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ALBANY, NEW YORK
January 23, 1995
3:01 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JOHN R KUHL, JR., Acting President
STEPHEN F. SLOAN, Secretary.
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senate
will conme to order. W ask the nmenbers wil |
take their chairs, visitors to find a
seat .

If you will all rise with ne and
join in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American
flag.

(The Assenbl age joined in the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

In the absence of clergy, | would
ask all of you to bow your heads in a nonent of
si | ence.

(Wher eupon, there was a nonent of
silence.)

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senate,
Friday, January 20. The Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. Senat or Hobl ock in the chair upon
desi gnation of the Tenporary President. The
Jour nal of Thursday, January 19, was read and
approved. On notion, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hearing
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no objection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports from sel ect conmittees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Bruno, that brings us to
the calendar. What's your pleasure?

SENATOR BRUNO: M. President. |
woul d now Ii ke to take up the reading of the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
wi Il read the noncontroversial cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1, by Senator Cook, Senate Bill Nunber 289, an
act to anmend the Agriculture and Markets Law, in
relation to agricultural practices.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
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bill aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
2, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Bill Nunber 514, an
act to anmend the Agriculture and Markets Law.
SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
6, by Senator Holland, Senate Bill Number 34, to
rel ocate the Spring Valley Toll Plaza of the New
York State Thruway.
SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
8, by Senator Levy, Senate Bill Nunber 369, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to authorizing the proration of
regi stration fees.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect Septenber next succeedi ng
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the date on which it shall have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
11, by Senator Tully, Senate Bill Nunber 188, an
act to amend the Penal Law, in relation to
sexual performance by a child under the age of
18 years.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
13, by Senator Holland, Senate Bill Nunber 205,
an act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to expenses for extradition.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

SENATOR HOLLAND: One day,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:
Tonorrow s cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNO: M. President.
Can we now have the controversial reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
wi Il read the controversial cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1, by Senator Cook, Senate Bill Nunber 289, an
act to anmend the Agriculture and Markets Law, in
relation to agricultural practices.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook, an expl anation has been asked for by the
Mnority Leader.

SENATOR COOK: M. President. In
nodern farm ng, aerial spraying has becone as
much an accepted practice as | suppose a hundred
years ago plowing was. It is a very inportant
thing to be able to spray the crops. As we have
tried to encourage agriculture in the nodern era
in New York State, we have to be able to do the
things that make us conpetitive, make our
farmers conpetitive with people in other
st ates.

When you are dealing with a crop
such as corn, for exanple, where you really
can't take a wheel ed vehicle over the field when
the crop is nearing maturity, it is very
i mportant to be able to apply pesticides by air,
and this bill sinply adds aerial spraying as
one of the accepted agricultural procedures
that is protected under the "Right to Farnf
| aws.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President. Wuld Senator Cook yield for a
guesti on?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook, do you yield to Senator Paterson?

SENATOR COCK:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President. My question to Senator Cook is that
woul dn't you know that the Departnment of
Envi ronment al Conservation, having the ability
and having the uses of pesticide control -- they
have a pesticide branch. They have ot her
utilities at their disposal that the Departnment
of Agriculture and Markets does not. Don't you
think that they would be better to conduct this
kind of reviewin the first place?

SENATOR COOK: M. President.
The Departnent of Environnmental Conservation
exerci ses very strong, rigid oversight over any

kind of aerial spraying. They have to -- the
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sprayer, for exanple, has to be |icensed by the
Departnent. They have to use procedures that
are acceptable by the Departnment, in fact, even
under national standards.

The problemthat we have had is
that persons -- perhaps they don't |ike the
noi se of the airplane flying over the house, or
for whatever reason -- have tried to interfere
with the right of farmers to utilize airplanes
for this purpose, and so we now have farnmers who
we have said in other contexts -- for exanple,
we have said it is inherent in the operation
that a tractor is going to make noi se when it's
plowing a field; and, therefore, even though it
is an inconvenience, if the farmwas there
bef ore the housi ng devel opnent was built, that
tractor noise is part of the fact that it's a
farm ng operation.

W're sinply adding to that that
aerial spraying is an inherent part of that
farm ng operation. That does not take them out
fromthe oversight of the Departnent of

Envi ronment al Conservation. They have to conply
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with all the standards that are established by
the Departnent. They have to go through the
training. They have to be licensed. All the
procedures have to be the nationally- and

st at ewi de- accept ed st andar ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President. |f Senator Cook would yield to
anot her questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook vyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: This is just
not a question of a nuisance as in a noisy
tractor which is inherent in the operation.
During the decades of the '50s and ' 60s, we had
i ndi vidual s who were victimzed by the spraying
of pesticides such as DDT and were assured by
our governnent that this was safe. Now
national |y DDT has been outl awed, not because
it's a nuisance but because it's a hazard and
particul arly because it's a health hazard.

What | am aski ng, Senator Cook,
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is, don't you think this kind of aerial spray,
sonet hi ng that has been inherently dangerous in
this state and in the country, is something that
we woul d want to reserve for the Departnent of
Envi ronnment al Conservation? | understand your
poi nt that you might feel that they are rigid at
times, but if there is an environnentally sound
reason to have the Departnment have sole contro
over an issue, if there was one tine we would
want strictness, | would subnmit to you, Senator
Cook, that this would be exactly the tinme, the
aerial spray of pesticides.

SENATOR COCK: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Cook.

SENATOR COOK: To repeat nyself.
This bill does not renobve the oversight that is
currently being exercised by the Departnment of
Envi ronnmental Conservation. |t does not say
that you can spray regardl ess of the
circunstances. It does not say that the
Depart nent of Environnental Conservation can not

continue to exercise its control or its
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regulation or its inspection or anything el se.
It sinply says that given that |evel of
regul ati on, people can't stop farners from
sprayi ng sinply because they don't l|ike the

nui sance of having an airplane flying over their

house, which is basically what we're dealing

Wit h.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President. | think Senator Cook has satisfied

my questions by his answer both tines.

On the bill, I would just like to
submt to the rest of ny coll eagues that the
aerial spray of pesticides is nore than just the
nui sance of an airplane flying overhead, and I
think that this bill is actually rather
sensitively constructed. Senator Cook is
right. They do not solely restrict the
Depart nent of Environnmental Conservation.

But what we are saying is that
this type of situation, the aerial spray of

pesti ci des, has been so dangerous in the past
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that we woul d not even want to |limt or scale
back, by having an opinion stated by the
Commi ssi oner, at any point, the purview that the
Depart nent of Environmental Conservation has.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Qppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  |'m sorry |
was four mnutes late. W are really starting
on time, aren't we, M. President?

Therefore, |I'mnot exactly
certain what's been said before | got here, but
| want to nention on this bill that the EPL
strongly opposes this for reasons that we have
di scussed in past years. Basically, it's very
difficult to control spraying, particularly in
subur ban areas where houses are right on top of
each other; and while we were told many years
ago that DDT was perfectly harm ess, we now see
t hat substance has been banned after very
serious and deadly cases arose fromthe very
serious health risks invol ved.

To liken this to farm probl ens

like the noise fromtractors or the snmell from
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manure is just not realistic. W are talking
about substances that are in air currents that
may possi bly be carci nogens and can inplicate
the health of many people in surroundi ng areas,
and | feel it is fundanmentally different from
the other farm practices that we have been
di scussing and that we have tried to protect.

So for that reason, for the
serious possible inplications of aerial spraying
of pesticides, | would urge a no vote, as does
EPL.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Dol linger on the bill

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President. WII the sponsor yield just to one
guesti on?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Cook, do you yield to Senator Dol linger?

SENATOR COCK:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | apol ogi ze,

Senator, | didn't hear the first part of the
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di scussion about this bill, but | just wanted to
ask you, do you have any specific instances in
this state in which aerial spraying of crops has
been determ ned to be a private nuisance and the
courts issued an injunction banning aeria
sprayi ng because it was a public nui sance?

SENATOR COOK:  No.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Are there any
specific instances that this refers to?

SENATOR COCK: M. President.
There have not been any cases where the Court
has specifically hneld that the spraying could
not be carried out. There's been instances
wher e peopl e have conplained to the Depart nment
of Environnental Conservation. The Depart nent
has gone to the farm has | ooked at every part
of the operation, has deternined that it was
bei ng done neticul ously in conpliance with the
regul ati on and people have still continued to,
for want of a better word, harass the farmer
about this and for the only -- the only reason
that one could determ ne was the nere nui sance

of the noi se.
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SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Seens to ne,
M. President, just on the bill that -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Dol I'i nger on the bill.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  -- the system
has worked reasonably well to date, and there
have been no findings of public nuisance that
t he sponsor knows of, and | personally would
feel nore confortable leaving it to the courts
to bal ance those interests about whether the
aerial spraying is causing the kinds of problens
t hat Senator Cppenhei mer made reference to or
whether it's deleterious to the farmer. | would
| eave this to the courts and not enact this
bill.

I will be voting in the negative,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is there
any ot her Senator wishing to speak on the bill?

(There was no response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hearing
none, the Secretary will read the |last section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 1 are Senators
Abat e, Connor, Espada, Gold, Jones, Kruger,

Lei chter, Levy, Markow tz, Mendez, Montgonery,
Oppenhei mer, Paterson, Sol onon, Tully, also
Senator Dollinger. Ayes 37. Nays 16. Also
Senator Onorato recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.
Secretary will continue to read.
Senat or Lei bell?
THE SECRETARY: Al so Senat or

Lei bell in the negative on Cal endar Nunber 1.

Cal endar Number 2, by Senat or
Kuhl, Senate Bill Nunmber 514, an act to anend
the Agriculture and Markets Law, in relation to

the duties of the Conmm ssioner of Agriculture

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

260

and Mar ket s.

