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ALBANY, NEW YORK
January 17, 1995
3:05 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LT. GOVERNOR BETSY McCAUGHEY, President
STEPHEN F. SLOAN, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS
THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
come to order, please. Wuld you please rise
and repeat with ne the Pl edge of All egi ance.
(The assenbl age repeated the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
And now nay we bow our heads for
a nonment of silence.
(A nonent of silence was
observed.)
The readi ng of the Journal,
pl ease.
THE SECRETARY: In Senate,
Sat urday, January 1l4th. The Senate net pursuant
to adj ournnment, Senator Hobl ock in the Chair
upon designation of the Tenporary President.
The Journal of Friday, January 13th, was read
and approved. On npotion, Senate adjourned.
THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.

I'"d Iike to recogni ze Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNO  Madam Presi dent,
may we return to reports of standing commttees?

| believe we have a report fromthe Finance

Commi ttee.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will read the report of the Finance Comittee,
pl ease.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Stafford,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
foll owi ng nom nation: George C. Sinnott of
Cifton Park, State Cvil Service Conm ssion.

THE PRESI DENT: | recogni ze
Senator Bruno to nove the nom nation

SENATOR BRUNO.  Madam Presi dent,
| do nove the nom nation of George C. Sinnott as

Presi dent of the Cvil Service Conm ssion, and |
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bel i eve ny col | eague, Senat or Dean Skel os, has
sone observations and conments.

SENATOR SKELCS: Thank you very
much, Senator Bruno.

I was delighted to hear of Ceorge
Sinnott's appoi ntmrent by our new Gover nor
Governor Pataki, for this position. It's a
great choi ce.

| want to give you a little bit
of George Sinnott's background. He's a
decorated Vi etnamveteran, served from 1966 to
1968, was honorably discharged. He's been a
| ong-tinme public servant; 1974 to '86, town of
Henpstead, finished as their director of
personnel. | n Nassau County, he was also a
di rector of personnel until noving to the Al bany
area to serve as a nenber of the New York State
Enpl oyee Rel ati ons Board. He then noved to
Cifton Park fromny district in Baldw n where
his career has skyrocketed because of a
particul ar Senator, who his -- he now
represents, our Senate Majority Leader, Joe

Br uno.
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O her achi evenents of George
Sinnott, because Ceorge has always given back to
the conmunity. He was the Baldwin Rotary C ub
president; Friends of Mercy Medical Center,
board of directors, it's a hospital in ny
district; the Society of Friendly Sons of St.
Patrick, he was a founding nmenber. They raise
noney for Mercy Hospital; and it goes on and on
and on in all the professional associations that
he's been a nenber of.

W' ve missed George in Nassau
County because Ceorge, as director of personnel,
went through sone very difficult tinmes when the
county of Nassau was downsi zi ng, but during
those difficult times he treated all the
enpl oyees of the county with respect and
certainly all of those who were unfortunate
enough to have to | ose their job because of
downsi zing, he tried to work with themto find
new jobs for themin the private sector and
certainly to have counseling avail able for
t hem

We m ss George in Nassau County,
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and I know a | ot of people are saying right now
that, "CGeorge, you're lucky to get the
commi ssioner's post”, but it remnds nme of a
quote attributed to a very successful novie
maker, Sam Gol dwn. M. Goldwn said, "The
harder | work, the luckier | get." This
definitely applies to George, one of the hardest
wor kers and one of the nost gentle nen that |
have had the opportunity to knowin ny public
car eer.

I want to congratul ate George and
his famly and, if | could at this tineg,
i ntroduce his wife Judy; children Katie and Tim

who |'ve seen grow up over the years; his father

Bill Sinnott, Sr., who came up fromFlorida; his
brother is Bill Sinnott, Jr., who works for al
of us here in the Senate; Bill's children, M ke

and Laura, with a husband, M ke Cook; and, of
course, Ceorge's other brother, Mke. There are
alot of Mkes and Bills in the Sinnott famly,
but we wel conme all of you and we thank you for
being here with us on what | knowis a very

speci al day, not only for George but the entire
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Sinnott famly.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Skel os.

I'"d Iike to recogni ze Senat or
Levy.

SENATOR LEVY: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

It's really a great honor and
privilege to join with Senator Bruno and Senator
Skel os in lauding George Sinnott. He's been a
friend of mne, as he has been Dean and the
ot her representatives from Nassau County, for
many, many years. He conpiled as the
commi ssi oner of personnel, not only in the town
of Henpstead but nost recently in Nassau County,
an extraordi nary record of achi evenent and
acconpl i shnent .

Let ne just say again what | said
in Finance. The hallmark, the tradition and the
| egacy of the job George did in Nassau County in
the town of Henpstead was openness. He was pro

gressive. He was accessible. He was respon
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sible, and he just did the npst outstanding
job. Wien he left in md-1993, that was Nassau
County's loss and New York State's gain. | know
he's going to do a great job, and | congratul ate
t he Governor on this appointnent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Levy.

Senat or Mendez.

SENATOR MENDEZ: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| also want to join in with ny
dear col |l eagues, Senator Bruno, Skel os and Levy,
in -- in seconding the nom nation of M.
Si nnot t.

| was very nuch inpressed with
his testinony in the Finance Conmttee, and as a
mnority person that | am-- | am Puerto Rican,
as you know -- | was inpressed with the kind of
record that he achieved in Nassau County when he
dealt -- when he opened up opportunities for
Puerto Ri cans, Hispanics and African-Anmericans
to becone part of governnent. He changed the

entire structure and was really the provider of
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equal opportunity for the citizens of the area.
I think that he has had -- as has been expressed
bef ore, he has had vast experience in governnent
and in the area of personnel, and we all feel
that he's highly capable and highly qualified
and, therefore, we congratulate M. Sinnott and
the Governor for comng up with such an
appoi nt nent .

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Mendez.

Senator Tully.

SENATOR TULLY: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

| rise to speak in behalf of the
nom nee. He's a good friend of mne. 1've
known himfor many, nmany years when | served in
Nassau County. He's, in my opinion, the
qui ntessential public servant. He's always
avai l able. He's accessible. He's fair, treats
people with equanimty. He's dedicated,
devoted, intelligent, every adjective that you

coul d possibly think or ascribe to sonmeone that
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we woul d want to have represent us in dealings
with the people that we serve, George Sinnott
fits that adjective.

W mi ssed hi mwhen he | eft Nassau
County, but he hasn't gone very far. He'll be
here and he'll give a little bit of a touch of
Nassau County to the rest of the state, and |
couldn't think of anyone I'd want to represent
our fair county than George Sinnott.

Lots of good |uck, George.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Tully.

Senat or Markow t z.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: Thank you

very much

| have to admit, | don't know
M. Sinnott at all, but one thing | do know -
I"ve read his resunme. | heard himin conmttee

today, and there's no question that the Governor
has made a qualified appoi ntnment of soneone that
had t he background and experi ence.

The part that interests nme nost,

Senator Skelos, is that, as a nenmber of the
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Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, it is an honor for
nme as the Brooklyn Chair of the Loyal Lega

Yi ddi sh Sons of Erin to confirmthis nom nation
and to wi sh himbest wi shes.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Does any ot her nenber wi sh to be
heard on the nom nation?

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO  Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

To Senat or Levy, Senator Skel os
and to the others, you're right, Nassau |l ost a
great citizen, but Saratoga County, part of the
43rd Senatorial District, gained a citizen as
did the state, so | just want to echo the
sentinents of what has been said here on behal f
of George.

He truly has been an outstandi ng
public servant. He can be proud of his record
and I'msure his wife Judy and the chil dren,
Katie and Tim | ook proud, as will be his
father, Bill, who's here, and his brother

George, who is a colleague and works with us
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here in the Senate.

My congratul ations to George, to
his famly, and wi sh you very, very well as you
nove forward now into a greater area of
partici pation, using your expertise for public
service as you have in the past.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Bruno.

The question is on the
confirmation of the nom nee. All those in
favor?

(Response of "Aye".)

Al'l those opposed, signify by
sayi ng nay.

(There was no response.)

The ayes have it. George C
Sinnott is hereby confirmed as nenber of the
Civil Service Conm ssion and President.

(Appl ause.)

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Stafford,

fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
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nom nati on of John E. Sweeney, of Schaghti coke,
as Conmmi ssi oner of Labor.
SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Madam
Presi dent .
THE PRESIDENT: 1'd like to
recogni ze Senator Bruno to nove the nom nation.
SENATOR LEI CHTER: Well, Madam
President, | have a notion | would like to be
heard. | believe | was on the floor with -
THE PRESI DENT: Sorry.
SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you
| want to nove at this tinme -
SENATOR BRUNO. Madam Presi dent,
excuse me. Wo has the floor? Wo has the
fl oor?
THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNO. Who has the
fl oor?
THE PRESI DENT: | believe Senator
Bruno has the fl oor.
SENATOR LEI CHTER: Al right.
Then, Madam President, |'d ask to be

recogni zed. | understand he has the floor, but
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| have the right, | believe, to be recognized.

SENATOR BRUNO. Before we pl ace
the name in nom nation, Senator?

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, because |
have a notion

SENATOR BRUNO. | defer to
Senat or -

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you
Senat or Bruno.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno
yi el ds the fl oor.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Madam
Presi dent, thank you.

| want to nove to lay the
nom nation on the table for a week and direct
t he Labor and Finance Conmittee in the interim
to hold public hearings on M. Sweeney as the
Governor's nom nee for the position of
Conmmi ssi oner of Labor, and I'd |ike to be heard
on the notion, Madam Chairman -- | nean, Madam
Presi dent .

I"'m making this notion because |
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think that we're acting in undue haste w thout
giving -

THE PRESI DENT: Sir, excuse ne.
| believe this is a non-debatable notion, so we
shoul d take a vote on it.

SENATOR BRUNO. That's correct.

SENATOR GOLD: Ask for your nane
-- slowroll call, you want your name call ed.
Ask your nane be call ed.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Al right,
Madam - - Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion of
Senator Leichter, all those in favor -

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Just a second,
Madam President. | think it's inmportant that we
have an opportunity to discuss this, and | would
ask the indul gence of the Majority because |
think certainly you woul d want to understand why
| make this notion. | will keep it very brief
and maybe sonebody will want to respond, but |
think that we ought to -- we ought to debate
this, not just do it by a slowroll call but to

just debate it briefly, if we can.

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

116

THE PRESIDENT: |'mgoing to
recess for five mnutes to discuss this.

SENATOR BRUNO. Madam Presi dent

-- Madam Presi dent -- Madam President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thi s chanber has
established rules, and we function by those
rules, and the rules are such that state -- and,
Senator, you know the rules as well as | do -
you nmake your statenent. It is not debatable.
We should vote, and then a name will be placed
in nomnation and then you have an opportunity
to make whatever conments at whatever |ength you
so desire.

Now, those are the rules of the
chanber presently. |If we want to change the
rules, we ought to take that up at a later tine,
but I woul d ask your indulgence in allow ng ne
to place the nane in nomnation and foll ow ng
the rules of procedure here in the Senate.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senat or Bruno,
I have no objection in doing it. You want to

pl ace the name in nonmination, that's fine. Then
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|l et me nmake ny notion, and maybe that's the way
it should have been done. You're absolutely
correct. And then | would just ask an
opportunity to make a few coments on why | have
made the notion, nmaybe sonmebody wants to
respond, and then we'll go to a vote.

