§ 1224. Abandoned vehicles. 1. A notor vehicle shall be deemed to be
an abandoned vehicle if left unattended

(a) with no nunber plates affixed thereto, for nore than six hours on
any hi ghway or other public place;

(b) for nore than twenty-four hours on any highway or other public
pl ace, except a portion of a highway or public place on which parking is
l egally permtted,

(c) for nore than forty-eight hours, after the parking of such vehicle
shal | have becone illegal, if left on a portion of a highway or public
pl ace on which parking is legally permtted;

(d) for nore than ninety-six hours on property of another if |eft
Wi t hout perm ssion of the owner.

2. |If an abandoned vehicle, at the tine of abandonnment, has no nunber
plates affixed and is of a whol esale value, taking into consideration
the condition of the vehicle, of two thousand two hundred fifty dollars
or less, ownership shall imrediately vest in the | ocal authority having
jurisdiction thereof and title to the vehicle shall vest in accordance
wi th applicable |aw and regul ati ons of the comm ssioner, provided
however that a local authority shall not be required to obtain title to
an abandoned vehicle that is subject to the provisions of this
subdivision if the vehicle will be sold or otherw se di sposed of as junk
or salvage, dismantled for use other than as a notor vehicle, or
ot herwi se destroyed.

3. (a) Except for vehicles governed by subdivision twd, a | ocal
authority having custody of an abandoned vehicle shall make an inquiry
concerning the | ast owner of such vehicle as foll ows:

(i) abandoned vehicle with nunber plates affixed--to the jurisdiction
whi ch i ssued such nunber pl ates;

(ii) abandoned vehicle with no nunber plates affixed--the departnent
of notor vehicles.

(b) Such local authority shall notify the |ast owner, if known, that
the vehicle in question has been recovered as an abandoned vehicl e and
that, if unclained, it will be sold at public auction or by bid after
ten days fromthe date such notice was given. |If the agency described in
paragraph (a) also notifies such |ocal authority that a lien or nortgage



exi sts such notice shall also be sent to the |ienhol der or nortgagee.
The conmi ssioner shall prescribe the nethods of giving notice. Any
person claimng such vehicle shall be required to pay the costs of
renoval and storage of such vehicle.

(c) Ownership of such abandoned vehicles, if unclained, shall vest in
such local authority ten days fromthe date such notice is given; or if
t he | ast owner cannot be ascertai ned, when notice of such fact is
recei ved.

4. For the purposes of this section, a |local authority entitled to
cust ody of an abandoned vehicle shall be the town in which the vehicle
was abandoned, or if abandoned in a city or village, the city or village
in which the vehicle was abandoned, except that if a vehicle is
abandoned on property of the New York state thruway authority or
property under the jurisdiction of the office of parks, recreation and
hi storic preservation, the departnent of transportation, or a public
authority or comm ssion, such authority, office, departnment or
commi ssion shall be entitled to the custody of such vehicle.

Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of this section to the contrary, the

of fice of general services shall be entitled to the custody of any
vehi cl e abandoned on state property subsequent to its sale by such

of fice. The conm ssioner nmay, by regulation, provide that a county nay
act as the agent for a local authority for the purpose of renoving and
di sposi ng of abandoned vehi cl es.

5. (a) Such local authority shall determne if an abandoned vehicle is
suitable for operation on the public highways. If so, the vehicle shal
be sold at public auction to the highest bidder or converted pursuant to
subdi vi sion six of this section.

(b) I'f such local authority determ nes that an abandoned vehicle is
not suitable for operation on the public highways, it shall sell the
vehicle to a vehicle dismantler or scrap processor registered or
certified pursuant to section four hundred fifteen-a of this chapter or
to a vehicle dismantler or scrap processor who does not have a place of
business in this state but who conforns to the | aws and regul ati ons of
the state in which he has a place of business.

(c) An abandoned vehicle without a vehicle identification nunber plate



nmust be sold only to a vehicle dismantler or a scrap processor

regi stered or certified pursuant to section four hundred fifteen-a of
this chapter or to a vehicle dismantler or scrap processor who does not
have a place of business in this state but who conforns to the |aws and
regul ati ons of the state in which he has a place of business. Nothing
cont ai ned herein shall be construed as preventing a |ocal authority from
applying for a replacenent vehicle identification nunber plate.

6. (a) Alocal authority, if authorized by local |aw, may convert to
its own use those abandoned vehicles not affected by subdivision tw of
this section or may, by sale or gift, transfer title to any of such
vehi cl es to any ot her nunicipal corporation for use by its | aw
enf orcenment agency, provided however, the total nunber of vehicles
converted and/or transferred in any cal endar year may not exceed one
percent of the |ocal authority's unclai med abandoned vehicl es not
af fected by subdivision two of this section or two such vehicles,
whi chever is greater.

(b) Any proceeds fromthe sale of an abandoned vehicle | ess any
expenses incurred by such local authority shall be held by the | ocal
authority without interest, for the benefit of the owner of such vehicle
for a period of one year. If not clained within such one year period,
such proceeds shall be paid into the general fund of such | ocal
authority.

