8§ 501. Drivers' licenses and learners' permts. 1. The conm ssioner
shall issue classified drivers' |icenses as provided in this article.
Any such license shall be valid only for the operation of the type of
vehi cl es specified for each such class of |license but shall not be valid
for the operation of any type of vehicle for which an endorsenent is
required by this section or regulations promnul gated hereunder unl ess the
| i cense contains such endorsenent and shall be subject to any
restrictions contained thereon.

2. Driver license classifications, endorsenents and restrictions and
exceptions. (a) License classifications. (i) Class A Such |license shal
be valid to operate any notor vehicle or any conbinati on of vehicles
except it shall not be valid to operate a notorcycle other than a cl ass
Bor Climted use notorcycle.

(ii) Cass B. Such license shall be valid to operate any vehicle or
conbi nati on of vehicles which may be operated with a class E |license and
shall be valid to operate any notor vehicle or any such vehicle, other
than a tractor, towing a vehicle having a GW\R of not nore than ten
t housand pounds and shall be valid to operate any altered notor vehicle
commonly referred to as a "stretch |inousine” having a seating capacity
of nine or nore passengers including the driver except it shall not be
valid to operate a notorcycle other than a class B or Climted use
not or cycl e.

(iii) Cass C. Such license shall be valid to operate any vehicle or
conbi nati on of vehicles which may be operated with a class E |license and
shall be valid to operate any notor vehicle with a GWR of not nore than
twenty-si x thousand pounds and any such vehicle tow ng another vehicle
with a GWR of not nore than ten thousand pounds except it shall not be
valid to operate a tractor or a notorcycle other than a class B or C
limted use notorcycle.

(iv) Cass D. Such license shall be valid to operate any passenger or
limted use autonobile or any truck with a GUWR of not nore than
twenty-si x thousand pounds or any such vehicle towing a vehicle with a
GVWR of not nore than ten thousand pounds, or any such vehicle tow ng
anot her vehicle with a GWR of nore than ten thousand pounds provi ded
such conbi nation of vehicles has a GCWR of not nore than twenty-six
t housand pounds, or any personal use vehicle with a GWR of not nore



t han twenty-six thousand pounds or any such vehicle towing a vehicle
with a GWR of not nore than ten thousand pounds, except it shall not be
valid to operate a tractor, a notorcycle other than a class B or C
limted use notorcycle, a vehicle used to transport passengers for hire
or for which a hazardous naterials endorsenent is required, or a vehicle
defined as a bus in subdivision one of section five hundred ni ne-a of
this title. Such license also shall be valid to operate a three-wheel ed
notor vehicle that has two wheels situated in the front and one wheel in
the rear, has a steering mechani smand seating which does not require
the operator to straddle or sit astride, is equipped with safety belts
for all occupants and is manufactured to conply with federal notor
vehi cl e safety standards for notorcycles including, but not limted to,
49 C.F.R part 571.

(v) Gass E. Such license shall be valid to operate only vehicles
whi ch may be operated with a class D license, except that in addition it
shall be valid to operate any such notor vehicle, other than a vehicle
defined as a bus in subdivision one of section five hundred ni ne-a of
this chapter, used to transport up to fourteen passengers for hire and
ot her than an altered notor vehicle commonly referred to as a "stretch
| i rousi ne" having a seating capacity of nine or nore passengers
i ncluding the driver.

(vi) Cass DJ. Such license shall be valid to operate only vehicles
whi ch may be operated with a class D |icense by a person under eighteen
years of age, except it shall not be valid to operate a notor vehicle
wi th an unl aden weight or a GW\R of nore than ten thousand pounds or any
not or vehicle towi ng another vehicle with an unl aden wei ght or GUWR of
nore than three thousand pounds. Such |icense shall automatically becone
a class D |license when the hol der becones ei ghteen years of age.