SENATOR PATERSON:. Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
6, by Senator Holland, Senate Bill Number 34, to
rel ocate the Spring Valley Toll Plaza of the New
York State Thruway.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hol | and, expl anati on has been asked for by the
Acting Mnority Leader.

SENATOR HOLLAND: M. President.
This is a bill that has passed this house a
nunber of years and passed | ast year 57 to
not hi ng.

The Spring Valley toll barrier is
a barrier that runs across the mddle of the
Thruway in the center of Rockland County. Mbst
other toll collecting facilities on the Thruway
are at an entrance or an exit. This is, |
believe, really unfair to the citizens of O ange
and Rockl and County. It stops -- it charges

them 80 cents nmeking the tour -- making the
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cross the -- the county and no other -- or very
few other counties that happens in.

If you take the tolls fromthe
Harriman barrier to the Yonkers barrier, the
tolls on the New York State Thruway are about 25
percent, and it's 9 percent of the mleage. W
i n Rockl and and Orange County pay an unfair

percentage of the tolls on the New York State

Thr uwnay.

| amtrying to get this noved so
that that will not only give us a fairer anount
of tolls but will also inprove the air quality

in the County of Rockland and the County of
Orange. Since Route 287 -- do you know what 287
is? It's the new beltway that cones around the
City of New York. It enters the Thruway at
Suffern, and trucks and vehicl es have an
opportunity to go north to Stewart Field, the
Newbur gh- Beacon Bridge to Boston, et cetera, or
across the Tappan Zee Bridge. Since 287 cane in
just recently, the nunber of trucks has

i ncreased 100 percent on the Tappan Zee Bri dge.

It's fallen off appreciably on the George
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Washi ngton Bridge. It is unfair to put that
ki nd of burden on Rockland County and is not
done in many other areas in the State of New
Yor k.

| believe this toll barrier
shoul d be noved fromthe center of our county
and put back at the entrance of 287 so that we
can catch trucks and private vehicles com ng
into the Thruway, whether they are going north
to Stewart Field, et cetera, or across the
Tappan Zee Bri dge.

| don't know how many of you have
gone down Route 95 to Washington, D.C., or
Ri chnond; but as you enter, on that 95, a
different state, you will find a toll barrier on
each and every state collecting as you hit the
state. | do it often. | don't find it unfair,
and | don't think the people entering the State
of New York would find it unfair, either.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President. Wuld Senator Holland yield for a
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guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hol | and, do you yiel d?

SENATOR HCOLLAND:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senat or
Hol | and, | have made those trips that you are
descri bing. Fortunately for the state and the
Thruway, | have never driven them but the
gquestion that | have for you is, the New York
State Thruway Authority has a menorandumin
opposition and they calibrate the expenses to
nove that toll at $100 million dollars. Now,
that sounds a little bit in excess to ne, and |
assurme it would for you, so | just wanted to
know if there is a fiscal inpact notice or how
much it would cost?

SENATOR HOLLAND: | do not have
the figures, Senator. But, yes, it is
ridi cul ous because the total cost was $100
million. | doubt just to add toll barriers

woul d cost the sane anpunt as to put in the
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entire road facility.

Yes, sir, | don't have the
figures that you are | ooking for, but I'msure
it could be done.

Let ne tell you another thing
that the budget of the Thruway -- the
col l ections of the Thruway Authority annually
are about $300 mllion, and their naintenance -
their budget is about $200 million. | don't
know where the rest of that noney goes, but |'m
sure they have excess noney that they roll over
every year for things that have to be done. W
had a recent neeting with M. Shaffer and ot her
menbers of the Thruway Authority, and they told
us that they just didn't have the noney to do
it.

However, if you recall, recently,
Senator, there was a rock that fell down in the
County of Westchester on top of a woman's car.
There was no di scussi on about noney at that
time. They renoved all the rocks up and down
the Thruway and had the necessary funds to do

it. | think they can find the necessary funds
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to nove this toll barrier, as well.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Markowi tz on the bill.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: Thank you
very, very nuch

Senator Holland, if | was the
Senator in your conmunity, | would advocate
exactly what you are advocating this afternoon.
But | want to keep with -- in this instance,
wi th the Republican agenda.

W don't have the noney to spend,
Senator Holland. 1'msorry. You are going to
suggest to nme that we should spend the precious
dollars in our state budget? Governor Pataki is
goi ng to have enough chal |l enges. You are asking
us to take sonme noney away nmaybe from Medi cai d
reci pients, for instance, and renove your
barrier for the fol ks in Rockland County who,
obvi ously, feel that we are spending too nuch
gover nment noney because, judging by the results

-- and | know the results up there in this
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recent election -- | want to keep with the
spirit of the residents in Rockland County, "Do
less with less.”

And so it seens to ne that if
Br ookl yn resi dents have to spend to go two
mles, fromBrooklyn to Staten Island, six
dol l ars, or we have to go from Brooklyn to
Manhattan and we're charged six dollars, well,
you know what? | have no tears for the
resi dents of Rockland County.

SENATOR HOLLAND: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Qppenhei mer.  Senat or Hol | and?

Senator Hol l and, | have severa
ot her menbers who have asked to be recogni zed.

SENATOR HOLLAND: | would like to
j ust answer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: And |
didn't hear a question.

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER: | f Senat or
Hol l and woul d |ike to give an answer before the

qguestion, that would be very clever of him
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G ve your answer.

SENATOR HOLLAND: Thank you
Senat or .

Senat or Markowi tz, you
understand, this is an authority. This does not
come out of the state budget. This is a user
fee. Only cones fromthe people who use the
Thruway. Your comments were, |'msorry, but
incorrect in this particular situation.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Senat or
Hol Il and, if you would yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hol | and, do you yield for Senator Qppenhei ner?

SENATOR HCOLLAND:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  I'mtrying
to understand the logistics of this. Were you
want the toll barriers to go, to be established,
how far distant is that from where they
presently are now?

SENATOR HOLLAND: It's maybe

three or four mles. It's not a |ong distance.
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It's just that as the beltway comes around the
City, it attaches to the Thruway at Suffern, New
York, and the people at that point have an
option of going north or across the Tappan Zee
Bridge. So it's not the distance. It's just
the | ocati on.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Woul d you
yield for another question?

SENATOR HCOLLAND:  Sure.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  The second
toll barrier would still be in your -- would
still be in Rockland County. |Is that correct?

SENATOR HOLLAND: Yes. It would
be on the Jersey line in Rockland, yes.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Then yiel d
for one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
continues to yield.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Then you're
saying we would acquire a lot nore revenues if
we were to nove the toll? I'mtrying to find
out why we're noving a toll barrier three

mles. | can't find a justification. 1Is there
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addi ti onal noni es invol ved?

SENATOR HOLLAND: Ckay. The
reason | want it noved is because | think it's
unfair to the people of this county, just as I
feel that the Yonkers toll barrier is unfair to
t he people of your county, because it is in the
center of the Thruway. It is not at an exit.

It is not at an entrance. People do not have an
option of getting on or not getting on or
getting off, et cetera. That's the reason.

The conment about the cost, since
287 came through, the nunmber of trucks has
doubl ed across the Tappan Zee Bridge, and it
will increase as nore truckers find out about
the route; and, hopefully, we will be able to
encour age sone of those trucks that are going
north to Boston, et cetera, to go north on the
Thruway and across the Newbur gh-Beacon Bri dge,
et cetera, rather than coni ng across the Tappan
Zee Bridge and running through the center of
Rockl and County and the center of Wstchester
County. But the increase in the income has

al ready gone greatly up, Senator.
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SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Thank you,
Senat or .

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Oppenhei mer on the bill.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  The fact of
the matter is | have the exact sane situation in
my district. W have the New York State
Thruway, called the "New Engl and Thruway" in
this area, and we have a toll barrier that is in
the mddle of a comunity, New Rochelle, and we
bear a substantial anount of the ridership, the
traffic of the New York State Thruway in this
very limted area. It runs -- we get 25 percent
of all the traffic of the New York State Thruway
on this little piece that's called the New
Engl and Thruway that runs up into Connecti cut
from Portchester in ny district.

And | feel that if we advocate
that for Senator Holland's district, then we
ought to advocate it for all those toll barriers
that are placed in the center of communities, as

you nentioned, and in areas that are extrenely
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heavy trafficked. W are accustoned to hopping
onto the New Engl and Thruway and payi ng our
dol I ar because that was what existed between the
two exits that | had to get on fromny office
and off frommy hone; and while the dollar
burden was not, you know, awesone, excessive,
the fact is it's a nuisance. So |I feel if it's
a nui sance for Rockland County, then it's also a
nui sance for the Long Island Sound part of
West chester County, and | think there are two or
three other places in the Thruway that have
simlar situations.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Sol onmon on the bill.

SENATOR SOLOMON: Thank you, M.
President. M. President, will Senator Holl and
yi el d, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hol l and, will you yield to Senator Sol onon?

SENATOR HOLLAND:  Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

yi el ds.
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SENATOR SOLOMON:  I'mgoing to
preface this by a statement. As | recollect,
your predecessor, while he was in the Assenbly,
unfortunately, before you canme to this chanber

-- in fact, I think it was Senator Bruno who
related the story to us, when Senator Bruno
many, many years ago worked for the governor's
staff, that Assenbl yman Levy was sonmehow able to
persuade the Rockefeller adm nistration that
they needed a new exit on the Thruway for
Rockl and during a particularly difficult tinme.
| guess, during the budget debate, Senator Levy
felt that it was inportant that that be included
in the budget.

SENATOR HOLLAND: | renenber
t hat, Senator.

SENATOR SOLOVON:  |'m j ust
curious whether that |ocation of the tol
barrier relates to this particular exit and it's
| ocated there because this additional exit was
put in?

SENATOR HCOLLAND: No. No,

Senator. The exit is the Airnont exit, and
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there is no toll on the Airnmont exit either way.

