§ 2253. Certificates of registration, registration nunbers, and
val idating stickers. 1. Issuance. Upon the approval of an application
for registration and paynent of the fee as provided in this article, the
commi ssi oner shall assign to a vessel a registration nunmber, and,
wi t hout further expense to the applicant, issue a certificate of
regi stration and, effective April first, nineteen hundred eighty-six, a
val idating sticker or stickers, in such manner and formas the
commi ssi oner shall prescribe.

2. Certificate of registration. The certificate of registration issued
by the conm ssioner shall be available at all tines for inspection on
the vessel for which it is issued whenever such vessel is in operation,
unl ess otherw se provided by a rule or regulation of the conm ssioner.
Every person operating a vessel shall, upon denmand of any peace officer
federal officer or other person having the authority to enforce the
provi sions of this chapter, produce the certificate of registration for
i nspection. The failure to produce the certificate of registration, as
provi ded herein, shall not be an offense, but shall be presunptive
evi dence of operating a vessel which is not registered as required by
this article.

3. Registration nunber. A registration nunber once assigned under this
section shall remain with the vessel until the vessel is destroyed,
abandoned or permanently renoved fromthe state, or until changed or
term nated by the comm ssioner. The registration nunber assigned to the
vessel shall be painted on or attached to each side of the forward half
of the vessel by the owner in such a position as to be displayed in a
conspi cuous manner with figures and letters at |east three inches in
hei ght. The registrati on nunber shall be maintained in a | egible
condition so that the figures and letters are readily discernible during
dayl i ght hours at a distance of one hundred feet. No other nunber shal
be carried on the forward half of such vessel. Notw thstanding the
f oregoi ng provisions of this subdivision, a vessel having a valid marine
docunent issued by the United States or a foreign governnent shall not
be required to display its assigned registration nunber on the vessel.

4. Validating stickers. Effective April first, nineteen hundred



eighty-six, at the tine of the original registration and at the tinme of
each renewal thereof, the comm ssioner shall also issue to said
registrant a validating sticker or stickers indicating the validity of
the current registration and the expiration date thereof, which
val i dating sticker or stickers shall be affixed to the vessel in such
manner as the comm ssioner may prescribe provided, however, that where
the hull of a vessel equipped with a windshield is constructed of wood,
such validating sticker or stickers nmay be affixed to the w ndshield of
the vessel. Fromthat tinme and notw thstanding the fact that a vessel
has been assigned a registration nunber, it shall not be considered as
validly registered within the neaning of this article unless a

val idating sticker and current registration certificate have been

i ssued. In addition, the comm ssioner may issue a validating sticker or
stickers to the holder of a certificate of registration issued prior to
April first, nineteen hundred eighty-six, w thout further expense to the
hol der, indicating the validity of the current registration and the
expiration date thereof, which validating sticker or stickers shall be
affixed to the vessel in such a manner as the comm ssioner may
prescri be. The comm ssioner shall establish by regulation such terns and
conditions as nay be necessary to acconplish the issuance of such
val i dating sticker or stickers and the date upon which their issuance
shall be conpleted. Fromthirty days after such date and notw t hst andi ng
the fact that a vessel has been assigned a registration nunber and has a
current certificate of registration, it shall not be considered as
validly registered within the neaning of this article unless a
val i dating sticker or stickers is displayed on the vessel.



