schools to do better. W
ask the hospitals to do better. W ask
busi nesses to do better. W ask every locality
to be fiscally responsible. The buck stops
here. W can't use the excuse, "W don't have a
book, we don't have a program W don't need to
answer these questions because they're
political." The buck stops here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
gquestion is on the anendnent. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)
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SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line vote.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 21, nays
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendrment is failed.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Dol i nger, for the purposes of offering an

amendnent .

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  Yes, M.
President. | believe | have an amendnent at the
desk. 1'd ask that it be called up. | waive

the readi ng of the amendnent and ask to be given
an opportunity to explain it.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

amendnent is at the desk, Senator Dol linger.
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The reading of it will be waived, and you are
provided with the opportunity to explain the
amendnent .

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, | have to go back to something
Senator Velella said earlier about his
experience in the Assenbly, and | guess |I'm
al ways astounded. | don't understand the
psychol ogi cal scars that go with being in the
Republican Mnority in the other house, but I
can only gather that there -

SENATOR VELELLA: | have been
excused -- M. Speaker -- ny Assenbly days are
com ng back. M. President, | have no
psychol ogi cal scars that the Senator should be
reveal ing on the floor of the Senate. Pl ease,
Senat or, have sone dignity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Thank you
for your point of information, Senator Velella.

Senat or Dol linger on the
amendnent .

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.

President, I'll renove -- |'l|l describe it as
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t he presunmed psychol ogi cal scars then, because |
guess |I'mstruck by the -- and I go back to the
experience in ny own famly. | had a child -- |
had a son who was born in 1979 and then | had a
daught er who was born in 1981 and, you know, ny
little girl was -- of course, |ike nost
famlies, nmy little girl was picked on by her

ol der brother. Well, along comes our third
child who is also a little boy and I'll never
forget the day | brought him home. W brought
hi m home, and ny little daughter | ooked at ne
and said, "Gee, dad, | can't wait '"til he grows
up so | can beat himup." Apparently taking out
her frustrations of having been beat up by her
ol der brother upon her little brother.

Well, lo and behold, the nenbers
of the Assenbly now cone to the Senate and
apparently in sone deep-seated psychol ogi ca
sense of vengeance, the theory is that the
Senate Majority has to beat up the Senate
Mnority. W have to go into this rule that
says, "We're now going to take out sone

per cei ved wongs upon our brethren here." This
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is an opportunity to change that. This
anmendnent is an opportunity to change that.

Thi s anendnent woul d create equal
di stribution of resources to nenbers of this
body. It would recognize that we all have the
same interest in serving our constituents, that
we all have the same opportunity to serve our
constituents because, |o and behold, we
certainly wouldn't want to live in a state in
whi ch you got better constituent services if you
happened to be born in a district that was
represented by a Republican rather than a
district that was represented by a Denocrat, and
you would hate to find out early in your life
about the differences between that because you
m ght get a birth announcenent from a Republican
Senator, but if you lived in a Denocratic
district, you wouldn't get one of those birth
announcenents because you don't get access to
the conputer systemthat allows those birth
announcenents to be generat ed.

So what this amendnent does, M.

President, it would create in the fixing of
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conpensati on, the assignment of office space,
the facilities and the access to records, it
woul d create an equal distribution, an equitable
system of distribution so that we woul d know
that circunstances of the geographic place of
your birth wouldn't affect -- or the geographic
pl ace of your residence wouldn't affect the
qual ity of the constituent services that you
recei ved.

| know Senator Hannon -- | see
Senat or Hannon gesturing. He may be one of
t hose who al so has those presuned psychol ogi ca
scars. Wren't you in the Assenbly for a period
of tinme, Senator Hannon? Ch, | apologize. |'m
asking a question. | won't do that. |[I'Ill |eave
t hat perhaps to your comment.

"Il also give one other
cooment. |I'mwlling to accept a further
amendnent to this proposal, because this
proposal sinply says that it will apply to the
Senate. Karaoke m ke is open. Anybody who
wants to get up and propose an anmendnment to nake

this apply to the Legislature, not only the
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Senate but the Assenbly as well, so that
hopefully we can change sone of those perceived
psychol ogi cal scars that are now being inflicted

on nenbers of the Assenbly.

So this anendnent will create
equality. It will create equal distribution. |
shoul d point out, | think Senator Wl don,

nysel f, Senator Montgonery, frankly, there's a
serious side to this anendnent as well. It's
very sinple. | believe that Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act may apply to the actions of
this body as it distributes resources to those
of us who represent significant popul ati ons of
Afri can- Areri cans, Hispanics, Puerto Ricans and
non-whi te popul ations, and | believe that it my
be required by the Voting R ghts Act that these
resources be evenly distributed as part of the
command in the Voting Rights Act not to all ow
unfair representation in districts which have

| arge mnority popul ations. So perhaps as
hunorous a vein as this is offered in, | believe
it has a very significant and serious side.

This is the way Congress does
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it. The staffs are equal. The opportunities
are equal. It should be done here. W should
raise the level of this institution, get rid of
that little tinge of politics that -- while |
appreci ate the President's conments about
political speeches, sonetines political speeches
are necessary because there are other things
happeni ng that involve the politics of a

di stribution of power between a majority and
mnority. | would sinply say if -- this is
anot her step down the road, which I hope wll

| ead to the sane kind of prom se that Senator
Bruno Made in January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the anmendnent. All those favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 21, nays
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36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
woul d you pl ease recogni ze Senator Gali ber?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gal i ber.

SENATOR GALI BER  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| have an anendnent. |'m hoping
that it's at the desk and if there are no
procedural problenms with nme going forward with
t he anmendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gal i ber, we do have an anendnent at the desk.
Are you asking that the reading of it be waived
and that you be given an opportunity to explain
it?

SENATOR GALIBER: That's correct,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

reading i s waived and Senator Galiber is

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3550

recogni zed for the purposes of explaining the
amendnent .

Senat or Gali ber.

SENATOR GALIBER: M. President,
we have introduced this amendment in previous
years, and it has obviously not passed.

We introduce it this year in the
spirit of reformthat we've heard so very mnuch
about. W introduce it because there are
unfairness, if you will, in this chanber.

What we would attenpt to do is
al nost a sel f-governing anendnent. It says
sinply that we would create a nanagenent
council. This managenent council woul d consi st
of menbers here in the chanber, six nenbers,
bi parti san. The Majority Leader woul d have one
appoi ntee, the Mnority another, the Deputy
Mnority and the Deputy Majority, and one to be
| eft over because the count is, obviously, four
and it represents -- and there would be, M.
President, two additional rep's fromthe
Mnority and the Majority.

Not only in the spirit of reform
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but in the spirit of what nost of these
anmendnents are tal king about today that there
shoul d be sone equity, sone breakdown, and there
are those of us who are aware of the fact that
there's an Assenbly on the other side, and |
often speak to ny good friend, Guy Velella, and
| tell himthat -- | said to himthat, if |
coul d wi nd up passing one piece of |egislation
and what it would be would be a piece of

| egi sl ati on which said that, if you were a
menber of the Assenbly, you would be precluded
fromrunning for the Senate because, rightly so,
when you cone here -- and | said "rightly so" -
you are nean in spirit because you have been
treated so very badly in the other house. Be
that as it may, we represent the upper house.
Theory to be nore dignified, nore fairer, a
little nore gentle.

Now, we've heard a | ot about the
al | ocations about today, and if I'mcorrect -
and if I"'mnot, |I'mprepared to be corrected -
that the allocations still come out to roughly a

seven to one ratio, seven for the Majority and
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one percent for the Mnority. Wat this counci
woul d do, again, in the spirit of the new
adm nistration and reform if you will, this
council would be able to deal with a nunber of
things -- and this is no reflection on Steve
Sl oan, taking anything away fromhim but this
council would have the responsibility of doing a
nunber of allocations that would be fair and
equi t abl e.

For exanple, we have -- and al
of you know this, but we don't act that way -
297- constituents, | believe -- thousand,
297,000 in each Senatorial District. Each
Senatorial District fromthe Senate has the sane
nunber. And | recall sone years ago running
into Ron Stafford prior to ny actually being

here, and he used to tell nme that his was spread

out so far that we needed a little -- what do
you call it, the airplanes -- Piper Cubs to get
around his district. In ny district, | just

ring door bells for 24 stories and do it, but we
shoul dn't be puni shed for that.

We certainly understand in a rea
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worl d, not fighting the windmlls too often,

that you're the Majority, and there's a
preferred position to be in. W would like to
be in that position, and we keep attenpting to
do it. Sone day we will succeed but, certainly,
our coll eagues, not a seven to one ratio, not ny
297,000 constituents which are the sane as
yours.

The envel opes, if you will, we
make nention to, the newsletters, the things
that we don't get, sone of it goes with the
Majority. Wat this council would do, very
frankly, is to attenpt -- and again you have the
nunbers because the najority of the nunbers
woul d be able to win if there was a vote, but at
| east it would give us an opportunity to work a
bit nore fairly than we have in the past.

| think it's worth a try. W've
tried before, as | nentioned earlier, in the
past adm nistration that you had, the past
| eader shi p who, by the way, was a good
| eadership, as far as |I'mconcerned, |'msure

nost of you, but changes do cone.
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So, M. President, | would nove
t hi s amendnent unl ess sonmeone el se wishes to
speak on it. It just sort of bal ances out the
equities, if you will. It gives us on this side
of the aisle an opportunity to serve our
constituents with the sanme dignity and respect
that you serve yours with. W want a share, if
you will, an equitable share, not a
di sproportionate share as we have now.

This council would solve the
probl em and, therefore, I would like to nove the
amendnment, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on anendnent. All those favor
signi fy by saying aye.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce

the results on the party |line votes.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes 21, nays
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendrment is failed.

Senator Leichter on the bill.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.

Presi dent .

Actual |y, we have anot her
amendnent whi ch, however, has not yet nade it to
the floor, so let me just briefly discuss it.
Maybe it will come here in tinme. |If not, at
| east we'll have an opportunity for people to
know about it.

This particular anendnent is
actually an item zed, revised and di m ni shed
budget for the Senate for the fiscal year
1995-1996. | have difficulty in understandi ng
why we can't have a fully item zed budget before
us now.

Now, | admt to being conputer
illiterate, and maybe it's just too difficult or
too hard to put all of this together, but it's

hard for ne to understand why a budget of sone
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68-, $70 mllion, and so on, when the records
are being kept, that sonebody between January 1
and a coupl e weeks ago could not have put this
inaform W were able to do it, and we'll be
presenting it if Bill Drafting gets its work
done. The problemthat we have is that these
bills come out in the mddle of the night,
they're put forward on to a vote. | wll say
it's alittle better than usual in others years
because at |east the sun is shining and
everybody | ooks wi de awake, Senator Skel os, but
the fact is that we still had very little tine
to prepare these anmendnents.

The point also is that we were
able to cone up with an itenized budget and,
finally, and maybe nobst inportant, we show how
you can decrease the anount that the Senate is
spendi ng.

Now, a lot of figures were thrown
around in the debate between Senator Bruno and
Senat or Connor, but let's just be very clear.
The Senate budget this year is an increase. |'m

hol di ng here the budget for |ast year that was
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adopted. The Senate appropriation was

$66, 679, 864. There was al so approxi mately

$4, 100, 000 for the Senate Finance Conmmittee.
This year, the appropriation for

the Senate in the bill that we're now debati ng

has an appropriation for Senate of 68, 260, 000,

roughly 1,500,000 nore. The anmount for the

Senate Finance Committee is flat.

Last year, you had a reappropri

ation of $18 mllion. This year the reappropri
ation is anywhere between 5- to $6 mllion.
Senator Bruno said 5-, | said 6-, but if you

| ook at the basic appropriation, it's higher
this year. So when Senator -- |I'msorry. Wen
Governor Pataki says, "W're going to spend | ess
than we did | ast year", that does not include
the Senate, and | think it's unfortunate. |
think it's an irresponsi ble act on our part, and
what we urge is that you adopt the amendnent
that we have, reduce the spending.

Now, all of you, as | have
noticed these | ast few weeks, you like to pound

your chest and say, "Look how great we are."
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We're going to return noney to the taxpayers.

You're willing to return educati on noney.
You're willing to return hospital noney. You're
willing to return noney for youth prograns, but

when it conmes to the noney of the Senate,
nothing is too good for this Senate. W're not
going to return any noney to the taxpayers. On
the contrary, we are going to appropriate nore
for the Senate than we did | ast year

M. President, you adnoni shed us
not to let politics creep into our debates, and
I was quite shocked at the thought that that had
occurred, that politics should ever cast a
bl em sh on this house in our noble debates, but
the fact is that we're being judged as
politicians and we're being judged by whet her we
keep our word.

And | submt to you that the
Senate Majority is not keeping its word, not
keeping faith with the voters. You're not
keepi ng your word because we still don't have an
item zed budget. W still don't have the

reporting that we need to have, and the
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unfortunate fact is that it took a court

deci sion, a Court of Appeals, to say to the
Senate, "Qpen up your books. The public has a
right to know." And you know the battle that we
have been carrying on these last two or three
years. You know the tinme that we went to the
Senate Print shop. Sone of the Republican

col | eagues of ours joined us. | think they were
like we were. | don't know whet her you were

t here, Senator Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Lei chter, was that when you went and you saw
former Senator Masiello' s notice about a concert
series in Buffal 0?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, the
thing that | nost renmenber about it is Senator
Spano, his eyes were so wide, he couldn't
believe, as | couldn't believe. | thought | had
entered a Ford assenbly plant. It was an
enornmous building. Al that for essentially
Republ i can newsl etters, but | think we're making
progress with the help of the court, with the

new Majority Leader. W' ve -- we've nade
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prom ses at least -- | mean, progress at | east
and prom ses have been nade to the public and
prom ses that have been nade on the floor. W
regret the fact again we don't have that

item zed budget here before us now. W regret
the fact that once again, there are
reappropriations, noney that belongs to the

t axpayers, noney that we could right now return

and all of you could send out a newsletter or a

new rel ease saying, "I was part of a successful
paynment of $6 million to the taxpayers." You
all doit.

And finally, we regret that we
have a | egislative budget that, for the Senate
and only for the Senate, has an increase over
the appropriations nade | ast year. Unfortunate
ly, it seenms that Bill Drafting has not gotten
t he amendnent ready. | don't see -- let ne just
check for a nonent.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Leichter. Wile you re checking that, M.

Presi dent -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: -- what tine did
debate begin on this bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: One hour
and 55 m nutes ago, Senator Skelos, at 1:40, so
the two-hour tine would have expired after five
m nut es.

SENATOR SKELOS: So if the
menbers so desire, they could nove to cl ose
debate in five m nutes?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: That's
correct.

SENATOR SKELCS: Thank you.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M. President,
unfortunately ny anendnent is not ready and
currently will not be. However, we do have an
amendnent. W don't want to di sappoint you
conpletely. | know that Senator Holl and has
been sticking on saying, "I want to vote on
anot her anmendnment”, so we're going to give him
one. So I'mgoing to yield at this tine to
Senator Dol linger who's got a nice, very neat

anmendnent, and we'll call it a day with that.
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Thank you.
SENATOR DOLLI NGER M.

President, | believe at the desk is another
amendnent. |'d call for -- that it be brought
before the house. | would waive its readi ng and

ask for an opportunity to explain it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol l'inger, there is -- Senator Dollinger, there
is an anendnent here. | would just ask you if
that's neant to be the Bill Draft Nunber
80113-01-5.

SENATOR DOLLI NCGER: Let ne | ook
here, M. President. | believe that's correct,
M. President. This is the anendnent that woul d
delete all the reappropriations for the Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Yes.

That is at the desk, Senator Dollinger. The
reading of it is waived and you are provi ded
with the opportunity at this tine to explain the
amendnent .

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.

President, in the interest of absolute brevity,

this anendnent sinply deletes all the appropri
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ations in the Senate budget. | think it follows
through with the prom se nmade by Senator Bruno
back in January and, | think, conpletes the
process of trying to elimnate the -- what |ast
year was called the slush fund of extra noney in
t he budget and woul d get us back to the true
test of accounting, which is to plan for our
expendi tures, determ ne what those expenditures
are and spend that noney each year so that we
can provide a true and accurate picture of our
fi nances and our accounting to the people of
this state.

I'd nove the amendnent, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on anendnent. All those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll and record the
party line vote and announce the results when

t abul at ed.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 21, nays
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

amendnent is | ost.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

SENATOR PATERSON: Sl ow rol |
call, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Are there
five menbers selecting that? | see one, two,

three, four, five.

The Secretary will call a sl ow
roll call on Cal endar Nunber 350.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Section
5. This act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call a slowroll call.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Abate.

