8§ 404-a. Registration of notor vehicles of severely disabl ed persons.
1. Legislative intent. It is the sense of the legislature to facilitate
t he usual and special uses of the highways and ot her notor vehicle
facilities accorded to severely disabled residents of this state. The
commi ssioner is hereby enpowered to issue to such persons, upon their
application, special notor vehicle registrations, one set of vehicle
identification plates for notor vehicles owned by such persons to be
used for the transportation of such severely disabl ed person and one set
of vehicle identification plates for each notor vehicle owed by such
persons and used by a severely disabled nenber of the owner's famly.

2. Registration of vehicles owned by severely di sabl ed persons. The
commi ssi oner shall assign to such notor vehicles, including any van or
pi ck-up truck used for transporting persons with disabilities which is
not used for commercial purposes, owned by such persons, a distinctive
nunber and i ssue and deliver in such manner as the conm ssioner nay
select to the owner a certification of registration, in such formas the
commi ssi oner shall prescribe and two nunber pl ates, called disabled
person plates. Said di sabl ed person plates shall conformto the
requi renents of section four hundred one of this chapter, but shall bear
distinctive marks to distinguish themfrom nunber plates to be issued to
ot her persons, qualifying under this chapter. The conm ssioner, in his
di scretion, nmay issue, for any registration year, only one plate as a
set for a notor vehicle, in which event a set of disabled person plates
for a notor vehicle shall consist of one plate. Were a severely
di sabl ed person owns nore than one vehicle and such vehicle or vehicles
is or are used by severely disabled nenbers of the owner's famly who
reside with the owner, the conm ssioner shall issue one set of plates
for each additional vehicle used by such severely disabl ed person,
provi ded that such user qualifies as a severely disabled person in the
manner required by this section.

3. Registration of vehicles owed by severely disabl ed veterans. The
commi ssi oner shall assign to such notor vehicles, including any vans or
pi ck-up trucks used for transporting handi capped veterans which are not
used for conmercial purposes and which are owned by such veterans or a
not-for-profit corporation serving such veterans, a distinctive nunber



and issue and deliver in such manner as the comm ssioner may prescribe
to the owner a certification of registration, in such formas the
commi ssi oner shall prescribe and two nunber pl ates, called disabled
veteran plates. Said severely disabled veteran plates shall conformto
the requirenents of section four hundred one of this article, but shal
bear distinctive marks to di stinguish themfrom nunber plates to be

i ssued to ot her persons, qualifying under this article. The comm ssi oner
in his discretion, may issue, for any registration year, only one plate
as a set for a notor vehicle, in which event a set of severely disabled
veteran plates for a notor vehicle shall consist of one plate. Were a
severely disabled veteran owns nore than one vehicle and such vehicle or
vehicles is or are used by severely disabled nenbers of the owner's
famly who reside with the owner, the comm ssioner shall issue one set
of plates for each additional vehicle used by such severely disabl ed
veteran, provided that such user qualifies as a severely disabled
veteran in the manner required by this section. For purposes of this
subdi vision, the term "severely di sabled veteran" shall nean a veteran
as defined in section eighty-five of the civil service |law, and whose
disability qualifies himas a severely disabled person within the
meani ng of such term as defined in subdivision four of this section.

4. lssue of plates. The conm ssioner shall issue sets of plates to
such person in accordance with subdivision two of this section with
proof of such disability of such person or such nenbers of his or her
famly certified by a physician, physician assistant or nurse
practitioner, to the extent authorized by | aw and consistent with
subdi vi sion three of section six thousand nine hundred two of the
education |aw, or podiatrist pursuant to subdivision four-a of this
section or optonetrist pursuant to subdivision four-b of this section,
to the satisfaction of the comm ssioner who is enpowered to carry out
the effects of this section by formulating rules and regul ati ons.