SENATOR SOLOMON:  Senator, | know
we can't get into an exchange. |If you wll
yield to anot her question?

SENATOR HCOLLAND:  Yes.

SENATOR SOLOMON:  Was this toll
barrier placed after the | ocation of the new
exit or prior to the location of the new exit?

SENATOR HOLLAND: Wi ch way are
you coni ng?

SENATOR SOLOMON: Let's do it
both directions, if I"mcomng north and then
you can answer it if |I'mcom ng south.

SENATOR HOLLAND: Comi ng across
t he Tappan Zee Bridge, the toll barrier comnes
before the Airnont exit if you' re com ng across
t he Tappan Zee Bridge goi ng north.

SENATOR SOLOMON: | 'msorry. Let
nme rephrase the question. Was the toll barrier
erected after the new exit was opened, or prior
to the opening of the new exit.

SENATOR HOLLAND: No, it was

erected | ong before.
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SENATOR SOLOVON:  Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President. Wuld Senator Holland yield for
a guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hol | and?

SENATOR HOLLAND: Yes, ma'am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: He
yi el ds.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
Senator. Senator Holland, do you have any idea
how much we just spent or the Thruway just spent
on the new adjustnments to the exits at 15 and
15A?

SENATOR HCOLLAND: Zero.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: The Thruway
spent zero on it?

SENATOR HOLLAND: It was all
f ederal noney.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: Al

f ederal .
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One ot her question, if you will.
The -- you say that New York state has -- this
is not New York State noney. This is the
Aut hority's noney, Thruway Authority.

SENATOR HOLLAND: If you are
still tal king about 287 coming in and that
entrance there, all of that $100 mllion that we
tal ked about before was federal noney.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: The nobney
that woul d be used to nake the change that you
are -

SENATOR HOLLAND: The noney t hat
woul d have to be used to make the change woul d
be Thruway, yes, nmm'am

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: |'m j ust
trying to figure out if there is any
rel ati onship between the State's bondi ng
authority and the Thruway Authority's financing
of such a project. Wuld we have to approve of
themto do additional bonding for that, do you
know?

SENATOR HOLLAND: | don't think

so, Senator, and I'mwlling to be corrected on
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this. | believe it's the Thruway Authority that
does that.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON:. M.
President. |f Senator Holland woul d i ndul ge ne
for one further question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hol | and, do you yield to Senator Paterson?

SENATOR HCOLLAND:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON:.  Senat or
Hol | and, you said a nonent ago that the $100
million that originally built that area was
federal noney. |Is that correct?

SENATOR HOLLAND: Federal noney,
yes, sSir.

SENATOR PATERSON: Right. But
you are also saying, and this is what | don't
understand -- you then just said that the noney

to make the change woul d be Thruway noney.
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SENATOR HOLLAND: Yes. If we
nove the toll barrier, | believe that would be
Thr uway noney.

SENATOR PATERSON: Al l right.
Well, then -- thank you, M. President, for
Senat or Hol | and' s answer, but a further
guesti on.

If it is Thruway noney, then
defining it as state, then what I"'min a
guandary about because | understand the nerits
and actually agree with the bill, but what the
menbers on this side of the aisle are trying to
poi nt out is the trenendous anount of an
expenditure and if there is an increase or
decrease in the amount of expenditures or in the
appropriation of revenues, | would think there
woul d be a defineable fiscal inpact notice; and
since we don't have one, I'mstill trying to
figure out how nuch noney this is going to cost
the state to effect this.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Hol | and, would you like to yield?

SENATOR HOLLAND: Agai n, Senat or
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I"'msorry that | do not have the figures that
you're | ooking for; however, the noney cones
froman Authority. It does not come fromthe
state budget. You understand that?

SENATOR PATERSON:  Yes, |
understand that it's an Authority bill
Senator. | was just wondering if you had a bal
park figure. Since the Thruway Authority
t hought it was $100 million, | thought naybe
they were going to build a ball park

SENATOR HOLLAND: Yes, Senator.
| guess what | can say is we have asked; and in
this, what | consider a very poorly witten neno
fromthe Thruway Authority, they said it would
cost the same anmount of noney as it would to
build the entire 287, and that's just -

SENATOR PATERSON. W agreed -
I"msorry. M. President.

SENATOR HOLLAND: No, that's al
right.

SENATOR PATERSON. We agreed that
that's grossly excessive.

SENATOR HOLLAND: Yes. That's
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all they gave us, Senator. |'msorry | don't
have sonet hing other than that for you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: 1Is there

any ot her Senator wishing to speak on this

bill?

Senator Dol linger for a second
time.

SENATOR DOLLINGER On the bill,
M. President. It seens to nme whether we are

spendi ng the Thruway Authority's noney or our
own noney out of the General Fund, one of the
nessages -- or whether we're spending federa
noney. No nmatter where it cones from one of
the nessages, at least as | read the tea | eaves
after Novenber, was maybe we should spend a
little bit less. It seenms to ne this is -
what ever this project would cost to do, it
doesn't seemto ne it's, at this time, worth the
cost with all the other things that we've got on
our agenda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
will read the |last section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results when tabul at ed.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 6 are Senators
Dol I'i nger, Espada, Jones, Kruger, Leichter,
Mar kowi t z, Nanul a, Qppenhei mer and Sol onon.
Al so Senator Montgonery. Ayes 43. Nays 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: M. President.
Wul d you pl ease recogni ze Senator Goodnan?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senat or Goodman.

SENATOR GOODVAN: M. President.
Wth the approval of the Majority Leader, would
you pl ease record nme in the negative on Cal endar
Nunmber 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
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obj ection, Senator Goodman will be recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Number 1.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.
Wul d you return to notions and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Secretary
w Il read.

Senator Skelos, we will return to
notions and resolutions. There are several,
understand, privileged resolutions at the desk.

SENATOR SKELOS: Yes. | believe
there is one resolution by Senator Kruger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: | ask the
Secretary to read the title -- or read it inits
entirety? Senator Kruger, what is your w sh?

SENATOR KRUGER: Its entirety,

pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Just the
title?

SENATOR KRUGER: Its entirety.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Its
entirety. Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
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Resol ution, by Senator Kruger, honoring Frank
Garof al o, Postmaster, Lindenhurst, New York, as
Long I sl and Postmasters' Council "Eagle"
Post master of the Year at the Annual D nner
Dance held on Saturday, Cctober 15, 1994, at the
Nar agansett |nn, Lindenhurst, New YorKk.

SENATOR KRUGER. In its entirety,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Kruger.

SENATOR KRUGER: In its entirety.

THE SECRETARY: \Wereas, Frank L.
Garofal o has been a long-tine postal enployee
bei ng cormended for his outstandi ng work and
dedi cated service to the conmunity.

Frank L. Garofal o has sel ected
t he Juveni |l e Di abetes Foundati on, Nassau/ Suffol k
Chapter, as the charity to receive the proceeds
fromthis Annual Dinner-Dance.

Frank L. Garofal o has been very
active in the Viceroy Cvic Association as a
nmenber of the Executive Board, the Oyster Bay

Rotary, the Oyster Bay Chanber of Commerce and
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the United States Postal |nspection Service
Miut ual Benefit Associ ation.

Frank L. Garofal o has dedicated
hinself to the youth of Anerica as a Troop
Leader, Assistant Scout Master, Eagle Scout and
menber of the Order of the Arrow, Boy Scouts of
Aneri ca.

Frank L. Garofal o has been a
manager in the Babe Ruth Baseball League of
Far mi ngdal e/ Nort h Massapequa, Past President of
t he Mustang League, Pony Baseball; and al so Past
Presi dent of the Farm ngdal e Basebal | League.

Frank L. Garofalo earned a
Bachel or's of Arts Degree from Canaan Col |l ege
and furthered his education by taking courses at
Br ookl yn Col | ege and Col unbi a Uni versity.

Frank L. Garofal o taught specia
education at Roosevelt Junior/ Senior H gh Schoo
and taught handi capped children at the Kali sk
School .

Frank L. Garofal o has served as
Post mast er of Lindenhurst for the past five

years.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

284

Frank L. Garofal o has been a
dutiful husband to his lovely wife, Carol, and a
strong father to sons, Frank and Chri st opher.

Now, therefore, be it Resol ved,
That this Legislative Body pause in its
del i berations to honor Frank L. Garofalo for his
many years of dedication and service to the
community and its future on the occasion of the
Annual Di nner-Dance honori ng himas "Postnaster
O The Year" held on Cctober 15, 1994.

Be it further Resolved, That a
copy of this resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Frank L. Garofalo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Kruger on the resol ution.

SENATOR KRUGER: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Firstly, I would |ike to extend
the privileges of the floor to M. Garofalo. He
is with us today, along with his famly.

A former manager of the Babe Ruth
Basebal | League of Farm ngdale, M. Grofal o has

denonstrated in no uncertain ternms his
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commtrment to our youth and to the comunities
t hat he serves.

And on behal f of nyself, ny
staff, and our famlies, congratul ations.

Secondly, | would |ike to open
the resolution to the floor for sponsorship for
t hose other nmenbers that would wi sh to sponsor

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Question
is on the resolution. Al those in favor,
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The resolution is adopted.

Post master Garofal o, on behal f of
Senat or Bruno, Senator Kruger, all the nenbers
in the house, welcone to the chanber and
congratul ati ons on such a great job. Geat to
have you with us.

(Appl ause.)

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.

| believe we have a resolution at the desk from
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Senat or Markow t z.

SENATOR KRUGER: Excuse ne,
Senator Skelos. |If the Senator would yield.

At this tinme | would also like to
recogni ze the presence in the chanber of ny
famly, ny very, very close friends, the
Kronigs, the Bienkinis, and the Garofal os, as
wel |l as the Bergers and ny friends that have
joined us today, and | wish you a safe trip
hone. Thank you very nuch.

