* § 73. Alteration of town boundaries. 1. A petition signed, and
acknow edged or proved, or authenticated in the manner provided in
article six for the purpose of altering the boundary lines or the
division of a town may be filed as herein provided. The petition shal
descri be the boundaries with common certainty and shall be acconpani ed
by a map or survey showing the alteration proposed. The petition shal
be signed, and acknow edged or proved, or authenticated by el ectors of
each town affected as provided in section eighty-one of this chapter.
The petition shall contain a statenent of all town indebtedness and the
reasons for the change.

2. The petition shall be filed with the clerk of the board of
supervi sors of the county not |ess than one hundred twenty days
precedi ng a biennial town election. The board of supervisors shall fix a
date for a public hearing thereon and the clerk of said board of
supervi sors shall prepare a notice of such hearing which shall recite
the filing of the petition and the description of the proposed
alteration. The notice shall be delivered to the town clerk of each town
af fected thereby, who shall cause the sanme to be published in a
newspaper published in the town, or if none, in a newspaper having
circulation in such town, once a week for four successive weeks next
precedi ng the hearing and who shall al so cause a copy of the notice to
be posted on the sign-board of the town maintai ned pursuant to
subdi vi sion six of section thirty of this chapter at |east four weeks
next preceding the hearing. In the event that the town naintains a
website, such information nay al so be provided on the website. The cost
of publication and posting shall be a town charge and due proof thereof
shall be filed with the clerk of the board of supervisors at or before
t he heari ng.

3. The public hearing may be held either before the board of
supervisors or a standing or special comrttee of the board designated
for the purpose. A report of proceedings before a conmttee shall be
filed with the clerk of the board of supervisors within ten days after
the public hearing. After such public hearing and upon the evidence
gi ven thereat, the board of supervisors nmay by a resolution adopted by a
two-thirds vote of the total voting power of the board grant the



petition and provide for the subm ssion of a proposition to the electors
of each town affected. A copy of the determ nation of the board of
supervisors duly certified by the clerk of the board shall be filed in
the office of the town clerk of each town affected. No county, city or
vill age boundary shall be altered under or pursuant to the provisions of
this section.

4. The formof the proposition and the certificate thereof shall be in
the manner provided in article three of the county law. Wen a town is
to be divided, the board of supervisors shall determ ne the proposed
nanme of each new t own.

5. The proposition shall be submtted to the qualified el ectors of
each town affected at the next biennial town election occurring not |ess
than forty days after the adoption of the resolution of the board of
supervisors. Al provisions of the election |law not inconsistent with
this chapter shall apply to the subm ssion of the proposition and to the
canvass of the vote and certification of the result. If a ngjority of
the votes cast on such proposition be in the affirnmative, the
proposition shall be adopted and the town or towns shall consist of the
territory as so altered or divided.

6. The clerk of the board of supervisors shall cause a copy of the
petition together with a copy of such map or survey, to be filed within
sixty days after the adoption of the proposition with the secretary of
state and state conptroller, and with the county clerk of the county.

* NB This section partially repealed by chapter 73/64. Certain
provi sions were retai ned by opinion of the Atty. Gen. (Inf.) Cctober 1,
1981; (Inf.) 195/1975; and (Inf.) 143/1977.



