8 402. Distinctive nunber; form of nunber plates; trailers. 1. (a) No
person shall operate, drive or park a notor vehicle on the public
hi ghways of this state unless such vehicle shall have a distinctive
nunber assigned to it by the conm ssioner and a set of nunber plates
i ssued by the commr ssioner with a nunber and other identification nmatter
i f any, corresponding to that of the certificate of registration
conspi cuously di splayed, one on the front and one on the rear of such
vehi cl e, each securely fastened so as to prevent the sanme from sw ngi ng
and pl aced, whenever reasonably possible, not higher than forty-eight
i nches and not | ower than twelve inches fromthe ground; provided,
however, that in any registration year for which only one nunber plate
is issued, such nunber plate shall constitute a set of nunber plates for
the tinme in which such use is authorized, shall be displayed on the rear
of the vehicle and none shall be displayed on its front, except in case
of a tractor, when such nunber plate shall be displayed on the front of
t he vehicle and none shall be displayed on its rear.

(b) (i) Nunber plates shall be kept clean and in a condition so as to
be easily readabl e.

(ii) Nunber plates shall not be know ngly covered or coated with any
mat eri al or substance that conceal s or obscures such nunber plates or
that distorts a recorded or photographic imge of such nunber pl ates.

(ii-a) Nunber plates shall not be covered by glass or any plastic
material, nor shall they be covered with a material appearing to be a
nunber plate for display as proof of lawful registration but which has
not been |awfully issued by the comm ssioner, the comm ssioner's agent,
or the equivalent official or agents from another state, territory,
district, province, nation or other jurisdiction.

(iii) The view of such nunber plates shall not be obstructed by any
part of the vehicle or by anything carried thereon, except for a
receiver-transmtter issued by a publicly owned tolling facility in
connection with electronic toll collection when such
receiver-transmtter is affixed to the exterior of a vehicle in
accordance with nounting instructions provided by the tolling facility.

2. Such nunber plates shall be of such material, form design and
di mrensi ons and contain or set forth such distinguishing nunber or other
identification nmarks as the comm ssioner shall prescribe, provided,



however, that there shall be at all times a marked contrast between the
col or of the nunber plates and that of the nunerals or letters thereon,
and provided further that no vehicle shall display the nunber plates of
nore than one state at a tine except where the vehicle is required to be
registered in nore than one state, and provided further that the nunber
plates of a rental vehicle shall not display any indication of the
rental status of such vehicle nor shall any plate be used other than

t hose issued by the comm ssioner.

3. No person shall operate or drive a notor vehicle drawing a trailer
on the public highways of the state, unless such trailer shall have a
di stinctive nunber assigned to it by the conm ssioner and a nunber plate
i ssued by such comm ssioner with a nunber corresponding to that of the
certificate of registration displayed and fastened on the rear in the
manner provided for nunber plates on the rear of a notor vehicle. The
provi si ons of subdivision two of this section relating to nunber plates
for notor vehicles shall apply to nunber plates for any such trailer.
The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply when a newy
constructed trailer is being drawn to or froma weighing station solely
for the purpose of determ ning the weight thereof.

4. No person shall operate or drive a notor vehicle upon the public
hi ghways of this state having di splayed thereon nunber plates not proper
for such vehicle under the provisions of this chapter and, upon a
conviction for this offense, the nunber plates shall be surrendered to
the court for delivery to the conm ssioner. The failure to produce the
certificate of registration or registration renewal stub of a vehicle
shal | be presunptive evidence of displaying nunber plates not proper for
the vehicle. Every annual nunber plate issued shall renmain the property
of the state until the correct registration fee is paid. Every nunber
pl ate of a permanent nature for use with a renovabl e date tag which
shall be issued shall remain the property of the state unless and until
the conm ssioner finds that the state no | onger has use for it. Nunber
pl ates belonging to the state shall be under the control of the
commi ssi oner.

5. No person shall know ngly authorize or permt a nunber plate issued



for a notor vehicle or trailer owned and regi stered by himto be

di spl ayed on any notor vehicle or trailer other than a notor vehicle or
trailer to which such nunber plate has been assigned by the
commi ssi oner, or upon which such nunber plate may | egally be displ ayed
under a tenporary certificate of registration issued by a deal er under
t he provisions of section four hundred twenty of this chapter.

6. No owner shall knowi ngly cause or permt a vehicle owned by himto
be operated, driven or parked upon the public highways of this state in
violation of this section. Any violation of this section that occurs
while a notor vehicle is parked on the public highways of this state
shal |l constitute a parking violation.

7. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm partnershinp,
association, limted liability conpany or corporation to sell, offer for
sale or distribute any:

(a) artificial or synthetic material or substance for the purpose of
application to a nunber plate that will, upon application to a nunber
plate, distort a recorded or photographic imge of such nunber plate; or

(b) plate cover, material or device for the purpose of installation
on, near or around a nunber plate that will, upon installation on, near
or around a nunber plate, obstruct or obscure all or any part of the
di stingui shing nunber or other identification marks of such nunber
pl ate; or

(c) a material appearing to be a nunber plate for display as proof of
| awf ul registration but which has not been lawfully issued by the
commi ssi oner, the commi ssioner's agent, or the equivalent official or
agents from another state, territory, district, province, nation or
ot her jurisdiction.

8. Aviolation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not
| ess than twenty-five nor nore than two hundred dollars, except that:

(a) A violation of subparagraph (ii), subparagraph (ii-a) or
subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (b) of subdivision one of this section
shal | be punishable by a fine of not |ess than one hundred nor nore than
five hundred dollars.

(b) A person convicted of a violation of subparagraph (ii-a) of



par agraph (b) of subdivision one of this section shall surrender the

gl ass or plastic covering or material appearing to be a nunber plate, as
applicable, to the court or admnistrative tribunal for delivery to the
commi ssi oner.

(c) Upon conviction of a violation of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph
(b) of subdivision one of this section, the court or admnistrative
tribunal having jurisdiction may, in addition to any penalty that may be
i nposed for such violation, order the renoval of any material or
substance that conceal s or obscures such nunber plates or the
repl acenent of such nunber pl ates.