Thank you.

SENATOR SKELCS: | believe there
is aresolution at the desk by Senat or
Mar kow t z.

Senat or Markowi tz, do you request
that it be read inits entirety?

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: | do, i ndeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
a privileged resolution at the desk, Senator
Skelos. 1'lIl ask the Secretary to read the
resolution inits entirety.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

Resol ution, by Senator Markow tz and ot hers,
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honoring Professor Teofilo Ruiz upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of the
"Professor of the Year" Award by the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancenent of Teachi ng.

Whereas, it is the practice of
this Legislative Body to take note of and
publicly acknow edge individuals of remarkabl e
integrity and character whose endeavors have
enhanced the growth of education in this great
state.

This Legislative Body is justly
proud to honor Professor Teofilo Ruiz upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of the
Qut standing Master's Universities and Col | eges
Prof essor of the Year Award for 1994-95 by the
Carnegi e Foundation for the Advancenent of
Teachi ng.

The Carnegi e Foundation for the
Advancenent of Teaching, a policy study center
| ocated in Princeton, New Jersey, is devoted to
strengthening Anmerica's schools and col | eges;
the award is given to a professor at a

conpr ehensi ve coll ege that offers both
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baccal aureate and naster's degrees.

Prof essor Teofilo Ruiz has been a
menber of the Brooklyn Coll ege Departnent of
H story since 1973; he was born in Cuba and was
a law student in the University of Havana; he
becanme a political prisoner shortly after Fidel
Castro took power; upon his release in 1961, he
fled to the United States where he decided to
pursue his chil dhood anbition of becom ng a
t eacher.

Working as cab driver and factory
wor ker, Teofilo Ruiz put hinmself through Cty
Col | ege at night, receiving a baccal aureate
degree nagna cum |l aude in 1969; he went on to
earn an M A. degree fromthe New York University
in 1970 and a Ph.D. in nedieval studies at
Princeton University in 1974,

As a teacher, Dr. Teofilo Ruiz
has devel oped several highly successful and
popul ar courses at Brooklyn College, including
"Mystics, Alchemists, and Wtches," in which he
expl ores countercultures fromthe M ddl e Ages

through the Early Mddern Period and enpl oys
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unusual and dramatic teachi ng nmet hods.

Prof essor Teofil o Ruiz
continually denonstrates an inpressive
dedi cation, an unparallel ed devotion and an
unrem tting enthusiasmfor the quality of
educati onal prograns and opportunities offered
at his college for the benefit of its faculty
and students as well as for the entire
comunity.

Rare indeed is the inpressive
dedi cati on shown by an individual for the
benefit of others which Professor Teofilo Ruiz
has di spl ayed throughout his life.

Now, therefore, be it Resol ved,
That this Legislative Body pause in its
del i berations to honor Professor Teofilo Ruiz
upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the "Professor of the Year" Award
by the Carnegi e Foundation for the Advancenent
of Teachi ng; and

Be it further Resolved, That a
copy of this resolution, suitably engrossed, be

transmtted to Professor Ruiz.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

290

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Markowi tz on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: Thank you
very much, M. President.

What you have just heard, if this
was the acadeny awards, we would all be standing
now wat ching all the actors and actresses
appl aud, and | can think of the Emy Awards.
This is the Acadeny Award in Anerica of the best
teacher in this nation

Now, this professor did not cone
fromYale or Princeton or Harvard. He cane and
comes today fromthe heart of our state,

Br ookl yn, New York, Brooklyn College, a publicly
fi nanced and supported hi gher education
institution.

Al of us in this chanber should
take great, great pride that one of our own,
sonmebody who fled from Fidel Castro, sonebody
who worked as a cab driver, went to school in
eveni ng sessi on.

You, Professor, have nade the

Anerican dream cone true. In spite of cutbacks
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in spite of the dwi ndling resources that,
unfortunately, the Cty University has faced
over the last nunber of years, and God knows
what we face during this |ast budget period, it
still cones down to the teacher. Can the
prof essor excite the students in his classes?

And | have to tell you that from
all the students that | have net, there is
somet hi ng at Brooklyn College called "Teoism™
Let ne tell you about "Teoism"™ Students,
whet her they are interested in history or not,
regi ster for every single course that they can
fromthis professor -- every single course -
because he brings history to today. He excites
the students, and so many of them have pursued
careers beyond Brooklyn Coll ege and have becone
interested in history and have applied it to
many ot her professions as they nove ahead in
their Iives.

And so, it's ny honor, on behalf
of all of us in Brooklyn, all of us who val ue
public education, all of us that value doing it

t he ol d-fashi oned way, working for it and
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earning it, you are a credit to Brooklyn. You
are a credit to New York City, to New York
State. To all of us from Brooklyn, you are our
gift to the state and to the country.

Congratul ati ons on this wonderful
awar d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senator LaValle on the resol ution.

SENATOR LAVALLE: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Certainly, the resol ution speaks
for itself and the acconplishments of Professor
Rui z; and, certainly, Senator Markowitz | think
captured sonme very inportant elenents that nove
away a bit fromthe acconplishnent side because
it doesn't tell you enough about the person.

And | just but today net
Professor Ruiz, and | can tell you that | found
that -- Senator Markowi tz tal ked about "Teoisnf
and the excitenent. | certainly heard the words
and saw a certain passion in the person who was
tal king to ne about students and humanity and,

in his owm words, about giving back to a system
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that had given to him and so | think we are
seeing today the best in humanity, the best in a
person who is a great resource in New York
State, a great resource in the Cty University
and, certainly, to Brooklyn Coll ege.

These are the kinds of things
that we should be em nently proud of, and |I'm
sure that Professor Ruiz' colleagues and famly
are indeed very, very proud of him his
acconpl i shnents and his attitude about life.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The Resol ution is adopted.

On behal f of Senator Bruno and
Senat or Markowi tz, Professor Ruiz, thank you for
com ng and sharing just a nonment of your life
with us. W certainly appreciate it, and
congratul ati ons on your bestowed award,

"Prof essor of the Year."
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(Appl ause.)

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS:  Yes, M.
President. | believe we have another resol ution
at the desk; and at this time, | would like to
yield to Senator Connor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
a privileged resolution at the desk.

Senat or Connor .

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, M.
President. My we have the resolution read?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the resolution inits
entirety.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol ution, by Senators Connor and Bruno,
honoring former State Senate Mnority Leader
Manfred Ohrenstein upon the conpletion of his 34
years of service to the State of New York

Whereas, former State Senate
Mnority Leader Manfred Chrenstein, who was
first elected to represent the west side of

Manhattan in the State Senate in 1960, decided
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in 1994 not to seek re-election to the
Legi sl ature.

Manfred Ohrenstein, who served in
the Legi slature under the adm nistrations of
four different governors and six different New
York City nmayors, was first elected to the
position of Senate Mnority Leader by his Senate
Denocrat col | eagues in 1975.

Manfred Onhrenstein, throughout
his 34 years in the New York State Senat e,
chanpi oned a wi de variety of inportant fisca
and public policy issues, including |egislative
initiatives designed to advance human rights,

i mprove educational opportunities and assist the
nmental |y di sabl ed.

Manfred Onhrenstein has al so
wor ked to expand governnment openness and
accountability, provide affordable housing for
all New Yorkers, inprove and stabilize the
finances of both New York State and New York
City and insure adequate funding for mass
transit, including nonies needed to make public

transportation nore accessible to the elderly
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and di sabl ed.

Manfred Ohrenstein counts anong
hi s proudest |egislative acconplishnents the
creation and his chairmanship of the first
Senate Standing Conmittee on Mental Health, a
panel at his suggestion.

Manfred Ohrenstein, as chair of
the Joint Legislative Conmm ssion on Hi gher
Education in 1965 and 1966, authored the | aws
| eading to the construction of the Cty
University of New York and |ater, during the
years of the New York Gty fiscal crisis, helped
craft the legislation providing for the state
t akeover of CUNY.

Manfred Ohrenstein, newly el ected
to the position of Senate Mnority Leader in
1975, was inmediately plunged into the
incredible effort waged by the State Legislature
to rescue New York City from bankruptcy and
pl ayed an integral role in devel oping,
negoti ati ng and enacting the conprehensive
fiscal refornms that restored the City's credit.

Manfred Onhrenstein, throughout
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his entire career, earned a reputation as a
staunch human rights advocate, fighting to
conbat discrimnation and bias in all of its
forns.

Manfred Ohrenstein has been an
out spoken advocate for greater openness and
accountability in state governnent, believing
that New York's citizens should be provided with
enhanced opportunities for neaningful
participation in the devel opnent of New York's
fiscal and public policy.

As a legislator and New York Gty
resi dent, Manfred Chrenstein has worked
diligently to encourage intelligent planning
policies that bal ance the need for econom c
growt h and devel opnent with the equally
i nportant need to preserve the unique character
of the City's diverse nei ghborhoods.

Manfred Chrenstein was born in
Manhei m Germany, and immigrated to the United
States with his famly in 1938 and has been a
| eader in the effort to advance Hol ocaust

remenbrance and education initiatives.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

298

Even t hough Manfred GChrenstein,
an attorney, decided in 1994 to | eave the
Senate, he is by no stretch of the inmagination
retired, pursuing many new chal | enges and
remai ni ng an active participant in politics and
New York City comunity affairs.

Now, therefore, be it Resol ved,
That this Legislative Body pause in its
del i berations to honor former Senate Mnority
Leader Manfred Ohrenstein for his decades of
service to the people of the State of New York
and wi sh himevery success in the years to cong;
and

Be it further Resolved, That a
copy of this resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Manfred Chrenstein, fornmer
Mnority Leader of the New York State Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Connor on the resol ution.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, M.
President. Also, if we could open this up to
any col | eagues who wish to join, | assune,

wi t hout objection, all Senators would want to
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cosponsor this resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: "1
direct the Secretary to put all nenbers on the
resolution. |If there are any of those who don't
wi sh to be on the resol ution, would they please
notify the desk.

