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ALBANY, NEW YORK
March 13, 1995
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SENATOR JOHN R KUHL, JR., Acting President
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PROCEEDI NGS.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will conme to order, ask the nenbers to
find their places, staff to find their places.
Ask all those in the gallery and the nenbers to
rise and recite the Pledge of Allegiance with
me.

(The assenbl age repeated the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

In the absence of clergy, nmay we
all bow our heads in a nonent of silence.

(A nonent of silence was
observed.)

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senate,
Sunday, March 12th. The Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent, Senator Farley in the Chair. The
Journal of Saturday, March 11th, was read and
approved. On notion, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,

| am curi ous. I would |ike to know whet her or
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not a nmessage fromthe Assenbly that woul d have
i ndi cated a special session for Tuesday of this
week was included in the Journal for |ast

Thur sday, which is the one that we just read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The desk
informs me that it was not, Senator Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
we are informed that the nmessage fromthe
Assenbly was delivered to the Senate at
approximately 6:00 p.m Wdnesday eveni ng, and
so, if it's not in the Journal, with your
perm ssion, M. President, | would Iike to yield
to Senator Stachowski who woul d read that
nessage such that we can at | east make a record
of the fact that we believe it was subnmitted.

SENATOR SKELCS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: A point of
order. The Chair has indicated that the nessage
fromthe Assenbly was not in the Journal, so |
see no reason for this nessage now to be read if

the Senate has been inforned that it's not been
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filed in the Journal.

SENATOR STACHOWBKI @ M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St achowsKki .

SENATOR STACHOWBKI :  Can we
inquire then if it was -- if it was signed for

by Mary Carey at the Senate desk on Wdnesday
night, then why was it not included in
Thur sday' s Jour nal ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: For those
menbers' information, particularly Senator
St achowski and Senator Paterson, |'minformed by
the nenbers at the desk here, the Secretary,
that it is never and never has been referenced
in the past, so at this point it would be ny
ruling that the Journal essentially is accurate
as it has been in the past.

SENATOR PATERSON:  And -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Al so,
Senator Paterson, |I'minforned by the desk that,
in fact, the Journal that we're referring to now

is the last Journal, and it was not | ast
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Thursday's, that there has been a subsequent
session since that tine when Senator Farley was
in the chair; so that regards to the Journa
reference, it's not the |ast one, not the one
when the Journal woul d have been reported.

SENATOR PATERSON: Well, M.
President, M. President, | understand -

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President, |
believe that a point of order has been raised.
M. President, | believe a point of order has
been rai sed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Yes.
Agai n, Senator Paterson, if you recall what the
Journal or what the clerk -- the Secretary,
excuse nme, read, the reference was to the
Journal of Saturday, March 11th. This was as a
result of the session on Sunday, March 12th, so
the notion on the floor is to accept the Journa
as read.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President, |
woul d at this point withdraw nmy notion, ny point
of order, I'"msorry, ny point of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The poi nt
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of order is withdrawn. The notion on the floor
is to accept the Journal as read.

Al those in -

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, on the notion.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
on the notion.

| understand that the notion that
was read into the -- pertaining to the Journa
today is for Saturday, March 11th. That was a
real tough day. |'msure we all accept it, but
the | ast day that we were actually here -- in
ot her words, that was an intervening |egislative
day. The last day that we were present was
Thursday, March the 9th. On Friday, March the
10th, 1'msure we approved the Journal for
Thursday, March the 9th. [It's just that when we
approved it, we weren't sitting here, so -

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
again I'lIl have to raise ny point of order. |If
we're correcting a reading of the Journal, | be

lieve it would be for Saturday, this past Satur
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day, not from| ast Wdnesday or |ast Thursday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Paterson, is -- do you understand the process
here? W have a notion on the floor to accept
the reading of the Journal, the reading of the
Jour nal being that which was read on Sunday,
March 12th, and your point relative to whether
or not a nmessage fromthe Assenbly was included
in that, | think, has been addressed by Senat or
Skel os and nyself in that it would have been
done prior to that, in a prior session, so if -
if you're insisting that, or if you' re objecting
to the reading of or the acceptance of the
Journal as read, then I'll take a vote on the
notion. |If you're not, then we'll sinply note
your remarks for the record.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
| don't -- |'ve not determ ned whether or not
I"mgoing to object to the reading of the
Journal, the acceptance of the Journal. [|'m
just asking the question whether or not this
nmessage, which actually arrived on Wednesday,

March 8th, what |'msaying, M. President, is
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that I don't have a renedy.

In other words, can you tell ne
when | could have objected to it if -- when I'm
standi ng here today we are actually referring to
Saturday's session? | would have had to cone
here Friday, | don't know what tine the session
started that day, to object to Thursday's
Journal and on Thursday, | could have asked had
it been received on Wednesday eveni ng, but |
couldn't have known that because we were -- we
were actually accepting Wednesday' s Journa
whi ch we accepted, because that occurred before
the tine that the nmessage that I"'mholding in ny
hand was actual ly received.

So I'mjust asking the question,
M. President, in the spirit of cooperation, as
to whether or not the desk ever received this
nessage fromthe Assenbly. |I'mjust trying to
resolve that, and once | know that, | would know
whet her or not | want to object to the -

SENATOR SKELCS: Well, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Skel os.
SENATOR SKELCS: | think we can

-- we're dealing with the reading of the
Journal. If we want to question whether a
nessage was received fromthe Assenbly, we can
do that under nessages fromthe Assenbly. Right
now we're dealing with the Journal of Sunday, so
i f you have corrections to the Journal of

Sunday, that's one thing. If you want to dea

with messages fromthe Assenbly, that's another

i ssue.

SENATOR PATERSON: Well, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: | have an
idea. Wiy don't | argue your side of this
debate? Let's say we wait until nessages from
the Assenbly, and | try to nmention this as a
nmessage fromthe Assenbly and |I'mthen corrected
that the nmessage fromthe Assenbly, the nmessage
we're referring to, are actually from today

which is March 13th. That's the exact sane
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argument that woul d defeat ne on nessages from
the Assenbly that are -- that are beating ne
right now on the issue of the Journal.

What |'mjust sinply asking is,
at what point in this deliberation can | raise
the issue of the fact that | believe that the
nessage was delivered to the desk? | honestly
believe that. | have it here. W have a
signature from soneone who represents the Senate
i ndicating that that nmessage actually got here,
and all 1'"masking, M. President, is when can
put in the record what the nessage actually
says? Is there any point that | can put that in
the record today under our rules that we think
that the nessage has said? | think that we can
do that right now

SENATOR SKELCS: Well, again if
we -- if we -- if we -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: |If we conplete

-- if you're looking to correct the Journal of

Sunday, that's one thing. You want to go to
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nessages fromthe Assenbly and perhaps raise
that issue, then | think that would be a nore
appropriate tine.