THE PRESI DENT: First, 1'd |ike
to recogni ze Senator Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

And it's with great pleasure that
I nove the nom nation of John Sweeney as
Commi ssi oner of Labor for New York State.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: At this tine,
t hank you, Madam President. Thank you, Senator
Br uno.

| think we are now proceeding in
a proper order, and the whol e idea and purpose
of ny notion is to have us proceed in a proper
order, to have us carry out our constitutiona
duty to give inforned consent, not just consent,

but to give informed consent to the Governor's
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nom nati ons.

I"mafraid that we have not done
t he background check, that we have not | ooked
into this nom nee's experience, that we have not
gi ven an opportunity for the public to be heard
on what is an extrenely inportant noni nation,
and for that reason at this point, | make a
notion to lay the nomination on the table for
one week and in the interimdirect the Conmttee
on Finance and the Conmittee on Labor to hold
heari ngs on this nom nati on.

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion of
Senator Leichter -- Senator Bruno, would you
like to be recogni zed?

SENATOR BRUNG | was going to
suggest that we have a vote on this notion at
this tinme, Madam President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

On the notion of Senator
Lei chter.

SENATOR GOLD: Madam Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Gol d.

SENATOR GOLD: On the roll call
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I would just like ny name called when it's
appropri at e.

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion of
Senator Leichter, all those in favor, aye -- say
aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

SENATOR GOLD: Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: All those in
favor say nay.

SENATOR GOLD: Madam Presi dent.

(Response of "Nay".)

SENATOR GOLD: Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Senat or
ol d.

SENATOR GOLD: | ask ny nane be
called, so | can explain ny vote.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Gol d.

SENATOR WALDON:  And Senat or

Wal don.

SENATOR GOLD: Madam Presi dent,
the confirmati on process is not a gane. It's a
constitutional mandate. I'll say it again, it's

a constitutional mandate, and way back when
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there was a fell ow naned Rockefeller, who was
the Governor of this state and | cane to the
Senate, | suggested that we ought to take that
very seriously. Nobody paid attention. Then a
crazy thing happened. Hugh Carey got el ected
governor and some of ny Republican friends cane
over to nme and said, "You know, Manny, that idea
you had about taking the confirmation process
seriously? It's a good idea. W're going to do
it now "

Wll, I"'mtelling you, it was a
good idea then for Carey, it was a good idea for
Cuono, and it's a good idea today, too.

Now, | understand that there are
people in this house, and our Majority Leader
particularly, who are very friendly with the new
Governor, and the new Governor is entitled to
have his cabinet; the new Governor is entitled
to his chance, but the process is inportant. |
have seen the United States Senate in Denocratic
hands with Denocratic Senators or vice versa,
and they take the job seriously. Confirnation

i S serious.
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Now, you're tal king about a job
here, the Comm ssioner of Labor, which affects
the lives of mllions of people that live in
this state. The normal procedure would be for
the Conmittee to hold a hearing, to reach out.
Sonebody said to nme, "Gee, what's Labor's
position on this? Do we have any nenos here?"
There ought to be. | can't believe it. W have
sonmebody bei ng nom nated for the Comm ssioner of
Labor, and | saw one nmeno, | think sonme fire
organi zati on, but can you believe there aren't
menos? And in my opinion, there should have
been an outreaching. The chairnman of the
Committee should want to know what these peopl e
think and, if the only thing these people can
think is that they don't want to say anything,
that ought to raise a question too.

But what is nore inportant is
that | understand that there are runblings and
runors here about this gentlenman, and | don't
think that's fair. |It's not fair.

| think M. Sweeney is entitled

to an open debate in an open discussion and to

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

122

have all these questions answered, and there's a
proper way to do it. W have had nom nees cone
bef ore the Senate before who -- where there have
been sensitive issues here and there, and we've
al ways done it as | adies and gentl enmen and

protected people's reputations and done it

properly.

Now, there are other nom nees of
the Governor. | don't know whether hearings are
scheduled. | don't think we have to find out at

the last mnute, but we cane in today to Finance
and the agenda which | hope sonebody has, says
we were taking these people subject to the
substantive conmttees taking a | ook at them
We didn't even know at that point when the
heari ngs woul d be, wouldn't be, or whatever.
It's a bad practice. George Pataki is entitled
to better; Sweeney is entitled to better, and
nore inportantly, we're entitled to better.

Now, Senator Bruno started this
session by saying he was nmaki ng najor reforns
and | said when asked about it, "Terrificl™ I'm

not playing a partisan gane. |It's terrific but,
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Senat or Bruno, don't undercut yourself in the
second week of session. | nmean, you were at the
commttee neetings. Senator Franz Leichter was
aski ng i nportant questions, and you -- | don't
know whet her you t hought he was finished or not,
but at 20 after 1:00 you were ready to cut it -
cut it off at that point. And why?

| don't think Sweeney has any...

M. Sweeney has anything to hide. | certainly

hope not, but this process has to be decent.

Senator Bruno, | say it in public
agai n, you have ny congratul ations for the
refornms that you're naking, but people are
funny. Wen it comes to the positives, they
forget those pretty quick, and the negatives
they remenber a long tinme. Don't tarnish what
you're trying to do by creating a process which
makes a joke of a constitutional nandate.

Franz Leichter is absolutely
correct. We're allowed to be correct once in a
while, and | think, for the sake of M. Sweeney,
that the notion should be supported. | think,

for the sake of M. Sweeney, we shouldn't even
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have to have the notion, that your side of the
ai sl e should stand up and say, "You know, we
have faith in this man. George Pataki nom nated
hi m and we have faith in him and his nom nation
can stand up for one nore week w thout going
down the toilet.”" Or can it?

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

SENATOR GOLD: | vote to support
t he noti on.

THE PRESIDENT: | would like to
rem nd the body that -

SENATOR GOLD: Was | nore than
two m nutes?

THE PRESI DENT: Excel | ent
expl anation, and | would |like to recognize
Senat or Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

As many of you in this chanber
know, my background is |aw enforcenment and from
t hat background one is able to sonetines hear
things. | would |ike to encourage us to |isten

to the runblings that sone of us have heard and
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to give M. Sweeney the fairest of opportunities
to make sure that he enters into his position as
Labor Commissioner that is the will of this
body, untarnished, and so |I would hope that M.
Bruno, our leader, in his wisdom would
recogni ze that there are sone things sub rosa
that need to be addressed and that we woul d
adhere to the request by Senator Leichter and
table this nmotion until a later date.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Wal don.

Senat or Abat e.

SENATOR ABATE: Yes. | had the
privilege to be a nenber of the Labor Conmittee
to hear the prospective conm ssioner, and | was
confortable in voting yes, but |I'munconfortable
in nmoving this process forward because there was
some information that was shared in the Finance
Conmittee that was not shared in the Labor
Committee, and what we're discussing today
really doesn't have nuch to do about John
Sweeney. It has to do about the integrity of

the process. W should never wal k away and say,
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"Let's not hear any nore," because | think John
Sweeney woul d say, "I have confidence about ny
background, ny capacity. | don't want to go on
to this position with people feeling that |'m

| ess than adequate."

So, although I was -- voted yes
for his confirmation, | think nowit's very
i mportant -- the issue is bigger than Sweeney.

The issue is the integrity of our confirmation.
Let's table it. Let's air these runors, what's
bei ng di scussed in one conmrittee not aired at
another, and | vote for the notion.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Abat e.

Senat or Lack.

SENATOR LACK: Thank you, Madam

Presi dent.

| nust say it's interesting how
the wormturns. | have been in this Senate now
for 17 sessions. | have confirnmed in ny nine

years as Chair of the Senate Labor Conmittee
three conm ssioners. Al of themwere done in

the exact same process that this gentlenman is
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bei ng confirmed. There was a hearing before the
Labor Commttee. There was a hearing before the
Fi nance Conmittee. All the nom nees cane,
spoke, tal ked about their credentials, |abor
opi ni on was sought.
Now, | haven't been chairman of

Labor in the |l ast year, but | still know an
awful |ot of people in organized |labor in this
state and the only phone calls I've had is that
it's a good appoi ntnment and when we get on the
mai n subj ect, which is the confirmation of M.
Sweeney, | certainly plan to talk on that; but |
nmust say how surprised | amthat suddenly
there's a Republican Governor and nenbers of our
Mnority stand up, the same nenbers who have
been sitting at the sane confirnation
proceedi ngs that | have all these years when
it's been Denocrat governors of this state
putting forth the nom nees, and not one of them
-- not one of you has ever stood up and said,
"Wait a mnute. Wiy is this process going so
fast? Who is this person? Wy wasn't there a

public hearing held for this nom nee?"
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I"'mgoing to tell you, in ny nine
years of chairing the Senate Labor Conmittee, |
never, ever for any of Governor Carey -- excuse
me -- Governor Cuonb's nom nees held what you're
calling for, a public hearing, other than a
heari ng before the Standing Comm ttee on Labor.
If | made a mistake all those years, |I'msorry
none of you ever stood up then and told ne about
it.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON: | think what
we have here is the concept of tine inpinging
upon the concept of judge... of justice.

Some of the appointnments that
have been made in the past, sone of those that

were just referred to, occurred over a process

of weeks. In one case it took two and a hal f
nmont hs. In fact, one of the nom nees was not
confirned.

So | think that Senator CGold's
remar ks just a nmonment ago were really the
preem nent remarks that we could be listening to

today. The nost unfair that this chanber coul d
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be would be to be that way to its own nom nees.
To rai se people's names such that they may be
appoi nted to high positions and then |let them be
appoi nted in such a cloud of uncertainty is nost
unfair to the candi dates, dim nishes the process
and, unfortunately, does not satisfy the
directive of advise and consent advised to us by
the Constitution.

And so Senator Leichter's notion
is a notion about process, not about people, and
what we're actually tal king about is a process
that started this Friday afternoon. The next
busi ness day was today. There was a Labor
Committee neeting at 11:00 a.m There was a
Fi nance Comm ttee neeting at noon. This is not
enough tine.

Now, | think that what the
Governor may be trying to do is very nerited.

We are trying in this age of tabloid journalism
and sensational television not to | et people's
per sonal business be bandi ed about in the nedia
such that it hurts their reputations when, in

fact, they may not have done sonet hi ng wrong,

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

130

but to speed the process to this extent is
actually creating the inpression that they have
done sonet hi ng wong when perhaps they have
not .

So | would just like to add this
one el ement to our conversation, which is that
in 1975 CGovernor Carey made an appoi ntnent. The
man's name was Schwartz. He actually served in
the -- as the -- perfornmed the duties of the
agency that he was appointed to for nearly a
year and was not confirmed by this New York
State Senate.

So | ask ny col |l eagues on the
ot her side of the aisle, what is the rush? In
other words, if there's a matter that is so
i nportant that the Commi ssioner of Labor should
address, let's let himaddress it right now
There's precedent for this. 1It's been done
before, but the confirnmation proceeding which is
so precious as it is defined in our Constitution
is sonething that we have to confer and
deli berate and do with all deliberate speed.

So | have a feeling, Senator
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Lei chter, that your notion isn't going to pass
and maybe that will be the case, but what |
would |ike to advise all of us here is that we
inthe Mnority are not going to take the
responsi bility for anything that nay come out of
today's proceedings that it would be said later
that this body should have known. Anything that
happens fromthis point on is going to be the
responsi bility of anyone that wants to nove a
nom nation that, in our opinion, had it been
hel d, we woul d have probably confirned a
deserving individual to a post.

SENATOR HANNON:  Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hannon.