For the purposes of this section, a "severely disabled person” shal
mean any person having any one or nore of the follow ng inpairnents,
disabilities or conditions which are permanent in nature:

(a) Has limted or no use of one or both |ower |inbs;

(b) Has a neuro-nuscul ar dysfunction which severely limts nmobility;



* (c) Has a physical or nental inpairnent or condition which is other
t han those specified above, but is of such nature as to inpose unusual
hardship in utilization of public transportation facilities and such
condition is certified by a physician, physician assistant or nurse
practitioner, to the extent authorized by | aw and consistent with
subdi vi sion three of section six thousand nine hundred two of the
education law, duly licensed to practice in this state, or, pursuant to
subdi vision four-a of this section, a podiatrist duly licensed to
practice podiatry in this state or, pursuant to subdivision four-b of
this section, an optonetrist duly licensed to practice optonetry in this
state, as constituting an equal degree of disability (specifying the
particular condition) so as to prevent such person fromgetting around
wi thout great difficulty in accordance with subdivision two of this
section; or

* NB Effective until My 10, 2027

* (c) Has a physical or nental inpairnent or condition which is other
t han those specified above, but is of such nature as to inpose unusual
hardship in utilization of public transportation facilities and such
condition is certified by a physician, physician assistant or nurse
practitioner, to the extent authorized by | aw and consistent with
subdi vi sion three of section six thousand nine hundred two of the
education law, duly licensed to practice in this state, or, pursuant to
subdi vision four-a of this section, a podiatrist duly licensed to
practice podiatry in this state or, pursuant to subdivision four-b of
this section, an optonetrist duly licensed to practice optonetry in this
state, as constituting an equal degree of disability (specifying the
particular condition) so as to prevent such person fromgetting around
wi thout great difficulty in accordance with subdivision two of this
secti on;

* NB Effective May 10, 2027

* (d) A blind person.

* NB Effective until My 10, 2027

* (d) A blind person; or

* NB Effective May 10, 2027

* (e) Is rated one hundred percent disabled by the United States
departnment of veterans affairs.

* NB Effective May 10, 2027



4-a. Certification of disability by a podiatrist. A podiatrist duly
licensed to practice podiatry in this state nay certify only those
conditions which he or she treats in the course of the practice of
podi atry, as defined by section seventy hundred one of the education
| aw.

4-b. Certification of disability by an optonetrist. An optonetri st
duly licensed to practice optonetry in this state may certify only those
conditions which he or she treats in the course of the practice of
optonetry, as defined in section seventy-one hundred one of the
education | aw.

5. Application for registration. (a) The application for registration
under this section shall be filed with the comm ssioner of notor
vehicles in such formand detail as the comm ssioner shall prescribe,
setting forth such informati on as the conm ssioner nmay reasonably
prescri be beyond such information required under section four hundred
one of this chapter.

(b) The comm ssioner may require the applicant for registration to
furni sh such proof of his or her disability or such proof of disability
of such nenbers of his or her famly froma physician, physician
assistant or nurse practitioner, to the extent authorized by |aw and
consi stent with subdivision three of section six thousand ni ne hundred
two of the education |aw, or podiatrist pursuant to subdivision four-a
of this section or optonetrist pursuant to subdivision four-b of this
section, as the comm ssioner deens necessary either for initial
regi stration or renewal thereof; provided, however, that a handi capped
or disabled permt issued by a municipality to such applicant pursuant
to section twelve hundred three-a of this chapter shall be deened
sufficient proof of disability for purposes of this paragraph.

(c) Application under this section shall only apply to a vehicle
subject to registration pursuant to subdivision six of section four
hundred one of this chapter and to a van or pick-up truck as provided in
subdi vision two of this section.

6. Fee requirenents. As provided in section four hundred one of this



chapter, the registration and di sabl ed person plates shall be
acconpani ed only by the required fee otherwise required to be paid for
vehi cl e regi strati on.

7. Refueling notice. Upon the issuance or renewal of a registration
pursuant to this section, the comm ssioner shall notify the registrant
of the availability of full service notor vehicle refueling at self
service prices as provided for in section three hundred ninety-six-bb of
t he general business | aw