SENATOR GOLD: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
ol d.

SENATOR GOLD: May | nake an
inquiry of the Chair?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Certainly.

SENATOR GOLD: The -- the m nutes
that we're being asked to approve are yester
day's mnutes then?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Yes.

SENATOR GOLD:  And | assune that
yesterday there was sone busi ness of the Senate
and the Senate approved the m nutes of the day

-- the Journal of the day before that or sone
other day; is that correct?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: That's
correct.

SENATOR GOLD: Well, ny inquiry

of the Chair is, if | were to have cone
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yesterday and, as the clerk read the Journal, I
stood up and asked for a quorumcall and it was
deternmined that there was no quorum | would
assume that we could not have done any busi ness.
W may not even have had a legislative day. |If
" maccurate, that neans that fromhere on in
for the rest of time, if a Denbcrat were to show
up on one of your |egislative days and call for
a quorum we could really make sonme changes in
the practices of this house.

Now, |'m not saying we want to do
that, but it seens to ne that whether we're
tal ki ng about the Journal of yesterday or
whet her we're tal king about the Journal of five
days ago, that the Deputy Majority -- Mnority
Leader asked the question, and that question is
a proper question and we can avoid a | ot of
procedural hocus-pocus if the sinple courtesy is
given to answer his question and that is,
basically, if | understand it, whether or not
this house acknow edges that a nessage was sent
by the Assenbly over to this house and was at

some point acknow edged formally by this house
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and whether it was yesterday's Journal or
Thursday's Journal, | don't think that's
inmportant. | think we don't want to get
involved in a hysterical procedural situation,
but you m ght be forcing that by telling the

| eader of our side that he can or cannot get the
answer to a question.

So cone to think of it, | guess I
don't have a question, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
| think that anplifies nmy feeling on this
particular issue. | think we all know that, for
pur poses of cooperation, that the days between
our | ast session day every week and the first
sessi on day next week are what we call
i ntervening | egislative days when we're al
runni ng out of the chanber and the Majority
Leader is saying "there being no further
busi ness, the Senate will adjourn until 3:00
p.m, Monday, March the 13th, all days being

| egi sl ative days intervening."
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That's what that refers to. But
the point is that it's alnost in the spirit of
cooperation that we all understand that we're
actually not in the chanber. What | am suggest
ing is that because of that it's being asserted
now in a way such as not to allow ne to seek the
answer to ny question which continues to be
whet her or not the Senate is acknow edgi ng
recei ving the nessage fromthe Assenbly which we
maintain arrived at 6:00 p.m March the 8th,
whi ch was Wednesday and was signed for by Mary
Car ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wl |,
Senat or Paterson, | thought that the Chair had
answered your question, and the answer was and
it was acknow edged, | think, by the people here
at the desk, and that was that a nessage was
received fromthe Assenbly on Thursday norning,
that it was not referenced in the next Journa
or in today's Journal because it has been the
practice not to do that, so that is the answer
to your question.

Now, we're not dealing with that
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acceptance of that day's Journal. W' re dealing
with the acceptance of the Journal of yesterday,
March 12th. That is the notion before the
floor, so if we're hearing no objection to
yesterday's Journal, then the Journal stands
approved as read.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Well, M.
President, that was all | was seeking, an
acknow edgenent fromthis body that we received
a message. \Wether or not it's our procedure to
put it in the Journal is a procedural decision
that we nake. You have answered ny question and
I will not oppose the notion to accept the
Journal, and | thank you very nuch for the
answer .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Jour nal
st ands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.
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Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator Tully.

SENATOR TULLY: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

On behal f of Senator Lack, on
page 13, | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Number 115, Senate Print Nunmber 985,
and ask that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Arend
nments are received and adopted. Bill wll
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator Tully.

SENATOR TULLY: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

On behal f of Senator Goodnman, on
page 6, | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 97, Senate Print Nunber 926, and
ask that said bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Arend
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nments are received and adopted. Bill wll
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Mar kow t z.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: Thank you.
Thank you for allowing ne to express a few
wor ds.

Last week during Senate Cal endar
Nunber 68, S. 211, | nust have run out of the
chanber for a nonent and was not particularly
following the debate and, if | may, | rise today
to express ny opposition in allow ng the
mlitary to recruit on State University canpuses
because it perpetuates and condones discrim na
ti on agai nst gay and | esbian students on State
Uni versity canpuses.

While |I should have expressed ny
opposition to this neasure when it was initially
debated and | shoul d have known that this was
such an inmportant and intense issue for the

| esbi an and gay and ny community of the state, |
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| ooked at the bill froma different
per specti ve.

| looked at the bill fromthe
perspective that the mlitary recruitnment on our
state canpuses woul d expand the opportunities
afforded to sone inner city African-American
youth. Such opportunity woul d increase the
di sadvant aged students' career, path choices and
provi de these young people the education and
di scipline at an early age -- early enough age
to save themfromthe consequences of street
life.

However, | am vehenently opposed
to the mlitary's ban on including gays and
| esbi ans anmong their ranks and for as |ong as
the United States mlitary continues to uphold
this policy of discrimnating against this group
of people, I can not and will not support the
bill.

| am addressing -- | have
addressed the Congressional chairs in Washi ngton
on this issue previously, and now | am nmention

ing it here in the Senate. | find it deplorable
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that this nation's mlitary would institutiona
ize discrimnation, and | strongly feel that the
state nust not allow taxpayer-supported
facilities to be used as a vehicle to sanction
overt discrimnation.

Had | been |istening a hundred

percent with both ears |ast week, | would have

voted "no" on Senate 211 because it's the right
thing to do. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
objection, the record will reflect that, had
Senat or Markowi tz been present in the chanber,
he woul d not have been recorded in the
affirmati ve but woul d have voted in the
negati ve.

