8§ 106-a. Reducing nunber of justices in adjacent towns.

1. The town boards of two or nore towns that forma contiguous
geographic area within the sanme county are hereby authorized to
establish a single town court to be conprised of town justices to be
el ected fromeach of such towns in the sane manner and for the sane
terms as town justices are so el ected except that the number of such
terms expiring in any one year may not exceed by nore than one the
nunber of terns expiring in any other year in which terns expire;
provi ded, however, the town boards of the towns of Erin and Chemung in
Chenmung county are hereby authorized to establish a single town court in
accordance with the provisions of this section. The procedure to
establish such single court may be initiated by the town board or may be
initiated by petition. In the event the procedure is initiated by
petition, the petition shall be addressed to each town board and shal
be signed by at |east twenty percent of the registered voters in such
t owns.

2. The petition shall be nade upon white paper containing the
signatures of qualified electors of each town. The sheets of such a
petition shall be nunbered consecutively, beginning with nunber one, at
the foot of each sheet. Such petition nust set forth in every instance
the correct date of signing, the full name of the signer and his or her
present residence. A signer need not hinself or herself fill in the date
or residence.

Each sheet of such petition shall be signed in ink and shall be
substantially in the follow ng form

To the Town Boards of the Towns of ................. and .............
County of ................ State of New York

We, the undersigned, duly qualified electors of the towns of
............... and ................. respectfully petition each town
board to reduce the nunber of justices in each town to one justice and
provi de for the extension of the geographic jurisdiction of such
justices to include the area of such towns and also to provide for an



orderly transition subject to the approval of the electors of each town
as aut horized by | aw.
Dat e Si gnat ure Resi dence

[ state: | amover the age of eighteen years and now
reside at................... (residence, address, or post office address
if not identical) in the Town of................. in the State of New
York, County of................ Each of the el ectors whose nanes are
subscribed to this petition sheet containing.................. (fill in
nunber) signatures, subscribed his or her nane in mnmy presence.

| understand that this statenent will be accepted for all purposes as
the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false
statenent, shall subject ne to the sane penalties as if | had been duly
SWor n.

Dat e Si gnature of Wtness

3. Such petition shall be filed in the office of the town clerk of one
of such towns and a certified copy shall be filed in the office of the
town clerk of the other town or towns.

4. Any town board may adopt a resolution calling for the reduction of
t he nunber of justices in the town and in one or nore towns that forma
conti guous geographic area. The filing of such original resolution shal
have the sane effect as the filing of a petition as authorized by this
section and the clerk in whose office such resolution was filed shal
proceed in the same nanner as if such resolution was a duly filed
petition. A certified copy of such resolution shall be filed in the
office of the town clerk of the other town or towns.



5. Wthin thirty days after such petition or resolution and the
certified copies thereof are filed the town clerk of the town in which
the original petition or resolution was filed shall cause a notice to be
publ i shed once in the official newspaper of each town, or, if there be
no official newspaper, in a newspaper published in the county and havi ng
general circulation within the area of each town. Such notice shal
state that the petition or resolution has been received and that at a
specified tine not |ess than twenty days nor nore than forty days after
t he publication of such notice, which place and dates shall be specified
therein, a joint hearing will be held upon such petition or resolution
by such town boards.

6. The town boards of such towns shall neet at the tine and pl ace
specified in such notice. The nenbers of the participating boards shal
agree on the selection of one of their nenbers to preside at such
neeting and in the event no such agreenent is reached, he or she shal
be chosen by lot. Such town boards shall hear testinobny and receive
evi dence and informati on which may be presented concerning the petition
or resolution to establish a single town court.

7. Wthin sixty days after the hearing held pursuant to subdivision
six of this section the town boards of such adjacent towns shal
determ ne whether or not such petition or resolution shall be approved.
In the event one town board di sapproves or rejects such petition or
resolution, all proceedings under this section shall term nate and the
exi sting court systemin such adjacent towns shall continue to the sane
extent as if no such petition or resolution had been fil ed.

8. In the event that each respective town board approves such
resolution or petition, such boards shall prepare a joint resol ution
whi ch shall provide that the office of one justice in each town shall be
abol i shed and that the renmaining justice in each town shall have
jurisdiction in each town to the sane extent as if each such justice was
el ected in each town. Such joint resolution shall provide for the
el ection of at |east one town justice every two years but in no case
shall the nunber of terns expiring in any one year exceed by nore than
one the nunber of terns expiring in any other year in which terns



expire, and shall identify each justice whose office shall be abolished,
and shall identify each justice whose office shall be continued.

9. In the event no agreenent can be reached as to which offices shal
be abolished, the offices to be abolished by such resolution shall be
chosen from each of the offices of town justice by |ot. However in no
case shall an office be chosen by |lot to be abolished that woul d cause
the remaining offices to violate the requirenents of subdivision eight
of this section.

10. Such joint resolution shall be submtted to the el ectors of each
town at the next general election occurring nore than sixty days after
the final determ nation of the |anguage of such resol ution

11. If such resolution is approved by a najority of the qualified
persons voting thereon in each town such resolution shall be deened to
be adopted and the plan to establish a single town court shall be
i npl emented in the manner provided in such resolution. If such
resolution is disapproved by a ngjority of the qualified persons voting
thereon in one or nore towns, such resolution shall be defeated and no
further action shall be taken to inplenment such plan.

12. Any town justice continuing in office pursuant to such plan and
any town justice hereafter elected pursuant to the plan established in
such resol ution shall have jurisdiction in each town in the contiguous
geographic area to the sane extent and effect as if such town justice
were el ected in each such town.

13. Each town justice exercising jurisdiction in accordance with this
section shall keep a separate set of records and dockets for each town
in which he or she exercises jurisdiction and such justice shall also
mai ntain a separate bank account for each town for the deposit of noneys
recei ved when exercising jurisdiction in each town.



