§ 301. Periodic inspection of all nmotor vehicles. (a) The conmm ssioner
shall require that every notor vehicle registered in this state be
i nspect ed once each year for safety, and at |east biennially for
em ssions as provided for pursuant to paragraph two of subdivision (d)
of this section, and in accordance with the provisions of this article,
and that every notor vehicle sold or transferred for use on the public
hi ghways of this state by a deal er regi stered under section four hundred
fifteen of this chapter to any person other than another such registered
deal er or transferred for no remuneration by such a registered dealer to
any person other than to a welfare to work program authorized by the New
York state departnent of |abor, a private industry council, a county or
a social services district for the sole use of public assistance
reci pients or applicants participating in the welfare to work programto
whi ch such vehicle is transferred nmust be inspected and bear a valid
certificate or certificates of inspection prior to delivery to the
purchaser or transferee. Provided, however, that nothing contained
herein shall be deemed to exenpt any notor vehicle so transferred to a
wel fare to work program pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision
frombeing inspected in accordance with the provisions of this section
or fromconplying with all other applicable provisions of this chapter,

i ncluding registration and financial security, prior to operation on any
publ i c hi ghway.

(b) The comm ssioner shall also require the inspection of any notor
vehicle duly regi stered under the | aws of another state, a province of
Canada, a territory or a federal district to the extent to which such
state, province, territory or federal district requires the inspection
of notor vehicles duly registered under the laws of this state.

(c) (1) (a) A safety inspection shall be made with respect to the

brakes; steering nmechanism wheel alignnment; lights, including but not
limted to the Iights which are designed and placed on a vehicle for the
purpose of illumnating the vehicle's |license plates; odoneter; tire

pressure; seat safety belts; shoul der harness safety belts; any w ndow
whi ch is conposed of, covered by or treated with any material which has
a light transmttance of |ess than seventy percent pursuant to section
three hundred seventy-five of this title and such other nmechani snms and
equi pnent as shall be determ ned by the commi ssioner to be necessary for
proper and safe operations. Such inspection shall also be made with



respect to vehicle identification nunber. Upon inspection, the mleage
appearing on the odoneter shall be recorded upon the inspection sticker.

(b) I'n the case of any passenger car manufactured on or after
Sept enber first, nineteen hundred ninety-seven, during the course of the
vehi cl e safety inspection, the readiness of the inflatable restraint
system by means of the readiness indicator, shall be noted on the
i nvoi ce supplied to the consuner. The system s | ack of readi ness shal
not be considered grounds for the vehicle to fail the safety inspection
provi ded for in subparagraph (a) of this paragraph.

(2) Such inspection nmay al so include a visual inspection prescribed by
t he conm ssioner to determ ne the presence and correct installation of
any air contam nant emnmi ssion systens or devices which are required by
state or federal law or any rules or regul ati ons pursuant thereto;
provi ded that for any vehicle not subject to an em ssion inspection
pursuant to subdivision (d) of this section, such visual inspection
shal | be perforned.

(3) Inproper tire pressure shall not be reason for failure of the

I nspecti on.
(d) (1) The conm ssioner, in consultation with the conm ssi oner of
envi ronnment al conservation, shall inplenment a program of notor vehicle

em ssions inspections with respect to any notor vehicles or class of
not or vehicles which are required by federal |aw or any rules or
regul ati ons issued pursuant thereto or by any state |law or any rules or
regul ati ons issued pursuant thereto, including rules and regul ations
i ssued by the departnent of environnental conservation, to neet
standards applicable to the em ssion of any kind of substance by such
vehi cl es or engines or to contain any equi pnent, systens or design
features to reduce such em ssion. The conmm ssioner shall establish
regul ati ons for such inspections. Such regulations shall include
provi sion for cooperating with the conm ssioner of environnental
conservation to notify owners of vehicles that have fail ed enm ssion
i nspections of the availability of nobile source em ssion reduction
credit trading prograns pursuant to section 19-0301 of the environnental
conservation | aw

(2) Such inspection shall be performed biennially; provided however
that the comm ssioner may require em ssion inspections nore frequently
than biennially if the comm ssioner of environnmental conservation, in



consultation with the comm ssioner, makes a determ nation that nore
frequent em ssion inspections are necessary to conply with federal

requi renents or a court order; and provided that an enission inspection
programin operation prior to nineteen hundred ninety-three shal
continue to require em ssion inspections at |east annually until January
first, nineteen hundred ninety-siXx.

(3) Such inspection shall be perfornmed at a facility that only
perfornms inspections if the comm ssioner of environnental conservation,
in consultation with the conmm ssioner, nmakes a determ nation that such
restriction is necessary to neet federal requirenents. In no event shal
any facility operating pursuant to a contract with the comm ssi oner,
entered into pursuant to subdivision (a) of section three hundred three
of this chapter, be allowed to performrepairs; provided however, that
such a facility shall be allowed to performrepairs at no charge that
are incidental to the inspection process.

(4) The comm ssioner shall establish an em ssion systemrepair
trai ning program for purposes of enhancing the quality and reliability
of em ssion systemrepair services available fromofficial repair
stations in all areas where em ssion inspections are required under this
secti on.

(e) The requirenments of air contam nation em ssion systeminspection
shall not apply to historical notor vehicles registered pursuant to
schedul e G of subdivision seven of section four hundred one of this
chapter unless required by federal |aw

(f) The departnent is authorized, in consultation with the departnents
of environnental conservation and transportation, to adopt rules and
regul ati ons necessary to inplenment a heavy duty vehicle inspection
program pursuant to section 19-0320 of the environnmental conservation
| aw and i npl enent such program by June first, nineteen hundred
ni net y- ni ne.