Thank you.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, if there
are no other notions, could we go to the
non-cont roversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary

will call the non-controversial cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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31, by Senator Velella, Senate 19-A, an act to
amend the Insurance Law in certain insurance
prem um reducti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

January.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
53, by Senator Rath, Senate Bill Nunmber 208- B,
an act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to prohibiting i ssuance of an order on
bai | upon conviction of a sex offense against a
chi | d.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the

bill aside.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
93, by Senator Farley, Senate 436-A, an act to
anmend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law, in
relation to the fee for a sumer |icense for a
vessel .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novenber .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll. )
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
103, by Senator Vol ker, Senate 1186, an act to
amend the Education Law, in relation to the
practice -

SENATOR VOLKER: Lay the bil
asi de for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
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bill aside for the day at the request of the
sponsor.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Bil
Nunber 131, by Senat or Cook, Senate 418, an act
to anend the Environnental Conservation Law, in
relation to permtting certain direction signs
in the Catskill park

SENATOR PATERSON:. Lay asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
138, by Senator Holland, Senate 466, an act to
amend the Social Services Law, in relation to
access to the statew de register of child abuse
and mal treat nent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Excuse
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nme. Roll call will be withdrawmn. Lay the bil
asi de.

Senat or Skel os, that conpl etes
t he non-controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Controversi al,
pl ease.

SENATOR WALDON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wal don, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| was called outside a few
nonents ago while we were voting on Cal endar
Nunber 93. For the record, | would like it
recorded that had | been here, | would have
voted in the nay, and ny reasons for that, if I
may explain in 30 seconds, is that we're hurting
for revenue in the state in the proposed budget,
and though this is just a snall dimnution of
the revenue, it is a dimnution of the revenue
that will be conming to the coffers of the state
of New York, and that conpels ne to vote in the

no.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection -- Senator Skel os, no objection -
Senat or Waldon will be recorded in the negative
on Cal endar Nunber 93.

SENATOR SKELGCS: No obj ection.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will call the controversial cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: On page 4,

Cal endar Nunmber 53, by Senator Rath, Senate
Print 208-B, an act to amend the Crim nal
Procedure Law, in relation to prohibiting
i ssuance of an order of recogni zance or baill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Rat h, an expl anati on has been asked for by
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR RATH:  Surely, Senator
Pat er son.

The itemin front of you today is
sonewhat different than one that canme before us,
| believe it was a week or two ago. This deals
wi th persons who are convicted and awaiting
sentenci ng, would not apply to someone who has

been accused but not convicted of a felony sex
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of fense against a child under the age of 18.
There was a circunstance in
Genesee County | ast year where a 27-year-old
i ndi vi dual was convicted of first degree sexua
abuse. The victimwas a child under 11 years of
age. The defendant was originally charged with
first degree rape and subsequently entered a
plea of guilty to first degree sexual abuse.
After entering a guilty plea, the
def endant was rel eased to await sentencing.
Wil e awaiting sentencing, the defendant was
again arrested and charged with first degree
sexual abuse acts committed agai nst a six
year-old girl. Now, had that defendant remai ned
injail while awaiting sentencing, the second
i nci dent woul d not have occurred, and | think we
all know that there is a very high recidivism
rate anong sex abusers, and | think the nost
i nportant thing we have to renenber here is that
this is soneone who has been convi cted.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Thank you very
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much, M. President.

Wul d Senator Rath yield to a

guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Rath, will you yield to a question from Senator
Pat er son?

SENATOR RATH: Yes, certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON:  Senat or Rat h,
this may be one of those exanples of a
particul ar situation being highlighted to the
extent that it will actually influence our |aw
maki ng, and on many occasions and this certainly
seens to be one of them this is very good. But
the question | just wanted to ask you on this
particular bill would be, what is the standard
procedure in nost crimnal cases at the point of
sent enci ng?

What this bill will dois
obviously take -- put this into |l egal nandate
and take it away fromthe sitting judge, and I

don't have any real objection to it, but | just
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wanted to know how it deviates fromthe
st andar d.

SENATOR RATH: Well, generally
speaki ng, the judges feel that they have to
grant bail in these cases because these people
are not convicted, so | think in the
ci rcunstance that we're tal king about when
someone has been convicted and considering the
high recidivismrates of sex offenders, | think
that this is the kind of thing we want to
saf eguard agai nst.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON. Thank you, M.
President. That answers ny question. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll. )
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results when tabul at ed.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
131, by Senator Cook.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook, an expl anation has been asked for by
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR COOK: M. President,
there are a nunber of reasons why it mght be
i nportant to have a very detail ed discussion of
this bill today, so |l will try to go back and
talk a little bit about the history and the
rational e and hopefully set at ease sone of the
concerns that very many nmenbers may legitimtely
have about the bill.

If we renmenber the Lady Bird
Johnson novenent, which was to elimnate bill
boards, there was a great concern that our

sceni ¢ hi ghways woul d be blighted by having
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garish kinds of big billboards all over the

pl ace and that we, in fact, passed federa

| egislation that limted that on the interstate
hi ghways and, indeed, the state Transportation
Depart nent has been repeatedly at our door
enforcing those | aws.

I would Iike to reassure every
one, however, that this is not an effort to
punch holes in the "Lady Bird Johnson" |aw, that
this indeed is not an effort to put |arge bil
boards in the Catskill Park. In fact, neither
is it an effort to be able to advertise
aut onobi l e sal es or real estate agents or any of
the other kinds of retail businesses that m ght
normal |y advertise through this medium It is
sinply an effort by which those tourist-rel ated
busi nesses woul d be able to assure their
potential custonmers and clients of the ability
to locate that business if they indeed try to
come into the country and enjoy their
facilities.

Country roads, by their nature,

are very crooked and they have a | ot of branches
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and forks and confusing turns in them and, as
one who resides in the area, | can tell you that
even | find a degree of confusion fromtine to
time trying to locate facilities in those kinds
of roads and would greatly wel cone an occasi ona
sign at one of these forks that would tell ne
that the place to which I -- which was to be ny
final destination was indeed on the right fork
instead of the left fork, knowing that if | went
the wong way, | might go for nany mles and
spend an i nordi nate anount of tine |ooking for
the place in vain and i ndeed possibly getting
| ost and having all sorts of dire consequences.
The purpose of this bill,
therefore, is to be able to establish sonme signs
that would be of a nature, of a size and a color
and a location designated by the Departnment of
Envi ronment al Conservation, such signs to be
| ocated at the intersections such as |I've
descri bed, so that when individuals are indeed
trying to find a particular hotel or a
particul ar restaurant -- and those woul d be the

two kinds of facilities that we're primarily
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tal ki ng about here -- that these directiona
signs woul d be |l ocated at the appropriate
intersections in order to give the traveler the
i nformati on necessary to reach the destination
they sought to go to rather than finding
t hensel ves on a scenic exploration of the dirt
byways and clinbing the nountai nsi des of ny
district.