Senat or Connor .

SENATOR CONNOR:  Thank you, M.

Presi dent.

On the resolution. You know,
| ooki ng around the chanber, | dare say there are
not too many people still sitting in the New

York State Senate whose service here predates
that of Fred Chrenstein's. Looking around this
side of the aisle -- | said not too many. |
know -- | know Senator Marchi

As to the Mnority side of the
aisle, I think we have but two nenbers who ever
served under any other |eader as Mnority
Leader, at least until 22 days ago. | think for
my owmn self, Fred's the only | eader | ever knew
in ny conference, and | think his

acconpl i shnments as the resol uti on pointed out,
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are wel | -known and significant.

| admt to -- | think all of us
on this side of the aisle have a bit of envy
when we hear that he founded and chaired the
Conmittee on Mental Health, because it neans he
was once in the majority in this house and none
are left on this side of the aisle who have yet
to enjoy that circunstance.

But aside fromhis legislative
acconpl i shnents, | think we all know that for
many years we had a colleague in Fred Chrenstein
who was a friend, who was as w se counsel or, who
was a cal mvoi ce but, nonethel ess, an ardent
advocate for the issues he cared about. He was
a very strenuous advocate for the rights of the
Mnority in this house for our viewpoints to be
heard and for fair treatnment here.

Senator Chrenstein also is just a
very, very fine gentleman, who -- we have al
enj oyed his conpany on a social basis. H's
i nterest and scope for conversation truly cover
a gamut of issues. He has always been well read

and fun to be wth.
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Speaking for nyself, | can't
i magi ne how | ever would have come to this
office, tried to grasp what was invol ved and
gotten a start on being Mnority Leader of the
State Senate w thout the hel p of Senator
Ohrenstein, who, fromthe time our conference
nmet and expressed his choice, was just
absol utely wonderful in terns of facilitating a
transition, assisting ne, naking available his
staff to advise and assist, really, the whole
conference in |earning how to do w thout Fred
Ohrenstein as our |eader, which is a | esson we
are still pursuing.

As you know, we left here | ast
July with sone vague notion that we will be back
at the end of the year. Al of us thought,
well, we will take our official |eave of Fred
Ohrenstein at that point, and that didn't
occur. So as soon as possible after this
sessi on began, | suggested to Senator Ohrenstein
that we would like to see himup here to
personal |y extend our farewell.

He won't | et anybody say he's
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retired, because he's not. | think he's
probably busier than ever pursuing other
interests, but he certainly maintains his focus
on politics as sort of a senior advisor,
st at esman, nonconbatant but a w se nonconbat ant.

So we are delighted to have
Senator Chrenstein here to recognize his
acconpl i shnents; and, M. President, |'msure
under the rules we don't really have to do it
because he does have the privileges of the floor
but to formally say that we extend to Senator
Ohrenstein the privileges of the floor today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senator Bruno on the resol ution.

SENATOR BRUNO M. President.
Let ne just add how wel come this Senator is to
this side of the aisle as well as that side of
the aisle, today and ot her days, Senator.

It really is a pleasure and an
honor for me to acknow edge Senator Chrenstein's
presence and the recognition that we are giving

hi mtoday; and the record, M. President, speaks
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for itself.

There are nmany people in this
chanber that have gone before that have
establ i shed records and sonme of themvery, very
di sti ngui shed and out st andi ng, and Senat or
Ohrenstein in his 34 years in this chanber has
certainly denonstrated what it nmeans to | ead.

He has advocated for his own constituency and
for that of this entire state. Sonmetinmes he's
been wrong, but many tinmes he has been right,
and | think he is here and living to see a day
when a lot of the things that he tal ked about we
are now in this chanber and in this world going
forward with; and, again, | commend you for your
efforts on behalf of the constituency of New
York State.

There is one thing that | think
t hat has distingui shed Senator Chrenstein in his
career; and that is, while you have established
this record with your own constituency and in
this state, it's the manner in which you did
it. You were always a gentleman in this

chanber. You were always respectful of your
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col | eagues. You did things with a particul ar
charm and wit when appropriate, and yet you were
as ardent and vociferous as anyone in this
chanber when chal | enged or conpelled to do

that. You have a style all your own, and I
woul d hope that some of your coll eagues wl |

enmul ate that style in this chanber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Mar kowi t z, on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: Just briefly.
I know everyone of us feel just as strongly as
Senat or Connor and Senator Bruno.

The one thing, Fred, that in all
the years | have known you is that you acted the
same in victory or in defeat. |In defeat, you
have a graciousness; and in victory are the rea

-- tonme, is the real sign of what an

i ndividual is all about, because you had that
rare ability to be sensitive and caring to those
that did not succeed.

It is my hope that in the future
here in this house that our current |eadership

foll ows your exanple of |eadership, sensitivity
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for those that are truly in need, understanding
for those that nay not have had the privilege
that many others have had in their |ives,
under st andi ng that governnent's role is to
provi de a hel ping hand for people that honestly
need hel p.

Senat or Chrenstein has al ways | ed
this house by exanple with a kind of courage and
| ove and devotion. There is an old Irish word

that | use very, very often. You are a true

mensch. There will never be anyone, ever, in ny
opi nion, to grace this chanber that will enul ate
your style, your |ove, your sensitivity. | know

all of us mss you very, very nmuch, and | have a
hunch that the values that you instilled and
reaffirmed in each one of us, both on our side
and, perhaps, even -- even -- on that side,
maybe, perhaps, on that side -- | can only hope
and pray -- that your principles will be
enduring for the mllions, for the days and
nont hs and years ahead, Senator Chrenstein.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair

recogni zes Senat or Mendez.
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SENATOR MENDEZ: M. President.
When ny | eader at the tine, Fred Chrenstein,
decided to go into other things, | felt very
much tenpted to draw a big sign with the face of
people crying and to picket himin front of his
hone, saying, "W hate to see you | eave."

We all know that Fred was not
only an excellent legislator, was not only a
very devoted and passi onate defender of the
rights of everybody and fulfilling the needs of
his constituency, but we know that he was and is
a true friend.

Wien | canme to the Senate, from
the very nonent | cane to the Senate, he was
there for ne to advise ne and to guide ne at a
time -- we know when we start this job we need
all that.

But besides all what he's done
for the State of New York, | really want to
nmenti on one thing that has al ways been very
endearing to me fromhim and that is, that as a
| eader, he was always a very rational |eader.

Any nenber of the conference could have a
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di fference of opinion on any issue and this man
woul d |isten and he woul dn't go to the extrenes
of twisting arns and forcing i deas on peopl e.
So that when | think of what denocratic

| eadership is, when |I think of what devoted

| eadership is, when I think what truly rationa
| eadership is, | always think with great warnth
in ny heart for Fred Chrenstein.

And we know that he is very
happy, working very hard on ot her endeavors, and
we mss him and | do not know any words in
Irish Iike the word nensch, but it could only
come to mind that he is truly a great, jolly
good fell ow.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Abate.

SENATOR ABATE: | have particul ar
joy in being able to say sone wonderful things
about Fred Chrenstein. | wouldn't be here if he
decided to stay here. But, although |I was never
his col |l eague, | have been a friend of his, he's

been a friend of mne for many years. He served
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as an inspiration for ne.

And, clearly, to follow in your
footsteps will be near inpossible.

Wien | think of Fred GChrenstein,
I think of a great |eader and a great
humani t ari an, soneone who | eaves New York State
a |l egacy of 34 years of acconplishnent.

And the one thing that | think is
remar kabl e, if you go through his district and
talk to people, everyone speaks fondly of him
Everyone has a wonderful story to say about what
he has given to the district and the people in
the district.

And if you | ook back on the 34
years, Fred Ohrenstein never forgot why he
becane a public servant. He becane a public
servant because he wanted to hel p peopl e and
i nprove the quality of their |ives.

Best w shes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.
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It is a pleasure to rise and say
to Senator Chrenstein, the only | eader that I
have al so known, that | amindeed very, very
proud to have you here and to wi sh you all the
best in the world.

And ny first official act in the
Legi sl ature when | canme was that Senator
Ohrenstein selected ne to acconpany the
Republ i can representati ve, Senator Levy, Gene
Levy, to go and make the announcenent to the
Assenbly, and | felt so proud of nyself, and we
wal ked into the Assenbly chanber and the place
burst into applause and | thought they were
appl auding for me, only to find out they were
appl audi ng for CGene Levy, so that was a little
bit of a downer, but after getting to know Cene
Levy, that was a very, very cherished nonent for
me, as well.

And when | was being prepared by
t he gossip grapevine who was the best debater
and all of that, I was told that Manny Gold was
t he best debater on our side, and so | |istened

to himvery carefully and | was very inpressed,

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

310

but then I think at sone point in tinme -
per haps when we were debating the apartheid bil
or sone other significant piece of
| egislation -- | heard Senator Chrenstein
debate, and | was so inspired and absolutely
i npressed and anmazed at the | evel of conpassion
and how conpassi onate and el oquent he was in
expressing his views, particularly as it rel ated
to human rights and the rights of people
t hroughout the world in addition to our own
nation, and | shall never forget that and wll
al ways appreci ate that.

I think that you have made such a

| evel of contribution to the | evel of discussion

and debate on this floor. | have seen you have
tremendous fights with -- at one tine Senator
Ander son; at other tinmes, Senator Marino. |'m

sorry you won't be here to have that sane |evel
of conpassion with Senator Bruno, but we wll
attenpt to carry on just as well.