(vii) Cass M Such license shall be valid to operate any notorcycl e,
or any notorcycle, other than a limted use notorcycle, towing a
trailer. Such license also shall be valid to operate a three-wheel ed
notor vehicle that has two wheels situated in the front and one wheel in
the rear, has a steering nmechani smand seating which does not require
the operator to straddle or sit astride, is equipped with safety belts
for all occupants and is manufactured to conply with federal notor
vehi cl e safety standards for notorcycles including, but not limted to,
49 C.F.R part 571.



(viii) Class MJ. Such license shall be valid to operate any notorcycle
or limted use notorcycle by a person under eighteen years of age. Such
| icense shall automatically becone a class MIlicense when the hol der
becones ei ghteen years of age.

(b) Endorsenents. The follow ng endorsenents shall be required to
operate vehicles as set forth herein. In addition the conm ssioner by
regul ati on may provide for further endorsenents.

(i) T endorsenment. Shall be required to operate double and triple
trailers.

(ii) Hendorsenent. Shall be required to transport hazardous materials
as defined in section one hundred three of the hazardous materials
transportation act, public law 93-633, title I, when the vehicle
transporting such materials is required to be placarded under the
hazardous materials regulation, 49 CFR part 172, subpart F or is
transporting any quantity of material listed as a sel ect agent or toxin
in 42 CFR part 73. An applicant for a conmercial driver's license in
this state who wi shes to transport hazardous naterials nust obtain a New
York state hazardous materials endorsenent even if such applicant holds
a valid hazardous materials endorsenent issued by another state. A farm
vehi cl e shall be exenpt fromthe requirenent for such endorsenent when
transporting hazardous materials within one hundred fifty mles of the
person's farm However, a separate non-comercial endorsenent shall be
required for such exenpted transportation. In order to obtain such
endorsenent, the license holder nust submt fingerprints for purposes of
a crimnal history record check pursuant to subdivision six of this
secti on.

(iii) N endorsenment. Shall be required to operate tank vehicles.

(iv) P endorsenent. Shall be required to operate a bus as defined in
sections one hundred four and five hundred nine-a of this chapter, any
altered notor vehicle cormonly referred to as a "stretch |inousine”
having a seating capacity of nine or nore passengers including the
driver or any notor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight or gross vehicle
wei ght rating of nore than twenty-six thousand pounds which is designed
to transport passengers in commerce. For the purposes of this
subpar agr aph the gross vehicle weight of a vehicle shall nmean the actual
wei ght of the vehicle and the | oad.

(v) X endorsenent. Shall be an endorsenent conbining Hand N



endor sement s.

(vii) Personal use vehicle endorsenent. Shall be required to operate a
personal use vehicle or a conbination of personal use vehicles which may
not be operated with a class C, Dor E license. The identification and
scope of any such endorsenent or endorsenments shall be as prescribed by
regul ati on of the conm ssioner, but no such endorsenent shall permt the
operation of a rental truck towing a vehicle with a GWR of nore than
ten thousand pounds.

(viii) Wendorsenent. Shall be required to operate a tow truck.

(ix) Metal coil endorsenent. Shall be required to operate any
comerci al notor vehicle, as defined in subdivision four of section five
hundred one-a of this article, carrying netal coils. The identification
and scope of such endorsenent shall be as prescribed by regul ati on of
t he commi ssi oner.

(x) S endorsenment. Shall be required to operate a school bus, as
defined in section one hundred forty-two of this chapter, which is
designed or used to transport fifteen or nore passengers.

(c) Restrictions. Notwi thstanding the foregoing provisions of this
subdi vi si on, the operation of vehicles may be limted by a restriction
or restrictions placed on a license. The followi ng restrictions may be
i ssued by the comm ssioner based upon the representative vehicle in
which the road test was taken, or if the license is issued based on
driving experience, the vehicle in which the experience was gained. In
addition, the conm ssioner nmay by regul ation provide for additional
restrictions based upon other types of vehicles or other factors deened
appropriate by the conm ssioner.

(i) Arestriction prohibiting the operation of a vehicle with air
br akes.

(ii) Arestriction limting the operation of a conbination of vehicles
to truck-trailer conbinations.