(There was no response.)

Senat or Babbush, excused.
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Senat or Bruno.

(Affirmative indication.)

THE SECRETARY: Aye.

Senat or Connor .

(Negative indication.)

THE SECRETARY: No.

Senat or Cook.

SENATOR COCK:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Di Carl o.

SENATOR Di CARLO  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, just to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol l'i nger to explain his vote.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER'  You know,
Senator Gol d al ways uses a nice nelody in his
approach to the | anguage on the floor of this

chanber. He said to Senator Tully that he was a
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day |late but he was entitled to be a day |ate.

In nmy view, this budget, from an
accounting point of viewis dollars short, quite
a few dollars short. So we're a day late
perhaps, lots of dollars short. | think there
are other ways to do it. It would be a nuch
better budget with the anmendnents attached.

For that reason, M. President, |
will be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger in the negative.

The Secretary will continue to
call the roll

THE SECRETARY: Senator Espada,
excused.

Senat or Farl ey.

(There was no response.)

Senat or Gal i ber.

SENATOR GALI BER:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Gol d.

SENATOR GCOLD:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator CGonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ:  No.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Goodnan

recorded in the affirmative earlier today.

recorded in the negative earlier today.

Hol | and.

Senat or Hannon.
SENATOR HANNON:  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR HOBLOCK:  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Senat or Hol | and.

SENATOR HCOLLAND:  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR JOHNSON:  Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR JONES: No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR KRUGER:  No.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR KUHL: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR LACK: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR LARKIN:  Aye.

Hobl ock.

Hof f mann

Senat or

Johnson.

Jones.

Kruger.

Kuhl .

Lack.

Lar ki n.
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was Mazi ar z,

THE SECRETARY: Senator LaValle.
SENATOR LAVALLE: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Leibell.
SENATOR LEI BELL: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Leichter.
SENATOR LEI CHTER:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Levy.
SENATOR LEVY: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Libous.
(There was no response.)

Senat or Mal t ese.

(There was no response.)

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO.  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Marchi
(There was no response.)

Senat or Markow t z.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Mazi arz.
SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Yes. |If that

yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mazi ar z.
SENATOR MAZI ARZ:  Yes.
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THE SECRETARY: Senator Mendez.
(There was no response.)
Senat or Mont gonery.
(There was no response.)
Senat or Nanul a.
SENATOR NANULA:  No.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Nozzoli o.
(There was no response.)
Senat or Onor at o.
SENATOR ONORATO.  No.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Oppenhei ner, excused.
Senat or Padavan.
SENATOR PADAVAN:  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Paterson.
SENATOR PATERSON:  No.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Present.
SENATOR PRESENT: Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Rath.
SENATOR RATH: Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Sal and.
SENATOR SALAND:  Aye.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Santi ago.
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St achowski .

(There was no response.)
Senat or Sears.

SENATOR SEARS: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Seward.
(There was no response.)
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: | vote yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Smith.
SENATOR SM TH:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Sol onon.
SENATOR SCLOMON:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Spano.
SENATOR SPANO  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR STACHOWSKI :  Since the

desk keeps m spronouncing nmy Polish colleague's

name all the tinme, | vote no.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Stafford.
SENATOR STAFFORD:  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Stavi sky.
SENATOR STAVI SKY:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Trunzo.
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absent ees.

SENATOR TRUNZO  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Tully.
SENATOR TULLY: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Velella.
SENATOR VELELLA:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Vol ker.
(There was no response.)

Senat or Wl don.

(Negative indication.)

Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR WRI GHT:  Aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

THE SECRETARY: Senator Farl ey.
SENATOR FARLEY: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Libous.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Maltese.
(There was no response.)

Senat or Mar chi

SENATOR MARCHI :  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Mendez.

(There was no response.)
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Senat or Mont gonery.

(There was no response.)

Senat or Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NQZZCLI O Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Santi ago.

(There was no response.)

Senat or Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD:  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Vol ker.

(There was no response.)

Senat or Abat e.

SENATOR ABATE: No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Mendez.

(Negative indication.)

Senat or Mal t ese.

SENATOR MALTESE: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results when tabul at ed.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36, nays
20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
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i s passed.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS:  Yes. M.
President, would you call up Cal endar Numnber
351.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read Cal endar Number 351.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
351, Budget Bill, 1553-A, an act to nake an
appropriation for the support of governnent.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
woul d you call the roll for the purposes of
Senat or Gold voting?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There was

a -- previously a nessage of necessity which was
accept ed.

The Secretary will call -- excuse
nme. The Secretary will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gol d, how do you vote?

SENATOR GOLD: At the request of
Senator Skelos, I'"'mgoing to vote and | eave. |
vot e no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gold in the negative. Senator -

SENATOR SKELCS: Wul d you
recogni ze Senator Padavan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: -
Padavan, how do you vote?

SENATOR PADAVAN:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Padavan in the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELOS: Senator Sears.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Sears, how do you vote?

SENATOR SEARS:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Sears in the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or Lack.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Lack, how do you vote?

SENATOR LACK: | vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lack in the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senator Sol onon.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Sol onmon, how do you vote?

SENATOR SCLOMON:  No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Sol omon in the negati ve.

SENATOR SKELQOS:  Senat or Kruger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Kruger, how do you vote?

SENATOR KRUGER:  No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Kruger in the negative.

SENATOR SKELCS: Pl ease close the
roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will withdraw the roll call. The bill
is now before the house for debate.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford, an explanation of Cal endar Nunber 351
has been asked for by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | woul d ask,
M. President, that we could get all of our
peopl e here, and after a nobst exciting,
stimulating and interesting debate, we're about
to have another exciting, interesting and
stinmul ati ng debat e.

On the other hand, although we
try to keep our sense of hunor, we do enphasize
that all of this legislation is nost serious and
we're putting together our budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Excuse
me, Senator Stafford. It's very noisy. There's
a lot of novenment in the chanber. |f you would
excuse the interruption. Mybe we can qui et
things down so that this explanation can be at
| east heard by the nmenbers, if not understood
al so.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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St af f or d.

SENATOR STAFFORD: As |
nmenti oned, we again today, with our |egislation
that we just considered and with this
| egi sl ati on which we here in the Legislature
know as aid to localities, are continuing to
carry out and fulfill our responsibility and
we're putting together a bal anced budget.

The Covernor's -- the Governor's
state fiscal year 1995-1996 aid to localities
budget bill recomrends a total appropriation of
$62.6 billion. That's an increase of 1.5
billion or 2.5 percent over the current fisca

year. Actual spending behind these

appropriations is expected at 42.5 mllion -
billion, excuse ne, a decline -- a decline of
220 million over state fiscal year 1994-95.

Now, as we all know, the aid to
| ocalities budget authorizes paynments for
education and social welfare prograns, as well
as paynments for revenue sharing and public
heal t h prograns.

The Governor's projected decline
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in spending is primarily a result of cost
contai nment measures in Medicaid and in incone
mai nt enance whil e other progranms, such as
revenue sharing and public health prograns are
funded at state fiscal year 1994-95 |evels.

Amendrents to the proposed budget
as contained in this bill provide 177.8 mllion
i n additional spending reductions and
re-estimates and 398.2 mllion in program
restorations for a net increase of 220.4
mllion.

Now, highlights of our anendnents
are as follows: Restoration of funding for the
| ong-term honme care -- long -- excuse ne. A
restoration of funding for the | ong-term hone
health care program the assisted living
program adult dental care and private duty
nurses. Al so, a restoration of 119 mllion of
proposed hospital reductions, including NYPHRM
enhancenents and partial restoration of the
trend factor in direct Medicaid, education and
maj or novabl e equi prent; al so, a restoration of

55 million for nursing hones, including the
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rejection of the proposed projections in nursing
hone profits and the return of invested equity.

Movi ng on, al so increased funding
for TAP and opportunity prograns which woul d
include the restorations, and the state
operations bill provides a total restoration of
115 mllion for higher education.

An additional 90.7 mllion is
provi ded for general support for public schools,
i ncludi ng additional aid for public growh,
unfreezi ng BOCES and excess cost aids for
handi capped children and a | ooseni ng of the caps
on building and transportation aid, itens we
have all heard and received nmuch correspondence
and conmuni cati on on.

Al so, the funding for aid to | aw
enforcement in the anbunt of 8.7 mllion. This
is provided along with a restoration of
denonstration projects in the Departnent of
Crimnal Justice.

A restoration of five mllion for
non-profit cultural organizations.

Now, once again, M. President, |
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know as a nmenber of this body, this does not
have everything we all would |ike, but we can
see that it's -- that it is nmuch different than
what we started with.

Again, we have to realize that,
for the past five, ten years, we've seen
spendi ng i ncrease above what we could afford,
and we had budgets that we could not afford. |
woul d suggest that this is solid budget as al
our bills have been and will be and, | think,
this is one that we can support within the
framewor k of our spending and financial plan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Gl i ber.

SENATOR GALI BER:  Just a brief
response, and it will be brief.

Senator, this is not a sandbag
guestion because we -- | asked the sanme question
in our Finance Committee neeting. | would have
hoped that there would be nore people here than
we had for the Finance Committee, but it doesn't
seem that we have as nmany here, but in this

cont ai nnent concept that you have in
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restorations, there are those of us who are gl ad
to see restorations rel easi ng sonet hi ng back

My problemis that, in a nunber
of areas, you've put |lunp sumnonies in. For
exanple, in funding for TAP, there was sone
guesti on about whether it would apply only to
graduate schools, and it's a nere cut of 6.8
mllion as opposed to a total budget of 603.
mllion. The other one is the EOP program
where, again, noney has been put in bundles and
not told by us where they woul d be going and
where they woul d be hel pful probably in a nunber
of other areas. | give you that only as an
exanpl e because |'m sure that this |unping
process carries out throughout that contai nment
and | just wanted you to conment and so that
we' re happy to see sone restorations, certainly
not the ones we would like to ultimtely see,
but | would Iike to know what we could do about
this lunmping process and what the inpact nay
very well be?

Wiile I'"'mon the subject matter

-- | said | would be brief -- there's one thing
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that troubles me that -- in the death penalty,
there was sone tal k about sone peppercorns,
neager noney, if you will, being given to
prosecuti ons and bei ng given to defenders.

It's interesting that we have
elimnated conpletely the Defenders Association
in the sumof 685,000 with seens inconsistent,
very frankly, with the nonies that we're
appropriating to the various prosecutions, so

it's a | opsided -

SENATOR STAFFORD: | apol ogi ze,
Senat or .

SENATOR GALIBER: | just stopped
for a nonent and I will finish.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Go ahead.
SENATOR GALIBER It's a | opsi ded
-- we're tal king about the Defenders

Associ ati on where they elimnated conpl etely,
seens to be inconsistent with the death penalty
that was passed in the spirit of proper
representation whether you' re a prosecutor who
does his job or whether you wind up being a

defendant. W felt that there should be sone
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noney, and | hear you've elimnated all of it.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | have -- wll
first address TAP and EOP. This -- | want to
make sure this is the last tine | say this, but
| always tell people that if there's anybody
t hat understands the val ue of these prograns, |
do.

In 1962, | think you can | ook
back, that was the first year that they gave
schol ar incentive awards. You just filled out
an application and proved that you were in
school. | got $100. | didn't have $100, and |
got it, and | renenber it meant sonething. It
nmeans something to all of these people who have
had the good fortune for these prograns and the
peopl e now.

The lunp sumwi ||l be sonethi ng
we'll be working with. Your point is very well
taken, Senator, as all your points always are.
In the past few years, we have always put in the
| unp sum and then there's negotiation by
| egislation howit -- howit is apportioned.

ECP is the sane thing and, again,
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| don't think there's any prograns that we get
contacted nore on than TAP and HEOP, and | often
tell people also -- and | say this rather
lightly, but I'mone who always does -- tries to
make sure we do our best on TAP because |
sponsored the |l egislation, and the only reason
sponsored the legislation is | happened to be
there and I was chairman of the H gher Educati on

Conmittee but, on the other hand, it was a rea

-- a real year -- exactly -- when we did this.

The defenders, | again can talk

with, | hope, some sensitivity concerning this
probl em because as | -- | had the Codes

Committee for a nunber of years and there are
some of us who work for the people -- people who
are with the Defenders Association, and we have
in past years supported them | wll say this,
that there were sonme things that ended up a
hi gher priority. | do feel that this is
sonmething we're going to have to continually
| ook at.

The Capital Defender's office,

think, is very inportant and that has been
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funded. That's at $750,000, and it's there, and

hopefully, it will be an office we won't have to
use, but follow ng past history, we'll just have
to see.

What el se did Joe ask about?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Wth the
consent of the Acting Majority Leader, could you
read the | ast section, please?

SENATOR SKELGCS: No obj ection.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei chter, how do you vote?

SENATOR LEI CHTER: I n the

negati ve, pl ease.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Leichter will be recorded in the negative. The
roll call is withdrawn. The bill is stil
before the house for debate.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Pat er son.

Senat or Paterson, are you
yielding to Senator Stavisky?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President,
| offer up the followi ng anendnent to the
present bill, waive the reading and ask for an
opportunity to expl ain.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St avi sky, do you have the nunber on the bill,
the legislative draft nunber? The reason | ask
is we have several amendnents before the desk
here. The Secretary will try to identify the
one you wi sh to speak to.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: The anendnent
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to -- it's 80108015.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
is -- the amendnent is at the desk, Senator
Stavisky. We'll waive the reading of it, and
you are afforded the opportunity to explain the
amendnment at this tine.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | am del i ght ed
that there has been sone progress which
i ndicates a recognition by nenbers of the Senate
that the Governor's bill -- the CGovernor's
budget proposal was deficient and that it would
not relate to the needs of your constituents and
our constituents on both sides of the aisle.
Believing in the perfectibility of |egislation,
you' ve acted in what | consider to be a
constructive manner.

What |' m suggesting here is that
there are other changes and i nprovenents t hat
coul d be nmade, and yesterday | spoke about the

need to try to assist public higher educationa
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institutions, SUNY and CUNY. Today |I'd like to
of fer this anmendnent whi ch does, anobng ot her

t hi ngs, provide for the additional refunding of
assi stance to students regardl ess of whether
they attend i ndependent coll eges or public
institutions.

Wth regard to TAP which goes to
students as a tuition aid programin all parts
of the higher education sector, this proposed
amendnment adds $100 million to TAP for the
purpose of restoring it to the 1994-1995 | evel s,
and it is essential that we be fair across the
board. At the independent coll eges and
universities, as well as the public
institutions, all receive assistance fromthe
state because, in effect, the students will be
serving society in general and will not be
conpartnental i zed as to whet her they've attended
private or independent coll eges as distinguished
frompublic institutions of higher |earning.

It al so does one other thing.

One of the mssing links is the need to provide

adequate funding for part-tinme TAP students. In
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many col | eges, students today have to work at
one or two jobs, whatever they can get, in order
to pay for their education. At sone coll eges,
40 percent of the students are al ready working
to enable themto attend coll ege, and the TAP
assi stance is sonething that nay make the

di fference between having themgo to college or
having them drop out, and these part-tine
students should not be treated casually or
ignored in the restoration program

Secondly, there is a provision
for prograns for those who are in need of
speci al aid because they cone from di sadvant aged
backgrounds. The HEOP programis increased by
11 mllion. The STEP program and the CSTEP
prograns are increased by ten mllion and aid
for part-tinme study also is restored to the
1994- 1995 | evel s.

The cost of education is not
goi ng down. The cost of education is, unfortun
ately, going up and it's a w se investnent for
them-- for us. |It's a wise investnent for the

state of New York, and it is something which
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will inure to the reputation of this Legislat
ure; and so these anendnents are ai ned at
restoring essentially to 1994-1995 levels in the

areas that 1've outlined, and, accordingly, |

hope that this house will accept these
amendnents and will inprove the higher education
budget still further.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the anmendnent.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: M.
Presi dent .

SENATOR PATERSON:. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Mar kow t z.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: | just wanted
to add to what Senator Stavisky has said.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Markowi tz on the anmendnent .

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: As soneone
who attended college in the evening for nine
years, | know how i nportant a hi gher education

is on a part-tinme basis.
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And today because of econom c
realities facing nost New Yorkers, if not al
New Yorkers, certainly the need for higher
education on a part-tinme basis, working during
the day in order to allow that famly to have
some noney comng in to the househol d,
especially howdifficult it is today to pay
bills, nortgages and rents and, at the sane
time, pursue a higher education, | know,
Leonard, that our Republican colleagues wll,
every one of them junp on these anendnents. |
know t hat unani nously, they're going to respond
in a positive way to restore all of these funds
so that tonorrow can be as bright for students

-- today and tonmorrow, as it was for many of us
yest er day.

