8§ 907. Pl eadings; subsequent pleading containing cause of action.

(a) Counterclaim The plaintiff may reply to a counterclai mbut shal
not be required to do so except by court order. If the plaintiff elects
voluntarily to reply, he shall do so within ten days after service of
t he answer containing the counterclaim In the absence of a reply the
al l egations of the counterclai mshall be deenmed denied by the plaintiff.
An answer containing a counterclaimagainst the plaintiff and anot her
person shall be replied to by such other person, as required by CPLR 8
3019(d), within the time provided in 8 402 of this act, based upon the
time and nmet hod of service.

(b) Cross-claim A cross-claimshall be answered within ten days after
the answer containing it is served.

(c) Third-party claimand clai mby defendant stakehol der. A
third-party conplaint, and an interpl eader conplaint served by a
def endant st akehol der under CPLR 8§ 1006(b), shall be answered within the
time provided in 8 402 of this act, based upon the time and met hod of
servi ce.