(iii) Arestriction limting operation to vehicles of not nore than a
speci fied GWR

(d) Exceptions. (i) Notw thstanding the foregoing provisions of this
subdi vi sion, a notor vehicle or conbination of vehicles, other than a
notorcycle, that is (A) a mlitary vehicle operated by a nenber of the
armed forces, or (B) a police vehicle or fire vehicle during its use in
an energency operation as defined in section one hundred fourteen-b of



this chapter, or in the perfornmance of official duties, or activities
related to the execution of energency governnental functions pursuant to
section 383.3 (d)(2) of title 49 of the code of federal regulations, or
(C a vehicle owed and identified as being owned by the state or a
political subdivision thereof or an anbul ance service as defined in
subdi vi sion two of section three thousand one of the public health | aw
or a voluntary anbul ance service as defined in subdivision three of such
section and used to provide energency nedical service as defined in
section three thousand one of the public health law, or to perform
official duties, or activities related to the execution of energency
governnmental functions pursuant to section 383.3 (d)(2) of title 49 of
the code of federal regulations, may be operated with any class |icense
other than a class DJ, Mor M license. For the purposes of this

par agraph the term "nenber of the arnmed forces" shall include active
duty mlitary personnel; nenbers of the reserve conponents of the arned
forces; nenbers of the national guard on active duty, including
personnel on full tinme active guard duty, personnel on part-tine
national guard training, and national guard mlitary technicians
(civilians who are required to wear mlitary uniforns); and active duty
United States coast guard personnel. The termshall not include United
States reserve technicians. Notw thstanding the provisions of section
one hundred fourteen-b of this chapter, for the purposes of this

subpar agraph, the term "energency operation” shall include returning
from energency servi ce.

(ii) Notwi thstanding the foregoing provisions of this subdivision, a
not or vehicle or conbination of vehicles which is designed and prinmarily
used for purposes other than the transportation of persons or property
which is excluded fromthe definition of comercial notor vehicle
pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (a) of
subdi vi si on four of section five hundred one-a of this chapter may be
operated with any class license other than a class DJ, Mor M |icense.

3. Restrictions on use of class DJ and class M} |icenses. A class DJ
or class M} |icense shall permt the holder to operate a vehicle in
accordance with the following restrictions:

(a) in the counties of Nassau and Suff ol k:

(i) for the purpose of driving to and from a state-approved



cooperati ve work-study educational program or to or froman approved
program for credit in a post-secondary institution, or to or froma

st at e- approved regi stered eveni ng high school or while engaged in farm
enpl oynment, or to or from an approved driver education course; or

(ii) fromfive o' clock in the norning to nine o' clock in the evening,
to and froma place of business where the holder is regularly enpl oyed,
or when acconpanied by a duly licensed parent, guardi an, person in a
position of |oco parentis, driver education teacher, or driving school
i nstructor.

(b) in all other areas of the state, except for the city of New York:

(i) fromfive o' clock in the norning to nine o' clock in the evening;
or

(ii) fromnine o' clock in the evening to five o' clock in the norning
when going to or fromschool, or to or froma place of business where
the holder is enployed on a regularly schedul ed basis, or when
acconpani ed by a duly licensed parent, guardian or one in a position of
| oco parentis to the |icensee.

(c) inthe city of New York, driving shall be prohibited.

(d) for the purpose of this subdivision, the term"school"” shall nean
i nstruction, education or training |icensed or approved by a departnent
or agency of the state or training conducted by the arned forces of the
United States except it shall not include extra-curricular activities or
soci al events for which scholastic credits are not given.

(e) any person operating a notor vehicle to or from school or to or
froma place of business as authorized by this subdivision nust possess
docunent ati on signed by such person's instructor or enployer. The
commi ssi oner shall, by regulation, prescribe the formand content of
such docunent ati on

4. Probationary licenses. Any driver's |license, other than a class DJ
and class Ml license, shall be considered probationary until the
expiration of six nmonths followi ng the date of issuance thereof, and
thereafter as provided in section five hundred ten-b of this title, but
this subdivision shall not apply to renewals of a |icense, or, unless so
provi ded by the comm ssioner, to a |license for which a road test has
been wai ved by the commi ssi oner.