So I commend you, and | urge al
of us to approve these amendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
LaVal | e on the anendnent.

SENATOR LAVALLE: M. President,
yesterday in explaining ny vote on the State

Pur poses Budget, | tal ked about the creativity
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that menbers of this house, the Majority and
staff, put into inproving the higher education
part of the budget dealing with the State
University and the Gty University.

As everyone knows, the Governor
was given just a short period of tine to devel op
the budget. Follow ng that process, the | eaders
agreed upon additional nonies, and so, as
Senat or Bruno has said ad nauseumon this floor,
that we are dealing within the context of 499
mllion in additional revenues.

As part of that, we have
dedi cated 115 nmillion for higher education. W
tal ked about a restoration of [unp sum anmounts
to both the State University and the Gty
University and, | think, at an another juncture,
we wll ook at |anguage that will show
creativity in reducing and aneliorating, as |
had sai d yesterday, the amount of tuition that
has been di scussed as al nbst scare tactics by
State University trustees.

W have been focused on two basic

principles: Nunber one, to maintain quality of
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education in our public education prograns and
also to make sure that there is access and,
today, we are tal king about the second el enent,
the access el enent through our tuition
assi stance program and our opportunity prograns,
and so a lunp sum armount of 51.8 mllion has
been restored so that we can ensure that
additions are added to the student financial aid
pi eces, and again, trying to be very, very
creative to ensure that the access is -- is
added to this.

W in this state are nuch
di fferent than so nany other states in that we
have a pluralistic system of higher education.
We have an independent sector that educates a
very strong nunber, percentage of students who
seek hi gher education here. TAP and HEOP are
very inportant |linchpins in the way we provide
access, and so the other opportunity prograns -
| see Senator Galiber who nany, many years ago,
Senator, if I'"mnot m staken, you were the
sponsor of the SEEK and Di scovery progranms, and

Senator Stafford tal ked about 1974 being the
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sponsor of the TAP program
So we have a stake here in this
body of menbers who participated in the

devel opnent of these prograns, and whenever

addi ti onal nonies cone on the table, | can
assure you that we will use themto ensure
quality, maintain -- that we maintain quality in

our prograns, that we nmaintain access to our
prograns and that we ensure that both sectors,
bot h the i ndependent sector and the public
sector, remain wealth, healthy and vibrant in
provi di ng opportunities to all of our citizens.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St avi sky on the anmendnent.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: W I | Senator
LavVal le yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
LaVal | e.

SENATOR LAVALLE: Yes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Senat or
LavValle, this is not a hypothetical situation,

it's a real situation. The tinme is Septenber
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1995. The place is any college or university in
the state of New York. A student arrives, is
given a bill for tuition, and the student is
told, "This is what you have to pay in order to
take these courses”". How w |l the ingenuity and
the creativity go to work when the student stil
doesn't have the noney because of the failure to
provi de at |east the funding that we offered in
1994-1995? What will that student be told by
the bursar who is the noney collector at that
col |l ege or university when that student doesn't
have the noney and the funding that we provided
| ast year is not even avail abl e?

SENATOR LAVALLE: Senator, |
t hi nk you know yesterday and, of course, the
clock ran out in the debate that we had and the
anmendnents that you offered, but | think through
many of the remarks that you nade yesterday, you
were tal king about a scenario that did not
recogni ze that we have added nonies to the
budget, where there's an agreenent between the
Senate and the Governor, and that the tuition

anount i s not the sane anpunt that has been
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tal ked about and used by many, many peopl e,
amounts that -- 1600, 1300 and 1,000, and |
think you will see when Septenber of 1995 cones,
that those tuition anbunts will not be at that

| evel , nunber one, and nunber two, for those
students who need the help to maintain access or
for those new students who will be entering,
that there will be a safety net of student
financial aid programs to deal with their

ci rcunstances and that access will continue to
remain open, and | think that's what the -- the
hard work of a | ot of people that | tal ked about
has been all about in trying to maintain access,
to have quality of progranms and to have the
financial aid progranms to naintain the access.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Are you
willing to tell -- if I may continue, M.

Presi dent .

Are you willing to assure the
students that the bursar at that college wl|l
say, "Don't worry, we'll find a way for you to
be admtted? W'Il find a way to make up the

cut backs in part-tinme TAP prograns. W'Ill find
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a way to carry you through in your studies and
enabl e you to enroll?" Are you sure you can
speak for every bursar at every college and
university in the state of New York when that
student doesn't have the noney on hand to be
able to be admtted in Septenber 1995 or shoul d
they come to see you?

SENATOR LAVALLE: Senator, what |
have indicated twice and you just drift off
into -

SENATOR STAVI SKY: |'m aski ng you
a question that I would Iike answered.

SENATOR LAVALLE: -- into a
situation, what we are saying is that we are
going within the resources that we have, because
menbers of both houses want to maintain access,
and so there will be a TAP program and that we
wi Il use as much of the resources that we have
to inprove that TAP program so that the needi est
students will have access, that we w |l use
resources for opportunity prograns.

You know, Senator, in -

yesterday and today you have added to the budget
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and | haven't heard -- |I've heard your side talk
about it -- where are the revenues? You've
of fered up 500 mlIlion in additional spending.

Now, what we have done in the
hi gher education anount is we have identified
115 million in real noney, and we have used t hat
in away to restore noney to the lunp sumcuts
that were nmade initially in the budget and other
noney to restore to the access -- to the
opportunity prograns and to the tuition
assi stance program and as ot her noni es becone
avai l able, we will continue to inprove the
progranms that -- that we have, but based on
$115 mllion, | think we are doing a good job
because we are asking the universities for the
first tinme to elinmnate a lot of duplication in
the prograns that they have, a lot of high
adm ni strative salaries and individuals earning
a |l ot of noney, and we're saying to them "Put
that noney into the classroons. Put that noney
to educate students. Put that noney into
prograns that will provide access."”

And so we're finding that we are

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3599

able to do nore with fewer dollars, but as nore
dol | ars becone avail able, Senator, | think you
will see that we will even inprove the programns
and the situation even nore.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President,
will the Senator continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
LavVal l e, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR LAVALLE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Senator, |
appreciate your conmtnment to the field of
hi gher education, and you stated very clearly,
as additional funds beconme avail able, you woul d
be willing to try to earmark these for reduction
in the possible increase in tuition that wll
af fect students both in the public institutions
and at the independent coll eges.

In order to nmake those funds

avai |l abl e, woul d you, Senator Lavalle, and would
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you ask your colleagues to forego the tax cuts
for the wealthiest families in this state? And
woul d you nmeke it possible for the sons and
daughters of working class fanm lies, noderate
income fam |lies, people who are not nulti
mllionaires, to be able to have sone of the
addi tional dollars that were to be given as tax
cuts for people earning in the $200, 000 range or
nore? Wbuld you be willing, Senator, to
redirect sone of those |limted resources for
education rather than for mllionaires?
SENATOR LAVALLE: | believe very
strongly in what the Governor and the Majority
here have enbarked on in pointing this state in
a new direction so that the sons and daughters
that you tal k about and grandsons and grand
daughters will be able to have sone stake here
in New York so that tax cuts shoul d conti nue;
the reduction in spending should continue, and
that the new revenues, should they becone
avai |l abl e, that the same synergy that we have
established in this budget in ternms of

al l ocating noney for tax cuts and restoration be
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continued in the same way that, when additiona
noney was added to the budget, that we main...
we have done restorations and that we have

| ooked at additional areas to reduce taxes.
think that's very inportant.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | assune your
answer is no to ny question.

SENATOR LAVALLE: No. | think
that you -

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  You are not
prepared to forego the tax reduction for the
very wealthy fam |ies earmarked -

SENATOR LAVALLE: | don't know,
Senator, what "very wealthy" is because, at one
juncture, people on this side of the aisle
tal ked about $100, 000 bei ng wealthy. Now we
have redefined in the year 1995 that a famly
wi th $100, 000 is, indeed, nmiddle incone, and we
have m ddl e i ncone taxpayers from Montauk to
Ni agara Falls.

So | think that people on your
side of the aisle, as well as our side of the

aisle, want to continue to maintain a certain
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synergy of tax cuts and restorations that make
sense in noving this state in a positive
di rection.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Senat or LaValle.

On the anendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St avi sky on the anmendnent.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President,
| believe that we have the need to understand
how our resources are to be used in the nost
positive nmanner.

A working class famly, son or
daughter of a factory worker or a clerica
worker in your district may certainly have
greater need for additional help on tuition,
whether it's the TAP programor reduction in the
tuition increase at a public college than
someone whose inconme is in the vicinity of
$200, 000 a year, and | sinply wanted to find out
if the advocates for increased funding for
education were prepared now to forego that tax

cut now since there appears to be limted
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funding in order to avoid calamty in the higher
educati on community.

W have a new generation of
peopl e who have the opportunity, the same desire
to inprove thenselves that all of us in this
chanber have.

We all sought educationa
opportunities to enable us to realize our
careers. Do we turn off that faucet of
opportunity for a new generation saying that
they are not as entitled to succeed as we were?
At a time when there nay be greater need, a
child who was -- whose fanmily was not born in
the United States, whose native | anguage nmay not
be English, a child froma di sadvant aged
background, a broken home, a child having all of
t he obstacl es possi bl e deserves that chance to
break out of the cycle of poverty, and those on
wel fare who would like to go to work and get off
the doles, so to speak -- and I'mnot referring
to Bob Dole -- certainly should be encouraged to
exerci se that opportunity and not be caused to

remai n permanently trapped in welfare rather
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than WorkFare. These are the things that demand
a redirection of priorities.

Anybody wi thout a coll ege
education will understand that, in balancing a
househol d i ncone, you do not spend noney greater
t han the noney you have.

McCawber, in David Copperfield,
told David that, if you spend one pound |ess
than the anmount of noney that you have, you wll
be a success, but if you spend nore than you
have, you will be doomed to failure.

We don't want people turned away
at the gates. W don't want those gates
cl osed. We want the opportunity to be as broad
and as denocratic as possible, and | say this
with snmall a "d", let themgrow up to be
Republ i cans or Denocrats which is their choice,
but et us not in this chanber deny anyone that
choi ce who wants to work hard in order to
succeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
LaVall e, | overlooked the fact that Senator

Gal i ber, when you had the floor, wanted to ask
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you a question. Wuld you yield to Senator
Gal i ber for a question?

SENATOR LAVALLE: Yes.

SENATOR GALI BER:  Senator, |'ve
had a piece of legislation in now for a good
si X, seven, eight years perhaps, but in the
spirit of what we're dealing with, cost contain
nment, costs, et cetera, would it be the proper
time to revisit a sliding scale concept of
tuition both in SUNY and CUNY for those persons
who coul d afford obviously woul d pay nore and
t hose who could not afford, | think would
acconplish a great deal; a tine under these
conditions you will take another | ook at that
possibility?

SENATOR LAVALLE: Senator, we
have -- we have tried to | ook at the tuition
issue, tried to, and | said, tried to be
creative, and certainly a sliding scale or in
some ways establish a nmeans test for the anmpunt
of noney that an individual pays could certainly
be explored. W're certainly |ooking at that.

Wthin the tine constraints that
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we have, and so forth, you al so have to | ook at,
in establishing such a program what will be the
i npact on what nunber of students. W have to
create, as | have said so many tinmes here,
tuition nodels to see whether it would foreclose
students from attendi ng one sector or another.
Wuld it nmean that they would go to a comunity
college first and then into other prograns, but
certainly the answer to your question is, yes,

it is being |ooked at and it is being explored
as we speak.

SENATOR GALI BER:  Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
unfortunately Senators Markowitz and Gali ber are
being called away. That's Markowi tz and
Galiber. They're collaborating on a new aut ono
bile. They're called the M5 and so we want ed
to know if we could have their nanes called and
read the roll call at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: |If

there's no objection fromthe Majority Leader,
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I"ll ask the Secretary to read the |ast section

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Gal i ber, how do you vote?

SENATOR GALIBER Can | be
recorded in the negative?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Galiber will be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Markow t z.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: As you woul d
undoubt edl y expect, in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Markowitz will be recorded in the negative.

The roll call is wthdrawn.
Return to debate on Cal endar Nunber 351

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,

| have an anendnent at the desk. It's marked
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Amendment Number 1. 1'Il waive its reading.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Paterson, we're still on an anendnent, Senator
St avi sky' s anendnent .

SENATOR PATERSON: Ch, |'m sorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: \What we
should do is act on that at this point.

The question is on the
amendnent. All those in favor signify by saying
aye.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line vote and announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 22, nays
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: As | was sayi ng
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before, | have an anendnent at the desk; it's
mar ked Amendnent Nunber 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Paterson, there is an anendnment at the desk.

Are you asking to waive its reading and ask for
an opportunity to explain it?

SENATOR PATERSON: W'l waive its
reading, M. President, and I'I|l explain it. It
doesn't say very nmuch nore than the fact that we
woul d like to restore $300 mllion to the
Medi cai d budget for personal care, hone care,
hospi tal s and nursing hones. W' ve been very
careful not to put any | anguage in this
amendnment and what we would Iike to discuss at
this tinme is the $1.2 billion decrease that is
schedul ed for this year's budget in Medicare
rei mbursenent. Wen coupled with other | osses
frommatching funds, it's probably over $4
billion dollars that New York State residents
are going to lose in the area of Medicare.

There are sone restorations in
the bill that is on hand, and |I'm going to ask

Senator Stafford about sone of those restora
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tions in a nonent, but for the tine being, we
feel that $1.2 billion is a tremendous anount of
noney to be losing, and we're |looking to restore
it by $300 nillion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
gquestion is on the anendnent. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will call the roll.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line votes; announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 32, nays 26,
party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Amendnent

is |ost.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
will Senator Stafford yield to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
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Stafford, will you yield for a question?

SENATOR STAFFORD:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senat or
Stafford, you enunerated about $230 million in

restorations which | applaud, by the way, in

your openi ng explanation of the bill, but from
what | see, there are only about 96 mllion,
$96.2 mllion that actually reflect restorations

to the Medicaid area, and ny question to you is,
how do you cone up with 230 mllion? You nust
be knocking off sonething in order to reach that
nunber, and | want to know how you reached it.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | have
referred to it. |'msure nmy very good friend,
Senat or Paterson, won't m nd anot her good friend
of mne, alittle while ago we tal ked about the
budget which was sent to us by the executive and
there were sone rather unflattering statenents
made about it.

| would only say this. | don't

-- | think it's an excellent budget. | think
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that it nakes sense. Again, we're trying to

keep within what we can afford, and granted

we're finding -- hopefully finding sone noney in
vari ous ways. There will be revisions. There
wi |l be changes and, of course, that's what

we' re doi ng.

To answer as al ways, an excell ent
guestion from Senator Paterson, | will explain
it this way. |If you understand it -- well, let
me just explainit.

It's -- we have 230 mllion that
we -- restorations, and it ends up when we find
addi tional noney that really the net that we are
spending of a -- as far as increased spending,
is 90 mllion.

SENATOR PATERSON: WI I the
Senator yield for a question?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford continues to yield.

SENATOR PATERSON: |'m assuni ng
whi ch i s dangerous, and you' ve advi sed us very

wel | about confusion in the budget, Senator
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Stafford, but are we -- is there a reduction in
the base that brings us to this? 1In other
words, | understand what you're saying.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Yes, there is,

Senat or .

SENATOR PATERSON: O K. For
personal care, there are -- there's a cutback of
$275 mllion in the current plan.

SENATOR STAFFORD: 272.

SENATOR PATERSON: 272, |'m
sorry. Are we cutting nore for personal care in
our plan?

SENATOR STAFFORD: No. W're
really -- we're in effect reorganizing the
personal care program which will have additiona
savi ngs, same savings, we'll keep the savings.

SENATOR PATERSON: Just one
second, Senat or

SENATOR STAFFCORD: Take your

SENATOR PATERSON: | f Senat or
Stafford would yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Stafford, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Yes, M.
President, but | want to make it very clear as |
was just advised, and rightfully so, and provide
the necessary services when we have this
f undi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
continues to yield as long as that's perfectly
cl ear, Senator Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.
How nuch are we spending for personal care in -
inthis year in the bill that we're passing now?

SENATOR STAFFORD:  Appr oxi mat el y,
Senator, $750 mllion.

SENATOR PATERSON: And we are
reducing that to -- with an appropriation -
we're reducing that 750 mllion?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Let ne put it
this way.

