§ 223. Motor vehicle theft prevention program 1. The conm ssioner is
her eby aut horized and directed to establish a notor vehicle theft
prevention programw thin the departnment which shall have trai ned notor
vehi cl e investigators and police officers participating init.

2. It shall be the duty of such investigators to conduct detail ed
i nvestigations, in cooperation with |aw enforcenent officials, of those
entities which may be possible sources for the disposal of stolen
vehi cl es or mmj or conponent parts; to deternmine the reliability of
applicants required to be registered under provisions of the vehicle and
traffic law, to provide assistance to | aw enforcenment personnel in
determ ning sources of outlets for stolen notor vehicles and stol en
notor vehicle parts; to cooperate with | aw enforcenent personnel
relative to the investigation of organized notor vehicle theft rings; to
exanm ne notor vehicles prior to the issuance of a New York state notor
vehicle title at the discretion of the conm ssioner; and to inspect
notor vehicles for which a notice of acquisition is required to be filed
pursuant to section four hundred twenty-nine of this chapter whenever
such a vehicle is to be registered for use upon the public highway.

3. The commi ssioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of the
division of crimnal justice services, shall establish a notor vehicle
theft prevention programto be known as the "Watch Your Car Program"”
whi ch shall include the issuance of official decals to identify notor
vehi cl es that are not normal |y operated between the hours of 1:00 A M
and 5:00 AAM Participation in the programshall be voluntary in nature
and shall involve the follow ng:

(a) I'n the presence of a duly authorized police officer in any |aw
enf orcenent agency participating in such program the regi stered owner
of a notor vehicle shall sign an inforned consent statement indicating
that the notor vehicle registered to such owner is not nornmally operated
bet ween the hours of 1:00 A M and 5:00 A M The form of such inforned
consent statenent shall be pronul gated by the comm ssioner after
consultation with the comm ssioner of the division of crimnal justice
servi ces.

(b) (i) Upon signing such inforned consent statenment, the registered
owner shall be issued decal s approved by the conm ssioner and such



decal s shall be affixed to the owner's vehicle in a conspicuous place as
prescri bed by the conm ssioner. The decals shall be issued by the | aw
enf orcenment agency participating in the program

(ii) The I aw enforcenent agency issuing the decals shall make a record
of the decals issued to each registered owner. Such records shall be
mai nt ai ned by the | aw enforcenent agencies participating in the program
and shall be available to the conm ssioner, to the superintendent of
state police, to the conm ssioner of the division of crimnal justice
services and to | aw enforcenent agencies.

(c) Infornmed consent statenment forns shall be available at al
partici pating | aw enforcenent agencies throughout the state. The
commi ssi oner may accept the format used for the decal and application
used by local police officials in nmunicipalities that inplenented such
prograns prior to the effective date of this subdivision.

4. The comm ssioner shall, no |ater than January first, nineteen
hundred ei ghty-two, submit to the governor and the |egislature a report
on the results and operation of the notor vehicle theft prevention
program

5. The expenses incurred by the conm ssioner in inplenmenting the notor
vehicl e theft prevention programcreated by this section shall be funded
fromrevenues coll ected pursuant to sections four hundred fifteen-a,
four hundred twenty-one, subdivision five of section four hundred
twenty-three-a and four hundred thirty of this chapter.