5. Learners' permts. (a) The conm ssioner shall issue |learner's
permts as provided in this article. Such permt shall be valid only

(i) for the operation of a notor vehicle of a type which could be
operated by the holder of the class of license for which application is
bei ng made;

(ii) when the holder is under the i medi ate supervision and control of
a person at |east twenty-one years of age who holds a license valid in
this state for the operation of the type of vehicle being operated; and

(iii) in accordance with any additional restrictions prescribed by the
commi ssi oner and noted on such permt.

(b) I'n addition to the restrictions contained in paragraph (a) of this
subdivision, a learner's permt issued to a person applying for a cl ass
DJ or class MJ license shall be subject to the restrictions contained in
section five hundred one-b of this article and shall not be valid for
t he operation of any notor vehicle:

(i) within the city of New York, except that the hol der of such permt
may operate a notor vehicle within the city of New York fromfive
o'clock in the norning to nine o' clock in the evening when such person
is under the imredi ate supervision and control of a person at | east
twenty-one years of age who is such hol der's parent, guardian, person in
a position of loco parentis, driver education teacher for the purpose of
certification pursuant to section eight hundred six-a of the education
| aw or driving school instructor for the purpose of certification
pursuant to subdivision seven-a of section three hundred ninety-four of
this chapter and such vehicle is equipped with dual controls as
prescri bed by the conm ssioner;

(ii) in the counties of Nassau and Suffol k, except that the hol der of
such permt nay operate a notor vehicle within the counties of Nassau
and Suffolk fromfive o' clock in the norning to nine o' clock in the
eveni ng when such person is under the i mredi ate supervision and control
of a person at |east twenty-one years of age who is such holder's
| i censed parent, guardian, person in a position of |loco parentis, driver
education teacher for the purpose of certification pursuant to section
ei ght hundred six-a of the education law, or driving school instructor
for the purpose of certification pursuant to subdivision seven-a of
section three hundred ninety-four of this chapter, or a person at |east
twenty-one years of age who holds a license valid in this state for the



operation of the type of vehicle being operated, for the purpose of
certification pursuant to subdivision two of section five hundred two of
this article, and who has been designated by such hol der's parent,
guardi an or person in a position of |oco parentis to acconpany such

hol der, as evidenced by a witten statenment to that effect;

(iii) fromnine o' clock in the evening to five o' clock in the norning,
unl ess the hol der of such permt is under the i mredi ate supervision and
control of a person at |east twenty-one years of age who is such
hol der's |icensed parent, guardian, person in a position of |oco
parentis, driver education teacher for the purpose of certification
pursuant to section eight hundred six-a of the education |aw, or driving
school instructor for the purpose of certification pursuant to
subdi vi si on seven-a of section three hundred ninety-four of this
chapter.

(c) The restrictions contained in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
subdi vision shall apply to a learner's pernmt which has been issued to a
person who has nmade application for a class Mor class M |icense,
except that the required supervising driver need exercise only general
supervi sion and control over the |learner as prescribed by regul ati on of
t he conm ssioner when the |earner is operating a notorcycle, provided,
however, a person who possesses a learner's permt and who has nade
application for a class Mor class Ml |license, shall not operate a
notorcycle while there is another person on such notorcycle unless such
ot her person possesses a valid class MIicense.

6. H endorsenent crimnal history record check. Upon receipt of an
application and conpletion of all other requirenents inposed by the
commi ssioner for an H endorsenent to permt the operator to transport
hazardous materials as defined in section one hundred three of the
hazardous materials transportation act, public law 93-633, title |, when
the vehicle transporting such naterials is required to be pl acarded
under the hazardous nmaterials regulation, 49 CFR part 172, subpart F, or

is transporting any quantity of material listed as a sel ect agent or
toxin in 42 CFR part 73, the comm ssioner, subject to the rules and
regul ati ons of the division of crimnal justice services, shall initiate

a crimnal history record check of the person making the application.
The conmi ssioner shall obtain fromeach applicant two sets of