You were a | eader who really
cared about your nmenbers. | felt that you

supported us. | felt that you put together a
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very dynam c and expert staff to help us in
terns of our own desires to represent our
constituencies. You were always open to
what ever suggestions that we had and our views,
and you really, | believe, cared about the sane
i ssues that we care about and made them your own
i ssues, and | want to say that | shall always
appreci ate being able to cone into the
Legi sl ature and have a | eader, to experience the
| eadership that you provided in terns of the
openness and the supportiveness, so that | fee
that | have been able to grow and that | have
not been stifled by a very -- sort of a tight
reign autocratic and unresponsi ve person in that
position.

I wish you all the best. W wll
al ways consi der you at sone |evel our |eader.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: M.
President. | was sort of jawed, when the

resolution was read, to the phrase, "forner
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Mnority Leader Fred Chrenstein"” because it's
hard sonehow to accept the fact and adjust to
the fact that Fred Chrenstein is no | onger here
as the leader of this Mnority. This is no
reflection on the very fine Mnority Leader we
have now. But in all ny years in the Senate,
Fred Chrenstein was the leader, and | think it's
fair to say that he was not only the | eader of
the Denocratic Conference but he was really the
friend of every menber of that conference.

There was a personal relationship which bespeaks
of Fred Chrenstein, the man.

But | think of everyone here |
knew Fred and know Fred | onger than anyone el se,
because Fred Chrenstein and | were active in
what was then known as the Reform Movenent on
the west side of Manhattan; and in 1960, when
Fred was elected to the State Senate, | was one
of his captains. | worked for him and he and
the late WIlliamF. Ryan, who becane a
di sti ngui shed and superior Congressnan
representing the west side of Manhattan, were

elected at that tinme in a very hard fought
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canmpai gn. But before Fred got to run as the
candi date of the reform novenent, he was opposed
by one Al an Lowenstein, a nanme that sone of you
may know. He also served in Congress and is
credited with being one of the | eaders of the
anti-war novement during the Vietnanmese War, and
reform cl ubs and reform novenents, particularly
on the west side, being what they were, and we
were unable to ever agree on anything, so we
couldn't agree on whether it should be Fred
Ohrenstein or Alan Lowenstein. So there was
speci al nediation, or maybe it was even an
arbitration panel set up, of Eleanor Roosevelt,
Frank Adans, a former police com ssioner, and
Garrison -- what is it? -- Lloyd Garrison, of
course, a very distinguished attorney; and the
feeling was that Alan Lowenstein was going to
come out of that panel. |In fact, the belief was
t hat panel had been set up to see that Al an
Lowenstei n came out.

But, | o and behold, these three
great em nent people saw sonething that all of

us | earned who served with Fred Chrenstein, that
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he had special qualities and attributes, and
they recomended to the reformclubs that Fred
ought to be their candi date; and, indeed, we
supported Fred, and Fred beat an incunbent State
Senator to win this seat.

It's not dissimlar to what
happened in 1974 after the change in governor
ship. Wen the forner Mnority Leader who had
served for some years as Mnority Leader no
| onger held that position, and Fred ran for that
position, the belief was Fred had no chance
what soever; and when we gat hered Denocratic
Senators, | guess late in 1974, we knew who
supported Fred that he was going to conme out the
wi nner. But, once again, it was an instance of
Fred Chrenstein, through stint of hard work and
t hrough peopl e under st andi ng and appreci ati ng
what he could bring to the position com ng
t oget her and supporting hi mwhen he really went
into that race as an underdog.

There are nmany, nany things I
coul d say about Fred Chrenstein. | think sone

of these you know here. W have served with
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him As nuch as we in the resol ution focused on
his | egislative achi evenents, maybe at a nonent
like this which neans nore to us than anything
else is really the personal achievenents, the
col | eague that he was, the friend that he was.

And | just want to nention one
thing because | think it speaks so well of Fred
Ohrenstein, the person. As we know, he was very
unfairly treated in a situation that occurred in
the '80s while he was Mnority Leader. | think
a | ot of people under that situation would have
said, "The heck with it," would have |eft, but
Fred fought. He fought because he knew that he
was right, and he showed a courage, a
determi nati on, and you never saw hi mdown. You
never saw hi m bl anme anybody. You never saw him
bitter. He knew that he was right, that he had
done no wong, and he went through hell. But
nobody who worked with himat that time could
see what nust have been going through himas a
person, what nust have been within him

And, of course, he prevailed, and

that's why | wanted to tell sone of these
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stories about Fred prevailing as the Denocratic
nom nee of the reformnovenent, Fred prevailing
as the Mnority Leader of the Denocratic
Conf erence, because this person has an enornous
heart. This person has enornous strength. Fred
Ohrenstein is indeed a very, very specia
person, and it's good to know he is still going
to be active in New York politics. He wll
certainly be active, continue to be active on
the west side, so | will see him and I wll
deal with him
And he and | play tennis
together, but it will take quite a bit of
adj ustnment not to be able to turn to the
Mnority Leader and not find Fred Chrenstein
t here because he was really an exenpl ary | eader,
an exenpl ary col | eague, an exenplary friend.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson on the resol ution.

SENATOR PATERSON. M.

President. About a year ago, | wote an article
for a newspaper. It was an article about
issues. It was an article about people, and I

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

317

was very flattered at the response | got from
peopl e, the conplinents | received about that
particul ar article.

In April, Senator Chrenstein
announced he wasn't going to run for re-election
and, in May, | saw himat a fund raiser for
Senator Gold. At the fund raiser, he wal ks up
to me and he says, "You know, | read that
article of yours and | really don't like it, and
we shoul d have di nner sone tine and tal k about
it."

| found that through the rest of

the fund raiser and the rest of the evening,

felt nervous. | felt hypertensive. | couldn't
under stand what was bothering nme. | even said
to nyself, "I don't care if he likes ny article

or not. He's not Mnority Leader any nore.
don't have to listen to himany nore."

But | think that was when |
found, Fred, what ny truest respect for you
really was. That in the whole tine that | was a
menber of this conference, |I think I was al ways

trying to win the approval of Senator
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Ohrenstein. He has a way of inspiring people,
as Senator Montgonery said. He has a way of
notivating people. He is a true catalyst. He
isreally a true |leader, and |I found that it
was a personal conmtnent that can often be
confused with a person's title because they hold
it, but is actually an application of their
character.

| found that Senator Onhrenstein
made ne do a better job when he was around.
think that all of us in the Mnority and in the
Majority know that we were just a little bit
better when Senator Ohrenstein was around. He
stinmulated us to be the best we could possibly
be.

My proudest nonment of being your
friend, Fred, was in January of 1989. During a
capi tal puni shnent debate right here in this
chanber, when Senator Chrenstein was asked by
Senat or Mega i n debate what did he think about
the death penalty when you put it in the context
of the hol ocaust and the evils of this century,

the horror and destruction that had been
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pronmul gated in Gernmany and by the Gernman
government. | thought that Senator GChrenstein's
response was one of the nost noving that | ever
heard in ny life. | think | was proud just to
be in this chanber with him

| was later proud to work on the
est abl i shnent of the Hol ocaust Museum in New
York with him But we also found in that sane
area an old cenetery that had been an ol d Negro
burial grounds. Every tinme | held a press
conference, Senator Ohrenstein came to the press
conference to tell nme a | ot about the history of
early New York, because Manfred Chrenstein is
not just a legislator. He is a man of history.
He is a man of culture. He understands sports.
He understands everything that he puts his mnd
to.

He is truly a renai ssance person
that we had the benefit of knowing in the
context of the New York State Legislature, but
he coul d have been an adnoni shed professor. He
coul d have been anything that he really wanted

to be. He chose, rather, to dedicate his life
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to public service, and he did it as well as
anyone el se at that tine.

And so when we think about the
period in Senator Chrenstein's |life, a period of
three or four years when he was beset with
attacks, with ridicule, with conplete character
assassination, nost of it false, nost of it not
reflective of the actual record, that was the
time, when | think back on it, when | really
grew to adm re Senator Chrenstein.

During the whole tinme he was
here, he was always a | eader. He was al ways
respected in the Legislature by his coll eagues.
He has enjoyed, basically, a pretty good life.

But all of the character that was
descri bed by nmy predecessors who spoke here
today, really is just dimnished by the
character displayed during that difficult period
t hat Senator Leichter described, for | feel that
when a person is w nning and when they're doing
well, you learn a | ot about their character, but
when they are | osing and they are down and out,

you | earn about all of their character.
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And so | have been ducking this
dinner with Senator Chrenstein to discuss this
article, and I haven't really known how to
address him and, finally, I'"'mready to have
that dinner, Fred, because something was said in
this chanber today that | think gives nme the
strength to cone to this dinner. It was when
the Majority Leader Senator Bruno said, "A lot
of tinmes Fred's wong."

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: For the
benefit of the menbers, | don't want to limt
theatrics, but I would just rem nd you that our
sound systemis extrenely sensitive, so for
peopl e who are giving speeches, for themto put
their hands on the desk like this consistently,
there is a pounding that is com ng across the
system so if you can contain yourself a little
bit that will nmake it easier for the other
menbers to |listen

Wth that, Senator Espada.

SENATOR ESPADA: Thank you, M.

President. | prom se not to pound, but | hope
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to be profound in nmy own way. | kind of ducked
a couple dinners nyself with Senator Chrenstein,
but I wasn't successful in ducking one about,
oh, late '93 in one of our marathon sessions.
was invited out to dinner, and I felt |ike one
of the boys, you know, coning out, "Let's go

out,"” freshman Senator with ny senior | eader
and | was fully indoctrinated into the workings
of our Senate when at the end of that dinner
somehow t he check made its way to this freshman
Senator, and it didn't rebound. It didn't nmake
its way back around.

(Laughter.)