7. (a) No person shall cause any vehicle to be an abandoned vehicl e.
There shall be a rebuttabl e presunption that the owner of an abandoned
vehi cl e caused such vehicle to be abandoned. A violation of this
subdi vi si on shall be punishable by a fine of not |ess than two hundred
fifty dollars nor nore than one thousand dollars. In a city having a
popul ation of one mllion or nore, a violation of this subdivision shal
in addition be punishable by a civil penalty of not |ess than two
hundred fifty dollars nor nore than one thousand doll ars.

(b) Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of law, in addition to those
persons ot herwi se authorized to enforce this subdivision and adjudi cate
viol ations thereof, this subdivision shall also be enforceable in a city
havi ng a popul ation of one mllion or nore by an agency or agencies
designated for such purpose by the mayor of such city, and notices of



violation nay be returnable to the environnmental control board of such
city, which shall have the power to inpose the civil penalties herein
provi ded. Notw t hstandi ng any ot her provision of |law, service of a
notice of violation for a violation of this subdivision conmtted in
such city nmay be made upon an owner by first class mail, postage
prepai d, and any such notice served by nmail shall be returnable only to
such environnental control board. Such service by first class mail shal
be deemed conpl ete upon nailing of the notice of violation, unless the
notice of violation is returned to the sender by the United States
postal service for any reason other than refusal of delivery. In
addition, any notice of violation for a violation of this subdivision
may be served by a means prescribed in article three of the civil
practice law and rules or article three of the business corporation | aw
Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of law, such civil penalties inposed
by such environnmental control board shall be paid into the general fund
of such city. Notwi thstanding section one hundred fifty-five of this
chapter or any other provision of |aw, where a person has been

adj udi cated by such environnental control board to be in violation of

t hi s subdi vi si on, such adjudication shall not have the force and effect
of a conviction of a traffic infraction or of a violation of any

provi sion of this chapter for any purpose not specified in this
subdi vi si on.

(c) Any final order issued pursuant to this subdivision by an
environnmental control board of a city having a population of one mllion
or nore shall constitute a judgnment which may be entered in any pl ace
provided for the entry of civil judgnents within the state, and nay be
enforced wi thout court proceedings in the same nanner as the enforcenent
of noney judgnents entered in civil actions; provided, however, that no
such judgnment shall be entered that exceeds the sum of ten thousand
dol lars for each respondent. Notw t hstandi ng the precedi nhg sentence,
bef ore a judgnent based upon a default may be so entered, such
environnmental control board nmust have notified the respondent by first

class mail in such formas such environnmental control board nmay direct:
(1) of the default decision and order and the penalty inposed; (2) that
a judgnment will be entered in any place provided for the entry of civil

judgnments in the state; and (3) that entry of such judgnent may be
avoi ded by requesting a stay of default for good cause shown and either



requesting a hearing or entering a plea pursuant to the rules of such
environnmental control board within thirty days of the nmailing of such
notice. No judgnent based upon a default may be so entered by the
environnmental control board within |less than sixty days fromthe

conpl etion of service by nail of the notice of violation as provided in
par agraph (b) of this subdivision. Any requirenent of any provision of

| aw ot her than this subdivision that relates to the manner of service of
the notice of violation that precedes any final order of such
environnmental control board shall not apply to a final order issued
pursuant to this subdivision. A judgnment entered pursuant to this

par agraph shall remain in full force and effect for eight years.

(d) Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of this chapter, where the
environnmental control board of a city having a population of one mllion
or nore has adjudicated any person to be in violation of this
subdi vision and the civil penalty therefor is not paid, such
environnmental control board shall notify the conm ssioner of notor
vehi cl es of the judgnment, who shall suspend any |icense of such person
to operate a notor vehicle in this state, or, if such person is
unl i censed, such person's privilege of obtaining a |icense issued by the
commi ssioner, or, if such person is a non-resident, such person's
privilege of operating a notor vehicle in this state, pending paynent of
such civil penalty. The procedures set forth in the first paragraph of
subdi vi si on seven of section five hundred ten of this chapter shall be
applicable to a suspension pursuant to this paragraph.

(e) For purposes of this subdivision only, the term"owner" neans any
person, corporation, partnership, firm agency, association, |essor or
organi zation who at the tinme of the issuance of a notice of violation
for a violation of this subdivision:

(i) is the beneficial or equitable owner of the abandoned vehicle; or

(ii) has title to such vehicle; or

(iii) is the registrant or co-registrant of such vehicle registered
with the departnent of notor vehicles of this state or any other state,
territory, district, province, nation or other jurisdiction; or

(iv) uses such vehicle in its renting and/or |easing business; or

(v) is an owner of such vehicle as defined by section one hundred
twenty-eight of this chapter or subdivision (a) of section twenty-one
hundred one of this chapter.



9. The | ast owner of an abandoned vehicle shall be liable to such
| ocal authority for the costs of renoval and storage of such vehicle.

10. The commi ssioner shall prescribe by regulation such forns and
procedures necessary or desirable to effectuate the provisions of this
section. Such regul ations may include procedures for the renoval and
di sposition of vehicle identification nunbers of abandoned vehicl es and
forms for local records for abandoned vehicles and inquiries relating to
owner shi p of such vehicl es.