SENATOR PATERSON: O K.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Very
under standabl e that it's confusing because i've

been | ooking at it for two days, and you notice
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it's not just comng out of my fingertips.
SENATOR PATERSON: Let ne explain

to you how !l got it and then you can explain to

me where I went wong. | just subtracted the

418 mllion from750 mllion and I got 332

mllion, and so | was conparing that with the
272 mllion, and | saw an additional cut,
addi tional cut of 60 mllion.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Spending in
the "nursing hone without walls" programthat is
not in -- not in that 400 mllion.

SENATOR PATERSON: Ch, | see; so
t hat increases the nunber.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Ri ght.

Ri ght .

SENATOR PATERSON: O K. That -

M. President, | don't mnd being the puppet; |
just don't want themto let the strings show.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Well, that's

hi s point.

SENATOR PATERSON: Well, if
that's a $30 mllion program that |eaves us
with $30 mllion, Senator, and if you could
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explain where the other $30 million is, that's
nmy | ast question.

SENATOR STAFFORD: There's not a
30 under -- it's not a $30 mllion program it's
only the savings and the programis nore |like a
200 mllion program

SENATOR PATERSON: Right. 30
mllion in savings, so |I'mjust trying to get
the other 30, and then I'm out of here.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Well, let ne
see if this -- is this, Senator Paterson -- is
this your question? There's -- you can see the
30 mllion savings, but you want to know how we
get that saving?

SENATOR PATERSON: No, | want to
know how we di stingui sh between the current
budget and the one that -- that we're
submtting, the bill that we have today, how we
equal i ze those nunbers which, as far as | know,
are $30 million apart, but I"Il tell youif it's
confusing, 1'll waive that question. 1'Il just
ask one final question.

SENATOR STAFFORD:  Sure.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Ri ght now we
have tri med the honme care hours to 100 per
nmont h whi ch should be three hours and ten
m nutes a day. W've had as nuch as an average
of 144 hours in New York City, and the state
average, | think, is actually 26 hours or the
state average is 32 hours, and the -- in New
York City, the average is 36 hours a nonth.
W're trimming it to 25.

If this was the final budget,
woul d we have to trimthose hours any nore per
week, Senator, per week?

SENATOR STAFFORD: | got it. |
got it.

SENATOR PATERSON. 20 hours per
week, 100 hours per nonth.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Right. He
understands that. Yes, Senator, but it isn't -
of course, it isn't the final, but also I think
what you're inferring, you' re correct, there
woul d have woul d have to be sone increased
reduction in hours in sonme -- sone areas.

SENATOR PATERSON: Al l right.
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Thank you very much, Senat or

SENATOR STAFFORD: Just to go to
your other question, | want to get to you in
witing, so would you just go over that, and
we'll get it for you.

SENATOR PATERSON.  Should I, yes,
t he ot her question?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Yes, the 30
mllion.

SENATOR PATERSON: | took the
$418 million.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Ri ght.

SENATOR PATERSON:. For hone care
and subtracted it fromthe 750 mllion.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Ri ght.

SENATOR PATERSON: And | got 332
mllion. | knew that the Governor was cutting
by 272 mllion, and so | subtracted the 272 from
330, and I got 60 mllion. 30 mllion of it as
it is explained cones fromsavings in the -- in
the long-term home care program | guess that
Senat or Lonbardi years ago worked on that, and

there's an additional 30 mllion that | can't
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figure out how we are saving that enables us to
spend over the ampunt that the Governor is
spending. | was just |looking for that.

SENATOR STAFFORD: M advi ser
even admts that this is confusing, so we're
going to get that in witing for you and explain
where that -- that 30 mllion is and where it
cones from

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.
That is nost gracious of Senator Stafford.
Thank you very much, M. President.

W have anot her anendnent on the
bill, and if you would recogni ze Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senator -

SENATOR PATERSON: No, we voted
on this anendment, didn't we?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Yes.

SENATOR PATERSON:  Yes, we did.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Yes, we
have two amendnents that have been presented and

| ost .
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SENATOR PATERSON: Now if the
Chair woul d recogni ze Senator Dol linger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Thank you,
M. President.

| believe you have an anmendnent,
it's | abel ed as Nunber 2 although | understand
it's Num.. it's actually Nunmber 3. But it's
| abel ed as Nunber 2, and | would call that
anmendnent up. | would waive the reading of the
anmendnent ask for an opportunity to explain it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Amendnent
is before the chanber. The reading of it is
wai ved. Chair recognizes Senator Dollinger to
expl ai n the amendnent.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, this anendnent is very sinple. |
think it's easily understood by all the nenbers
of the house.

What this would do is restore the
present |aw, the anount of school funds in the

general support of public schools in this
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state. | think it's essential that we do this
because this will avoid what the Governor of
this state, what this Legislature have prom sed
the people in our districts that we woul dn't
take nmoney out of the broad-based tax for public
education and require our school districts to
rai se their property taxes to cover the | ost
revenue.

W have had for the last two
decades, supported by the Majority in this house
and by the Mnority in this house, a contract, a
social contract for want of a better term
bet ween our school districts, our |oca
communities and this body, and what that
contract has said is that we're going to divide
the cost of public education between revenues
that come from property taxes and revenues that
cone from broad-based taxes around the state,

t he personal incone tax and our business taxes
and our sal es taxes, and what we have nai ntai ned
for the | ast several decades is a sense that New
York State has an obligation to the children of

this state to provide themw th a reasonable
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educati onal opportunity and that we woul d take
part of the pressure off property taxes to do
t hat .

In this budget, what | woul d seek
to do through this anmendnent is take $254
mllion of broad-based taxes and take that noney
and apply it, give it to the school districts,

i nclude growh aid, so that we could be in a
situation where those school districts do not
face drastic property increases.

| would point out that one of the
communities | represent in the town of G eece
has al ready announced its budget for 1995-96.
They're tal king about a $6 mllion shortfall in
expenditures and -- excuse ne, in revenues. And
how much of that would be attributable to the
loss in aid fromthe state of New York? Well
t heir amount would drop by $3 mllion that |
believe will cost them approxi mately $8 per
t housand on a tax rate in the town of Geece
because they're a growing district. They need
the assistance of growh aid fromthe

br oad- based taxes that we have at our disposal.
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The sane thing is true in the
city of Rochester, which I also represent. The
city of Rochester, a grow ng urban school
district, would find that their revenues woul d
actually grow over the prior year by about $7
mllion that they need to cover the cost of
addi tional students in a school district with
great needs.

W have had for the | ast severa
decades a social contract with these schoo
districts and the children that we serve that we
woul d use our broad-based taxes to soften the
effect of rising costs and rising expenditures.
It seens to nme in this anendnent you have the
opportunity to continue that social contract and
to avoid the one thing that the Governor has
said we're going to avoid, that we have said we
shoul d avoid, which is rising property taxes
that sinply dunps costs that we have paid for on
the local property taxes and require that those
property taxes increase.

| spoke earlier this week about

the start of the aval anche of costs. The
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aval anche will continue. W will continue to
dunp costs onto | ocal property taxes unless -
unl ess we continue the decade-long socia
contracts between this body and the children of
this state, to continue to pay for these
expenditures with broad-based taxes.

I would ask you to strongly

support this anmendnent, $250 mllion dollars.
It will save property taxes throughout this
state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the anmendnent.

SENATOR ONORATO  Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook, why do you rise?

SENATOR COOK: M. President, I'd
like to indicate in case Senator Dollinger is
not aware of it, that we are restoring growth
aid to the school districts; that, in fact,
Monroe County will be getting in the
nei ghbor hood of $1.6 mllion of growh aid as a

result of the Senate budget.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3625

But | think that, again, to echo
some things that other people have said, kind of
an interesting process going on around here
because a few weeks ago sonebody agreed that we
had about $335 million in additional revenue and
we have found another $165 million in cuts which
we have now agreed that we have about $500
mllion worth of restorations that we' ve been
abl e to nmake.

W know t hat we have to have a
bal anced budget. W in this house have
devel oped a bal anced budget. There are people
in this Capitol who stood out on the front steps
and have told every single group that cones to
Al bany, Yes, we'll restore every bit of noney
that you want. | don't know what the grand
total of these prom ses are that they've been
maki ng, that Senator Dollinger has nade to
whoever, to whonever he may have made those
prom ses, but already this afternoon, | think
the anmount is up to sonething like $800 mlli on,
whi ch they' ve prom sed which already is $300

mllion nore than the nonies that we have
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avai | abl e.

Now, it's all well and good to be
in the Mnority and perhaps that's why you' ve
been in the Mnority so | ong, because you can't
add, but it's all well and good to be in the
Mnority and to be able to spend the sanme noney
several tinmes over, but the fact is that when
you put together a budget, you can't nake it
wor k that way.

I would dearly |ove to see an
addi tional $600 million in this budget for aid
to education, but it sinply is not doable in
this year, and it sinply cannot be done in the
context of this budget, and w shing doesn't nake
it so and, nmuch though | may wish, it just can't
happen.

Senator, we have to bal ance this
budget, and | would |i ke to accept your
anmendnent but we sinply don't have the dollars.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.

President. You actually do have the dollars,
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Senat or Cook, and you know it as well as | do.
There is a way to do this. [It's the way you' ve
done it the last two years that |'ve been in
this house. You've postponed the |ast phase of
t he personal incone tax to allow the state to
make an adjustnent. W' ve done that tw ce
before. W've done it for six years. Wy?
Because we decided it was nore inportant to save
property taxes to our local comunities than to
feed that yawni ng maw whi ch supposedly exists
out there so we can create tax credits for
weal t hy peopl e who nay even have the choice to
send their children to school but not to public
school .

"Il be glad to, Senator.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger vyiel d?

SENATOR DOLLINGER  I'Il be gl ad
to.

SENATOR SKELOS:  Senat or
Dol i nger, |ast year did you vote agai nst post
poni ng or for postponing the tax cut?

SENATOR DCOLLI NGER: | voted no
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both tines.

SENATOR SKELCS: You were opposed
to postponing the tax cut |ast year, but now
you' re for postponing the tax cut.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  No, ny
position on the budget |ast year | wasn't going
to support the budget, | thought it had things
wong with it then; | voted agai nst the budget
for that reason.

SENATOR SKELOS:  You voted
agai nst postponing the tax cut in prior years
but this year you want this Majority to postpone
the tax cut.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, | voted agai nst the budget, and |
know ny reasons for voting agai nst the budget
were nul titudi nous and if Senator Skel os wants
to interpret that way, he can. | think I"l
probably see that in nmy next television
commerci al put out agai nst ne.

The point I'm nmaking to Senator
Cook is that what we're doing here is we're

t aki ng broad-based taxes and we're going to
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transfer costs to property taxes. | appreciate
Senat or Cook's coment about, let's get real.

Let's do sonething real. Let's -- | would I ove
to get real, Senator, except the problemis we

have all these weeks in witing a work which

will qualify for the Pulitzer Prize for fiction
because you know this budget isn't real. | know
this budget isn't real. | know this has been a

wonder f ul academ c exerci se undergone by nenbers
of the Majority as we keep passing this budget
pi ece by piece.

W passed one piece of the budget
one day whi ch knocks out the stadium and the
very -- the ink isn't even dry on the budget
when there's already a press rel ease that says,
Gh, no, no, we're not going to do that under a
budget. We're going to do that under an
econoni ¢ devel opnent package.

Senator, with all due respect, |
woul d | ove to get real about this budget, but I
don't see anything but fiction that we've done
this week, and if you want to play with the

fiction as your budget, that's fine. Wat |I'm
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suggesting is that as nmuch fiction as there
m ght be in your budget, the reality is if you
don't put back the $254 million in education
funds, you're going to find that you have very
real consequences, and they're called higher
property taxes, and it starts by nmaking this
vot e t oday.

| would urge you -- | would urge
you as rmuch fiction as there mght be in this
budget, you owe sone real support for public
education in this state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will call the roll.

SENATOR ONORATO M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Onor at o.

SENATOR ONOCRATO On the -- on
t he anendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Onorato on the amendnent.

SENATOR ONCRATO I'd like to
concur with ny coll eague, Senator Dol linger,

about the restoration. You know we've been
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heari ng nunbers here that the Denocrats on this
side are going to be irresponsible now as to
where are we going to get the noney.

Oiginally the budget was $65.5
billion, if I"'mnot correct. W' ve already
restored $459 million to the Governor's origina
budget, so it seens that on a daily basis we are
finding nore revenues. So what we're hoping for
on this side of the aisle is that, by the tine
the real budget comes along, we will have found
these additional funds to add to the budget.

W' ve nmade recommendati ons
before. They were all knocked down. Had sone
of these anendnents, prior amendnents, passed we
may have not introduced these other anmendnents
to spend the noney. So we are not nmaking
proposal s that are wild and unheard of. W are
still trying to stay within the real mof what we
consi der may be available, and it is for that
reason that | urge you to support this
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair

recogni zes Senat or Wal don on the anmendnent.
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SENATOR WALDON: | wish to
explain ny vote on the amendnent, M. President.
| thought we had gotten to the point where our
names were called. 1'll wait for that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: We
wi thdrew the roll call.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Does anyone el se
wi sh to speak on the anendnent? Senator Marchi?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Marchi on the anmendnent.

SENATOR MARCHI: | just wanted to

-- | think we're all very nmuch in favor of sone
of the things that have been suggested with
respect to augnentation of the school budget,
and i nvidi ous conparisons were drawn with the
so-called actions we took to enrich the al ready
rich.

The point is, M. President, the
tax that we passed, that was deferred, | don't
know three, four, five years in a row, was en
acted by both houses of the Legislature. It was

a bipartisan bill. 1 don't know whet her Speaker
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Fink or Speaker MIller was -- was the Speaker at
that time, but let's nake it perfectly clear,
this -- this -- the origin of the tax cut had

bi parti san support in both houses or naybe the
Mnority junped ship when it cane to the vote.

| don't know. But the tax that was put in place
di d have that support.

One of the problenms we face, the
question is asked rhetorically by The Busi ness
Council, but I -- whether -- it could come from
anybody el se, what about our econom c record
recently? | nean it's enbarrassing, the
statement goes. Massachusetts grew jobs 3.1
times as fast as New York | ast year; New Jersey
2.3 times as fast, Mchigan 4.4, and so on, so
that there is a literal march across the country
of jobs, real jobs that -- that end up in
revenue that -- that's taking place all around
us and clear out to the Pacific Coast.

Sol -- 1 think it's prudent, M.
President, at this point that we try to
encourage that same spirit to prevail in this

state.
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Then | think we will have the
mat eri al abundance that we can do a |lot of the
things that are certainly fairly indicated by
t he nenbershi p here today.

If we don't -- if we don't, |
nmean this solitary march that we are engaged in,
in being the untramrel ed and unquestionabl e -
unquestioned | eaders in unenploynment, in job

| oss, is sonething that is not sustainable, and

while it may be -- it may have a certai n anmount
of rhetorical appeal to say that -- that this is
going to the -- those who have a | ot of noney,

those who have a | ot of nobney can get out of the
state and put their business sone place el se.
W're not -- I'"mnot talKking
about the federal government. | wouldn't nake
the sane argunent with the federal governnent,
whet her they're Denocrats or Republicans,
because they're not conpeting. They're not in
the conpetitive position that the 50 states
are. They're conpeting agai nst other nations
that are nore highly taxed than we are, but the

state of New York is sinply out of step, not as
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a matter of conscience, not as a matter of
willingness to do those things that ought to be
done, but in an unrealistic fashion that doesn't
permt us to enbrace the goals and objectives, |
think, that we all fairly share.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will call the roll on the anmendnent.

(The Secretary called the roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Record
the party line vote.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 22, nays 36,
party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the result. Senator \Wal don.

SENATOR WALDON:  Yes. | honestly
don't recall, reading the rules, that it's
appropriate to explain ny vote on a party line
vote. |s that appropriate?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: It is at
this time, Senator Wl don, for you

SENATOR WALDON: | appreci ate
your sensitivity, M. President.

| am supporting Senator
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Dol I'i nger's anendnent and, in so doing, | just
want to take two m nutes which I'mallowed, to
expl ai n sone of the things which happened on the
steps and the reason that ny resolve is so
strong in supporting this amendment, of this
Capitol over the last couple of weeks.

| was at each of the denon
strations. | spoke at all but one of the
denonstrations. | spoke in the city of New York
twice at a denonstration of about 30, 000
people. Never once did | or do | recall any of
nmy col | eagues prom sing to put back the anmounts
of noney as one of our dear colleagues cited
nonment s ago.

What | do recall people saying is
that the pain and suffering of this budget for
the little people is sonehow and in sonme ways
manuf actured, that we are not giving away $950
mllion for the business sector as a surcharge
relief, if we had not gone forward -- and we
haven't actually, but we will |I'msure go
forward with the 720 mllion personal incone

tax, if we hadn't given or promised to give G E.
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440 mllion and other things like that, aid to
dependent corporations, we wouldn't have the
nmess that we have now.