SENATOR HANNON: | woul d j ust
like to speak in opposition and explain ny
vot e.

| think it's absolutely
outrageous that people would try to change the
rules of the ganme after we've already started.
Senat or Leichter has al ways been one who coul d
speak up. He's alway been one who coul d study

an issue, issue reports. | never saw any type
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of report that gave rise to the advise and
consent procedure and need to change it.

I woul d suggest they have ot her
notivations that would lead to this last mnute
attenpt, and | think it's outrageous that you,
Senat or Wal don, woul d have any sense of an
i nnuendo that would be attached to your
remarks. | don't think it has any place in this
process, and | think your reasons for com ng up
with this notion have little to do with the
procedure and nore to trying to change the
results of what happened | ast Novenber.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: | recogni ze
Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Yes, to
explain ny vote, Madam President. | just want
to answer Senator Hannon and al so Senator Lack.

What we're objecting to, Senator,
is that you' re changing the rules of the gane.
The rules of the gane are that there is due

deli beration. What you're doing is railroading
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t hrough nom nati ons wi thout a chance of public
di scussion, public airing or even giving nenbers
of the Senate and the responsible conmittees an
opportunity to inquire into facts and to be

hear d.

Senator Lack, let nme just point
out to you that the last tine there was a change
of adm nistration in the state house from
Senator -- | nean, from Governor WIlson to
Governor Carey, this was the date of the
confirmations by this Senate, run by the
Republican Majority. There was one confirmtion
i n January, Conmi ssioner of Division of Crimnal
Justice. The next confirmati on was March 4th,

t he Conmi ssioner of Transportation, the
Conmi ssi oner of Environnental Conservation. The
next confirmation was on March 18th, the
Secretary of State, one Mario Cuonp -- and then
there were a couple of others in March, then
there was sone in April. Then we had to wait
"til June to get to the Superintendent of
I nsurance, the Conm ssioner of Mental Hygiene,

and so on. W're asking that you stick -
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SENATOR DALY: WI Il the Senator

yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Daly.

SENATOR DALY: WI | the Senator
yi el d?

SENATOR LEICHTER: | can't in a
roll call.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Leichter,
will you yield for a nonent?

SENATOR DALY: Excuse ne. Just
want to debate it.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Senator, al
we're asking is that you do it the sane way for
Republ i can noni nees as you do it for Denocratic
nom nees. We're asking you to stick to the
rule. W're not asking you to change the rul es;
we're asking for fairness. W're asking for the
openness that the Majority Leader has conmtted
hinself to, and all we're suggesting is one week
and public hearings. |Is that asking too nuch?

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Leichter.

A point of clarification.
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Senator Stafford, I'msorry. |
didn't see you.

SENATOR STAFFORD: M. President
-- Madam President, | owe the $10, Madam
President. | just want to point out that during

the Finance neeting today, some said that | use

t hese fancy phrases. Well, | have one for
this. It'singood -- 1 say it in -- nothing
serious -

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Stafford,
coul d you pl ease speak into the m ke so we can
all hear you? Can you speak | ouder?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Ch, |I'm
sorry. But this is generally, this isn't any
one individual, but I can say this "gall" could
be divided into three parts, and I think there
woul d be what you think I'm going to say.

Thi s nom nation had the sane
treatment as nom nation after nom nation the
| ast 20 years. | was very pleased when there
had been a report, as there has been a report
here, and it was stated there's nothing in the

background exam nation that woul d rmake it
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i npossi ble for this person to serve. W have
that. W had the Labor neeting.

W all know that, when we start
tal ki ng about public hearings on our nom na
tions, we have the neeting of the committee that
has jurisdiction for the area where the person
i s being appointed, and then we have a Fi nance
neet i ng.

I want to tell everyone that has
joined us in the Finance neetings that we
appreci ate the attendance on both sides of the
ai sl e for these excell ent appointnments that our
Governor is making, and I would just say that
there's nothing out of the ordinary here. W
have an excel |l ent nom nee, and procedure was
fol | owed.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Stafford.

Now, please, I1'd like to
recogni ze Senator Spano first. He's been
waiting a long tine.

SENATOR SPANG  Thank you, Madam

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

137

Presi dent.

As the Chairman of the Labor
Committee, | think maybe |I should respond in
terms of sone of the questions of the process,
but I would first note that it's funny that this
guestion was rai sed as we consider the
Governor's nom nee for the Departnent of Labor
that wasn't raised as we just finished the
process for the Conm ssioner of Civil Service.
So that tells nme that there's sone additiona
notivation on behalf of the Mnority when it
conmes to this appointnent.

But et me tell you, over the
| ast coupl e of weeks since the Governor nade it
known that he was going to sel ect John Sweeney
to be his nomnee in the Departnment of Labor, I
i mredi ately reached out to organized | abor in
this state. The conm ssioner designee was
avai l able to neet with the president of the
AFL-CI O called and wanted to nake a courtesy
visit. He was out of town. He did have an
opportunity to nmeet with two of the executive

vi ce-presidents and two of the directors of the
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AFL-CI O The chairman of the Public Enployee
Conference, who is also Chairman of the -
President of the Upstate Professional Fire
Fighters, have witten in favor of the
Gover nor's nom nee.

| have not heard from one single
menber of organized |abor in this state who has
been in opposition to John Sweeney, nor were
they in opposition to the process. | reached
out to organi zed | abor and said that we were
goi ng to have a neeting today, asked themto be
present, asked themto let us know if there were
any views or questions that they woul d have
i ked to have asked of the Conm ssioner. They
di d give us sone questions that they wanted to
have asked. They were part of the process. Not
one of them have objected. Not one of the
menbers of the Mnority have objected to nme in
terms of the process, including the ranking
Denocrat on the Committee who | had an
opportunity to speak to | ast week and advi sed
the nenbers of the Comm ttee how we were goi ng

to do this.
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If you renenber, we tal ked -- and
Senator Leichter may tal k about the process in
terns of the |ast three Labor Conm ssioners.
You mi ght notice that the |last three Labor
Conmi ssi oners were confirned within two weeks of
their nom nation by the Governor. As | -- when
| chaired the Mental Health and Devel opnent al
Disabilities Conmttee, the |ast appointnent, we
confirmed in one day, Comm ssioner Tom Maul,
that was sent to us by Governor Cuono. |n one
day we had a hearing, a Cormittee neeting -- a
committee neeting/ hearing and noved forward on
the Senate floor after the deliberations by the
Senat e Finance Committ ee.

Al'l of the background checks -
Senator Gold, as you nentioned, all the
background checks on this nom nee were fully
| ooked into. Al the BCl checks, all of that is
is conpleted. Al of that has been presented to
us. Al of his financial statements have been
made avail able to the nmenbers of this house for
your review. All of that has been there.

W don't take this as a gane. W
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take the confirmation process very, very
seriously, and | think that we shoul d def eat
Senator Leichter's notion, take a |look at it for
where it stands and nove forward to tal k about
t he acconplishnments and the positive qualities
of the Governor's nom nee.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Mal t ese.

SENATOR MALTESE: Madam
President, these are tunultuous tinmes. W have
just seen cataclysnic changes in New York and in
national politics. W nust nove, yes, with
prudence, but we must nove quickly. W have a
new Governor after so nmany years of a different
adm nistration. W have many changes in
government that nust be made. They will not be
made with foot-dragging or if obstructionists
interfere with the process in the nam ng of
candi dates to hold these offices that would give
our new Governor and Lieutenant Governor the
opportunity to govern. W cannot allow or

permt obstructionists to interfere with this
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process.

Thi s nom nee is soneone who has
been in public life for nore than 15 years, a
menber of the bar. This is not sonme person who
is unknown. It is a person with a statew de
reputation, and the reputation is a good one.

Madam President, | feel that
these objections are vain entreaties to turn
back an el ectoral process that began in Novenber
and that resulted in the election of a new
adm nistration. W wll proceed. W should
proceed expeditiously and prudently.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Mal t ese.

Senat or Connor .

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent.

You know, Senator Spano correctly
poi nts out that there seens to be no opposition
from organi zed | abor to this nomnee. | had ny
staff check on Friday to ascertain that, but the
point really -- and why is there a difference

between M. -- the prior nomnee to the G vi
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Service Comm ssion and this one? |It's quite
si npl e.

There were a coupl e of questions
that nenbers wanted to ask based on information
they were given in the Finance Conmittee, and
they clearly feel they were precluded from
pursuing the Iine of questioning.

Now, a nore -- perhaps even a
better process would allow M. Sweeney to neet
wi th sonme concerned nenbers and di scuss sone of
these things. That's what a week woul d do.
There was -- there were sinply a couple of open
guestions raised by the information provided and
the process -- a weakness, as | see it, in the
process, and this should concern nenbers of both
sides of the aisle, is that the sane information
is by customin this house not nade available to
the menbers in the substantive conmmttee as is
made avail able to the nmenbers in the Finance
Committee, thus produci ng an anomaly such as a
menber of both commttees going in at 11:00
o' clock in the norning, everything seens fine,

and voting for the nom nee and then going to the
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Fi nance Comm ttee and receiving nore informtion
and saying, "lI'mnot confortable pursuing this
course of approval at this tine."

| suggest we | ook at that
procedure. And the fact to say this is the
procedure we always had, is just not quite
true. Usually, and there are exceptions, there
was nore advance notice of the comttee
neetings. To receive a call |ate on Thursday,
"Can you get your nenbers here first thing
Tuesday norning after a holiday neeting? W're
going to do sone nom nations.” To not get -
and as | understand the process, a designee of
the ranking Mnority nenber on Fi nance goes and
| ooks at all the background docunentati on and
reports. That wasn't available until Friday
afternoon before a three-day weekend and, | o and
behol d, the process not only began Tuesday
nor ni ng but was expected to concl ude sone tine
in the early afternoon on the same day.

And | don't think anyone really
wants at this time to oppose M. Sweeney's

nom nation, but | think if you don't just it off
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for a week, some people will do that undoubtedly
because they do have questions -- they do have
guestions, and you in the Majority taught us so
wel | that deliberation matters in discharging

this constitutional function. The tinme does

matter.

| don't -- and | nay have
informally nmet him | don't recall ever having
met M. Sweeney. | suggest -- and |I'mventuring

a suggestion w thout know ng the answer, but |
have a feeling that the introductions that
Senat or Spano tal ked about occurred rather
recently, perhaps the end of |ast week, and I
just think that we need nore tine.

| recall I was on the Labor
Committee many, nany years ago when Senat or Levy
was the chair and the Governor, Governor Carey,
sent over a nom nee who was deened to be too
political, and | believe the hearings went on
for four nonths before the nonm nee wthdrew.
So, | mean there was precedent for
deli beration. W are asking for a week.

Now, the one thing I want to say,
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Madam Presi dent -

THE PRESI DENT: Poi nt of order.

SENATOR CONNOR:  -- Senator Bruno
assured nme that in the future we would have at
| east a week's notice for these nom nees, so |
assume since today is Tuesday and we've received
no notice, that we won't have any of these
nom nees next Monday or Tuesday. | hope |I'm
right in thinking that.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESIDENT: | would like to
recogni ze Senator Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO. Madam Presi dent,
woul d you announce the vote on Senator
Lei chter's notion?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes. Senator
Leichter's notion to table was defeated by a
VOoi ce vote.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of the nom nee.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you, Madam
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Presi dent.

On the confirmation of the
nom nee, John Sweeney, | think, Madam President,
you are witnessing a debate here that very nuch
represents the difference between the past and
t he present.

