8§ 421. Sale of nmotor vehicle, trailer or part thereof wth changed
identification nunber. 1. Any person engaged in the business of buying
or selling notor vehicles, trailers, or parts thereof, shall be presuned
to have determ ned and to know the original vehicle identification
nunbers and special identification nunbers on any notor vehicle,
trailers or parts thereof purchased or sold by such person, both at the
time of purchase and sale.

2. Any person engaged in the business of buying or selling notor
vehicles, trailers, or parts thereof, who sells or offers for sale a
notor vehicle, trailer, or part thereof, the original vehicle
i dentification nunber or special identification nunber of which shal
have been destroyed, renoved, altered, defaced or so covered as to be
effectual ly conceal ed, wi thout having conplied with regul ati ons
promul gated by the commi ssioner, shall be guilty of a class E fel ony.

3. Any person, other than a person engaged in the business of buying
or selling notor vehicles, trailers, or parts thereof, who know ngly
sells or offers for sale a notor vehicle, trailer, or part thereof, the
original vehicle identification nunber or special identification nunber
of which shall have been destroyed, renoved, altered, defaced or so
covered as to be effectually conceal ed shall be guilty of a class E
felony. In any prosecution under this subdivision, the purchase of the
notor vehicle, trailer or part froma deal er registered pursuant to
section four hundred fifteen of this chapter, a vehicle dismantler
regi stered pursuant to section four hundred fifteen-a of this chapter,
or a notor vehicle repair shop registered pursuant to section three
hundred ninety-eight-c of this chapter shall be presunptive evidence
that the purchaser did not have know edge of the destruction, renoval,
alteration, defacing or covering of the original vehicle identification
nunber or special identification nunber.

4. For the purposes of this article, the term"original identification
nunber™ shall mean any nunber enbossed, engraved, etched, affixed to a
| abel , sticker or plate or simlarly narked on any part of a notor
vehicle, trailer or vehicle part which is assigned by the manufacturer
for the purpose of identification of that particul ar notor vehicle,



trailer or vehicle part and the | ocation of which nunber is nmade
avai l able to the public.