One of the things that causes ny
resolve to be the strongest is that when soneone
will say that if you don't give ne what | want,
then the little people will be hurt. The
secretaries won't get paid; the receptionists

won't get paid; the people on ny staff who nake

$5,200 a year won't get paid. | think that's
grossly unfair. | think it is insensitive.
think it is not smart politically. | think it

is alnbst inhumane to treat little people who
are not part of this process, who have not been
steeled by functioning in an arena like this to
deal with those kinds of problens to cause them
great nervousness and great tension, and for al
of those reasons, for the little people, I
support Senator Dollinger's amendnment and vote
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 22, nays
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36.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senat or Abat e.

SENATOR ABATE: Thank you

| waive the reading of the
amendnent, and | would like to refer the
President's attention to Anendnent 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is at the desk, Senator Abate. It's
before the house. The reading of it is waived
and you are provided the opportunity to explain
it.

SENATOR ABATE: All right; thank
you.

| amoffering this body a
wonder ful bargain and a trenmendous i nvest nent
and that is the full restoration of funding for
t he Teacher Resource and Computer Center, and
the Governor -- this is a $17 mllion program a
t wo-year cycle programthat covers two schoo
years and the Governor cut the program by nine

and a half mllion dollars, essentially alittle
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bit nore than half of the program and in the
wi sdom of the Senate Mnority restored $3.75
mllion. So what's left that has not been
restored is an additional $3.7 -- .75 mllion,
$3,750,000. It's alittle amount of noney, but
it buys an enornous resource for teachers
st at ewi de.

This is what the centers say, and
I would I'i ke anyone to stand up and say that
they haven't worked or they've heard from
teachers or administrators. |It's a unique
opportunity for teachers to | eave the classroom
to get ongoing training, to share resources and
share experiences with their colleagues. It's
an opportunity to go over new curriculum an
opportunity to |l earn about new t echnol ogi es and
it's also an opportunity to inprove skills,
devel op new teachi ng nethods. W thout that,
teachers are left in their schools not sharing
i nformati on anong teachers within their
districts or across district lines.

What we're tal king about is a

smal | amount of noney, but |I'm asking the Senate
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Majority to go one step further. You' ve already
put back the 3 mllion or so dollars. Put back
the additional, so no district around the state,
no teacher will have to | ose the benefit of
t hese teaching centers. |If we're going to
prepare for the future, if we're going to create
a mar ket pl ace where young people are prepared to
enter it with skills, it neans we need to have
qual i fied teachers in that classroom

W tal k about jobs and econom c
devel opnent and recovery. The nbst inportant
thing is preparing our young people for the
future. That is our core investnment for that
goal. So | urge the Senate Majority to go the
additional step to fully fund this program
Again, it's a nodest cost with an enornous
investnment, and | think it will reap enornous
results not only for teachers, but parents,
adm ni strators and, nost of all, for children
t hroughout New York State.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Question

is on the anendnent. Senator Cook on the
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amendnent .

SENATOR COCK: M. President, |
appreci ate Senator Abate's presentation because
certainly the Teacher Centers are a very
i nportant part of our educational system
think that, in line with everything el se we've
said, we've had to wite a budget that fits
within the financial constraints of the
avai | abl e resources.

The Teacher Centers currently
have nine and a half million dollars which wll
carry themthrough the current year. W've
added 3.75 million which will restore them
substantially if you add that to the 9.5. That
gives them 12.25 mllion next year conpared to
16 that they spent this year. That is really
conpared to many ot her prograns which have,
unfortunately, had to be reduced, that's a
pretty fair restoration.

I think the Teacher Centers are
bei ng supported proportionately as well as any
ot her part of this program and as much as |

would |ike to see this additional noney, | have
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to say that | think it's only reasonabl e that
they share in some of the reductions that all of
us are having to nmake in this budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Abat e.

SENATOR ABATE: On the
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: On the
amendnent .

SENATOR ABATE: Everyone agrees
t hat throughout New York State the share has to
be distributed, but if you |look at this cut
because it's a two-year program it's close to
50 percent of the programis cut for next year,
and so that will inpact on the Teaching Centers
t hroughout the state, when you cut the program
50 percent, and |I don't think anywhere el se
we've cut a programas great as that.

So al though we're dealing with
small dollars and we can say, Ch, what's the
difference, we're only cutting them3 nillion or
so dollars, it's a substantial proportion of

t hat operating budget, and | dare say w thout
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the restoration of these nonies, sonme of those
centers will not be operating in a nunmber of our
school districts.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Question
is on the anmendnent.

SENATOR PATERSON. Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will call the role, record the party |ine
votes. Announce the results.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 22, nays 36,
party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is |ost.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
may we read the | ast section for Senator Nanul a?

SENATOR SKELGCS: No obj ection.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

Secretary will read the |ast section, Cal endar
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Nunmber 351.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nanul a, how do you vote?

SENATOR NANULA:  No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nanula in the negative.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
while the roll is open, would Senator Dollinger
wish to vote at this tinme? (Laughter).

Wthdraw the roll call and
conti nue the debate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Rol | cal
IS wthdrawn.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
we have one final anendnent, and woul d you

recogni ze the Senator fromthe 10th District in
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Queens, Senat or Wl don.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| have an amendnent at the desk
M. President. | believe the nunber is 5. |
respectfully request that you call it up.
wai ve its reading and request a nonment or two to
briefly explain sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnent is at the desk, Senator \Waldon. W
will waive its reading and you now have the
opportunity to explain the amendnent.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you very
much, M. President, ny coll eagues.

The Governor did a very w se
t hi ng when he put $600, 000 into the state drug
el i m nation program but when his reconmendati on
cane to the Senate, for sonme reason or another
it was renoved. This amendnent woul d restore
t hat $600, 000.

The reason that | really hope we
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can do this is that, as you know, |I'm a product
of the New York City Housing Authority Police
Departnent, and the 660, 000 people who live in
those projects have been under siege in recent
years in regarding to the drug infestation. 1In
fact, if any of you saw the novie New Jack City
it was based on a real circunstance which
visited the projects of the city of New York.
If you' ve ever heard of Nicky Barnes -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wal don, woul d you excuse the interruption,
pl ease. Senator Tully, would you ask the
Sergeant-at-Arns to close that door behind you,
pl ease?

Thank you, Senator Wal don.
Pretty noi sy.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Want an
expl anation? GCh, forget it.

SENATOR WALDON: Al ways good to
see you, Senator Stafford.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
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much, M. President. Thank you, Ron.

If you recall -- if you recal
such i nfanmous nanes as Nicky Barnes, Fat Cat
Ni chol s, these are the very vipers which fed
upon the very life and essence of the people of
the city of New York.

This program this drug
elimnation program the sunmer recreationa
activities and alternatives to opting for par
ticipation in drug activities is a vital, vital
opportunity for the young children who live in
the projects, and | respectfully request that ny
col |l eagues join ne in the sensitivity on this
i ssue and vote to restore this $600, 000.

Thank you very much, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Lei bel | on the anendnent.

SENATOR LEI BELL: M. President,
having recently taken -- recently taken over the
chair of the Housing Conmttee and havi ng had
the opportunity within a limted period of tine

to go through some of the public housing we have
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inthis state, | share ny coll eague's concern on
the issue of drug elimnation.

As we know as we | ook back over
t he Executive Budget as was submitted to us,
there were many prograns that were elim nated
and we have worked very hard to try to nove sone
noni es around, refund sonme of the projects and
prograns that we felt were inportant. These
included the NPCs, as well as the rura
preservati on conpani es whi ch had received very
substantial cuts.

We had not, however, elimnated
all funding for drug elimnation in this
budget. | would note that, in |ast year's
publ i ¢ housing drug elimnation program there
was an appropriation there, | believe of
$600, 000, which was not spent. |In fact, we have
| eft that noney through a reappropriation in
t hi s budget.

| would also note that there is a
federal programwhich is going to be sponsored
by HUD, inplenented through HUD, which is ained

at addressing this exact sane issue. W do not
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wish to elimnate this program so we have noved
noney to keep sone of these progranms alive that
are inportant in housing. As |'ve noted, the
noney has been reappropriated fromthe previous
year.

SENATOR WALDON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wl don.

SENATOR WVALDON: On the -- |
woul d |i ke to recogni ze the good work that
Senator Leibell in his short tine here has done,
because | called many of ny forner coll eagues.
Even though | left the Housing Authority in
1975, there are still people there, believe it
or not, who worked there when | was there and |
asked themto share the information that they
had regarding this sensitive issue, and they
were very quick to say you had been there, you
visited with them you were very supportive and
you had culled fromthem a great anmount of in
formation to further sensitize yourself on this
i ssue.

So | appreciate what you' ve done;
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| thank you; the people of the housing projects
appl aud you, but | think we could do better and
I would hope that, in the wi sdom of this body,
we wll also find the need to restore the ful
$600, 000 above the noney which is a roll-over
fromlast year's budget.

Thank you very much, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
gquestion is on the anendnent. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

The anendnment is |ost.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
woul d you just wait.

SENATOR CONNOR: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR:  Yes, M.
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President. | rise to close debate for the
Mnority on this bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Connor to close debate on the bill for the
Mnority.

SENATOR CONNOR:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

I think my coll eagues have set
forth, both through the vehicle of amendnents as
well as in debate, the serious problens in this
version of the Local Assistance Budget which
apparently is agreed to between the Governor and
the Majority.

| nportant needs of our people, in
the health care area, of the elderly, of mddle
class famlies who have students in our public
universities are not addressed in this budget
bill, and they shoul d be addressed.

It's very, very shortsighted to
ignore the needs of the mddle class. It's
very, very unfair not to address the concerns
about tuition, health care for elderly people,

hone care which hone care was one of the great
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contributions of a forner nmenber of the Senate
Majority to health care not only in this state
but in the nation: The idea that elderly people
could live in dignity in their own homes and
still be provided with what care and support is
needed to afford that in a way that saved us
noney because they didn't have to go into a

nur si ng horme.

So this |local assistance bill is
seriously deficient.

Now, M. President, we're going
to hear fromthe Majority in just a few m nutes
if not on the floor in a press rel ease or press
conference if it's not happening al ready, that
the Senate has conpleted work on the budget.
The Senate has conpl eted work on the budget and
we' re going home for the week end, and | guess
we'll be on call, whatever that neans.

I know the Assenbly will remain
in session dealing with amendnents to budget
bills, dealing with budget bills throughout the
week end. For the Senate -- for the Majority of

this house to say, We're finished with the bud
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get because we passed the five main expenditure
bills and their version of tax cuts for the rich
a few weeks ago, ignores an inportant fact.
There are literally dozens, sone 90 | anguage
bills, so-called Article 7 bills, that tell the
public exactly where sonme of this noney will be
spent; and until we've adopted that, we can't
tell where sone of these lunp suns will end up.
For exanple, the Majority in this bill before us
throws out a lunp sumfor Medicaid. They don't
say whether it will go to save sonme of our
hospitals which are in danger of ceasing to
provi de quality nedical care, not just for poor
people, for all of their clients, for people
with health insurance, for wealthy people
because, when a hospital cuts 20 percent of its
budget, 20 percent of its personnel, everyone
who depends on that hospital, if it stays open,
will suffer a dimnution of services. They
don't tell us that. Those kinds of things cone
in those Article 7 bills.

They al so ignore probably the

nost inmportant thing to conservatives |ike ne.
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They ignore the fact that a budget nust be

bal anced. A budget nust be bal anced. To say we
passed the big bills, spending billions, and not
show us, not in that, not in that, even in this
house the revenue neasures that go along with
it, is irresponsible.

By nmy rough count, this budget to
date in this house | eaving aside the "pork" that
wi |l provide sausage for the entire state and
t he business tax cuts that will balloon and
cause future deficits, which | sawin a press
rel ease on a bill yesterday to which the
Governor, even the Governor hadn't agreed,
| eavi ng that aside, what the Majority here calls
the budget is not balanced. It's off literally
by roughly a billion and a hal f.

For exanpl e, Senator Bruno has
said that in this budget he is -- the Majority
is spending $499 million in additional funds as
agreed with the Governor. In addition to what?
In addition to the revenues the Governor has
proposed, so the bills you' ve enacted so far

subsunme and assune that you will receive
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revenues fromthings |ike Keno, Quick Draw -- |

| ook around to see if Senator Padavan is here.

| guess you're going to use that $110 million in
Keno. |If you're not, your budget is out of
bal ance even with the $499 -- mllion dollars in

magi ¢ noney the Governor agreed to, your budget
is out of balance by $110 million because you
haven't enacted one way or the other the
necessary legislation to authorize Keno.

Your budget assunmes that you're
raiding our retirees' pension funds for $110
mllion. It does; it assunes that. You haven't
enacted the Article 7 bill that would do that
and until you do that, your budget is not in
bal ance by an additional 110 mllion.

Here is a |ist here of one shots,
revenues, totalling nearly a billion dollars
whi ch you have not yet adopted by passing
| egi slation, and the way | was told a budget
wor ks, you spend noney, you adopt avail abl e
revenue measures, you put it together. |It's
supposed to bal ance, although the history of

this state isn't great at that, but it's
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supposed to bal ance, at least in theory, and
then you have a budget, but to | eave here

toni ght and say the Senate has conpl eted work on
t he budget when, in fact, the neasures you have
adopted, if you go no further and | don't think
you'll go any further before the end of the
fiscal year which ends at midnight tonight, wll
be out of balance by nore than a billion dollars
so you will now -- you will have the proud
acconpl i shnent by the end of the fiscal year of
havi ng adopted a budgeted with in excess of a
billion dollar deficit. Sone change for New

Yor ker s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Bruno to concl ude debate for
the Majority.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President, we have passed a
budget. I'mglad that the Mnority Leader
recogni zes that we in the Senate have at this
hour, in broad daylight, passed a budget in

agreenent with this Governor, which would be a
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tribute to the Legislature and the people in
this state, with only one shortcom ng.

There is no Denocr at
alternative. There is no Denocrat budget. Al
we hear is rhetoric fromnmy colleague on this
side of the aisle and fromthe Speaker in the
ot her house; conversation, political posturing,
supposition, but no action. Senators, it's tine
for action.

The Speaker of the Assenbly told
the people of this state | ast week that he woul d
pass a budget by March 31st. Senator Connors,
where's that budget? Did they pass a budget?

Way aren't you asking the Speaker of the
Assenbly, your colleague why he didn't do what
he prom sed the people of this state?

"Il tell you why: Because he
and you and others like you are conmtted to the
failed policies of the Cuonb adm nistration that
were voted out of office for good reason. The
failed policies of the Cuonb adm nistration are
what you advocate and the Speaker advocates and

that's why you can't do a budget, and if he
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coul d have done a budget, he woul d have passed a
budget, but when he surfaces $2 billion in

i ncreased spendi ng, he knows that the
conservative Denocrats upstate, the rea
conservative Denocrats, are vul nerable. They
can't vote for a budget that advocates the
failed policies of the Cuonb adm nistration that
the liberals insist will continue in this

state.

They will not continue. This
Governor recogni zes his mandate. W are
partners with this Governor in changing the
direction of this state fromthe failed policies
of the past to a bright future for all the
people in this state.

So when you want to posture and
you want to pretend, be ny guest. The tine for
talking is over. The tine for action is now.
Bet ween now and mdnight, if the Assenbly wants
to work, they could pass this budget and we'd
have a budget by April 1st. W would have a

budget that woul d becone |law here in this state

by April 1st.
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What's the answer? M col |l eagues
on the Denocrat side of the aisle say, Let's
nitpick what you did. Were are your Article 7
bills? W'dIlike to see your Article 7 bills.
Do you know why they want to see the Article 7
bills? So that Speaker and they can continue to
posture about what we restored versus what they
think they should restore.

You want to restore, and | want
to say this for the public record, about 1
billion in welfare restorations in this state
and soci al service restorations. Think about
it. About a billion two hundred mllion is what
they'd like to restore. You want to tal k about
what that would do to the people of this state?
Thi nk about it.

Senators, think about what you
are doing to your constituency when you advocate
and support these failed policies. Stop
posturing. Stop pretending. Take sone action.
You've all got a lot of words. Take sone
action. You should be over in the other chanber

encouragi ng the Speaker to do a budget for the
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people of this state. They deserve better than
they're getting.

I"m proud of ny coll eagues, and |
t hank you for your support, proud of you. You
stayed here. You sat here, you stood up when
you had to. You let the people of this state
under stand what we stand for, and that's
changi ng the direction of governnment in this
state and wal king away fromthe failed policies
of the Cuonp adm nistration that the Denocrats
still enbrace in this state, and until they
understand that we and this Governor are not
going to continue, we won't have a budget.

