8§ 155. Traffic infraction. The violation of any provision of this
chapter, except articles forty-seven and forty-eight, or of any |aw,
ordi nance, order, rule or regulation regulating traffic which is not
declared by this chapter or other law of this state to be a m sdeneanor
or a felony. Atraffic infraction is not a crinme and the punishnent
i nposed therefor shall not be deened for any purpose a penal or crimnal
puni shment and shall not affect or inpair the credibility as a w tness
or otherw se of any person convicted thereof. This definition shall be
retroactive and shall apply to all acts and violations heretofore
commtted where such acts and violations would, if commtted subsequent
to the taking effect of this section, be included within the neaning of
the term"traffic infraction"” as herein defined. Except in those
portions of Suffolk county for which a district court has been
established, outside of cities having a population in excess of one
mllion in which adm nistrative tribunals have heretofore been
established, courts and judicial officers heretofore having jurisdiction
over such violations shall continue to do so and for such purpose such
viol ations shall be deened m sdeneanors and all provisions of |aw
relating to m sdeneanors except as provided in section eighteen hundred
five of this chapter and except as herein otherw se expressly provided
shal | apply except that no jury trial shall be allowed for traffic
infractions. In those portions of Suffolk county for which a district
court has been established and in cities having a population in excess
of one mllion in which adm nistrative tribunals have heretofore been
established, the crimnal courts of such cities or portions of Suffolk
county in which a district court has been established shall have
jurisdiction to hear and determ ne any conplaint alleging a violation
constituting a traffic infraction, except that admnistrative tribunals
heret of ore established in such cities or portions of Suffolk county in
which a district court has been established shall have jurisdiction to
hear and determ ne any charge of an offense which is a traffic
i nfraction, except parking, standing or stopping. In cities having a
popul ation in excess of two hundred thousand in which adm nistrative
tribunal s have heretofore been established, and any such adm nistrative
tribunal established by the city of Yonkers, the city of Peekskill, or
the city of Syracuse, such tribunals shall have jurisdiction to hear and
determ ne any charge of an offense which is a parking, standing or



stopping violation. Any fine inposed by an admi nistrative tribunal shall
be a civil penalty. For purposes of arrest w thout a warrant, pursuant
to article one hundred forty of the crimnal procedure law, a traffic
infraction shall be deened an offense.