In the past, we many tinmes in
government forgot that we are here to serve the
people of this state, not necessarily a process
to our own liking or our own making and that we
change the rules as we go al ong, as ny honored
col | eagues in speaking totally ignore the rule
of a two-mnute -- two-m nute rule when you
speak, totally ignoring that because it suits
them |If we want to follow the procedures,
Senator, let's follow the procedures. But what
we' re tal king about here today is governing with
a new adm nistration, an adm nistration that
recogni zed that |ast week it was critical to
just a Secretary of State in place so that
person could be of service to the public.

The adm ni stration recogni zes

that Gvil Service, protecting the rights of
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people of this state, is critically inportant.
Consequently, we expedite that nom nation. And
what is nore inportant to the people of this
state than jobs, protection of labor in this
state? In ny mnd, nothing. And that's the
maj or di fference between the past and the
present. There's a recognition that jobs, the
econony of this state is the nobst inportant

t hi ng when you want to deal with the health and
wel fare of the people of this state.

So, Madam President, | am honored
that John Sweeney, here in this chanber, is
presented to us for confirmati on because he
represents, through his heritage, a father who
knew what it was to | abor, who struggled to
protect |abor, founded a | abor union and becane
its president.

Now, that's living, and that's
experience in the real world of dealing with
people. That's what John Sweeney brings. He's
been in public service for years, years. Stop
DW programfor ten years in Renssel aer County.

He did an outstanding job, a job that he can be

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

148

proud of, and that | am proud of and the rest of
the constituents in Renssel aer County are proud
of. He is a professional in every sense of the
wor d.

I s he aggressive? Yes, he is.

Is he effective? Yes, heis. WII he be
effective in serving the people of this state?
Yes, he will. He will nove the agenda forward
on behal f of |abor and the public, and he w |
recogni ze that the nost critical thing in this
state is that people have an opportunity to work
and work fairly.

So, by heritage, by background,
by experience, by disposition, he's as qualified
as anyone could be, and |I'm honored to support
hi s nom nation, and recogni ze his beauti ful
children, Kelly, John and Mary, that are here
wi th John, and wel cone themto the chanber and,
col | eagues, | can assure you that a persona
relati onship with John Sweeney as he has worked
professionally, and he is a true professional,
and to those that are concerned, he wl|

represent the people of this state, and that's
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all of the people in this state, as he goes
forward in discharging his responsibilities as
t he Conmi ssi oner of Labor.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Bruno.

I'"d Iike to recogni ze Senat or
Spano.

SENATOR SPANO.  Madam Presi dent,
do you have a |ist of speakers?

THE PRESI DENT:  Yes.

SENATOR SPANC: Do you have a
l'ist?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes.

SENATOR SPANO  Can you put ne at
the end of the list to close?

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI O.  Madam
President, | rise in support of this
nom nati on.

One of the nost remarkable nmen

|'ve ever known was a man who, at one tinme, held
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the position that this appointnent is about.
Martin P. Catherwood, during the m d-1950s, was
Labor Commi ssioner for New York State. He was
commi ssioner during a time when there was great
job growth and devel opnent, when New York was a
state that was novi ng, when New York was a state
that held the beacon for other states in
econoni ¢ devel opnent. So well thought of was
Martin Catherwood that a library at the New York
State School of Industrial and Labor Relations
at Cornell University was named after him

I'"ma graduate of that school,
and | had the privilege of working with Dr.
Cat herwood while | was a student there, and |
can say very strongly when | saw this nom nation
of John Sweeney to be our new Conmi ssioner of
Labor, that | thought back to Dr. Catherwood and
how John Sweeney wi Il be the sane type of Labor
Commi ssioner and will do great things in
bri ngi ng New York back to the job devel opnent/
job creation state that it once was.

I"mal so very pl eased, as Senat or

Bruno mentioned, that John's roots are in the
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| abor novenent, with a dad who knew what it was
like to work hard to put bread on the table, who
sought a better life for his children through
wor k and through the | abor novenent. W have in
t hi s nom nee, Madam Presi dent and mny col | eagues,
one with great character

| don't know if there's a library
yet ready for the nom nee's nane, but who knows,
by the tine he is done in service to the state
of New York in this very inportant job, there
just may be, and | wel conme this appointnment and
am proud to speak on behal f of the nom nation.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Madam
President, could | ask through the Majority
Leader whether there would be sonmebody who coul d
answer a coupl e of questions about this
nom nee? | don't know whether it's appropriate
to ask the Labor -- Chairman of the Labor
Committee or Senator Bruno hinself.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.
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(Senat or Spano nods head.)

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Thr ough you,
Madam President, to the Chairman of the Labor
Conmittee.

I'"d like to focus on a coupl e of
things. One, do you know if anyone conducted an
eval uation of this nomnee's qualifications to
hold this position and, if so, what was the
result of that eval uation?

SENATOR SPANO I n conversations
we' ve had, nunber one -- in conversations that
we have had with the Governor's office, they
advised nme that they did a very thorough check
in a nunber of extensive conversations with the
nom nee in ternms of what his positions were
about restoring the state's econony, understand
ing the need for the state Departnent of Labor
to get involved in both the protection of the
workers as well as the corporate sector in this
state.

W have had -- | have had a
nunber of extensive conversations with the

Governor's designee with respect to his vision
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and the way he sees the future as it revol ves
around t he Departnment of Labor, and |I'mvery,
very confortabl e, Senator Dollinger, that a
nunber of probably hours worth of extensive
research and conversations and interviews went
into this process.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n t hrough
you, Madam Presi dent.

Do you know, Senator, whether
anyone | ooked at Section 21 of the Labor Law
whi ch defines the job duties of the Comm ssioner
of Labor, and conpared the noni nee's job
experience with those qualifications?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.

SENATOR SPANO | -- | did take,
as a matter of fact, a |ook at the copy of the
Labor Law just |ast night, took a | ook at and
had conversations with the Governor's designee,
and as the Chairman of the Labor Commttee -- |
can only answer for nyself, Senator Dol linger -
| feel very, very confortable that he can do the
job as it is set forth in the statute as well as

we woul d be -- expect himto performon behal f
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of the working men and wonen of the state.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n,
t hrough you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Can you j ust
enlighten ne which of the 12 criteria that this
Legi slature said include the powers of
Commi ssi oner of Labor, which of those 12
criteria this nonm nee has any experience in?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.

SENATOR SPANGC:  When you | ook at
t he nom nee's background, you | ook at the fact
that he has been an attorney.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  For how
| ong?

SENATOR SPANO  He's been
i nvol ved both in public and private practice for

-- how many years? |'m not sure.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | beli eve,
three.

SENATOR SPANOC: He is a person

who has had a background in | abor, and it was
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di scussed that he was raised in a union
househol d, and when you | ook at our previous
nom nees, | ook back at John Hudacs, who was a
career government enployee who was appoi nted by
the Governor to head the Departnent of Labor; we
| ook at Lillian Roberts, who was vice-president
of a | abor union, who was appointed by the
Governor; if we ook at Philip Ross, who was an
acadenic, every one of those, Senator Dollinger,
if you look through the listings in the statute,
you will not be able to |line up the appropriate,
as you m ght deem necessary background to match
up each of those positions, but each one of them
-- each one of themserved us well.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | guess ny
guestion -

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER© My questi on,
agai n through you, Madam President, if the
Senator would continue to yield is that, clear
ly, if you were evaluating the qualifications

for soneone, you would | ook for some correlation
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bet ween the past experience and the 12 statutory
responsibilities that we created for the
Conmmi ssi oner of Labor in the Labor Law. This is
the law that we'll ask himto enforce.

| can't find anything on these
two pi eces of paper which suggest that he's ever
done any of the things nentioned in this book.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.

SENATOR SPANC My previ ous
comments | think should stand by -- addition
ally, I think one of the nandates that was
presented to us and to the Governor in |ast
Novenber was the fact that business as usual is
bad busi ness, and people are | ooking for us
maybe to do things a little differently as
well. So, having sonmeone with a fresh
perspective taking a | ook at an agency like the
Departnent of Labor, | think, is a pretty good
i dea as wel .

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Ckay.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n t hrough
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you, Madam President, just a couple nore quick
guesti ons.

It's customary, since | do a |ot
of labor relations work, to | ook at someone's
resunme and al so | ook at the concept of refer
ences for the position. | note that in the
resune that |'ve gotten from M. Sweeney, | note
there's no reference to, quote, "his
ref erences".

Do you know, Senator, who was
given as his references, who checked his
references? 1s he a nmenber in good standing of
the bar association, for exanple? Is he -- |
don't know, if we talked to |lawers that he's
practiced with, judges he's practiced with?

The only reference | see on his
entire resune is that he worked in civil litiga
tion, crimnal defense and | abor relations. Do
you know what he did in | abor relations?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.

SENATOR SPANO | don't know
specifically in terns of what he did in |abor

relations. | know that he -- the question was
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asked this norning at our Labor Conmmttee neet

i ng where he did answer that he had represented
a nunmber of clients in ternms of Wrkers' Conp'
claims and in a couple of other areas in |abor,
| don't renmenber exactly, Senator Dollinger,
what they were.

Il will tell you that | have been
informed by the Governor's office that the
conpl ete BCl check was conpleted, a conplete
background check was conpl eted on the noni nee
and, of course, | think it should carry sone
wei ght in this chanber for the fact that our
Majority Leader stood on this floor and said he
has known the nom nee for the last 15 years and
he's a constituent in the 43rd Senatoria
Di strict.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER One fina
question through you, Madam President, just so |
understand the future course of this so we can
per haps cl ear up any qual ns about the process
that's been followed with respect to this
nom nee.

| understand, as in the Court of
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Appeal s nom nees, when | sat on the Judiciary
Committee, the Court of Appeals nom nees, the
BCl reports and the financial disclosure reports
are nmade available to nmenbers of that commttee
for inspection.

Is it nmy understanding that M.

Sweeney's BCl report and his financial disclos

ure forns -- and believe ne, Senator, let ne
make it perfectly clear. | don't know what's in
them | haven't seen them and | don't know

anyone in this chanber or anyone who's |istening
that there's anything in those reports of any
consequence, but is it ny understandi ng that
those reports will be made as part of the
Majority's confirmati on process, that those
report will be nmade avail able to nenbers of the
commttee or individual menbers upon request to
i nspect in the future?
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.
SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Again, |
apol ogi ze through you, Madam President. |
under st and Senat or Spano was tal ki ng.

| just want to namke sure. Since
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there is an issue to access to information and,
again, without -- I'mnot casting -- | don't
want any inferences drawn fromthis; | sinply
want to nake sure we understand the process for
the future. WII the BCl reports and the
financial disclosure information be available to
all the nmenbers that want to have access to
them such as we've done in the Court of Appeals
nom nee whi ch, frankly, because |I'm a nenber of
the Judiciary Cormittee are the only nom nees
that, in nmy past experience in this house, that
["mfamliar wth.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.
SENATOR SPANCG  If you can
i ndul ge us for a second, we'll get an answer.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.
SENATOR SPANO  Madam Presi dent,
" madvi sed by counsel that the conplete BC
reports, the financial disclosure, all of the
necessary background docunents related to the
nom nee are available to the counsel, to the
Majority Leader and to the Mnority Leader and

that, in fact, counsel to the Mnority Leader
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di d have an opportunity to review in detail the
-- all of those statenents, all of those

di scl osures, all of those files, and that's the
procedure that has been in place by previous
adm ni strations.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n t hrough
you, Madam President, and | apol ogi ze to Senat or
Spano. This may not be a question appropriate
to himbut | -- my question is, why isn't that
informati on made avail able to nmenbers?