So | would invite the Speaker to
| et the people of this state know where the
Denocrats stand. He says he's going to do a
budget this week end. CGuess what? M.
President, we have done our work in this house.
We are going hone while the Assenbly fiddles
wi th our budget bills that we will send over to
them and they can posture and they can pretend
and | hope and pray that they take some action

and put before the public budget bills that they

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3661

will vote for and, when they do that, the
Speaker wants a Conference Conmittee, we'll have
Conference Committees if that's what he would
like, but first you have to pass a bill before
you can conference anyt hing.

So we can't continue to posture.
W can't do conference conmm ttees because we
don't have bills passed in the other house.

Now, the Speaker |eft the neeting
with the | eaders and said, "I'm goi ng back.
We're going to work through the week end. W're
goi ng to pass budget bills.” Well, | would Iike
to appl aud the Speaker. He's a week |ate, but

better late than never. So when he finishes

those bills, |adies and gentlenen, we will be
back here on Monday. We will be on call in the
interim W wll be studying and reviewing with

our constituenci es what we al ready know what
they believe in which is what we believe in, and
we'll be back here ready to continue the
peopl e' s work.

And again, M. President, we have

passed a budget on March 31st that the Governor
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agrees with us is the direction that this
government shoul d take the people of this
state.

|"mproud to be able to support
that budget, and I will |look forward to the
Assenbly staying in session because they
couldn't get their work done during the nornal
sessi on days and passi ng budget bills, and I
hope when we conme back on Monday, that they wll
have passed budget bills that we can then take
up, and | can assure you that we will be open
and we will be responsive to nove the business
of the people forward in this state.

M. President, | thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

SENATOR PATERSON: Sl ow rol |
cal I .

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Are there
five menbers standing? Yes, there are.

Secretary will call the roll slowy.
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SENATOR SM TH: Ring the bell
THE SECRETARY: Senator Abate.

SENATOR ABATE: Explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Abate to explain her vote.

SENATOR ABATE: | vote no.

More inportant than a budget on
time, we need a responsible budget that is

fiscally sound and responsible to all, and |

underscore "all" the people of this great
state. Because this budget is not responsible
and not responsive, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Abate in the negative.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Babbush

excused.
Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNO  Yes.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Connor.
SENATOR CONNOR:  Expl ai n ny
vot e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Connor to explain his vote.
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SENATOR CONNOR:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

I"mvoting no, M. President, but
the work of this Senate isn't finished. This
isn't a budget. It's not a budget when there's
over a billion dollar hole init, and I'm
surprised that ny Republican coll eagues in this
Senate don't understand that, but maybe they'l
address it next week after a week end off.

The fact of the matter is |I've
heard assertions here. |'ve been to |eaders’
neetings. |'ve never heard the Speaker ask for
$2 billion or $1 billion in additiona
spending. |'ve watched the Senate and the
Governor negoti ate agai nst thensel ves as they
went from335 -- 335 million to 499 mllion to
an one- house Republican pork barrel bill that
i ncreases the state's debt.

Frankly, M. President, there's a
| ot of posturing here. This budget -- the work
of this budget is not done until there are tax
cuts for the mddle class and not the rich,

until tuition at SUNY and CUNY is kept
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affordable for mddle class parents, until our
el derly who need hone health care and quality
medi cal care for all of our citizens is
addressed. This so-called budget doesn't do it
despite it's nore than $1 billion deficit.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Connor in the negative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Cook.

SENATOR COCK:  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.  Expl ai n ny
vot e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFranci sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | have -
this is ny third year in the Senate, and
probably the tinme that |I've felt the nost proud
is a few m nutes ago when Senator Bruno outlined
in great detail what the whole objective of this
process is, to change the direction of the state
and he accurately outlined the differences

bet ween the two sides of this aisle and the two
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houses of this state.

I was over at the Assenbly
earlier today, and they were debating bills on
the Motor Vehicle and Traffic Law, absolutely
out rageous on March 31, 1995.

Senator Connor said it isn't a
budget that Senator -- that Speaker Silver
di dn't say anything about additional spending.
Well, what did he say? Wat is he saying? Were
isit? Wiere is the alternative? Were is the
option? Were is the passed budget bills?
Where is one budget bill that's passed? Were is
one anendnent to any budget bill that's even
before that house with a vote?

Posturing is all it is. It's
sinply posturing. W have passed a budget.
We've laid our cards on the table in the
public. Let's give us the alternative. W]l
be here working for the final budget to be
passed, but we need that alternative.

I"mproud to be on this side of
the aisle, and I'm proud that we conpl eted our

work in tinme, in the daylight, no overnight
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sessions, and we're ready to go hone waiting for
the Assenbly to take their first step this week
end. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DeFrancisco in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Di Carl o.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DiCarlo to explain his vote.

SENATOR Di CARLO  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

I, too, amproud along with
Senat or DeFranci sco about passing this budget.
Just two quick points I'd like to nake. |'ve
been listening to debate in this chanber al
this week on budget bills and I, for one, am
sick and tired of hearing about this budget bil
bei ng anti-m ddl e cl ass.

| think it's outrageous to have
to listen to that and | think everyone in this
state who works and pays taxes knows it's this
budget that is for the mddle class and the
wor ki ng people in this state and it's outrageous

for others to say anything el se.
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As chai rman of the Aging
Committee, | find sonething el se even nore out
rageous, and that is what's gone on in this
state these past six weeks and the scare tactics
t hat have been put forward to our nost
vul nerabl e citizens, the senior citizens of the
state of New York. To scare those people is
wrong; to scare those people is outrageous.

I"mvery proud of the fact this
budget reinstates the noney, takes care of the
seniors in this state and for anyone to say
ot herwi se, they're |lying.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
DiCarlo in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol l'i nger to explain his vote.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, | guess |I'm astounded by the
di scussi on about posturing with all due respect

to the Majority Leader and ot hers who have stood
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up. | guess |I'm astounded that we're talking
about posturing because | can't believe what
went on this week.

You all renenber what happened
Wednesday. W approve a capital budget. This
is the budget we're prepared to live by. This
is, we're going to go forward, this is our
budget. The ink isn't even dry on the budget
and there's already a press release with all due
respect, and | regret that he's left the room
from Senat or DeFranci sco. And you know what the
press rel ease says? W're going to spend nore
noney. We're going to go out and do stadi umns.
We're going to go out and restore all this
noney. It's not in our budget, but we're going
to do it anyway. And you want nme to believe
that you're not posturing? Not posturing!

Senator Bruno, with all due
respect, this budget approved by the Majority
this week, clearly deserves an award. |It's
called the Pulitzer Prize for fiction because
it's not real. You knowit's not real. | know

it's not real. | know that there's a charade
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going on in this state and I know what you're
doi ng, Senat or Bruno.

You tal k about Denocrats
upstate. | know what you're doing. You're
proppi ng up a Governor who's plumeting in the
polls. Wiy is he? Because, as Senator Connor
said, we have a fight here over the mddle
class, and with all due respect to Senator
D Carl o and Senator DeFrancisco, if you don't
know how t his budget affects the m ddle class,
talk to the people who provide care to our
peopl e who are nentally ill; talk to the
hospital workers, talk to the adm nistrators,
talk to the people in education, talk to the
peopl e who are providing enploynent, talk to the
peopl e about Medicaid cuts, talk to them about
increases in SUNY tuition. Talk to them about
rising property taxes because you're cutting and
breachi ng the social contract to keep their
property taxes | ower by using broad-based
t axes.

That's what it does to the middle

class. It's sinple. W' ve spent the whol e week
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posturing, and for anybody to stand over there
and say that this is the reality that you're
prepared to live by, when everybody in this room
knows that in the closed doors you' re asking for
nore spending is nonsense. This is a postured
docunment. It's all a political charade to
protect the man on the second floor. W'IIl find
out what his mandate is. Look at the polls, you
m ght come to a different concl usion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger, how do you vote?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President, | will be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Dol i nger in the negative.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Espada
excused.

Senat or Farl ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Farley to explain his vote.

SENATOR FARLEY: You can go hone
in a mnute.

Let ne just say | never thought
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|I'd see the day that everything started on tine
in this chanber and I was begi nning to doubt
whet her we woul d ever pass a budget on tine, but
"Il tell you what, I'"mvery proud of this side
of the aisle. |'mproud of nmy Majority Leader,
what Senator Bruno said.

W have done a budget. It's a
real budget. Senator Dollinger, we have

addressed many of the inequities and things that

were happening within this budget. It's a
changed budget, but let nme say, | don't know if
you know it, but there was a 4-, $5 billion

deficit, probably the nost difficult budget that
|'ve ever had to address or work on or to vote
for, but we've done it. W' ve done it on tine.
This is a budget to be signed.

The Assenbly shoul d be ashaned of
t hensel ves what they -- what they haven't done.
They haven't worked on this budget at all. Talk
about -- how can you say that we're posturing
because that's all that's happened over there.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Farley in the affirnmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Gali ber
recorded in the negative earlier today.

Senator Col d recorded in the
negati ve earlier today.

Senat or Conzal ez.

(There was no response. )

Senat or Goodnman recorded in the
affirmative earlier today.

Senat or Hannon.

(There was no response. )

Senat or Hobl ock.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hobl ock to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOBLOCK: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

You know, | think it's kind of
like deja vu all over again. | spent seven
years in the other house, and | took a ten-year
hi atus and went to |ocal governnent, and |'m
back now in the state Legi sl ature.

You know, one of the reasons |

came back here was in an effort to take away
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some of the pain that's been put on | oca
government in the last ten years, plus | hear
about the transfer of what we're doing to the
| ocal property taxpayer

Wll, let me tell you sonething.
Where the heck do you think the property taxes
are in this state now conpared to where they
were 10, 12 years ago? And that's as a result of
spendi ng nore noney. | have to tell you,
spendi ng nore noney is not the answer. Every
time you spend it here, we got to spend nore at
the | ocal |evel.

Now, we're trying to take a
little different swtch, and all of a sudden
everybody is up in arns. The whole society is
goi ng to be devastated, but yet you know we're
going to be spending $63 billion in this state,
$63 billion. That's devastation.

Wll, let me tell you things have
changed, and we've got to do things a little
differently. Don't let themgo back and tel
your | ocal property taxpayers that this budget

is going to force an increase in |ocal property
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taxes. They've gone so high now, |I'mnot sure
they could go any higher, and that's as a result
of what's happened here over the past 10 to 15
years. W can't take it any nore.

And as far as the posturing,
yeah, we can continue to point fingers, but I
have to repeat what everyone el se is saying.
Wiy can't we have an alternative? Wiere is it?
Is there sone roonf? W continue to negotiate
agai nst ourselves. 1'd like to negotiate a
peace, but there is no peace because no one el se
is at that table.

| applaud this side of the aisle
for taking a courageous stand and doi nhg what
we're doing on tine. |If it's not real, then
it"s up to the other side in the Assenbly to
make it real.

| vote in the affirmative, M.
Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Hobl ock in the affirmative.

Senat or Hof f mann recorded in the

negati ve earlier today.
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Senat or Hol | and.

SENATOR HCOLLAND: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Johnson.

SENATOR JOHNSON: M. President,
I'"d like to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Johnson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JOHNSON: M. President,
it's amazing to ne that | have to make this
observation, but | think it's true that the
ot her side of the aisle doesn't know that things
have changed since the |last election. They
don't know, on the national |evel, the |oca
| evel and the state | evel, everyone has said no
nore taxes, cut taxes; no nore nandates, cut
mandat es. The peopl e want this done.

Now, there are -- there are
groups out there, the beneficiaries of the
| ar gesse which we distribute fromone class of
our citizens to another, and they would Iike
nore, but the people fromwhomwe' re extracting
t he noney do not want to pay any nore.

The sinpl e message people have to
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keep nore of their own noney, take care of

t hensel ves, their famlies, and do a nuch better
job personally of regulating their own |ives,
depend | ess on governnent. There's a nationw de
novenent, it's not just confined to this state,
but the other side of the aisle never heard
about it yet.

They don't know we have a new
governor responding to the people's voice which
has been expressing rage and frustration for the
past half dozen years. | would say, M.
President, that I'mnot nuch of a politician. |
don't know how politics work, but | know how
peopl e work, and people tell ne cut ny taxes,
relieve the burdens, relieve the burden on ny
town, relieve the burden on ny county, give us
some breathing room |et us stay here, |let us
keep our noney, |et us invest our noney, |let us
grow and |l et us prosper; and that's what this
state can do with the proper budget.

I"'monly |l eading to one point.
Senator Bruno said it. Shelly Silver, and your

guys, pass this budget. Let's have a budget on
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time. Turn this state around. Let's revital
i ze, rejuvenate our econony and our society.

| for one, would vote nmany tines
if I could, but I can only vote once and in this
case, |I'd like to vote aye on this budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Johnson in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Jones.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Jones to explain her vote.

SENATOR JONES: To explain ny
vot e.

| probably, you know, very often
present a different perspective than many peopl e
here. | didn't cone here this year thinking
that things were going to be worse. | was
prepared to join you on a lot of things. You
saw ne rai se ny hand when it canme to your
wel fare reform | raised ny hand | ast year on
all the tax cuts when ny partner here was
telling nme, be careful of the enperor with no
cl ot hes.

| | ooked at the budget this year
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and certainly I'"'mnot going to stand here and
tell you |I thought the Governor's budget was
great because nmany things in it were things that
| cared about, but | can tell you honestly on
this floor not one person cane to see ne this
year that | said to them You' re going to get
your noney back or |I'meven interested in trying
to get your noney back. There's nobody that |
wasn't honest with.

| wanted reprioritizing;, | knew
things were going to be tough, and |I knew you
had to nake cuts. And let ne tell you
something, I was with you; | understood it until
t oday when, after we've cut all these things,
after we've done all these terrible things -- |
felt crushed on Wdnesday when | heard Rochester
wasn't going to get its stadium and today | go

to the Finance Conmittee and | get this grand

bill that's going to cut every single business
tax that you had m stakenly, | say, and I
understand it was a mistake, | wasn't here so -

m st akenly put on business for the |ast 20 years

and besides that, we're going to have sone ki nd
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of athletic events fromhere to Long Island to
Buf fal o and back, all at governnent expense.

| have to tell you, the
credibility went down the drain with me at that
point. That, | was told, is a hundred mllion
dollars. |If we have that, then | think we ought
to be | ooking at sone of the other things that

we' ve done that we all know aren't real today.

So I"'mstill open to see
something else. [I'mstill open to reprior
itizing. | appreciate sone of the things you

put back, and | support them and | hope sone
time -- and I'mnot laying a finger of blanme. |
agree with you, negotiations take everybody, but
I"'m hoping | can conme back on Monday and we'l |
do sonet hing real because, frankly, I'mtired,
as |'"'msure many others are, of spending three
days doi ng sonething that we knew was an
exercise in futility.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Jones in the negative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Kruger

voting in the negative earlier today.
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Senat or Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Lack
voting in the affirmative earlier today.

Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKIN: M. President,
to explain ny vote.

We sat around here since January
tal ki ng about a new budget, the new way of doi ng
business in this state. W heard a lot of talk
on the other side of the aisle in the other
house about how they wanted to be a partnership
for the people of the state of New York.

On the 1st of February, instead
of sitting down and listening to the Governor

present his budget, we heard such stupid

comments as, "I don't have a budget, | don't
have a seat." That's the reason we're here
t oday.

This is not about a budget. This
i s about an unhappy group of people who |ost the
second floor and have an attitude, W want to do

it like we've done before. W're not going to
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do it like you did before. That's why we | ost
jobs. That's why business noved. That's why
peopl e conpl ai n t oday.

And what do we hear? "Oh, you're
raisin' taxes. You're going to cut out schools;
you're going to cut out this." Wll, mybe sone
of you who are conplainin' ought to talk to your
peopl e, maybe you ought to go home and talk to
your people and they should do it in the other
house. | received 25 calls since last night; 20
of them said, "The m stake you're nmakin' is you
shoul d go back and pass the budget that the
Governor gave you on the 1st of February."

And we're tal kin' about SUNY.

W' re addi ng noney to SUNY; we're putting things
back. That doesn't please the other house. It
doesn't please, because you want to spend,

spend, spend.

There was a nessage on Novenber
the 8th; and what did it say? Enough. Enough
here, enough in other statehouses across the
nati on, and enough i n Washi ngt on.