So the bill is carefully
crafted. It is done in a way where the
Depart nent of Environnmental Conservation
continues to have total control over the size,
the color and the placenent of the signs, and it
is, at the sane tine, going to serve the needs
of both the visitor to the area and the
busi nesses in the area by assuring that people
will be able to find the |ocations.

Senat or Skel os, is that enough
expl anation of this?

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes. That's
fine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair

recogni zes Senat or Paterson.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Wbul d Senat or
Cook yield for a question, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR COCK:  Yes.

SENATOR PATERSON: Has the DEC or
anyone else that's in favor of this piece of
| egi sl ati on considered the proliferation of
directional signs in the actual park? |I nean
don't think -- | think we all enpathize with a
busi ness seeking to naxim ze its contact with
the public through the use of advertisenents,
but what we're wondering is, if each business
has four signs, then how many busi nesses do they

estimate are going to use this? In other words,

t he -

SENATOR COCK:  Senator, the
nature -- the nature of where these particul ar
signs woul d be located -- and renenber they're

only within the park, so they're in areas where
nost of the land is still owned by the state.
The anmount of land that's available for private

devel opnent is very limted, so you consequently
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have only a very few, perhaps one or two of
t hese busi nesses on a given road, and so that
the concern that people m ght have that you're
going to end up with 25 or 30 of these signs at
a given intersection, you can set your mnd at
ease on that point because it will not be that
kind of a situation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Qppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Thank you,
M. President. It's very good, excellent
peri pheral vision there.

Senat or Cook, you just said that
there won't be a proliferation. | understand -
| understand what you're saying, and | think you
understand what |'m about to say. W're talking
four additional signs for a | arge nunber of
busi nesses and hotels and things and, if you add
four times the potential nunbers that want to
have the signage -- and | understand that the
roads do wind and twi st, but we have to have
some way to bal ance these things.

The park, if it has many signs

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

2251

going up init, will lose the -- the openness
and the non-conmercial | ook and the open space
| ook and the integrity which it now has, so we
do have this very conplicated, you know,
bal anci ng act between the needs for business and
the needs for the park to stay open and -- and
as natural as possible.

It's a conundrum and | think
there has in the past been a bal ance struck
bet ween the comrercial interests in the park and
visual integrity of the park, and this bill has
been revisiting us many, many tinmes and it
i nvari ably has not been able to be nmade into | aw
because there are many who see this as an area
that we are trying to preserve as pristine as
possi bl e.

So the Environnental Lobby,
Pl anni ng Lobby is opposed to this bill and there
are several Senators who historically have voted
against it, and they are Senators Connor,
Dol i nger, Gold, Jones, Leichter, Montgonery,
Ohren...Onorato, Smth, Sol onon, Stachowski,

St avi sky and on your side of the aisle, Senators

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

2252

t here have been CGoodman, Hannon, Holl and, Lack,
Padavan, Spano and Vel el l a.

Thank you.

SENATOR COOK: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook.

SENATOR COOK:  Senat or
Qppenheinmer, | wish you' d sort of rem nd the
Envi ronmental Pl anni ng Lobby and fol ks of a very
i nportant fact. The underbrush in these areas
is very thick, and the only place that the birds
have to land to sun thenselves is on one of
these signs and, if we don't have them there
are going to be all these birds aren't going to
have any place to sit, so | wish that we could
get this done.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

Senat or Oppenhei ner, to explain
your vote.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER: | woul d
just like to cormmend the Senator on his really

wonderful creative thinking. | really
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appreciate that, and I will have to give this
i nformati on back

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results when tabul at ed.

Senat or Paterson to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
| just wanted to explain nmy vote by saying again
that we're not trying to limt business but we
do have a certain scenic integrity to our
parks. Many of our parks have becone over
commerci alized, and the reason for our objection
is just that years later, we go and we find out
little bits of land and we try to, in a sense,
hol d them up as being synbols of the society

that lives in a certain tine and we call that
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| andmar k preservati on.

This is an opportunity for us to
preserve |and, to preserve the integrity of the
park. People go to parks often to get away from
directional facilities, fromdirectiona
signals, and we think that perhaps they are
bei ng over-sat urat ed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, how do you vote? Senator Paterson,
how do you vot e?

SENATOR PATERSON: Ch, | vote no,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson voting in the negative.

Senat or Cook to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR COOK: M. President, to
expl ain ny vote.

Probably nost of us have travel ed
in national parks, Yellowstone Park, for
exanpl e, being one of the nost fanpbus, and at
each intersection at these national parks, there

are signs that tell us where the various
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attractions are |ocated, and they have a little
arrow pointing to the left or to the right.

W don't have in the Catskill
Park those kinds of official |ocations, but
neverthel ess the destinations that people -- to
whi ch people want to go are the sane types of
destinations, that is they're the places that
are necessary for people's enjoynent of the
park, and this bill is presented in that spirit
and, therefore, | vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

Senator Tully to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR TULLY: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

I had occasion | ast week to speak
to the Executive Director of the environnental
advocacy group, the Environnental Planning
Lobby, Lee Wassernman, and | asked hima question
as to howit was that he was in opposition to

this particular bill when we had a simlar bil
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in the Adirondack Park sponsored by Senator
Stafford which dealt with signage as well, but
the difference between the two bills being that
besi des geography, that in the case of Senator
Stafford's bill the signage was call ed a ki osk.
Now, it may well be that, in the
Adi rondacks, they've advanced beyond the stage
in that nmountain area or that of the people in
the Catskill area who still call them signs, and
| couldn't really get a resolution, Senator
Cook, as to how there was a difference in
attitude with respect to the position of the
Envi ronmental Pl anni ng Lobby in those two
bills. But | was given to understand by M.
Wasserman that he did understand Senator Cook's
problemin this particular area, the need for
these directional signs to assist |oca
enterprise, and he knew al so of Senator Cook's
deep conmtnment to the environnment, and he
believed that in the not-too-distant future
there would be a way that, once and forever, it
m ght be that they would be working in tandem

jointly for the betternent of the people in that
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community, and this state; and it's for all of
those reasons, M. President, that | join
Senat or Cook in support of this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Tully will be recorded in the affirmtive.