The 300, 000 people that I
represent in the state of New York haven't been
avai l able -- | have not been able to review
those materials, and nmy question is, why
woul dn't they be nade available directly to any
menber that had an interest in the process?

SENATOR SPANO | will yield to
t he chairman of the Finance Conmittee.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Madam

President, | think maybe | can help here a
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little.

I f anyone conmes to the chairnan
of the Finance Committee, they're able to get
information as | have in the past and as you
woul d be able to. Senator, |et nme enphasize, we
don't think confidential information should be
floating around the halls of the Legislature or
of the Capitol or of your house.

Now, for years, as Senator Spano
expl ai ned very, very well -

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Madam
President, | just -

SENATOR STAFFORD: Let ne finish.

SENATOR DOLLINGER | don't Ilike
someone suggesting that | have violated the
confidentiality of this chanber. There's no
evi dence of that at all.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | don't |ike
what | heard; | don't |like what | heard at all

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | don't |ike
what | heard, Madam Presi dent and, actually, as

nost people will agree, I'ma pretty easy-going
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guy.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: |
understand. | hope the sanme is true.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Par don?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Not hi ng.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Good. That
was good judgnent.

Now, as we explained earlier -
as we explained earlier, there's confidentia
information is made available to the staff of
the Mnority and the Majority, and if this isn't
done properly, we find out very, very quickly if
we find out that the information isn't being
af f orded us.

W don't take confidentia
information out of files and have them here in
various offices. | hope | make nyself clear.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  You do,
Senator. | sinply want to point out that, both
when Senator Lack was chairman of Judiciary
Committee and his predecessor, Senator Mega, |
i nspected that information. | never violated

t he confi dences. | take those confi dences, both
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as a nenber of this Legislature and as a | awer,
very seriously.

SENATOR LACK: Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lack.

SENATOR LACK:  Yes. I'msorry to
go out of order, but if | can just answer
Senator Dol linger's question.

Senator, judiciary appointnments,
as Senator Skel os certainly pointed out, do not
go to the Conmttee on Finance. The reason you
got information on Court of Appeals judges is
because they're |ifetine appoi ntees, and you saw
that information.

Nor mal judicial confirmtions
done by this house is you'll get basically the
some type of information that Senator Spano
referred you to. Counsels to the Mnority w |
have access to | ook at full financia
di scl osure. |If there's something they want
nore, they'll ask for it. But the reason is a
little bit nore leeway in judiciary rather than
the other commttees is because judicia

nom nations don't go to Finance Commttee; they
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cone to this floor

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | appreci ate

Senat or -

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | appreciate
Senator Lack's clarification. | think that's a

reasoned basis for distinguishing between the
two. However, | would urge ny coll eagues on the
ot her side to adopt the nore open judiciary
approach because | think it would facilitate,
frankly, elimnating possibilities of
m sinformati on or questionable -- sonmeone has
said here earlier, a question being raised.

| think the open and above-board
di scl osure anong nmenbers on a confidential basis
woul d be appr eci at ed.

On the nom nation, Madam
President, I'"'mgoing to vote in opposition to
this nom nation.

| guess in ny |labor relations
practice, the first thing that I did to try to

figure out whether soneone would performa job
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is to look at what they did in the past as an
i ndi cation of what they'Il do in the future. So
in preparation for that, | went to the Labor
Law, which contains in Section 21, 12 things
that the Conmmi ssioner of Labor has jurisdiction
over. There's no evidence today that this
nom nee has ever done any one of those 12
t hi ngs.

| then went to the definition of
t he Labor Comm ssioner in MKinney's, the
summary in MKinney's, which contains all the
references to the | abor conmmission in all the
laws that this Legislature has passed, all the
directions that we've given to the Labor
Conmi ssioner to do. Onh, let's start with
actions and proceedings involving the forfeiture
of property, occupational and safety health
standards, Article 78 proceedings relating to
t hat .

Senat or Bruno mentioned that one
of the critical issues was the apprenticeship
and training council. That's a critical thing.

| believe in job retention. There's no evidence
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that this nom nee has done that.

What about conveni ng boards of
inquiry in | abor disputes? Again, a power given
to the Labor conm ssioner? No evidence he's
ever been involved in that.

How about the bridge to enpl oy
ment program workout, try out and educati on
programnms, all of those inportant things that the
conmi ssi oner does? No evidence that he's done
any of that.

No evi dence that he's ever been
i nvol ved in enforcenment proceeding held by the
Depart nent of Labor, involving building con
struction, denolition, repair, the building
construction code, the Labor Law, the
occupational and safety health standards, all of
them very inportant.

He will be participating in the
entrepreneurshi p, support centers, standards in
establishing them No evidence he's been
i nvol ved in that.

He's involved in factory inspec

tion. He's involved in farm worker inspections.
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He's involved in determ ning hours of |abor.
He's involved in investigations under the Labor
and Managenent | nproper Practices Act. He's
i nvolved in | abor canps, in manpower devel opnent
and training, nedical inspection and supervision
over enployees in industries dangerous to safety
and heal th, nunicipal housing contracts,
determinations of prevailing rates, collective
bargai ni ng contracts. It goes -- conditions of
aliens enployed in industry, |abor conditions,
powers as to wonen in industry, all of these
qual i fications, none of which this nom nee has.
And, frankly, | guess when | | ook
through the qualifications that are listed on
this resune, | guess the one thing that makes ne
nost nervous is the one listed at the very top.
| acknowl edge, as Senator Bruno does, that we're
in anewera, but in this new era, one of the
gquestions | would ask, would I hire this person
for $95,000 to be the Conm ssioner of Labor when
he tells ne that his first and forenpbst entry on
his resume, which doesn't include any

ref erences, doesn't contain any evidence of
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doi ng anything that the Commi ssioner of Labor is
required to do, is that he was the executive
director and chief counsel from 1992 to the
present of the New York State Republican State
Commi ttee?

I'd suggest that that's nore than
enough reason to | ook -

SENATOR SKELCS: Woul d Senat or
Dol |'i nger vyiel d?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR DOLLINGER:  Not at this
time, Madam President. [|'ll yield when |I'm
fini shed.

SENATOR SKELOS: Could | have a
poi nt of informtion?

THE PRESI DENT: State your point,
pl ease.

SENATOR SKELCS: | believe, if
you | ook at the resunme, the jobs have been
listed in chronol ogi cal order by year of
servi ce.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: That's

correct.
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SENATOR SKELOS: So | don't think
you should m slead the Senate in believing that
that was his nunber one priority in terns of
conpetence to serve as Labor Comm ssi oner,
al t hough bei ng executive director of the
Republican State Commttee and the fine job they
did this past Novenber 8th is good enough for
me.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Under those
ci rcunst ances, Senator Skel os, assum ng t hat
you're correct, he should be the El ections
Commi ssi oner and not the Labor Conmi ssioner.

It seens to me, when people
approach me with a resune, they put on the top
of the resunme their nost valued skill, the one
thing that catches your eye, the one thing
that's nost inportant, the one credential they
want you to renmenber, and that's it.

| suggest that spending $95, 000

of ny taxpayers' noney on this nomnee for this
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position is not supported by the evidence in
front of you.

I will vote no.

THE PRESI DENT: The Chair has a
list of Senators who would |ike to be
recogni zed.

Senat or Mar kowi t z.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: Thank you
very much, Madam Presi dent.

I'"mgoing to support the
nom nation, and | want to give you a reason
why.

It's very clear fromlistening to
Senat or Spano and | think nost of ny coll eagues

-- | know Senator Lack for a |lot of years and |

know how to read between the lines. W can't
defend the nom nation on his experience running
the Labor Departnment. There's no question about
it. The fact is, if you | ook over the nom nees
over the past nunber of adm nistrations, it
clearly shows that this nom nee | acks the boiler
pl ate | anguage and the hands-on experience that

one woul d expect a conmi ssioner in this
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departnment to have.

| have serious questions. This
departnent, | understand, has 6,000 enpl oyees.

I wonder, in ternms of the Renssel aer program
that he was in charge of, how many enpl oyees
reported to him | have concerns about a | ot of
i ssues on this, and | heard sonme good things
from Senator Bruno about his father. It brought
to my mnd that perhaps we should be confirm ng
himthis afternoon.

But what | amsaying is this, and
my concern. | believe in the wi dest |atitude
for a governor to make his appoi ntnments, because
if this comm ssioner-to-be fails, it won't be
his problemor responsibility; it will be on the
shoul ders of our governor, our new governor.

Senator Maltese, all of us here
recogni ze that the Republican Party won the
el ection this past Novenber. W know that. You
don't have to repeat it. W knowit. Believe
nme, we know it. Being Denocrats in the Senate,
regardl ess of who won, we're in the sane

position, believe ne, we're no further out in
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the pasture than we were under previous
Denocratic governors, that's for sure, so we're
kind of used to it on this end.

W' ve | earned fromthe Majority
here, when Governor Carey and Governor Cuonop had
proposed their nom nees, that at tines you nove
swiftly and other tinmes you waited and ot her
times you dragged it out year after year, you
di d what you thought was best the way you saw
it, and here as Denocrats in a Republican
adm nistration, we have a right, a legitimte
right, in fact, an absolute constitutiona
right, to raise the questions.

So |'mconvinced that, on the
basi s of experience, M. Sweeney doesn't have
it. But sonething else was said here, and,
Senat or Spano, you said it right, that maybe
it's not what he has had but what he may bring
that's sonmething this governor has seen in this
gentl eman that he feels he's got something going
for him that he will be the kind of
conmi ssi oner that he believes, the Governor

believes will be the best for the people of this

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

174

state, and so | hope and pray that the new

commi ssioner will be a superb addition here in
New York, that he will be an excellent

commi ssioner that |abor with respect throughout
the state of New York, but let it be said today
and forward, that if this nom nation succeeds,
it will be the Governor and M. Sweeney. Shoul d
this nomnee fail his responsibilities and not
beconme a superb Labor Conm ssioner, it will be
Governor Pataki's fault.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Di Carl o.

SENATOR Di CARLO  Madam Chai r
woman -- Madam President, it's an honor to rise
on behal f of the nom nee for Conm ssioner of
Labor in New York State. If you wi sh, John, to
add nmy nanme to your list of references, | wll
gladly allow you to add mny nane.

Al so, for Senator Dollinger, the
nost inportant name that | think in terms of
reference was the person who is proposing M.
Sweeney for the conm ssioner position, the
Governor of the state of New York who has put

forth M. Sweeney's nane, and | think nost of
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the people in this state have great respect and
adm ration for our new Governor

In Labor today, in the commttee
neeting, there weren't many words opposed to M.
Sweeney. The only thing that | heard in the
committee neeting today was that they didn't
t hi nk he had enough experience. | would argue
that the reason that the state of New York is in
such disrepair after 20 years of supposed
experience and | eadership is because we haven't
put forth the right type of people in
gover nment .

M. Sweeney is that right type of
person. M. Sweeney, in ny opinion, is an
intelligent, energetic individual who was chosen
by the Governor to do a job and that job he wll
do, and I"'mglad that we're noving toward the
i ndi vi dual such as M. Sweeney.

And for those of you who think
it's just a Republican thing, | have had the
experience of being on both sides of issues with
John Sweeney. W have been working together on

i ssues, and we have al so been in opposite canps
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on certain issues. | have trenmendous respect
for his abilities. | think he will nake an
excel l ent, excellent Labor Comm ssioner and we
| ook forward to working with you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senator Di Carl o.