Ladi es and gentl enen, you can't
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stand here and say we haven't done our work. W

have. You can't stand up here and tell us that
the other house cares or that they're doing
sonet hi ng because they haven't done anyt hing.
We can wal k out of here tonight and say to our
constituents, W fulfilled our constitutiona
responsibilities. W, at 12 mnutes to 6:00,
have conpl eted the action where a little effort
by your part to speak to your counterparts in
the Assenbly, maybe we coul d have reached an
agreenent. But losers in this battle are the
peopl e of the state of New York.

| vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Larkin in the affirmative.

Senat or LaValle.

SENATOR LAVALLE: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Leibell.

SENATOR LEI BELL: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Leichter
voting in the negative earlier today.

Senat or Levy.

SENATOR LEVY: Aye.
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THE SECRETARY: Senator Libous.

SENATOR LI BOUS:  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Maltese.

SENATOR MALTESE: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Mar cel | i no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Marcellino to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO M.
President, the conversation and the words about
tax cut being gifts to the wealthiest, | just
bring up a quote froma newspaper in ny area,
NEWEDAY. | don't often quote NEWSDAY and |
apol ogi ze to the other Senators from Nassau and
Suffol k for doing this. | know -- because |
know | " m going to pay a heavy price on this
one. But there was an editorial, and it quotes
this: "Alot of distorting static crackled from
both canps last night. Pataki's inconme tax is
not a give away to the poorest -- to the rich as
Denocrats charge. It gives the poorest wage
earners the biggest percentage of savings."

That's from NEWSDAY
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| may have that enl arged and
framed and put on the wall in ny office. It's
probably sinply as an endorsenent the best thing
I"ve read in that paper in a long tine.
| think we do -- that's another

thing I have to apol ogi ze for; they endorsed ny

-- | think we do a disservice, quite frankly,
when we try as the Speaker of the other chanber
says, to make this a class war. W do this a

di sservice. W heard nention of the fact that
the weal t hi est people -- |1've heard a nunber | ot
about incone; people maki ng a hundred thousand
doll ars a year are considered the wealthiest,
and we all know that the way nost people get
t hat hundred thousand dollars is by having both
menbers of the fam |y working, perhaps even two
and three nenbers of the fam |y working to reach
that. That's the way it is in the myjority of
my district. This has sone very weal thy people
| represent, but | also have average wage
earners and when you have both people working to
achieve that, | don't consider that the nost

fantastic weal th.
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I cone froml ocal governnent
about two weeks ago. Local governnent is being
buried. They're cutting taxes. They're cutting
staff. They're cutting positions, and they're
down to the bone, and what's com ng down on them
is the tax burden that this governnent of the
| ast 20 years has been inposing: Unfunded
mandat es, over-regul ation, driving business out
of the area, driving business and jobs out of
the state.

That has to stop. That's not
class warfare, not warfare at all. W're al
the sane class. W all work for our noney, and
| think we'd all like to keep sonme of it and
we'd like to be able to spend it on what we
need.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Marcellino in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Marchi

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Marchi to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARCHI:  Yes, M.
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Presi dent .

I"d like to address the
institutional factors that are involved here
tonight. | believe that Senator Bruno and ny
col | eagues have, in various ways, pointed the
wi sdom of our response to the challenge that we
face.

But |I'm not sure that you shoul d
feel that profound sense of enbarrassnent that
nmy col | eagues have called for because you' ve had
an opportunity to stand up and to disagree, to
criticize, to submt anendnents; in other words,
to do your job in ternms of the responsibilities
you carry, and you woul dn't have had that
opportunity had it not been for Senator Bruno
and hi s | eadership.

W were doing the things that we
had to do this week. How can we, in the nanme of
heaven, just fold our arns aki nbo, Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, w thout
doing a dammed thing? That's terrible. That is
awful . |If you had been over there on the other

side, you wouldn't have had an opportunity to
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say anyt hi ng.

Was there a need to say
sonmet hing? Do you realize that we may be payi ng
a lot nore noney? How is our paper going to be
graded? Are we going -- are we have going to be
given the credit that we're entitled to by the
steps we have taken? A lot depends if we can
recapture sonething, but not all, because we've
al ready been advised that there is a penalty to
be paid by the del ay.

The del ay did not happen here.
You' ve had an opportunity. | wouldn't be too
enbarrassed. You' ve done what you could and
you've tried to represent how you felt. But
t hank Senat or Bruno for that. Nobody can -
nobody can thank M. Silver for anything over
there. They're all going back in enbarrassed
sil ence because they didn't have the vehicle
wi thin which they could express either
i ndi gnati on or approval.

So let's get with it. Next week
| hope that what has happened here today faces

themw th an awful responsibility. They' ve got
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to face up to that responsibility. It's a goad
and a spur. Oherwise, it will be a profession
of bankruptcy, an inability to function, an

adm ssion that they are dysfunctional, and that
is the only conclusion | can draw. Institution
ally every single nenber here has made his or
her contribution. Let themdo the sane.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Marchi in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Markow tz
voting in the negative earlier today.

Senat or Mazi ar z.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Maziarz to explain his vote.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you. My
| ate father would be proud of you that you
pronounced ny nane right.

M. President, | rise for the
first time in this chanber to say that |I'm proud
to vote in favor of this budget bill.

Less than two and a hal f weeks

ago, other than ny col |l eague Senator Marcelli no,
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| faced the voters in the 61st District. The
61st District is a hundred mles in length. M.
President, when | travel ed those hundred mles
al nost every day talking to the people, rea
people -- farnmers, businessnen, factory workers,
they said the same recurrent comon thenes.

They wanted the state of New York
to spend less, to tax less, to reformthe
wel fare system which has proven it's not
wor ki ng. They wanted crinme control.

One of ny col |l eagues on the other
side nmentioned about polls and the Governor.
Three weeks ago, about four days before ny
el ection, ny canpaign consultant came to ne and
told me that we were ten points down in the
poll. Scared the heck out of me. W nade a
critical decision four days before that
el ection. W were going to go on the air, we
were going to go in the newspapers, and we were
going to go on the radio and we were going to
tell the voters of the 61st District that we
supported George Pataki's program for change in

the state of New York, that on Novenber the 8th,
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the people of this state voted for drastic
change fromthe |ast 20 years. W said that
woul d be ridiculous to vote for the Governor
then put sonebody in the Senate who is going
vot e agai nst his program

I"mproud to vote yes on this
budget amendnment. |'m proud of this side of

aisle. |I'"mproud of our |eader, Joe Bruno,

and

to

t he

and

I"mproud to be a part of this historic nonent

when the state of New York is going to change

its direction after the failed policies of the

| ast 20 years.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Maziarz in the affirmati ve.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mendez.

SENATOR MENDEZ:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY:  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Nanul a

voting in the negative earlier today.

Senat or Nozzol i o.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nozzolio to explain his vote.

SENATOR NOZZOLI O Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President, ny coll eagues,
much has been said by the nmenbers of this body
pro and con relative to these budget
deliberations. | thought it inportant for us to
know what some others are saying, and | have in
nmy hand a letter fromM. George Fisher, the
Presi dent and Chi ef Executive Oficer of Kodak,
not only the I argest enployer in our region, but
one of the | argest manufacturers in New York
State, if not the largest.

M. Fisher says that -- in part,

"The tax and regulatory clinmate in New York has
put Kodak at a distinct conpetitive disadvan
tage. Sonme argue that the Governor's cuts are
too deep. In business, when we eval uate options
we rely heavily on benchmarks and trend |ines,
and the benchmarks for New York are not pretty.
O the ten largest states, state and | oca

governments in New York spend nore and tax nore
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than any other. The case based on trend |ines
is no less conpelling. 1In the |ast dozen years,
the state has | ost one quarter of its once proud
manuf act uri ng base and nore than one mllion
peopl e have noved el sewhere. Wile the rest of
the country has been addi ng jobs, New York has
continued to | ose them™

"Sone argue that when business
make i nvestnents and | ocation decisions, the
state's tax and regul atory policies are not a
maj or consideration. Don't you believe it. |If
New York does not get its fiscal house in order,
t he exodus of investnment and jobs wll
accel erate. Governor Pataki's budget nay not
win himpopularity contests, but it is a
cour ageous step toward nmaki ng New York work
again. Sincerely, Ceorge Fisher, Chief
Executive O ficer, Kodak."

My col | eagues, | think that suns
it up. We are here to make New York work
again. Those tens of thousands of people who
rely on econom c opportunity in this state count

on us, and those econom c opportunities that
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have | eft New York, these policies of the past
have been responsible for. It's tinme to reverse
t he trend.

That's why, M. President, |
support this nmeasure. | vote aye on this
budget .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nozzolio in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO.  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Oppenhei mer excused.

Senat or Padavan voting in the
affirmative earlier today.

Senat or Pat erson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson to explain his vote.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
I think we can forgive the Governor for offering
a 25 percent tax cut over a four-year plan. The
Gover nor canpai gned on that phil osophy | ast
year, and all of us in this chanber have

canpai gned with an ideal, something that we
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woul d |ike to bring back to the voters in terms
of areal -- a real tax cut or sonmething that we
mght try to deliver

W have a $4.3 billion deficit in
this state, and this deficit is one that we all
share in. Unfortunately, it appears that the
budget that is witten is disproportional inits
attenpt to ask New Yorkers to share. The
Republican Majority of this house has gone ahead
and passed their version of what a budget should
| ook like. It spends nore noney than the
Governor right now agrees is available to spend,
but it may be closer to the anobunt of nobney that
inevitably is spent when the budget process is
agreed on, and so | actually think that it was
some foresight that the Majority woul d pass a
budget so it's on record how the Majority feels
on this particular issue.

But to state that we have
fulfilled our constitutional nandate belies what
actually is going on in this particular
process. There nust be an agreenent, and an

agreenent doesn't nean that you tell the other
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side to go in and vote your way. An agreenent
doesn't nmean that you w thhold the salaries of

i ndi vi dual s who don't even vote on the budget
who happen to be staff nenbers. An agreenent
does not nean that you rail publicly and present
a |l ot of sweet sounding very good smelling
salvos that the New York State famly has
swal | oned whol e.

No one can blame them but we are
here to remind New York State residents, rem nd
you of the terrible truth about this budget.

The Governor says that there will be $1100 in
savi ngs, but what he didn't say is that that
savings is divided over four years.

Only in this year, the additiona
resources that will have to be spent in ternms of
tuition increases, the additional resources that
i ndividuals will have to spend for adult hone
care for nenbers of their famlies, the
addi tional property taxes that people will have
to pay and, if you don't think they're going to
have to pay them go to the neighboring state of

New Jersey where the taxes on -- |ocal taxes
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have been raised to such an extent that no one
in New Jersey has saved a di me since Governor

Whi t man has conme into office, even though she

has cut the taxes as she prom sed.

And so | think that now that
there has been a proper presentation of every
one's point of view, perhaps we can sit down and
wor k out sone sensible, achievable solutions in
which there will be conprom se on both sides,
but it is only when we -- when we really fulfil
our constitutional mandate, when we cone to
agreenent, that | think we should get up and say
t hat .

On this particular bill, M.
President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson in the negative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Present.

SENATOR PRESENT: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Rath.

SENATOR RATH: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: M. President,
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to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Sal and to explain his vote.

SENATOR SALAND: M. President, a
bit earlier | listened to nmy col |l eague or one of
nmy col | eagues from across the aisle from Monroe
County, give a rather inpassioned denunciation
of what has transpired here and in the course of
his comments nake reference to a Pulitzer
Prize.

Now, | may not be as gifted as
perhaps he, or as acquainted with all of the
vari ous and sundry types of awards associ at ed
with the arts, but | woul d suggest that he nore
appropriately at least for his theatrics, would
be a candi date for an GOscar, and if we want to
stay in that sanme node, | would suggest that the
Speaker is sort of the Phantom of the Opera here
because the Speaker has just sort of been a
spirit, a spirit that has present perhaps
physically, but not in mnd and certainly not in
wi |l lingness to negoti ate.

And is there anyone who can
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negotiate in a vacuun? You have to have sone
give and take. Now, you can't talk to a wall.
You can't talk to a phantom You can't talk to
a chair in which there's a presence that doesn't
want to negoti ate.

Qur obligation was to get a
budget by the 1st of April, and that's what we
endeavored to do. The Governor basically said
during the course of his canpaign that we have
to change the direction of New York. 1Is there
anybody here who coul d di sagree with what has
occurred over the course of the past, | don't
know how nany years, the |loss of jobs, the
di spl acenent of people, the fact that we've seen
oursel ves fall behind virtually every state in
the Union in econom c devel opment and find
oursel ves unabl e to conpete?

Qur CGovernor said, "lI'mgoing to
change that."” No one should be surprised. And
that's what he's endeavored to do with this
budget. You can't operate in a vacuum W have
driven this process. The Governor, the Majority

Leader have driven the process, and the only
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reason why the Assenbly is even at this |ate
date contenpl ati ng a budget after the 1st of
April is sinply because this Mjority, working
with the Governor, has forced themto do it or
they'd still be sitting on their collective
derri eres doi ng absol utely not hing.

M. President, | nust tell you I
agree whol eheartedly with Senator Paterson's
comments that there nust be an agreenent but, in
order for there to be an agreenent, the Assenbly
has to be nore than a nere presence at the
table. They have to be willing to negoti ate.

| vote aye, M. Speaker.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Saland in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Sant i ago.

SENATOR SANTI AGO.  No.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Sears
voting in the affirmative earlier today.

Senat or Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Seward to explain his vote.

SENATOR SEWARD: | rise to
expl ain ny vote.

|'"ve been listening to the
di scussion very intently, not only this
afternoon but all week on the various budget
bail s that we've been passing, and |I've |istened
to the pros; I've listened to the cons and |'ve
listened to the no votes across the aisle.

But let's get to the bottom
line. It's March 31st. |It's time to get to the
bottomline. This house has noved forward. The
bottomline is that we have passed a budget that
hol ds down -- cuts spending in this state. W
have passed a budget that cuts taxes. W' ve
passed a budget that reforns welfare and we' ve
passed a budget by April 1st.

Now, we've reworked the
Governor's original proposal. That's our
obligation. W' ve made sonme restorations -- in
SUNY, ot her higher education progranms, for the
school districts, in health care, the hospitals,

nursi ng homes, other health care areas. But
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we' ve done so within the fiscal constraints that
are the real world.

And what was our alternative this
week? To sit around as the Assenbly has done
and wait for $2 billion to fall out of the sky
from sonewhere? That's ridicul ous.

So, M. President, I'mvoting yes
on this budget bill, as | have the others this
week, and |I'mvoting no agai nst gridl ock,
further | ate budgets, fiscal gimmckry because
that's what we'd have to do to fill that $2
billion hole that the Assenbly is tal king about
and I'mvoting no for higher taxes or deferring
taxes, tal king about deferring taxes as Senator
Dol | i nger has suggested here tonight, and I'm
voting yes for a budget that neets the needs of
the people of this state in a responsible way.
I"mvoting yes for a budget that will get our
econony going and create sone jobs in New York
State, and I'mvoting yes for a budget on tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Seward in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKELCS: | have seen a
coupl e of ny colleagues with whom | served in
the Assenbly together get up and say "M.
Speaker." | don't have those sane psychol ogi ca
scars, because | only had the opportunity to
serve two years in the Assenbly, thank God.

But | do want to rise and start
of f by congratul ati ng our Governor for being a
| eader and presenting a budget that made the
difficult decisions and established paraneters
that this state needs to grow and prosper in the
future.

| want to congratul ate our
| eader, Joe Bruno, for putting together a budget
wWith certain restorations, additional tax cuts
that will be good for the people of the state of
New York, and for making a difficult decision.
We sat here today, and | guess it's your job as

the Mnority to hand up amendnment after
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amendnment after anmendnent, and we took the
shots, but this is a budget that we can go hone
and defend and be proud of with our constituents
who told us to do this, this past Novenber 8th.

Senat or Marcellino, you nentioned
NEWSDAY, and, boy | get nervous when | have to
fol |l ow anot her Nassau Republican and quote from
NEWSDAY. But they said not only what you
nmenti oned about the tax cuts, they said, "But
now it's tinme for Assenbly Denocrats to do nore
than just say no. Still unless Denocrats are
willing to show nore details of their proposals,
what ever they may be, there is no way for
negoti ations to nove forward."

And as to the Speaker, they
menti on he nust |ay sone cards on the table.

"What cuts are the Denocrats willing to nake?

What is their budget? He nmust lay his cards on
the table, and you can't get a budget by playing
solitaire with yourself."

So, Joe, congratul ations on being
the | eader that you are. Ronnie, you did a

great job as our Finance chairmn; our staff.
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This is a budget that we as a Majority can be
proud of and, God willing, this week end,
al t hough nmy guess is there will note be one vote
in the Assenbly this week end by the Assenbly in
terms of a budget because they don't know how
they want to cut, how they want to spend. Quite
honestly, | don't think they know what they want
to do.

