§ 1204. Oficers authorized to renmove illegally stopped vehicles. (a)
Whenever any police officer, or in a city having a population in excess
of one mllion any person designated by the comm ssioner of traffic of
such city or on highways under the jurisdiction of the New York state
thruway authority, the office of parks and recreation, a county park
commi ssion, a parkway authority, a bridge authority or a bridge and
tunnel authority any person designated by such office, comm ssion or
authority, finds a vehicle standing upon a highway in violation of any
of the foregoing provisions of this article such officer is hereby
aut hori zed to nove such vehicle, or require the driver or other person
in charge of the vehicle to nove the sanme to a position off the paved or
mai n-travel ed part of such hi ghway.

(b) 1. Wenever any police officer, or in a city having a popul ation
in excess of one mllion any person designated by the comm ssioner of
traffic of such city or on hi ghways under the jurisdiction of the New
York state thruway authority, the office of parks and recreation, a
county park conm ssion, a parkway authority, a bridge authority or a
bri dge and tunnel authority any person designated by such office,
commi ssion or authority finds a vehicle unattended where it constitutes
an obstruction to traffic, or any place where stopping, standing or
parking is prohibited, such officer is hereby authorized to provide for
the renoval of such vehicle, semtrailer or trailer to a garage,
aut onobi | e pound or other place of safety.

2. In any city with a population of one mllion or nore, whenever any
police officer, or any person designated by the conm ssioner of traffic,
finds a semtrailer or trailer without a tractor or tow ng vehicle
attached, parked or unattended on any city street, such officer or
person designated by the comm ssioner of traffic is hereby authorized to
provide for the renoval of such semitrailer or trailer to a garage,
aut onobi | e pound or other place of safety.

(c) The owner or other person lawfully entitled to the possession of
such vehicle may be charged with a reasonabl e cost for renoval and
storage, payable before the vehicle is rel eased.

(d) No police officer or other public, state or rnunicipal enployee
shall release a notor vehicle inmpounded because of any traffic or
parking violation to any person who does not have a currently valid



driver's license and an insurance identification card or other
accept abl e evidence indicating current insurance coverage on such
vehi cl e. The provisions of this subdivision with respect to insurance
coverage shall not apply to a notor vehicle which will not be noved
under its own power but will be transported by a tow truck or upon
anot her vehicle, provided that the registration for such inpounded
vehi cl e has been surrendered to the comm ssioner and proof of such
surrender is presented to the police officer or other public, state or
muni ci pal enpl oyee.