Actual ly, 1I'm maki ng that up
Senator Chrenstein's brilliance, his grace,
everyt hing that has been said about himis a
perspective of this second term Senator. |
remenber himthe day after | was el ected
wel coming nme to the Senate via a breakfast that
we had. He was there at ny inauguration,
neeting ny famly, ny father and ny nother,

proud as they could be. He was there.

So it's those nagical nonents
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and, really, that brand of |eadership that has
been di scussed today that nmake himthe man that
he is. |In Spanish, (spoken in Spanish). You
are a prince of a nan

Thank you for your |essons. Look
forward to working with you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senat or Daly.

SENATOR DALY: M. President.
Experi ences such as this are bittersweet
i ndeed. Sweet because we know that our
col |l eague will be able to enjoy the days w thout
worryi ng about all the troubles and probl ens of
the state, but also sad because we | ose himas a
col | eague with whom we daily worked our way
t hrough the troubl ed and enbroiling waters that
we know as state governnent.

M. President. They say that the
quality of a man can best be judged by how he
accepts power; and, certainly, Senator
Ohrenstein accepted the power of being the

| eader of his party in this house in a nost
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graci ous and conscientious way with a
f orebearance and ki ndness towards his col | eagues
regardl ess of affiliation that nmarks himas a
caring and good hunman bei ng.

M. President. | know from
per sonal experiences that he treated all of his
col |l eagues with a singular dignity. He has
gi ven us an exanple which every nenber in this
house shall renmenber and enmulate. | thank him
for his friendship, for being a coll eague of
mne. | truly enjoyed our association, and that
I will not forget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
St achowsKki .

SENATOR STACHOWBKI @ M.
President. |, too, would |like to say a few
wor ds about Fred.

Senat or Paterson -- David, | got
to point out that I'mglad you told ne he is a
man of history because | thought he was around
fromthe begi nning of New York City.

But, seriously, when | first got

here, Fred hel ped ne inmensely. He is not only
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a good | eader but he becane a very close friend,
and he had heard that Senator CGold and Senator
Oppenhei mer were teaching me how to play
tennis.

So he took it upon him hinself
for the last couple of years that -- for those
of you who don't play tennis, one of the nost
i mportant parts of the gane is to build up your
confi dence when you are playing so that you are
very confident in every stroke and you don't
think about it. So for the |ast couple of
years, Fred has regularly let ne beat himon
Tuesday nornings, and | can never thank him
enough for that, for hel ping ne devel op the
confi dence necessary to play with other people
when we go and play tennis.

But I'Il have to tell you
somet hing about that, and it's a uni que | esson.
| don't know how nmany of you are very gracious
when you lose all the tine, but | have never
seen a man happi er and enjoy playing nore than
Fred Ohrenstein no matter what the outcone of

the gane is. He could win one. He could |ose
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five. He could lose all of them wouldn't nake
any difference. He could win all of them he is
al ways t he sane.

He enjoys the conpetition. He
enj oys the camaraderie of the person he plays
with, and so it's always a joy when Fred woul d
call and say, "Wuld you like to play tennis,"
because it was. No matter if you thought you'd
win or if you thought you wouldn't, and |I'm sure
the rest of us who play tennis feel the sanme way
about that.

And | think that carries over
with Fred; that in his business and in his
politics, it was always -- no matter what the
out cone, Fred was al ways the sane. He was
al ways happy to be with you. Happy to be in the
fight and, hopefully, happy to wn.

And, Fred, although you are a
great leader, | treasure you nore because you
have becone a true friend.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Levy.

SENATOR LEVY: Thank you very
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much, M. President. |It's really a great
pl easure to join with ny coll eagues and sal ute
Freddy Chrenstein.

| remenber when | first cane to
this chanber | sat back where Dale sits now, and
Fred sat -- | think it was in the front row at
that time, so | was able to sit there, see him
when he was on his feet. Really, at those
tinmes, that was -- we called it "vintage
Ohrenstein. ™

And as a new nmenber, | was
i medi ately inpressed by his extraordinary
ability, his oratorical articul ateness, the
fervor with which he believed in what he stood
for and spoke about and the intensity and
conmi tnent of what he believed in, and this was
really the hallmark and the tradition of his
career then and his career as a New York State
Senator and as the Mnority Leader.

Freddy, it was a great pleasure
to serve with you. W w sh you the best in all
of your future endeavors, and | know that they

will be all great success.
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Congratul ati ons and best w shes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senator Smth.

SENATOR SM TH:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

It's extrenmely hard to i magi ne
someone who | ooks as young as Fred Chrenstein
havi ng cone to these chanbers 34 years ago, when
many of us weren't even old enough to vote. But
some seven years ago, | had the pleasure of
joining the Senate and neeting Fred Chrenstein.

Oten tinmes, our relationship was
rocky, being that I'mnot the easiest person to
get along with. However, Fred has al ways been
there for each and every one of us when we had
probl enms, whether it related to the floor or
whether it related to our districts. He has
been the backbone of this conference. He has
been a true | eader and he has been a friend.

And we all wish himthe best in
what he clains to be retirenent, but he can rest
assured that all of us will be calling himat

all hours of the night for that wonderf ul
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gui dance that we all continue to need.
Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER® M.
President. | rise just to extend good w shes to
nmy col | eague, Senator GChrenstein. | learned a

| ot about Fred's character by watching himplay
tennis with Senator Stachowski, a real treat,
wat chi ng two unconpetitive people play
unconpetitive tennis.

It was actual ly fascinating.
They woul d sort of occasionally shout at each
ot her, occasionally call points back, and it
told you a | ot about Fred Chrenstein, and it
told you a |l ot about his gunption to win, and
yet, as Senator Stachowski pointed out, he could
also lose and put a smle on his face and be
ready to go.

| was struck in listening to
Senat or Connor's comments about Senator
Ohrenstei n about how, to sone extent, Fred

OChrenstein is part of the Anerican dream Cane
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from anot her country. Through his own persona
deternminati on becane a nenber of a profession,
went into government, and gave sonething back to
hi s adopted country.

And, Fred, your nessage to nme is
that the Anmerican dreamis not sonething we
sl eep our way through. It takes conviction. It
takes character, and it takes sacrifice, the
sacrifice that you have given to public service
that took you away fromyour famly, took you
away from your profession

And | think it's an inportant
rem nder to all of us that we don't wake up from
that dream W have to |ive that dream and
you're an enbodi ment of it.

And | have tried to work hard in

the two years | have been here to be a

reformer. |If sone day soneone asks ne, "Wre
you a reforner in the State Senate?" I'll sinply
say, "No, | was a disciple of Fred Chrenstein."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Goodnan is not in the chanber

Senat or Gonzal ez.
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SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you, M.
President. |, too, would |like to say a few
words on ny | eader, Fred Chrenstein, and it's -
being a staffer, you get -- being around quite a
few years before being elected to the Senate,
and he was al ways avail able there for advice.
Sonetimes -- nost of the tines, | agreed with
him Sometinmes, | didn't, but he was always the
next day there guiding and hel ping al ong, and |
think that I found himto be, as all ny
col | eagues have said, a truly sensitive human
being and he is in a class by hinself.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair
recogni zes Senat or Goodman.

SENATOR GOODVAN: M. President.
| am stunned to note that with the sole
exception of Senator Marchi | have served | onger
with Fred OGhrenstein or as |ong as anyone el se
now in the chanber. Longer, | believe.

And | would like to say just
briefly that the 26 years of our friendship are

years which | truly cherish because Fred
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Ohrenstein wote the book on sonet hing known as
enl i ghtened bi parti san ecuneni cal action. Here
was a man who in his earlier days was noted as a
firebrand and, as tinme went on and he assuned
the mantl e of |eadership, he nell owed and becane
a W se elder of both his party and this chanber.

And as | think back on his
predecessor Joe Zaretzki, who was the only other
Mnority Leader | knew prior to Fred' s | eaving,
| can say that Fred belongs in the pantheon of
out standi ng | eaders of this chanber.

Let ne just say that as a nman he
was al ways good for his word, as a synpathetic
confidant on matters that related to our
constituencies in the City of New York, he was
al ways highly effective and yet sensitive to the
rhythm of this chanber and understood the need
for careful craftmanship in nmaking things
happen, and that, in fact, becane his credo. He
becanme a naster at causing things to occur that
were constructive.

Fred Chrenstein, in addition, is

an individual of extraordinary warnth,
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conpassi on and human understanding. It's no
coi nci dence that he possesses these qualities
because, as we all know and as nmay have been
noted prior to my arrival in the chanber, he
came from a background of potential tragedy and
was spared the unbelievabl e disaster of the

Hol ocaust, havi ng been an escapee from Nazi
Germany. He canme to this country with no

knowl edge what ever of English and, of course,
becone a naster of that |anguage.

In short, he was a renai ssance
man in many ways and, in addition, a compani on
with a keen sense of hunor which he could bring
to bear and coul d al ways see the absurdity in
life's little vicissitudes and was soneone t hat

was really a cherished conpani on.

Fred, | alnost have a little |lunp
inny throat as | bid you au revoir. | know
we'll be seeing you often in the future. But
you Wi ll be sorely mssed in this chanber where,

wi t hout question, in this several decades, you
have been one of the great public servants we

have all known.
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| salute you and | ook forward to
many reuni ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or

Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO M. President.
| rise to join with ny colleagues. | heartily
concur with everything they have said. 1've

served with Fred for 12 years now, and it's
real ly amazing that | have gone through six

| eader shi p changes in both houses, and Fred had
that staying power, going out under his own
power, and we really had a wonderful, wonderf ul
relati onship not only as ny district |eader, as
my mnority |leader, but as a very, very dear
friend.

He helped nme in all of ny hours
need, and there were many tinmes during ny
marriage with ny wife in the condition that she
was in, Fred was always there with a good
shoul der and a willing ear to give nme sone
gui dance, and we have been breaking bread for
many, many years. | have been organizing a | ot

of after-session dinner parties, and |I'm not
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going to stop on this occasion because tonight,
Fred, we're going to continue that, and | can
assure you Espada will not be picking up the
check.