Senator Leichter to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, M.
President. Just to point out to Senator Tully,
because we don't want to appear as if we have
some di sagreenent or aninosity agai nst Senat or
Cook in supporting Senator Stafford's bill where
we woul dn't support Senator Cook's bill. In
fact, | think everybody on this side of the
ai sl e have as great a respect for Senator Cook
as distinguished fromsonme of his bills, but the
di stinction was that Senator Stafford' s bil
i ndeed had been worked out w th environnental
groups and provided for these directional signs
in rest areas of the Thruway and al so had the
i nvol vement of the Adirondack Park -- Adirondack
Park Agency, so | think it had environnental

saf eguards, and | think, as Senator Qppenhei mer
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said, it is a balancing act, but in that
instance | think a good bal ance was struck and |
hope we m ght be able to work out sonething
simlar with Senator Cook and see a bill that

not only is annually going to pass the Senate,
but 1'msure that Senator Cook would like to see
a bill that's going to be signed into | aw.

We understand his problem we'll
work with himand hopefully we will see a good
bill that will help the region and al so help the
envi ronnent and that will be signed into | aw

| vote in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Leichter will be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Number 131 are Senators
Abat e, Connor, Espada, Cold, Holland, Jones,
Kruger, Leibell, Leichter, Markow tz, Onorato,
Oppenhei mer, Paterson, Smth, Stachowski, also
Senat or Goodman, al so Senat or Montgonery. Ayes
36, nays 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
138, by Senator Holland, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law, in relation to access to
the statew de register of child abuse and nmal
treatnent.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hol | and, an expl anati on has been asked for by
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR HCOLLAND: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

This bill allows nental
retardati on and devel opnental disabilities
service providers to access the child abuse
registry in order to check the background of
prospective enpl oyees of non-residential famly
support and early intervention pre-schoo
progr ans.

Currently providers of services
to persons with nmental retardation and devel op
nmental disabilities are only allowed to access

the child abuse registry to check backgrounds of
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persons considered for enploynent in residentia
progr ans.

However, far nore children are
served in non-residential prograns. These
children are often severely disabled and
extrenely vulnerable. It is vital that the
persons entrusted with their care be checked for
a history of child abuse and/ or neglect.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON. M. President,
we are very inpressed with Senator Holland' s
bill and thank himfor his work on it.

Actual |y, one of our nenbers
woul d |i ke to expand the scope of it. There is
an amendnent at the desk and only with your
perm ssion, M. President, we would recognize
Senat or Jones.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat erson, | understand there is an anendment at
the desk. It was duly served.

The Chair woul d recogni ze Senator

Jones.
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SENATOR JONES: Yes. 1'd like to
call up ny anendnent, please, waive its reading
and 1'd like an opportunity to explain it.

| voted -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Amendnent
is at the desk. W'Ill waive the reading.

Senat or Jones to explain the amendnent.

SENATOR JONES: |I'mfully
supportive of what Senator Holland is trying to
do with the two agencies he has in his bill.
However, what |I'masking is if the bill could be
anmended to include an agency that is viable in
my community and perhaps others as well.

The Catholic Famly Services in
Rochest er operates several residential homes.
They have recently been told that they may not

-- the ones that are funded through OASAS, they
may not have access to the child registry to
check on their enployees. They can if the
progranms are funded t hrough Social Services.
However, they have residential prograns that
i nvolve -- do involve drug treatnment and there

are people who -- who are left, children are
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left in the care of people while their nother or
whoever is in treatnent, so they are asking that
they also be included in this so that they could
al so have the opportunity.

| don't think in this day and age
when we're working so hard to protect our
children that we really want to | eave any stone
unturned that does not allow everyone access to
t hese records who needs it and this was a
speci al request of Catholic Famlies in
Rochest er, who does run nany excel |l ent programns
and they are asking to perhaps anend this bil

so that they could be included as well under

QASAS.

SENATOR HOLLAND: May | ask that
we lay ny bill aside and we'll talk to the
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Al
right. At the request of the sponsor, Senate
Cal endar Number 138 is |aid aside.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Recogni ze

Senat or Goodman, pl ease.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Goodman.

SENATOR GOODVAN: M. President,
had I been in the chanber |ast Tuesday, March
the 7th, I would have voted, wi shed to be
recorded -- wish to indicate that had |I been
here on Wednesday, March 8th, | would have voted
in the negative on Senate 211, by Senator
Hol | and.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Goodman, the record will reflect that had you
been in the chanber when that vote was taken
that you woul d have voted in the negative.

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
are there any other bills to be debated at this
time?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: That
conpl etes the controversial cal endar, Senator

Skel os.
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We do have a couple of substitu
tions if you'd |like to do those at the nonent.
Secretary will read the substitutions.

THE SECRETARY: On page nunber 6,
Senat or Goodman noves to di scharge the Commttee
on I nvestigations, Taxation and Gover nnent
Operations from Assenbly Bill Nunber 1700 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Cal endar Number 98.

On page 9, Senator Farley noves
to discharge fromthe Commttee on Banks
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2463 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Cal endar Nunber 151.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, substitutions are ordered.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
at this tinme could we return to notions and
resol uti ons, and woul d you pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Return to

nmoti ons and resol uti ons.
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Senat or Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: | believe there
is aresolution at the desk honoring Gerry
Adans, president of Sinn Fein.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Vol ker, there is a privileged resolution at the
desk. Wsat's your pleasure with regard to
t hat ?

SENATOR VOLKER: We would like to
have you, if possible, read the entire
resol ution, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the resolution in its entirety.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol ution wel com ng the Honorable Gerry Adans,
president of Sinn Fein to the United States and
to the state of New York upon the occasi on of
the American-Irish Legislators Society's Annua
Di nner March 13, 1995.

It's the sense of this assenbl ed
body to walk in the noontide of righteous
resolve, in the eternal Iight of peace with the

i mperi shabl e hope of freedomfor all the nations
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of the world.

Attendant to such concern and
fully in accord with its | ong-standing
traditions, it is the sense of this assenbled
body to welcone to our nation and to the state
of New York the Honorable Gerry Adans, president
of Sinn Fein and fornmer Westm nster Menmber of
Parliament for West Bel fast.

Consistent with Gerry Adans'
commtrment to peace, a determ nation so visible
in his successful effort to suspend the canpaign
of arnmed struggle in the north of Ireland, it is
further the intent of this assenbled body to
register its support for the sons and daughters
of all Ireland as they strive for peace.

Gerry Adans, married with one
son, in 1983, was el ected president of Sinn
Fein, an all-Ireland party which seeks an end to
British jurisdiction in the six northeastern
counties of Ireland, and supports the
unal i enabl e right of the Irish people to self
det erm nati on.

That year, and again in 1987,
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Gerry Adans was el ected the Westm nster Menber
of Parlianment for West Bel fast.