fingerprints and the division of crimnal justice services processing
fee inmposed pursuant to subdivision eight-a of section eight hundred
thirty-seven of the executive | aw and any fee inposed by the federal
bureau of investigation. The conm ssioner shall pronptly transmt such
fingerprints and fees to the division of crimnal justice services for
processi ng. The federal bureau of investigation and the division of
crimnal justice services shall forward such crimnal history record, if
any, to the conm ssioner. Al such crimnal history records processed
and sent pursuant to this section shall be confidential pursuant to the
applicable federal and state | aws, rules and regul ati ons, and shall not
be published or in any way disclosed to persons other than authorized
personnel, unless otherw se authorized by |aw. No cause of action

agai nst the conm ssioner, the departnent or the division of crimnal
justice services for damages related to the di ssem nation of crim nal

hi story records pursuant to this section shall exist when the
commi ssi oner, department or division of crimnal justice services has
reasonably and in good faith relied upon the accuracy and conpl et eness
of crimnal history information furnished to it by qualified agencies.
The provision of such information by the division of crimnal justice
services shall be subject to the provisions of subdivision sixteen of
section two hundred ninety-six of the executive |law. The consideration
of such crimnal history record by the comm ssioner shall be subject to
article twenty-three-A of the correction | aw. The comm ssi oner shal
review such crimnal history record for a conviction within the previous
ten years for: (i) any violent felony offense, as defined in section
70.02 of the penal law, or (ii) any felony defined in article one
hundred twenty, one hundred twenty-five, one hundred thirty, one hundred
thirty-five, one hundred forty, one hundred forty-five, one hundred
fifty, one hundred fifty-five, one hundred sixty, one hundred seventy,
one hundred seventy-five, two hundred, two hundred ten, two hundred
twenty, two hundred twenty-one, two hundred forty, two hundred
sixty-five, four hundred sixty, four hundred seventy, four hundred

ei ghty-five, or four hundred ninety of the penal |aw or section
fifty-three-e of the railroad law, or (iii) any offense in another
jurisdiction which includes all of the essential elenments of such

of fenses described in paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this subdivision and
for which a sentence of inprisonnent for nore than one year was



authorized in the other jurisdiction and is authorized in this state,
regardl ess of whether such sentence was inposed; or any of the follow ng
federal offenses: inproper transportation of a hazardous material, as
defined in 49 U S C. 46312, conveying false information or threats, as
defined in 49 U S.C. 46507, espionage, as defined in 18 U S. C. 793, 794
or 3077, sedition, as defined in 18 U S.C. 2384, 2385 or section 4 of

t he subversive activities control act of 1950, treason, as defined in 18
U . S.C. 2381 or conspiracy or solicitation, as defined in 18 U S. C. 371
or 373; or (iv) an attenpt or conspiracy to comrt any of the offenses
specified in paragraphs (i), (ii), or (iii) of this subdivision. In

cal cul ating such ten year period, any period of tinme during which the
person was incarcerated for any reason between the tine of comm ssion of
the previous felony and the tine of comm ssion of the present felony
shal | be excluded and such ten year period shall be extended by a period
or periods equal to the tinme served under such incarceration. After
receipt of a crimnal history record fromthe division of crimnal
justice services, if any, and review of such record, the comm ssioner
shall promptly notify the applicant whether he or she will be granted an
H endor senent based upon the applicant's crimnal history and pronptly
notify such applicant of the determ nation and the procedure for
requesting a hearing pursuant to this subdivision. If the comm ssioner
deni es an applicant an H endorsenent based either in whole or in part on
such applicant's crimnal record, the conmm ssioner nust notify such
applicant of the basis for such denial, and afford such applicant notice
and an opportunity to be heard and offer proof in opposition to such
determnation. If the applicant requests a hearing to contest the

commi ssioner's determ nation, such hearing nust be requested no |ater
than thirty days after the applicant's receipt of the determ nation and
nmust be schedul ed by the comm ssioner within sixty days of such request.
Upon request and pursuant to the rules and regul ati ons of the division
of crimnal justice services, any applicant may obtain, review and seek
correction of his or her crimnal history record.