Senat or Nanul a.

SENATOR NANULA: Rising to
expl ain ny vote.

I"mon the Labor Committee and
this nmorning, upon receiving M. Sweeney's
resunme, | reviewed it, gave it sone study and
some t hought and gave some thought to the
dynam cs of the job at hand and it becane very
clear to me, and it's been di scussed abundantly
since here in this chanber, that there were sone
striking observations regarding the concept in
the term "experience".

The first thing | thought in
regard to that concept was what type of
managenment experi ence does this gentl eman have?
The second thing, of course, was what type of

| abor background does this gentlenan have? So
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i nstead of drawi ng conclusions fromthe resune
alone, | went to the conmttee neeting and I
asked M. Sweeney these questions. | asked him
what type of managenent experience, what were
t he annual budgets of the various entities, jobs
that you've handled, the Stop DW directorship
the town of Nassau town attorney, et cetera, and
admttedly, M. Sweeney spoke up and said,
"Well, ny budgets were small; ny staff
allocations were small. $80,000 was ny staff
allocation in ny first year as director of the
DW -- the Stop DW program and | do not have
experience in running a |l arge organi zation."
It's be made clear that this
organi zation, this departnent, is one that
enpl oyees 5, 000 plus people, and one that has a
dynam c and di verse set of objectives and
responsi bilities which draws ne to the next
i ssue, and that, of course, is the experience in
regards to | abor.
| think it's wonderful that M.
Sweeney grew up in a hone with a father who is a

uni on organi zer and sonebody who spoke up and
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wor ked on behal f of the issues inportant to
peopl e that are involved in | abor but, if M.
Sweeney's father had been a heart surgeon,
certainly would not feel confortable in having
M. Sweeney operate on ne if | was having heart
problens. | think the exposure one has as a
child to a process certainly is far different
fromone's professional experience in regards to
detail ed and diverse issues as those which have
been stated by nenbers |ike Senator Dol linger,
i ssues that are inportant to the people of this
state when it comes to |abor

So, for those reasons, | voted
agai nst M. Sweeney in the Labor Comittee.
Si nce then, other things have been di scussed,
ot her things have been nentioned. There have
been murmurings about ethics and whatnot; there
have been di scussions and | support ny nenbers
and nmy coll eagues in regards to us having sone
nore tine so we can give due process to this
deci si on.

But nore inportantly than that,

in ny opinion, is that we really at |east as far
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as |'mconcerned don't need a ot nore tine to
see that this gentl eman does not have the core
capabilities -- strike that, the core experience
-- he may have the capabilities, but he has not
proven hinself in regards to these various
aspects, and it's concerning to nme. It's
concerning that in an era with an aura with our
new | eadershi p, where we're hearing that we're
not going to be having politics as usual any
nore, that we're now seeing an appoi nt nent that
seem ngly, because of the |ack of
qual i fications, nay have other undertones.
Maybe it is an ironic coincidence that this
gentl eman was formerly a key person in the
Republican State Comm ttee.

| hope, for the benefit of the
people of this state, that that wasn't a driving
force or a notivation for our new Governor in
regards to this appointnment. | vote no on the
qual i fications.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lack.

SENATOR LACK: Thank you, Madam

Pr esi dent .

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

180

Now, two years ago on the fl oor,
| passed a bill to set up increased science and
technol ogy and sone flexibility in the
Depart nent of Labor budget. Didn't pass the
Assenbly, brought it back | ast year, passed this
house, passed the Assenbly, went to the Governor
and it got vetoed. It got vetoed despite the
good work of John Hudacs, the Conm ssioner of
Labor, who was inforned, after Vince Tese and a
whol e | ot of other people who are commi ssi oners
and had grand titles and worked for Governor
Cuono, went to the Governor and said, Nah, this
is bad. This would only help the people. It
won't help us. It's robbing fromour depart
nments. You can't nake the Labor Departnent that
strong. They can't do that. You got to veto
this. Governor Cuono did veto it. John Hudacs
is a good Comm ssioner of Labor and he's a good
friend of mne. He's also a |lousy politician.
He couldn't get the bill signed, and it never
became | aw, nuch to the detrinent of what we in
the Senate voted for and what the Assenbly voted

for.
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And now | find it just alittle
bit |aughable that, after all of these years of
patiently confirm ng Governor Carey's and
Governor Cuonp's appoi ntees from wherever whence
they came, we actually have nenbers of our
Mnority standing up and saying, this person
isn't qualified or this person is too
political.

| should go get all those old
lists. You're right. W have all been too
timd on behalf of this Majority. Perhaps we
didn't do our job all these years. Perhaps we
shoul d have been sayi ng what Senator Dol linger
has been saying. But I'mglad we didn't. [|'m
glad we didn't, because the CGovernor does get
hi s appoi nt ees.

Now, after we've listened to al
this, let me tell you | happened to have read,
maybe nost of ny col | eagues on the Denocratic
side have not, | read M. Sweeney's fornal
statenent that he submtted to the Labor
Committee and submtted to the Finance Conmittee

today. | got to tell you after all ny years of

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

182

experience in chairing the Senate Labor
Committee, | was inpressed. | was inpressed by
a paragraph in the first page that said that
"what | want to do as Commi ssioner of Labor is
consolidate all the job training and enpl oynent
progranms in this state, and | want to do that
under mny departnment, and | want to do that as
Conmi ssi oner of Labor."

| can't tell you the nunber of
neetings | have had, some with ny coll eagues,
Frank Barbaro when he was Chair of the Assenbly
Labor Committee, the hearings we held throughout
this state, the nunber of departnents in this
state that are currently job training,
retraining, job enploynent, and all in a very
protective manner. |If anything has to do with
educati onal requirenents, the Departnent of
Education. |If there's a health-related
requi renent, the Departnment of Health. If it
has to do with taking people off of socia
services, Social Service Departnment. If it's
pure job training to find a position, Departnent

of Labor, and on and on and on. Whatever -
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what ever the political conmponent is of our state
government, there's a job training function.
Over 400 of those.

No Labor Conmi ssioner, potenti al
or otherw se, has ever appeared before a Senate
conmittee and said "what | want to do is
consolidate that. | want to put them together.
| think 1've got the noxie to go to the Governor
and say that this has to be in one place," and
after what happened this | ast Novenber 8th,
what's going on in Washi ngton now as we | ook at
entitlenents changing to block grants, as we
| ook at, to quote your President, the end of
wel fare as we know it, although I don't know
when that's going to happen, but all that says
is there's going to be new jobs and job training
and where it's going to come from and to ne,
that's the nost inportant thing I would want to
see in a comm ssioner of |abor privately.

So you have to understand, | was
utterly anazed when we | read John Sweeney's
openi ng comrent, and yes, Senator Dol linger,

that was right up top of his formal statenent,
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that that's what he wants to do as Commi ssi oner
of Labor. | can't think of nore inportant
function for a conm ssioner of |abor of this
state than that, and if he's got sone politica
credentials in his resunme to be able to
acconplish that with this Governor, boy, ['l]
stand up and give hima standi ng ovati on,
because that's what any of us would like to
see.

So, John, ny congratulations to
you. You've taken on for yourself one hell of a
job. M congratulations to you. You are going
to make a very good conmi ssioner. |If you can
al ready define that without sitting in the
department as sonething this conm ssioner of
| abor shoul d be doing, this Departnment of Labor
shoul d be doing, you certainly will have ny
support.

THE PRESI DENT: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you
Thank you, M. President.

| think the Governor's
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nom nations are entitled to great deference, but
| think there's also a responsibility and
obligation on the part of this Senate to perform
its constitutional duty in a know edgeabl e,
i nformed and serious fashion.

The Constitution says that we
shoul d advi se and consent. It doesn't say
advi se and appl aud, and let nme say that | want
to do this, and | think I've always done it in a
non-parti san fashion. | probably voted agai nst
nore nom nees of Governor Cuonop than anybody on
the other side of the aisle. | voted agai nst
two of his nom nees |ast year. Most, if not
everybody on the other of the aisle, supported
him so | try to carry out ny responsibilities
and to do so having due regard that the Governor
should be entitled to have the people that he
thinks are best, as long as they neet basic
standards, basic qualification, and if we don't
search into that, if we don't |ook into that,
then we are not carrying out our job and our
duti es.

I"mgoing to vote against this
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nom nation for two reasons: One is the process
and we' ve discussed this at great length. |
just want to say very briefly, there is a rea
di stinction between the Comm ssioner of Labor
and Conmi ssioner of GCvil Service, and | nade
that point at the Finance Conmittee that we
weren't asking for public hearings on every
nom nati on, but we are asking for public
heari ngs on inportant nom nations |ike this.
We're al so asking just for
sufficient time so that every nenber reasonably,
reasonably can inform hinself or herself about
anything in the nom nee's background, and we
wanted to do that. W wanted to do in in a way
that it's always been done here which is do it
due regard for confidentiality, and so on, and
not to force things out of the open that maybe
have absol utely no substance to it what soever
but if you can't raise it in the usual way, then
they come out in the open, maybe in a manner
that you don't want it, and that's why we asked
for one week -- one week -- that's all that we

asked for.
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Let ne just finally say on the
matter of process, because |'mnot sure that was
poi nted out, Mnority staff was show ng the
background check, the BClI and whatever was
avai | abl e on the financial, and | understand
there is less available on the financial, to
both the Majority and the Mnority than was the
practice under Governor Cuonob, but whatever was
avai |l abl e, counsel saw that last Friday, in
ot her words, one working day ago and, therefore,
we did not have a chance to check into matters
that we shoul d have.

But let's ook at the issue of
qual i fication, and | have not seen or heard
anything fromthis nom nee, fromhis supporters,
that give ne the feeling that this nom nee is
qualified for this position. |s he a capable,
energetic, articulate person? Absolutely. Has
he had any experience, any experience whatso
ever, which qualifies himto be the Conm ssioner
of Labor? | have heard none.

The only thing that this nom nee,

in answer to the questions that | posed about
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what qualifies him what he's really done, is
that he cones from a houses where the father was
a | abor | eader and, as Senator Markowitz rightly
said, the father we woul d probably confirm but

| don't think that that by itself qualifies the
son.

Senat or Nanul a poi nted out very
properly, that there's a total absence of adnin
istrative capability and experience in this nom
i nee. The Departnent of Labor is a significant
| arge office that requires adm nistrative skil
and requires that anybody who's going to run
that office have sone adm ni strative experience
of running | arge organi zati ons. Johnny Sweeney
has none of that experience.

Senat or Dol | i nger pointed out
that, when you put forth a resune, you generally
just on there that qualification which you think
is nost inportant to catch the eye of the person
that's going to hire you, and | think maybe
that's exactly what M. Sweeney did. He put
down that he was the executive director of the

New York Republican State Conmttee. That may
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be sufficient qualification for some people
here. It certainly is not for ne.

Senat or Bruno poi nted out the
i nportance of this commi ssionership as far as
dealing with one of the nobst inportant issues we
face in New York, and that's the matter of
creating jobs.

Senator, | would submt to you
that you woul d want sonebody who's had sone
experience in job creation, who knows what the
| abor market is, what the functions of this
office are, the many different inportant goals
that this conmm ssioner has to carry out.