In conclusion, | really want to
wi sh you and your famly everything that | w sh
for nyself and for ny famly, and I will be
talking to you a little bit later this evening.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Nanul a.

SENATOR NANULA: M. President.
| also rise to honor, to commend our fornmer
Mnority Leader. As Senator Smith had
nmenti oned, sonme of us weren't old enough to vote
when Senator Chrenstein began his career in
public service. Wll, | was several years away
frombeing born, and | really appreciate and
respect the short period of time, Fred, | was
able to serve you as ny Mnority Leader, and you
really were in many ways a source of inspiration
for ne. Having gone through a tough year | ast
year, your words of support and your attention

paid to me as a new Senator coming in during a
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special election certainly greatly benefited ne,
and | think we all can live by your exanple as a
| eader, and the things you have done for the
people of this state, the things you have done
for the Senators in this chanber and of our
conference, and |I' m hopeful that you are going
to continue to provide us with | eadership and
direction, and your face will always be a
famliar one here in this chanmber for a |ong
time to cone.

Congrat ul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Oppenhei ner .

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  Thank you.
| have been sitting here thinking that it's
quite possible -- | never pursued this with
Senator Chrenstein, but it's quite possible that
the reason |'m here has sonething to do with the
fact, or possibly has, that we dined together -
| did, isn't that interesting? W dined
t oget her when | was Mayor of Mamaroneck and on a
ski weekend, and we had several -- a couple who

were mutual friends, and it was about two years
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| ater that the Senate Denocrats approached ne

about making the run; and until this noment, |

never put that altogether -- I"mnot too swft
-- and realized it nmust have been we had a

| ovely di nner and spent a weekend skiing

toget her, and that nust have been the genesis of

this whole thing. So, hey, | owe it all to you,

Fr eddy.

But | want to speak of a couple
things that have already been nentioned, and one
is the passion of your oratory when you get on
certain issues relating to humanitarian issues,
social justice, civil rights, civil liberties.
You usually weren't in the chanber; but when you
cane in the chanber, it was for an issue that
you felt passionately about, and you were
riveting in your passion, the way you spoke on
those issues, and it nade ne very proud because
those are issues that | amvery happy to have a
| eader feel are paranount issues, issues that
af fect the human condition.

| also wanted to nention that you

showed such caring in conference. You really
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bent over backwards to hel p each one of us, both
collectively and individually. | renenber once
sonmeone said, "Wll, do you get pounded over the
head or your armtw sted because you nust vote
this way?" And | said, "First of all, our

| eader rules nore by consensus.” He tries to
find a mddle position that naybe all of us
don't love but all of us don't hate, and at

| east there is the m ddle ground; and who knows,
that is proobably the best solution to find that
m ddl e ground and not have everybody deliriously
happy.

But you also felt that way in the
chanber. You tried to work in a bipartisan
manner so that we could nove the issues of the
day. When we get too tangled up in our
bi parti san and i deol ogi cal positions, we really
don't nmove much. W get stuck; and if you want
to nove an issue, you have to find that mddle
ground, and | find that Senator Chrenstein was
very, very conpetent in that area, being able to
conciliate, nediate and find the m ddl e ground.

Lastly, nobody has nentioned this
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man's optimsm He is incurably, hopelessly
optimstic, but that normally makes peopl e happy
and outgoing and friendly and warm and | think
that was surely the essence of his personality
sonmet hing that made us all feel that he was our
very, very good friend, which, indeed, he
denonstrat ed over and over again in conference
and on the floor.

And | know I will continue to see
a |l ot of Freddy because we ski together and we
tenni s together and we di ne together, and | say
with all this extra tine, Freddy will have a | ot
of tinme to inprove his tennis, inprove his
skiing, and I'"'mglad he is not |istening.

At any rate, he has just built a
| ovel y weekend honme, which is very close to ne,
and so | know we will see a |lot of you, Freddy,
and | hope at sone point in the next decade you
will get into that honme and start enjoying it.

And, meanwhile, | w sh you and
Lynn the very best of everything in life.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Chair

recogni zes Senat or Col d.
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SENATOR GOLD: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President. As sonmeone who
shared a nortgage with Senator Chrenstein for a
nunber of years, | may not have known him as
| ong as sonme of the others, but | think I nmay
have known him best. But | am going to support
the resolution and speak for it, anyway.

No, actually, when the session
ended and everybody knew that we were going to
come back after that, | have had nmy doubts about
that. | have heard those things before so |
made a lot of ny remarks at the end of session,
but I want to add a few things too.

Senat or Montgonery was very
graci ous in her remarks about ny debating
ability, but actually, as nost of you know, | am
real ly best known as being a political sage, and
that's why, in 1975, | supported Jerry Bl oom as
the leader. | didn't guess so good |ast year,
ei t her.

| have al ways wondered, though,

why did you pick ny fund raiser to get David
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Pat er son nervous.

At any rate, | think a couple
things I just want to say in addition to what I
have already said last tinme. First of all, I'm
glad that no one is casually -- casually taking
the concept of being a Hol ocaust survivor,
because for those people who have been invol ved
with that issue, the survivors have survived but
the danage that is done to so nany peopl e has
caused nmany of them different kinds of
personality problens in their lives and not al
of them have been able to get to a point of
reaching their full potentials, and | think that
one nust understand that Senator Ohrenstein
certainly has not only brought the conpassion
that you woul d expect fromthat situation but
has been able to take fromthe experience those
facets of it which one would hope woul d make one
a better individual rather than just live their
life reflecting upon the scars.

In terns of optimsm | have told
this story before | guess |I've got to tell it.

Many of us, as Senator Stachowski, would be up

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

342

and down in their |lives and needed that extra
push, and we would play tennis with Freddy to
hel p get that push. But the one norning which
was the ultimate was the day that -- well, |
guess it started one norning when | played with
Freddy, and | beat him#6-2, 6-1, and as he got
of f the court he was saying, "You know, towards
the end, | sort of felt that forehand com ng
along." He said, "I felt it comng."

And the next week, | beat him
6-1, 6-1. He says, "You know, my backhand,
towards the end of the |ast gane, nmy backhand
was getting there, you know "

The next week, he didn't have his
racket and he had to borrow this old dil api dat ed
racket fromthe pro, and | beat him6-1, 6-1ove,
and he says, "You know sonething, I'mgoing to
buy this racket.” | don't know how nuch nore
optimstic you get than that.

On alittle nore serious note,
Fred can't speak today which may be one of the
advant ages, but | know if he could, as well as

accepting the thank yous of everyone, | think he
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woul d al so say thank you

Because let's be fair in ternms of
his | eadershi p and sonme of the rockier parts of
that | eadership, this Conference stood by him
We stood by him W stood by himfor good
reason. He earned it; and in standing by it, he
did a lot of good things. But | think that
there is no doubt that he woul d express that
ki nd of thank you.

And | know that while one of ny
col | eagues said that sone of those references
were false, we all know that they were all false
and that his situation was one of the worse
scapegoatings | have ever seen in a politica
situation.

At any rate, the |ast comrent |
woul d like to nake, and it reflects sonmewhat
upon the character of the individual, sonebody
said that they think that Fred Chrenstein, even
t hough he was not born in this country, speaks
English pretty well. There was one tine,

t hough, in his |ife when he cane over here, not

bei ng born here, that he didn't speak English so
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wel |, and he was in school in those days, and
somet hi ng happened, and he was cal |l ed upon to
make a statenent about it, and he didn't speak
as well as he does today, but he could express
hinsel f in English, and he is the author of that
very, very fanous statenment, "Me no snitch." It
was a day of great pride in his life, and it was
a day that showed sonme character, and | think
out of respect for it, Fred, before | say too
much, | ain't going to snitch, either

So you can relax a little bit.

But Fred served this house well. He served the
people well, and he deserves the rest fromus in
order to go out for those big bucks -- uh, for

t he personal things that one gets out of a | aw
practice, and we all wi sh himwell.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Question
is on the resolution. Al in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The Resol ution is adopted.
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Senat or Chrenstein, on behal f of
Senat or Bruno, certainly Senator Connor, all of
the nenbers of this house, we are sorry to see
you go, for nost of us, but we certainly take a
great deal of pride in your |eadership, and
certainly in what you have done, you can take a
great deal of pride in knowing full well that
you wi Il be remenbered as one of the great
political figures in this state, and
congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.
If we can return to reports of standing
commi ttees.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os.

Senat or Skel os, can we recogni ze
Senator Stavisky first, relative to a vote
earlier in the day, before we return.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Senat or Skel os.

Wt hout objection, | shall Ilike
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to be recorded in the negative on Cal endar
Nunmber 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senator Stavisky will be recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Number 1.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President.
Return to reports of standing comm ttees.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: W& wil |
return to reports of standing comrttees.

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator March
fromthe Committee on Corporations, Authorities,
and Comm ssions, reports the following two bills
directly for third reading:

Senate Bill Nunber 469, by
Senators Present and Kuhl, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law, in relation to creating
the Alfred, Arnond, Hornellsville Sewer
Aut hority.

Al so, Senate Bill Nunber 591, by
Senator Daly, an act to anend the Not-For-Profit

Corporation Law, in relation to the sale of
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crypts and the sale of cenetery |ots.

591 being reported with
amendnents. Both bills reported directly for
third reading.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Both
bills will be reported directly to third
r eadi ng.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, M.
President. There being no further business, |
nove we adjourn until Tuesday, January 24, 1995,
at 3:00 p.m sharp.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wt hout
obj ection, Senate stands adjourned until
tonorrow at 3:00 p.m sharp

(Wher eupon, at 4:50 p.m, Senate

adj our ned.)
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