Gerry Adans has witten widely in
freedom s cause. A PATHWAY TO PEACE, in 1988,
one of several of his publications, contains the
passage: "Peace in Ireland is not sinply the
absence of war or conflict; it is the existence
of conditions of justice and equality which
eradi cate causes of the conflict.”

In recognition of Gerry Adans'
commtrent to peace, President Clinton's
adm nistration has lifted the 25-year policy of
visa denial with Sinn Fein. This action which
Gerry Adans has called "courageous”, allows to
address the American-Irish Legislators Society
thi s evening.

In 1993, in talks with the SDLP
| eader, John Hume, CGerry Adans initiated the
process which resulted in IRA' s decision to
announce a conplete cessation of mlitary
oper at i on.

Upon the occasion of its annua

expression of solidarity and shared concern, it
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is the intent of this assenbled body to join
with the American-lrish Legislators Society in
renewi ng our commtment to the MBride
principles, noting in turn the obvious success
of that policy in nurturing the peace process in
Nort hern Irel and.

W nds of March enkindle the
flanes of an ancient dream Let us listen that
we m ght hear footsteps of |ong ago. Like an
Irish echo, history reverberates with the
resilience and consistency of a sacred commt
ment that Ireland m ght be free.

On April 24, 1995, it will be 79
years since Padraic H Pearse, poet, schoo
teacher and princi pal source of Republican
inspiration, read this words atop the steps of
the General Post O fice in Dublin: "lrishmen
and Irish wonmen, in the name of God and of the
dead generations from which she receives her old
tradition of nationhood, Ireland, through us,
sumons her children to her flag and strikes for
her freedom.."

In every walk of Iife, in the
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arts, in the sciences, in the political world,
in every mani festation of the human spirit, the
Irish peopl e have excell ed.

No nation on earth has sent to
the shores of Anerica a people nore spiritua
than the Irish. Throughout the ages, they have
| eft their causes forgotten anong the lilies.
From the node and fromthe texture of that
endownent, the cathedrals and col |l eges of our
nation were built, a heritage largely fornmed,
our Anerican character greatly forged.

Upon the eve of the 1995 tribute
to lreland's greatest saint, St. Patrick, it is
the sense of this assenbled body to walk with
Gerry Adans, with the sons and daughters of
"Cat hl een Houl i han" noting, in turn, with
unswerving affirmation, the words of Padraic
Pearse: "People that |I've |loved, shall we not
answer together?"

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED
that this legislative body pause in its
del i berati ons and nost joyously wel come Gerry

Adans to the United States and to the state of
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New Yor k, commendi ng his commtnent to peace;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat
copies of this resolution, suitably engrossed,
be transmtted to the Honorable Gerry Adans,
presi dent of Sinn Fein, and to the Honorabl e
Ri chard J. Keane, president of the American
Irish Legislators Society, Al bany, New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Vol ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR VOLKER: M. President,
first of all, let me say in behalf of Senator
Hol | and and the Majority Leader and nysel f, that
any -- what I'd like to do is open up the
sponsorship of this resolution. | would suggest
that, unless sonebody objects, that we do the
normal procedure for these kinds of
resolutions. Unless someone objects, everybody
woul d be placed on the resolution. That would
be ny suggesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wth the
acqui escence of the acting Majority Leader, we

will place all nenbers on the resolution except
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for those people who wish to not be on the
resolution. W ask themto identify thensel ves
at the desk.

No objection. Senator Vol ker
continuing on the resol ution.

SENATOR VOLKER: Yes, | want to
say that we fully intended to have Gerry Adams
here and, in fact, he is in the conplex sone
pl ace, but he's been sl owed down today by -
he's got a fever and cold, and so forth, | guess
and we're hoping that, before we adjourn, that
he woul d be able to cone here but it |ooks as if
he may not get here before the Senate recess.

But let nme just say that -- about
this gentleman, that, as sonebody whose
grandf at her cane directly fromlrel and and who
has a great deal of ny famly of Irish descent,
| don't believe that many people realize the
enormty of what this gentleman has done in
| eading his Sinn Fein party to attenpt to find
peace in northern Ireland.

I know from some of ny relatives

how difficult it is for any | eader of the IRAtO
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suggest that the group stop mlitary action if
you want to call it, which is what, of course,
the I RA has been doing, and seek peace by
stopping the killing in Ireland.

That takes a great deal of
courage, by the way, because | think, as many
people are aware in this day and age, once a
course of action is commtted to, it is very
difficult to change it, and | know very well
that it nust have been -- taken a great deal of
soul searching for this man who is very
articulate and who has led his party for many
years in Ireland, to nake the decision that he
di d.

| think there is one thing that |
t hink maybe a | ot of people do not realize, and
that is that Gerry Adans was al ways consi dered
to be a noderate, even while the fighting was
still going on, and that is that | think he
tried to, wherever possible, keep the fighting
to -- down, and it was anong his own people and,
of course, has | obbied for a great long tine to

bring the fighting in Northern Ireland to an

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

2273

end.

He is to be at our Anerican-Ilrish
Legi slators party tonight, and he is to speak to
us. W are nost happy to have him W had, as
| say, planned on having himhere on the floor
of the Senate, but so far it doesn't |ook Iike
he's going to be able to be here, but we do want
to congratul ate himand say that we are very
happy to have himhere in Al bany seeki ng peace.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is there
any ot her nenber wi shing to speak on the
resol uti on?

Senat or Hol | and.

SENATOR HOLLAND: | mght also
say that mnmy great, great grandfather cane over
directly fromlreland, fought in the Gvil War,
just to back up Dal e's coments.

| amvery happy and proud to
wel come Gerry Adans to this house, to this
nation, this city of Al bany, especially during
the week of St. Patrick, but Gerry represents
only the latest |ink between Ireland and the

United States. The hone of our president, the
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Wi te House, was designed by James Hoban, a
noted Irish-Anerican architect. Benjamn
Franklin, the envoy of the American Revol ution,
was received by the Irish Parlianent. Ever
since then, our interests have been joi ned.
Franklin sent leaflets to the Irish freedom
fighters, encouraging themto fight for
freedom

Irish volunteers played such an
i mportant part in the American arny during the
Aneri can Revol ution that Lord Mountjoy said in
the British Parliament that we have | ost Anerica
to the Irish. Charles Stuart Cornell, the
famous Irish nationalist whose nother was born
in Arerica, addressed the Anerican Congress on
Irish freedom Qur two nations, divided by
di stance, have been united by history.