If the issue is one of finding
j obs for Republicans, and maybe that's the job
creation you were tal king about, Senator Bruno,
then maybe M. Sweeney is qualified, but as far
as serving the people of the state of New York,
I"mafraid that the case has not been made and,
therefore, | don't think that the threshold
standard which all of us ought to have,
irrespective of who nakes the nom nation, is the

nom nee by background, experience, by
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tenperanment, by skills, qualified for the job,
I"'msorry to say, | cannot conclude that M.
Sweeney is qualified to be Conm ssioner of Labor
and I will vote against this nom nation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
if we were to refocus this discussion, we would
understand that Senator Dol linger and Senat or
Lei chter have made sone excell ent points about
what are often the prerequisites to consent of
nom nati ons to conmm ssi oners and ot her
gubernat ori al appoi ntees. The experience, the
skills that have been denonstrated in the past,
some kind of institutional nmenory of situations
that could occur, these are all valid
obj ecti ves.

Sonetines there are those that
come anmong us who have a great deal of vision
and great deal of insight and a great deal of
foresight. This would elimnate nme as an
applicant to any office, but the point is that

there are those in whomthe Governor may see a
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specific talent that might be applied in this
case to sonme of the ideas that the Governor
would like to see instituted in the Departnment
of Labor and Senator Spano and Senat or Lack have
under scored sone of those talents that M.
Sweeney apparently has exhibited just in the
time since he's been nominated, and so the fact
that we are having this prol onged debate and
this al nost insufferable argunment about

qual i fications, we have to face the inevitable
i ssue of why we're here, why we're even

di scussing it.

Is it that the Mnority is just
interested in creating a political scrutiny and
in sonme respects, a circus around the nom nation
of a qualified person? That m ght be a
conveni ent conclusion, but | submt that that is
not the case. Wen a nomination is brought
forth in such a short period of tine that
information is only available in an afternoon of
one day and a norning of another, | maintain
that that does not neet the threshold of what

woul d be the valid process that m ght be
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achi eved prior to an actual nom nation.

And so, | just ask ny coll eagues
on the other side of the aisle, how nuch nore
foresight would it have been to have sinply
all oned the process a few nore days such that a
qual i fied individual could be given the
opportunity to sustain hinself before a Finance
Committee and Labor Committee that just had sone
basi ¢ questions about the qualifications of the
nom nee? That is the point we're trying to
make.

If there is a significant public
i ssue that is occurring right now that demands
redress by the Departnment of Labor, as far as
we' re concerned, M. Sweeney can start tonorrow,
because there is precedent not only in |aw, but
as | pointed up earlier, in actual application
from20 years ago in which that was actually the
case and, incidentally, in that situation, the
Senate never confirmed that particul ar nom nee,
and so what we are just sinply saying, we are
not trying to obfuscate the process. W are not

trying to delay the appointnment. W are just
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trying to uphold the Constitution which we feel
is the nost precious docunent that we can be
adhering to in this particul ar process.

| would not |ike to be nom nated
to a position and be ridicul ed when even those
who are raising questions admt that not all the
i nformati on has been perused in a proper fash
ion, and so I"'mgoing to vote for this nom nee,
but I vote for himwth this adnmonition, which
is sinply that we in the Mnority are not taking
any responsibility for this appointnment. W
don't feel the process was followed correctly,
and we are not going to be held cul pable for
what the results nay be. |It's unfortunate it
had to cone to this, but we reach this point
because we feel that just a sinple courtesy was
not adhered to in this case.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: For the
benefit of the nmenmbers, the Chair would
recogni ze that there is a continuing |ist.

There currently are six Senators who wish to
speak for this debate that began at 3:17. Those

Senators in order are Senator Gonzal ez, who is
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up next, Senator Skel os, Senator Daly, Senator

Wal don, Senat or Stachowski and Senator Spano to

cl ose.

Senat or Conzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

I, too, rise to second the
nom nati on of John Sweeney. | also at the Labor

Committee, noved for his conmng to the Finance
Conmittee. At the Finance Committee, | al so
very proudly said that I know John, said that I

have known John Sweeney for quite a few years.

I have known himas -- in various capacities
that he's undertaken. | worked with himon
several projects, I know himfromthe tines

where, when he attended Hudson Valley Comunity
Col | ege, Russell Sage College, | think that even
so as a man that was raised like | was raised
froma union famly, and those that tell ne that
| amnot in that novenent as | grew up through a
| abor novenent family that it doesn't attach,
they're mstaken, and | find that nowin this

nom nation that the Governor has brought forth
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John Sweeney in a time frame and the debate that
has gone a little bit of tinme, I amtaken
because of John Sweeney and what it neans as his
famly and his wife and his kids, and |I'm proud
of knowing him and I know he's qualifi ed.

| feel that he has worked in many
capacities, even as a lawer. | mean, it takes,
to go through the training in the tinmes that
we' ve had many conversations on that -- going
t hrough | aw school, the training and the clients
and the work that he has on his | aw behal f,
think that it's unfortunate that this process
and timng has taken place and I, too, ask John,
that he can place nmy nanme on his list of
references with Senator D Carlo.

Wth that, many have said that
the thing of qualifications and | respect them
as ny col |l eagues, but many have said that |
didn't qualify for Senator, and | can differ
wi th anyone on that based on experience and
time, and I think that he's going to be a hel
of a commi ssioner, and I wish himwell.

Godspeed. And, M. President, thank you.
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| proudly second and vote for
hi m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Skel os passes.

Senat or Daly.

SENATOR DALY: M. President, |
rise on one point, a coment that was nade by
one of our coll eagues, Senator Dol linger, which
| think that, if he had tine to think about it,
he woul d not have nmade, because | felt it was an
insult to every man and wonman in this chanber
to everyone who is involved in the politica
process.

He made light of, in fact, nost
sarcastically attacked the years that M.
Sweeney has spent in the political process and
wor ki ng for one of the mmpjor parties of the
state. | don't think that kind of background,
that ki nd of experience, should be denigrated,
that it should be encouraged. Truly, what kind
of a nessage does that send to every man and
woman who's involved in the political process

and certainly, our political parties are a vital
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part of the governnental system which has served
this country so well for over two centuries.

So | | ook upon M. Sweeney's
experience with a political party as a definite
plus and |I congratulate himfor having spent the
time in his Iife working through the system and
wor ki ng through the machi nery of that system
that truly makes this systemgo. W rking in
this house as a Senator, working in a politica
party, working in governnent, should not be
criticized or deneaned.

Certainly, is there any -- are
there any doubts of why the i mage of the el ected
of fical and those that serve in governnent has
grown as |low -- has decreased to the |evel which
we now find it, when we ourselves inside the
systemare critical of the system and of the
time people spend in this systenf

And, Senator Dol linger, | really
believe if you had thought about that, you would
not have nade that statenent, but | rise really
to defend, not M. Sweeney, but every man and

woman who is in the systemright now who works
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for the Denocratic Party, who works for the
Conservative Party, who works for the Republican
Party, and | don't think that comments in which
we insult the time one spends working in the
political process is worthy of this floor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President, |I'mnot as quick
as | used to be.

I am not disrespectful of the
nom nee, M. Sweeney, but | amvery respectful
of this process. | have no ax to grind with M.
Sweeney. | understand what politics is about.
| have been in this gane a long time, and when
you owe a debt, if you' re an honorabl e person,
you pay the debt. If soneone's hel ped you to be
el ected, you mnust take care of business on
behal f of those who hel ped you. So | understand
the Governor's need to appoi nt persons who have
hel ped him and there's nothing wong with
t hat .
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| al so understand very
wel |, because | have been appointed in this
state, a deputy conmm ssioner and a comn ssi oner,
that sonetines you don't have the prerequisite
background for a position but, if you have
energy, if you have a sensitivity to the
process, if you have a desire to work hard and
your work ethic is good, that you may be very
successful in the position.

| also very well understand that
each of us was el ected by constituents of
300, 000 peopl e who enpowered to us come here and
to act on their behalf. And today, the
information that | received regarding this
nom nee caused nme to honor that commtment to
t he people who have elected ne to serve here
with you, ny colleagues, and to raise certain
concerns.

| heard the argunments about
absence of preparation for the position, and
they were real, but | could bypass those neani ng
| could accept the nom nee even if, in your

opi ni on of my opinion, he or she did not have
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sufficient prerequisite preparation, if there
wer e ot her things evidenced.

What actually caused nme to stand
up and to make the comments | nmade was a
qguestion of character, a question of character,
and | think that we as a body shoul d have a
right to know full well the character of those
who will serve in such high positions so that we
can then determne in an advi sed manner t hat
they are not only prepared intellectually,
perhaps prepared in ternms of preparation, but
they have what it takes to function in that
capacity in ternms of their personal integrity
and character, and | find the expl anations here
today | acking, for want of a better way of
putting it, in terns of this candidate, this
nom nee.

So despite my acceptance of the
process and payback, despite ny ability to
support soneone even if they do not have the
prerequi site preparati on on questions of
character and integrity, when that is left grey

tonmy minds eye, | cannot support it, so
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despite no disrespect to this gentleman and his
famly, | nmust nost respectfully vote in the no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or St achowski .

SENATOR STACHOWBKI @ M.
President, just briefly.

Senat or Spano alluded to earlier
that in speaking with ne ahead of himthat we
had not mentioned any probl ens that we saw and
that during the course of the conmttee neeting,
with the exception of individuals that found
problemw th their idea of a man's capabilities,
there wasn't a nmjor issue about whether, you
know, there was a problemw th this candi date,
and that was absol utely true.

Senat or Connor then spoke about
how, in preparing for the Finance Conmittee,
some of us were given sonme infornmation that
coul d be troublesone. That also is true. But
when we got to the Finance Committee, the
background report was that there was no problem
and al though we still had a problem 1've al ways

felt that if the commttee tells ne that there's
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no problem then there isn't a problem so |
woul d just say that |"'mputting the commttee
people on notice, that if this does prove to be
a problem the question that sone of us had,
wel |, then, you know, in the future, there's no
| onger the ability to take their word that
there's no problemin the background check.

To the unions' lack of any kind
of conment, | have always taken that personally
that, if the unions have a problemw th either
an issue or an individual, they have al ways
known where to find ne; they have always witten
nme, called ne, whatever was necessary to get ny
attention to let me know they have a probl em
wi th sonmebody. | haven't heard from anybody.
As a matter of fact, staff people reached out
and came back with no opposition to this
person. The one nmeno in support cane fromthe
prof essional firefighters supporting this
i ndi vi dual .

So, for all of those reasons, |
on ny behal f have not enough reason to oppose

the appointnent. |'mgoing to vote for this
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confirmation, but | wanted to nmake sure that the
uni ons know that their |lack of any opposition
| eads nme to believe that they're all for the
i ndi vidual, that the Governor's belief in the
i ndi vidual and the fact that he has the ability
and the energy to do this job and especially at
atime when we're looking for job creation in
New York to help us with all of our problens,
it's the Governor's nonmination and | usually
defer to the Governor's opinion, because that's
his job as the executive, to send up people he
thinks are qualified and not finding anything in
hi s background, according to the people in the
Fi nance Conm ttee, therefore, on their
recommendation, I'll say that he doesn't have
any background problens, so that | can't for any
reason that | am personally aware of, oppose
this person, and I will be voting for his
confirmation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
recogni zes Senat or Mendez.