So we are proud as a Republican
Majority with this docunment and, hopefully, the
Assenbly will wake up, join the Governor, join
Senat or Bruno, and we will have a budget within
t he next several days.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skelos in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Smith.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Smth to explain her vote.

SENATOR SM TH:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

As | sat here, | sonehow t hought

that the clock had raced forward at | east six
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hours and it was now April Fools' Day because
all 1've heard today is a bunch of fairy tales.

I've heard ny col | eagues spew ng
all about the "Ps", failed policies, posturing,
profiling, politics as usual. But | think the
politics as usual has cone fromthe other side
of the aisle, and I'd like to add a few nore
"Ps" for theml|ike prevarication and
prostituting their credibility and pilfering
fromthe taxpayers and giving us a budget of
pure phoni ness.

| vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Smth in the negative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Sol onon
voting in the negative earlier today.

Senat or Spano.

SENATOR SPANO  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
St achowsKki .

SENATOR STACHOWBKI @ No.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
St af f or d.
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SENATOR STAFFORD: M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford to explain his vote.

SENATOR STAFFORD: |, too, want
to congratulate the Majority Leader, the
Governor, and | would say that it's too bad, but
what Churchill said after the battle of E
Al anmein is rather appropriate here tonight, and
what he said -- and you renenber this was one of
the great battles -- he said, "This is not the
end. It's not the begi nning of the end, but
it's the end of the beginning."

If our Majority Leader had had
cooperation and the Governor had had cooperation
we woul d have the end here. But whether anyone
likes it or not, and those who are not
cooperating, it's the end of the beginning and
the systemis going on and people are going to
real i ze what has been done here.

| want to thank all the staff
peopl e who have wor ked ni ght and day 3:00, 4:00

in the norning getting bills out so that we
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could vote on them all of the staff, affiliated
here with the Senate and in the executive
branch. It just didn't happen and, if anyone
thinks that this wasn't for real, they just had
to be around here at 2:00 or 3:00 in the norning
seeing that people were putting a real package

t oget her.

And | finally say that, you know,
["mremnded -- and | know this is a little com
plicated for us up in the North Country, but |'m
rem nded about the little fellow that kept
hitting hinmself on the head with the hamer
because he felt so good when he stopped.

And you al nost -- you al nost
think that this is what's happeni ng here today,
so we hope that we'll stop hitting oursel ves
with a hamrer, get down to work and, M.
President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stafford in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | do not w sh
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to raise a hamer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Stavi sky to explain his vote.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | sinply want
to rai se consciousness. It's been a | ong week,
a long day, a long session. W're conm serat
ing wwth each other at this stage, but |'ve got
to say you've done your welfare reform You' ve
given the tax breaks to those chi ef executives
who are laying off their enployees in the
private sector, and they're doing very well.
You're giving the tax relief to those who have
"gol den parachutes”. If they're laid off, they
get a bundl e of noney even if their corporations
haven't done well and if their enployees have
been put out to pasture.

You' ve done that. You've been
encapt ured by CHANGE New York, and unl ess
sonmebody is prepared to dance to that tune of
CHANCGE New York and forget about the tradition
of sone wonderful Republican | eaders in New
York, Nel son Rockefeller and Tom Dewey and Loui s

Lef kowitz and Jake Javits, unless the
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i ndi viduals running for office today are willing
to put aside that brand of Republican
enl i ghtennent, they don't stand a chance.

| urge you there's a bal ance
bet ween being an ultra right wing reactionary,
whi ch is what CHANGE New York insists upon
getting for its support, and doi ng somet hi ng
that is nore balanced. W are not in the state
of Nebraska where everybody is called a Senator
and there's a Governor and there is no other
chanber .

Legislation is best introduced
and enacted into |l aw when there is give and take
bet ween two houses, and then and only then it
goes to the Governor, and that's the way it is
in New York State. W are not in the state of
Nebraska. W have to be m ndful of people who
may not be as fortunate as we are and who need
the hel p of governnent.

CGovernnent cane into existence to
provi de services that the people individually
m ght not be able to do for thenselves and if we

find ourselves at the end of the process saying
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we have done well for all New Yorkers including
t hose who don't have the resources to pay for
things all by thenselves, then and only then
will we have a fair budget.

I want this to be a bipartisan
budget. | conm serated with Senator Velella
when he said, "M . Speaker." Lot of people have
been beating up on the Speaker, but | notice an
absence on the Chair. | think Randy Kuhl does a
marvel ous job. Wy do we need a Lt. Governor? |
haven't seen a Lt. Governor in recent weeks or
maybe | onger. Do we need a "Wanted" poster?

"M ssing in Action?" Maybe that's a way to save
noney that you ought to consider but, in the
end, in the absence of the regularly elected Lt.
Governor, | think Randy Kuhl has done a

mar vel ous j ob, and we should conmend himfor his
| eadershi p and his fairness.

(Appl ause).

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
St avi sky, how do you -

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Stavisky in the negative. | was going to give
you another five mnutes, Senator Stavisky,
but -

THE SECRETARY: Senator Trunzo.

SENATOR TRUNZO  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Tully.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Tully to explain his vote.

SENATOR TULLY: Yes, M.
President, to explain ny vote.

I woul d hope that Senator
St avi sky gets a copy of that NEWSDAY editoria
that Senator Marcellino tal ked about, where it
does not say that the CEGs of this state are
getting the tax break, rather that the people
who really deserve it are getting the tax break
under this bill that's been advanced by our
Governor and conpleted by this house with the
gui dance of our great |eader, Joe Bruno, and |I'm
very hopeful, in the interest of ny taxpayers
and those we all represent, and the abysnal
credit rating of this state, that Speaker Silver

who | think is probably the greatest argunent
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for a unicaneral Legislature that |1've ever
heard to date, |I'm hopeful that he reduces his
$1 billion spending demand and returns to
negotiations with a realistic approach.

I'"d like to conplinment our
Majority Leader, Joe Bruno, for bringing a
busi nessman' s approach to Al bany, for conpleting
a budget on tine, in the light of day with no
all night sessions, and a budget that spends
| ess than the year before for the first tine in
over 50 years. Many years ago, Joe, there was a
little kid, after a baseball scandal that said
as he | ooked at one of the players, "Say it
isn't so, Joe. Say it isn't so."

Well, you nust be doi ng sonething
right, Joe, because | am advised and | can
announce that the baseball strike was settled
today and that you brought a budget in on tine
for the first time in over 50 years, so we're
not saying, "Say it isn't so, Joe;" we're
saying, "Let's go with Joe."

Thank you very nmuch. | vote

aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Tully in the affirmative. The Secretary wil |l
continue to call the roll

THE SECRETARY: Senator Velella.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Velella to explain his vote.

SENATOR VELELLA: M. President,
whil e we're handi ng out awards and conplinenti ng
each other, I'd |ike to conplinment nyself for
wi thstanding the rigors of today. | didn't
think I had the stami na any nore to do that.

But et me say -- |I'Il take the appl ause.

But | et nme say, Senator Stavisky,
| appreciate your comrents and your remarks
about all those great Republicans. | assure you
that not all great Republicans are dead
(Appl ause). Take a ook -- take a look at this
side of the aisle. You ve got the Republicans
in their seats because they're concerned about
what's going on in this state. Take a | ook at
your own side of the aisle and how many of them
are there at this |ate hour.

And let ne say that | really
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enj oyed the opportunity of passing a budget in
dayl i ght for a change because you see a | ot of
things that you tend to overl ook, and what | saw
bet ween yesterday and today is $1 billion in
amendnents that you fol ks offered, $1 billion
nore in spending. You wanted to spend on
everything you got a letter about. Anybody
asked you to spend nore noney, you had an
amendnent for it. God bless you. You' re going
to answer for it, | guarantee you, we're keeping
good records on that.

But | said, How are you going to
pay for it? How are they going to pay? | never
heard it fromyou, but we heard fromthe Speaker
how are you going to pay for it. You know that
group of people he was speaki ng about | ast
night, the mddle incone people. His tax
package takes a proposed tax rate of 7 percent
on the mddle incone and he brings it up to
three and three -- seven and three-quarters
percent. That increase is to help pay for your
billion dollars in spending.

And you know t hose 400, 000 of the
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| onest and poorest inconme earners, the |owest
people in society that earn the |east anmount of
noney? W' re taking themoff the tax rolls.
The Speaker wants to keep themon. That's how
you're going to pay for your billion dollars.
That's how you're going to keep your big
spendi ng, and you're going to have to account
for it.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Velella in the affirmative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER  Yes.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Wal don.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wal don to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President, ny coll eagues.

A pall fell upon the Mudville of
the north, Al bany, and the m ghty Casey in the
personi fication of the Assenbly, Senate and the
and Governor struck out, and on the eve of Apri

Fool s' Day, tonfoolery or April foolery, if you

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

3717

wi sh to characterize it as such was practi ced,
because we had a docunent but we did not have a
budget. W made pronises to the people but, if
the truth be known, those prom ses have been
unful filled.

W' ve spoken here about our
desire to restore noney, but if the truth be
known, noney beyond the original anmount proposed
by the Governor has already been proposed and
restored by the Majority, and | assure you that
when this final docunent is done -- and it wll
be done -- that amount of noney wll grow.

Those of us who are nmasters of
words, and we are, we paint beautiful pictures.
Sonetimes the pictures are bleak. | think that
today the picture is very bl eak, because this
picture did not take care of those who are | east
able to take care of thenselves, the people who
need HEOP and SEEK, the senior citizens who wll
suffer if we nove forward as we're noving. And
| think the reason that in this ballganme and
those of us who played the ganme of baseball know

that unless it's rained out or call ed because of
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darkness, there are nine innings at |east, and |
think that Al Wal don knocked the nud out of his
cl eats and dug in deepest when he was sent a
letter, and in that letter it said that the
little receptionist who works for you in St.

Al bans, the clerk who nakes $5,200, will not be
pai d because you, the Senator did not with your
col | eagues, pass a budget.

The beauty of what we do here is
that this is a nine-inning ganme at |east and
sonewhere, sone tine soon we wll have a
budget. Li ke when G bson faced Koufax, this is
a hell of a gane that we're playing, and so |
appl aud, and this is fromthe heart, | appl aud
all of the participants because each of the 61
menbers in this roomreally believe that he's
doi ng the best thing for his constituents and
that's what it's all about.

So permt nme to do the best for
my constituents, because never in ny years in
the Assenbly or in the Congress or here in this
Senat e have people cone into ny office and

physically cried tears. Never has the post
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office delivered to nmy office in St. Al bans and
in the Rockaways, not |etters by the hundreds
wrapped with twi ne but those post office sacks
filled with mail, people concerned. Never has
nmy phone been tied up conpl ai ni ng, noani ng and
groani ng about this budget.

Some of you have advi sed on that
side of the aisle that there were very positive
calls to your offices about the budget. That
wasn't the case in the 10th Senatoria
District. They perceive this with nuch pain and
suf fering.

So sone tinme next week hopefully
or the week after, we will get to the ninth
inning and we will have a budget, and the people
of the state of New York will nove forward. But
until that time, until there's greater effort,
until there's a sensitivity to the little
people, until we stop feeding the rich with the
poor, Al Waldon will have to vote in the no.

Thank you very much, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Wal don in the negative.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Wi ght.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wight to explain his vote.

SENATOR WRI GHT: Explain ny
vot e.

One of his nmenories that | have
of ny first year in the Senate was a conference
over the -- excuse ne, over the issue of the
then budget. Now, | renenber John March
standing up in that conference and tal king about
the tradition of the Senate and how the
Majority, the Republican Majority, inits
tradition was to govern; and | stand here this
afternoon pleased that I'ma nenber of this
house, of this Majority and that we, in fact,
have net our obligation to governnent.

Joe Bruno, under his | eadership,
Ron Stafford, we've advanced budget bills that
have been negotiated with the Governor. As
M nority nenbers, you've had the opportunity to
i ntroduce anendnents. W've all engaged in the

debate. We have phil osophi cal di sagreenents as
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to what the right direction for this state is.
We have differences in terns of our obligations
to our constituencies, but nonethel ess, we
mai ntain the tradition of this house. W
foll owed the process that is expected of us. W
nmet those obligations. W debated. W voted on
and we' ve achi eved a budget.

| think that's an inportant step
in ternms of noving ahead. | think it's a step
that's very consistent with what |'ve learned to
be the tradition of this Senate, of this house
and, as a result, I"'mproud to be here in this
house as part of the Majority noving ahead,
maki ng the process work for our constituents,
neeti ng our obligations, neeting our
responsibilities to the people of this state.

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Wight in the affirnmative.

Secretary will call the
absent ees.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Gonzal ez.
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(There was no response. )

Senat or Hannon.

SENATOR HANNON:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 36, nays
21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO. M. President, can
you now at this time recogni ze Senator Sal and.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you, M.
President. On Suppl enental Cal endar Nunber 1, |
of fer the foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar
Nunber 352, Senate Print Nunmber 3595-A and ask
that the bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Amendnent s are received and adopted, bill wll

retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.
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SENATOR BRUNO: Can we return to
regul ar order, M. President, take up Cal endar
Nunber 354.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will take up Cal endar Nunber 354.

Senator Bruno, there's a

substitution at the desk. W'Il|l ask that be

read.

SENATOR BRUNO Pl ease, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Bruno
noves to discharge fromthe Cormittee on Rul es
Assenbly Bill Number 6498-A and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill 354.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Substitution is ordered. Senator Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO. Is there a
nessage of necessity at the desk, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Bruno, I"'minformed by the Secretary there is a

nessage of necessity here.
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SENATOR BRUNO: Can we vote on
t he nessage, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Mbtion of
Senator Bruno to accept the nessage of

necessity, all those in favor signify by saying

aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
Opposed nay.
(There was no response. )
The nessage of necessity is
accept ed.
Secretary will read the |ast
secti on.
SENATOR PATERSON: M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
wll read the title.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
354, by nenber of the Assenbly Crowl ey, an act
to anend the Racing, Pari-nutuel Wagering and
Breeding Law i n Chapter 281 of the Laws of
1994.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary

wll read the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
can we return to the regul ar cal endar and take
up Cal endar 349.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
w || read Cal endar Nunmber 349.

Senator Bruno, there's a
substitution at the desk, if your pleasure is to
substitute at this tine.

SENATOR BRUNO Pl ease, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
wi Il read the substitution.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Sal and

noves to discharge fromthe Committee on
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Children and Fam lies Assenbly Bill Nunber 6744
A and substitute it for the identical Cal endar
Nunber 349.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Substitution is ordered.

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
349, by nmenber of the Assenbly Wi nstein, an act
to anend the Fami |y Protection and Donestic
Vi ol ence Intervention Act of 1994.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNO: M. President, is
there a nessage fromthe Governor at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
a message of necessity at the desk, Senator
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: Can we nove its
adoption at this time?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Mdtion is
to accept the nmessage of necessity. Al those
in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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Opposed nay.

(There was no response. )

The nessage i s accepted.

Secretary will read the |ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.
Senat or Pat erson.
SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
earlier today | |aid aside Calendar 174 offered

by Senator Skelos. Hi s very able counsel has
answered my questions on this particular bill
If you would like to bring the bill before the
house at this tine, |'msatisfied with the
expl anat i on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Br uno.
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SENATOR BRUNG: No obj ecti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: No
objection. Secretary will read Cal endar Nunber
174.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
174, by Senator Skelos, Senate Bill 425, an act
to anend the Busi ness Corporation Law, in
relation to corporate finance.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 57. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.
Senat or Bruno, we do have sone
housekeeping, | think, at the desk if we could

take care of that now
SENATOR BRUNO. Can we do that,

M. President?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Levy.

SENATOR LEVY: Yes. M.
President, I'd |ike to renove the sponsor's star
from Cal endar Nunber 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Sponsor's
star will be renoved from Cal endar Nunber 60.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Kuhl, please place a
sponsor's star on Cal endar Nunmber 334.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Sponsor's
star is placed on Cal endar Number 334.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you, M.
President. At this tinme we'd like to rem nd the
menber s, Republican nenbers, we'll have a
conference at 2: 00 p.m on Mnday, and, M.
President, there being no further business to
cone before the Senate at this tinme, | nove that
we adjourn until Mnday, April 3rd, and session

at 3:00, intervening days to be |legislative
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days.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Br uno.

There will be a 2:00 o' cl ock
conference of the Majority in Room 332 on
Monday, April 3rd. Al so Senator Bruno wants the
menbers to be remi nded that all nenbers are
subject to call of the Majority Leader over the
next two days. The Senate stands, w thout
obj ection, adjourned until Monday, April 3rd at
3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon at 6:44 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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