No peopl e ever believed nore
deeply in the cause of Irish freedomthan the
peopl e of the state of New York and no country
contributed nore to building our nation than the
sons and daughters of Irel and.

It was the Irish who worked hard
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wi t hout conplaint to build this Enpire State.
They built the Erie Canal; they built the

railroads. They built famlies and a culture
which is still in presence in our state today.

Many of our ancestors |eft behind
their hearts, their fields and a nation yearning
to be free, but they still came to our shores
with a vision of hope. There are those who fee
that history of pain, war and exile are better
forgotten. There are those who feel that we
shoul d forget the bitterness of the past. There
are those who feel that we should conpletely
start anew, but to really start anew, we nust
under stand t he nmeani ng of pain and bitterness
for the present and the future, and it is the
present and the future of Ireland that today
hol ds so nuch prom se, thanks to this man, Cerry
Adans.

Henry Grattan once said that a
country enlightened as Ireland, commtted as
Ireland, arned as Ireland and injured as
Ireland, will be satisfied with nothing |ess

than liberty.
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Gerry Adans represents that
|iberty. He represents a proud Ireland. He has
led the fight to drive tyranny fromlreland's
shores, and he represents the new and stronger
Ireland. However, as | amsure Gerry can attest
to, there is much work to be done. W in New
York are still united in our Irish brothers and
we will never forget their struggle.

Thi s house was instrumental in
t he passage of the McBride principles. These
principles work for fair enploynent to reduce
enpl oynment di scrimnation at firms doing
busi ness in Northern Ireland. The MBride
principles were first inplenented in 1986. Dr.
Sean McBride, a Nobel Prize Laureate and Irish
citizen, first conposed the MDBride principles
to ensure that U S. conpanies with Northern
Ireland interests did not lend a hand in
creating job discrimnation that occurs agai nst
Catholics in Northern Irel and.

I was proud to sponsor this
i mportant legislation in this Senate. As you

all know, we in New York never forgot Ireland.
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The British have finally cone to the negotiating
table. After 300 years of genocide, peace is
comng to Ireland, and Gerry is part of that new
peace.

My friends and col | eagues,
Ireland' s hour has conme. It has sonething to
give the world, sonething nore, a future of
peace and freedom thanks to Gerry Adans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| rise to join in this resolution
wel comi ng Gerry Adans to New York and to the
Senat e.

| think the history of the Irish
nation's struggle to be a nation is one that's
been replicated and paralleled by the experience
of other subjugated people. As it's often said,
Ireland was Britain's first colony, and its | ast
colony. It was over 800 years since the
(Gaelic), a word in Gaelic, which nmeans the

stranger, and that is the Irish word for English
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stranger, since the strangers cane anongst the
Irish. It was the history that initially

i nvol ved feudal exploitation anmong warring cl ans
and al I i ances, and so on, and evol ved and
certainly has been for at |east 300 years a
struggle for a people to recognize freedom to
express their unique identity, something which
the colonizer in a rather arrogant way never
woul d recogni ze.

Churchill said, Gee, the Irish
are odd; they refuse to be British. And why
not ? They saw this culture subjugated for
hundreds of years. They saw a | anguage nearly
destroyed. They saw a peopl e deci nated 150
years ago by the very great hunger, and the
Irish call it the great hunger because there was
no famne in Ireland from 1845 until 1850.
Record crops were exported to Engl and, record
grain crops, livestock, enough to feed the Irish
people four-fold over. Yet two mllion nen,
wonmen and children starved in the roads and
fields, literally starved to death. MIIlions

nore fled to the new world, starving nasses nany
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of whom died en route. The best estimates are
that a third of the Irish immgrants during that
period were thrown overboard fromthe ships
before they reached New York and Boston. Oten
so-called coffin ships, very seaworthy ships
sunk | aden with Irishnen, wonen and children in
emaci at ed condi tion.

That was political genocide. The
then Queen Victoria deigned to contribute a
penny to Irish famne relief. It was clearly a
political nmove. British politicians said, Wll,
this will further subjugate this island. Before
the great hunger, the Irish peasantry was the
heal t hi est in western Europe. |ndeed, they
averaged three inches taller than the average
Engl i shman, but they didn't control their |and.
They didn't control their political destiny,
they didn't control the distribution of their
own wealth that they created, and they starved
as a result of it.

The Irish presence spread
t hroughout the world. 1In the 17th and 18th

century there were Irish nurseries in the courts
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of Europe and Irish reginments in all the
European armes, the so-called "wild geese"
chased fromtheir hone | and.

In the 18th and 19th centuri es,
Australia, the United States, Canada, the
Cari bbean, saw the Irish land in search of
freedom In sone cases they were | anded in
chai ns anmong the first slaves brought to the new
world in the Cari bbean. They al so experienced
for 200 years the so-call ed penal |aws, whereby
unl ess they abandoned their faith, their
religious faith, they were denied the right to
vote, to be educated. It was a crine to teach a
Catholic in Ireland to read and wite.

Yet they persevered, they
persevered in hedge schools and continued in
every generation to assert Ireland' s right to
freedom and arns.

And so it is we come down to this
day 10 years after the great hunger. W find a
nodern Ireland ready to put down anci ent
divisions, to sit at a negotiating table and to

search for peace. W also find an Ireland that
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doesn't forget its old wongs, but is willing to
buil d upon them a new future.

One thing that has always -- |'ve
al ways found not so remarkable, if you know what
happened 150 years ago, there are organizations
in lreland that are, whenever fam ne occurs in
Asia or Africa or wherever, they're first there
with food because that stinging pain of a
country that lost a third of its population in a
nere five years is ever present in the Irish
nmenory.

Today we wel cone to Al bany Gerry
Adans, sonmeone who has struggl ed, someone who
has been in prison, soneone who has the courage
of years of arned struggle to say, Let's opt for
peace. Let's make politics in Ireland a matter
of negotiation, discussion and put aside the
gun.

On that basis, a new future | oons
for all the Irish people putting aside ancient
di fferences because of sects which were fostered
by the col onial power, and a new hope springs

for aland that is so beautiful and for its many
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sons and daughters throughout the world.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Qppenhei ner on the
resol ution.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER: Wl |, |'m
not Irish by birthright, but I guess |I'm an
Irophile, | think that's the word for soneone
who adnmires Irel and and has been there often by
choice, as recently as a few nonths ago when
was hiking in the very section that Senator
Connor has just nentioned, which is the area
that got -- after the fam ne the people |left
their farms and there was absolutely no farm ng
going on there now. |It's the area called
Connemara, it's kind of an isolated area that
has a whole | ot nore sheep than it has people in
very scattered small comunities, but it's a
very beautiful area to walk in, and | wal ked for
a week froma very snmall town called Linnan.