SENATOR MENDEZ: M. President, |

am-- | amgoing to support this candi date.
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When we net in the Finance
Committee, | expressed ny point of viewthere to
Senator Stafford, as well as to the Majority
Leader, that | had been advised that information
pertaining to M. Sweeney had been provided only
on Thursday afternoon to the Mnority staff of
the Finance Cormittee, and that, therefore, they
were unable to informall the nenbers even of
the resune of M. Sweeney.

| have no doubt that, as | was
told by Senator Stafford as well as by Senator
Bruno, in the future we are going to receive the
i nformati on of any nom nee ahead of tine so that
the staff fromMmnority Finance will be able to
gather the information that is necessary and

informall of us.

| have been -- | heard M.
Sweeney in the Finance Conmttee. | know he's a
| awyer. | know he's very articulate, and | al so

know what inpressed ne was exactly the sane
thing that inpressed -- two things inpressed ne,
the sane thing that inpressed Senator Lack, and

that is that he plans to put together all those

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

205

-- all those training problenms where we are
spendi ng taxpayers' nonies in training for this,
intraining for that and the other thing, when
actually there are no jobs available for
what ever kind of training, and that it has been
in the sane area as it has been stated in sone
newspapers there are a | ot of people making a
| ot of noney in supposedly providing training,
either for welfare recipients or whatever, and
t hey maki ng noney and the person is trained for
a non-exi stent job.

| have heard the conplaint here
that M. Sweeney doesn't have experience in the
area of labor. Well, to ne, being brought up in
a househol d where -- where, frombeing a very
small child, you hear at the table conversations
about the right of workers and what's happeni ng,
that is a very val uabl e experience. Al right,
as a professional hinself, he only had three
years in |labor relations or whatever, in that
ar ea.

However, | say to you, M.

Presi dent, psychol ogi sts do say that, in order
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for you to conpl ete successfully four years of
col l ege, you need an I Q of 110, and | suppose
that that woul d be the mninmum requirenment also
to conplete a | aw degree so that just by sheer
fact that this man has conpl eted that degree,
and has val ued experience, doesn't lead ne to
bel i eve that he needs just experience in the
area of |abor.

And let's be very realistic, I
have to tell you, M. President, that many years
back -- many years back, | was trying to have
this friend of mne, a child psychiatry
involving politics, and I was telling her of the
reasons why she should get in, and then she said
to me, "You know, Oga, it pleases ne to see you
so idealistic about governnment and everyt hi ng
el se, but you know sonething, Oga, politics is
j obs. ™

Now, | say to you, M. President,
that the criticisns that this young man is too
political for a job, it is so ridiculous. You
know why? Because fromthe first executive in

the nation, to a mayor in a little local county,
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whether it is a Republican or a Denocrat, they
al ways do choose anong people, that having with
them that to say the |least, to have m ni num
qual i fications for the job, but that they do
trust, that in the area, the fact that in the
busi ness of politics, as it's called business of
politics, loyalty and hard work are very, very
pricel ess commoditi es.

| supported the nom nation of M.

Sweeney in the -- in the -- in the Finance
Committee. | am supporting his confirnation
today. | think that nmy col |l eagues do have a

basis for conplaining, and that is that the
process in terns of the information that was
given to us was conpounded, was not given with
enough tinme for everybody to have revi ewed
everything that that was available, but | think
that -- | think that he'll end up doing a good
job, and, if he does nothing else in the

Depart nent of Labor but consolidate all those
enor mous anount of training prograns, | wll say
he's done a good j ob.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is there
any ot her Senator wi shing to speak to the
confirmation prior to Senator Spano cl osing on
t he confirmation?

(There was no response.)

Heari ng none, Senator Spano.

SENATOR SPANC.  Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

W' ve had -- we've had a nunber
of questions about the process today and

rewiting the rules and that's not what |'m

going to address. | think that's been addressed
adequately. It's time for us to tal k about John
Sweeney.

You know, John, you sat up there
in the gallery, your kids fell asleep, your wfe
had to take a couple of themout of here. |
don't know why; we all stayed awake. W're
going to try to end this by 5:00 o' cl ock,
because Senator Bruno said we're not going to
wor k past 5:00 o'clock any day? Is it 5:00
o' clock or 12:00 o' clock? | forgot.

Al'l of the questions that were
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asked today of John Sweeney at our comittee
neeting today were answered by him all of the
information that was nade available in the -- to
the appropriate counsels and the questions that
coul d have been devel oped as a result of that

i nformati on coul d have been asked today in a
tinmely fashion.

Senator Leichter said that the
criteria for a Labor Conm ssioner should be that
t he person shoul d be know edgeabl e and i nf or med
and shoul d have the basic standards and
qualifications for the job. | wll say to you
that the person that we call the new sheriff in
town, Governor George Pataki, tries to organize
the governnment in a tinely fashion, prepare a
budget for submi ssion to us in just a few short
days fromnow, it's inportant that he have in
place a teamwho will be working with him so
that this process works and works well for al
of our constituents, and | would submit to you,
t he menbers of this house, that we do, in fact,
in the nane of John Sweeney, have soneone who is

know edgeabl e and i nfornmed and has nore than the

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

210

basi ¢ standards and certainly has the
qualifications to serve as the comm ssioner of
t he Departnent of Labor.

I think he will make a great
comm ssioner, and | was pl eased to accept the
notion by Senator Gonzal ez today in the Labor
Committee this norning and the notion that we
favorably recormmend the -- John Sweeney's
appoi ntnent, the nom nation to the Finance
Committee. | think it's wise that we're noving
very quickly to make this happen. | think that
John Sweeney is going to nake a great
commi ssioner, and you will nake us all proud,
and it's nmy pleasure to nove your nonination.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the confirmation of John E
Sweeney to the position of Conm ssioner of
Labor, state of New York. All those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

SENATOR GOLD: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
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recogni zes Senat or Col d.

SENATOR GOLD: I'Il tell Senator
Bruno, | will certainly be within nmy two
mnutes, well within nmy two mnutes.

M. President, when there were
Denocrati c Governors and there was a Republican
Majority here, we had a checks and bal ance
system Now, with a Republican Governor, a
Republ i can Senate, | think it's inportant that
there not only continue to be a checks and
bal ance system but that everybody knows it's
t here.

You have the required 31 votes to
confirm any noninee without a commttee neeting,
wi thout a hearing. You can do it. Wat we've
tal ked about in terns of process is very
inmportant, and I'Il tell you the truth, I'm
di sappoi nted that some people on ny side of the
ai sl e tal k about process, they say all of the
right things, but when push comes to shove, they
don't follow through, and | think in the |ong
run, that's going to hurt us, because if we

don't nmean it, we shouldn't say it.
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| also want to say one ot her
thing. | don't blane any of this on George
Pat aki. George Pataki got elected. He is
elected. His job is to appoint comm ssioners,
and he sends down nom nees, and if we then
undertake to nake a farce of the process, it's
not George Pataki's fault.

The last thing | want to say that
we cast a vote, and this business |I've al so
heard of, "Well, if it turns out we're wong,
it's your fault because you're the Majority and
it's your fault, Governor Pataki." | don't
believe that either. The answer is |'m prepared
to do work and I'"mhere to work, and if that
wor k process is cut short by the Majority, then
| still have to do nmy job, and | think the only
responsi ble thing to do today with all due
respect to M. Sweeney, who is a good, nice
gentl eman, but based upon answers he gave at the
committee on prevailing wage and other matters
i ke that, and specifically because of the
process, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
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Dol l'inger, to explain his vote.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: M.

President, | rise just to conment on two issues.
One, | appreciate the comments
fromny colleague from N agara County. In

ret hi nking ny own expression about the issue,
the point I was trying to nake, | may have
struck with too broad a brush, and | apol ogi ze
to you or anyone else for that.

The point | was trying to make is
that it seens to ne if you have acconplishnents
to back up your involvenent in governnent, the
coal escence of those two nust be cel ebrated,
shoul d be celebrated. | look forward to the
day, frankly, Senator Daly, not perhaps in the
too distant future when I'll stand on this floor
and 1'Il tal k about your career and
acconpl i shnments and how you conbi ned the two and
achieved that goal. Then, it will be
cel ebr at ed.

If, however, they do not
coal esce, there is a danger that a skeptica

public will say, we have the politics w thout
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the acconplishnments, and that will be demneani ng
to the political process. That was the point I
was trying to make.

"Il close on only one other
note, M. President. There's been sone
di scussi on about the inportance of household on
this nomnee. | wll sinply point out | grew up
in an orthodox Republican household and it
didn't seemto have any effect.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Jones to explain her vote.

SENATOR JONES: Yes. M.
President, | |istened very carefully here to the
debate and | guess | cane here two weeks ago
very enthused and very excited because | am not
afraid of change. | think all of you on that
side of the aisle saw nme the last two years many
tinmes raise nmy hands with all of you, because |
t hought you were right, so | don't think you can
say that 1'ma person who's necessarily
parti san.

| agree with Senator Markow t z.

| clearly didn't expect this to be any worse

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

215

off. | figured the only place we could go is up
and the words | heard fromthe Governor saying
"I was a mnority person,” | think everybody
has a right to speak. | was thrilled.

| al so heard people on the other
si de sayi ng, maybe even our nane woul d be
allowed on a bill this year. | was thrilled
again, but I'mnot thrilled after what happened
here today. Al that was asked for by ny
col | eagues, who are certainly far nore
know edgeabl e about years past and precedents
t han asked for a week. That's all that was
asked for, not confirmation, just one week, that
we coul d ask sone questions and could take a
little tinme. | think that was very reasonabl e,
and that would have said to ne that all the
other words | heard prior to this were true and
| could ook forward to a far better year than
the last two, to be perfectly honest with you
but 1'm concerned at what happened today. That
isn't the nmessage that | got.

| don't know M. Sweeney. | know

not hi ng about hi m except what | read on a piece
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of paper, but | had heard questions that I
want ed answered, so again, |'mgoing to support
nmy coll eagues in saying, | think it was a sinple
request, that the process could have been
different and I want it clear, |I'mnot voting
agai nst M. Sweeney, but | amgoing to vote no
on what happened here today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Connor, to explain his vote.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

I think everybody has expl ai ned
what the real issue is, and it's a matter of
tinme, it's a matter of procedure. Under the
circunstances, |'d ask that the record reflect
that | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Bruno?

SENATOR BRUNO: M. President, to
expl ain ny vote.

I want to clarify a statement ny
good friend, Senator Connors, made in that | had

i ndi cated that we woul d guarantee a week's
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notice for any confirmation. | don't recal

that, and you and | can tal k about that

further.

W are going to govern in this
chanber, and we will give as nuch advance notice
as is appropriate. | personally resent sone of

the allegations here that we are acting, M.
President, in some unconstitutional way. | have
heard about the constitutional process.
Everyt hing that has happened in this chanber is
according to the rules, regulations and | aws of
this chanber and this state, and | am honored
and pl eased to vote in favor of this highly
qual i fied individual in noving his nom nation.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Chair
wi I | announce that the confirmation of John E
-- excuse ne -- nom nation of John E. Sweeney
as Comm ssioner of Labor is, in fact,
confirned.
On behal f of Senator Bruno,
Commi ssi oner Sweeney, we congratul ate you on

your new position, wish you well.

(Appl ause.)
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The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR GOLD: M. President.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
there are sonme nmenbers that would |ike to be
recorded in the negative. Wuld you pl ease nake
a record of that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Wbul d
those who specifically want to be recorded in
the negative raise their hands.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative are Senator CGold, Senator Leichter
Senat or Abate, Senator Dol linger, Senator
Kruger, Senator Jones, al so Senator Wl don,
Senat or Nanul a, Senat or Connor.

SENATOR BRUNO: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  There being no
further business to cone before the Senate, |
nove that we stand adjourned until tonorrow at

2:00 ppm -- 3:00 p.m
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate stands adjourned until tonorrow at 3:00
p. M

(Wher eupon, at 5:10 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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