Last night, | saw a play on
Broadway that was witten by Brian Friel, who

gave us Dancing at Manassah about four years
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ago, and this is a play that deals with the very
subj ect that Senator Connor was tal king about,
that is a hedge school, and about the people
trying to maintain their |anguage, their
heritage by not |earning English, by not being
co-opted, and it's a beautiful play. | urge you
all to see it. It just came to Broadway.

I have been working for severa
years now as co-chair of the Irish Northern Aid
Committee here in Albany, and | so
wel come Gerry Adans to -- to Al bany and his
search for peace and his desire. | praise his
burning desire to nove fromthe viol ence that
has di srupted the whole country to a peacef ul
resolution. It is such a wel coned change,
feel that if the PLO and Israel can sit down
toget her, then surely England and Northern
Ireland should be able to work out sone accord,
and | wi sh them Godspeed, and |'mjust very
delighted that Gerry Adans cane to Anerica and
that our President opened his arns to himand
said, W welcone you. W urge you to continue

your search for peace, and we are not going to
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be tied into the follies of the past.

And | also hope that he will fee
better shortly. | understand today he has the
flu and a raging fever. So far he is managi ng
to continue on in spite of all these i medi ate
problenms. He's an adm rable person who is
wor ki ng for peace now.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Espada.

SENATOR ESPADA: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Gerry Adans is a vessel in which
a path towards peace can be achieved. He was
t he enmbodi nent of a global lesson in norality
and in courage, and so the people of the 32nd
District, through their servant here in the
Senate, salutes this type of courage. W seek
to learn fromit, we identify with it and once
again, we salute it, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Al'l those in favor signify by
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sayi ng aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
Opposed nay.
(There was no response. )

The resolution is unani nously

adopt ed.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President,
wi t hout objection, | should |ike to be recorded

in the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 131, Senate
418.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senator Stavisky is recorded in the
negati ve on Cal endar Nunber 131.

Senat or Santi ago.

SENATOR SANTI AGO. M. President,
may | request that | be recorded in the negative
on Cal endar Nunber 131.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senator Santiago is recorded in the
negati ve on Cal endar Nunber 131.

SENATOR NANULA: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Nanul a.

SENATOR NANULA: W't hout objection
I, too, would Iike to to be recorded in the
negati ve on Cal endar Nunber 131.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senator Nanula is recorded in the
negati ve on Cal endar Nunber 131.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or

Skel os.
SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
we'll just stand at ease for several nonents.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will stand at ease for several nonents.

(The Senate stood at ease from
4:10 to 4:16 p.m)

SENATOR SKELCS: M. President.
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senate
will cone to order.

SENATOR SKELCS: Could we first
have a little order in the Senate, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: "Il ask

the menmbers to find their chairs, ask those
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joining us to find a place around the outside,
ask you all to kindly give your attention to
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
at this tinme would you recogni ze Senator Hol |l and
for the purposes of an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Hol | and.

SENATOR HOLLAND: M. President,
"Il be very brief. | won't repeat the two-page
speech that | read before, but it really is ny
pl easure to wel conme Gerry Adans on behal f of
everyone in this state and everyone in this
house to the state of New York and to the city
of Al bany.

W -- nmany people in this house
are of Irish descent. W're very proud of what
you' ve done, the freedomthat you' ve brought to
Ireland and Northern Ireland, and we anticipate
that that will continue, and I know that you
want to say a few words. W'd just like to say
wel come, thanks for com ng, and wi sh you God

speed and good | uck, not only in your fund
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rai sing, but your bringing freedomand the
counties of Ireland altogether.

Vel cone.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
at this time, I'd ask unani nous consent if our
di sti ngui shed guest coul d address the Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
objection, the Chair will recognize the
Honor abl e Gerry Adans and ask himto take the
favorabl e spot up here on the dais to address
all of you. Such notables as General G aves,
Superi nt endent of West Point and Lou Carni secca
have addressed the body fromthis point, and
we'd ask CGerry Adans to do the sane.

The floor is yours.

THE HONORABLE GERRY ADAMS:

Senators and the President, can
thank you for the wel conme you have given ne here
and for the opportunity to address you. | want
to thank you for the work that has been done by
the different Senators in this house, and to
this house the nessage whi ch has been sent right

back to Ireland and right back to the British
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occupi ed part of Irel and.

The people fromdifferent back
grounds coming to this country and people from
my own country com ng here have not forgot the
cause of freedom and justice and peace.

Your spirit has set a | eadership
role on issues of justice against discrimnation
and support of the MBride principles and on
ot her issues of denocracy, and | think we back
in lreland have not yet peace, but a space in
whi ch peace can grow and that we, as we continue
to wi den that space and to broaden that space, |
amsure that we will continue to have the
support of the people here assenbl ed.

St. Patrick's Day is a very
special tine for Irish people, Protestants and
Cat holics, agnostics and pagans, and | was asked
by soneone next door, what about the Jews, and
Jewi sh Irish as well, together do enjoy the
creativity of Ireland, to enjoy what we are and
our diversity and in our right to be free and to
live at peace with ourselves and at peace with

the other island, John Bone's island.
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St. Patrick's Day is a speci al
day because it conmes at a time when all those
possibilities have opened up for us. For the
first time in 25 years, and sone would say for
75 years, we actually see a future free of
conflict wwth the absence of injustice and in
the presence of freedom

So | thank you all for your
support, for the honor you have given ne today
and those who | represent back in Ireland, and |
wi sh you all a very healthy St. Patrick's Day.

Thank you. Thank you, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
was out of the chanmber at the tine of the
resolution. | really just want to add my voice
to so nmany others in welcom ng Gerry Adams
here. W all know what kind of courage it takes
to separate yourself fromwhat is going on and
what people consider to be a nornmal way. It

took a lot -- took a |ot of courage, a |ot of
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vision, a lot of wisdom So he's a real |eader
and |I'mjust honored to have himin the chanber,
M. President, and just want to wi sh hima happy
St. Pat's and a great, great week and a safe
journey throughout New York State and the United
St at es.

(Appl ause).

M. President, there being no
further business to cone before the Senate, |
nove that we adjourn until tonorrow at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, the Senate stands adjourned until
tonorrow, Tuesday, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon at 4:25 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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