§ 291. Burial grounds. 1. The title to every |lot or piece of |and
whi ch shall have been used by the inhabitants of any town in this state
as a cenetery or burial ground for the space of fourteen years shall be
deened to be vested in such town, and shall be subject in the sane
manner as ot her corporate property of towns, to the governnent and
direction of the town board. In any town the town board nay adopt
regul ati ons for the proper care of any such cenetery and burial ground
and regulating the burial of the dead therein. It shall be the duty of
the town board to renove the grass and weeds from any such cenetery or
burial ground in any such town at |least three tinmes in each year, and to
erect and nmaintain suitable fences around such cenetery or buri al
ground. The town board of any town nust al so provide for the renoval of
grass and weeds at |east twice in each year fromany cenetery or burial
ground, by whonsoever owned, in such town, where such control is not
vested by other provisions of lawin the town or in trustees or other
corporate body, and provide for the preservation, care and fencing of
any such cenetery and the town board of any town nust al so provide for
the renoval of grass and weeds fromall ceneteries, other than private
burial grounds, which are abandoned or not controlled by any existing
board or body and for the care of which there exists no special fund or
endownent and such duties shall be perfornmed under the supervision of
the town board, or a person whomthe town board may designate; provided,
however, that such duties shall not be exercised in respect to any
private ground or particular lot or lots therein after the true owner or
owners thereof file witten objections thereto with the town clerk. The
cost and expenses of any officer or person in perform ng any duties
under or pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be a town
charge, and the town board shall appropriate and provide annually the
noneys necessary for carrying out the provisions of this section, and
nmake the sane avail able for the proper officer or persons by whomthe
noneys are required to be expended. The town board nay al so receive and
execute any trust for the care of any cenmetery which the town is
required to care for pursuant to the provisions of this section and to
recei ve and execute any trust for the care of lots in any such cenetery.

2. Burial grounds and ceneteries of which the title is vested in or
the care or control is charged upon any town, by virtue of this section,



shall not be taxed or assessed for any |ocal inprovenent or other
pur pose what soever by any village, and no action shall be maintained
agai nst any town to recover the cost of any |ocal inprovenment or
muni ci pal charge, based on town ownership or care of such buri al
grounds, the provisions of any special, |ocal or general statute
what soever to the contrary notw t hst andi ng.

3. Upon the adoption of a resolution therefor, the town board may
construct and nmintain permanent inprovenents in any one or nore of the
cl asses of ceneteries described herein and may acquire, by purchase or
condemnati on, additional |ands for cenetery or burial ground purposes,
whenever in the judgnent of the town board it is necessary or advisable
t hat such inprovenents be nade or additional |ands be acquired. If the
expenditure for such inprovenents or acquisition is in excess of one
t housand five hundred dollars and is to be paid by taxes levied for the
fiscal year in which such expenditure is to be nmade, or paid fromthe
proceeds of town obligations, the adoption of any such resolution or
resol utions shall be subject to a perm ssive referendum The
i nprovenents so made or the | ands so acquired shall be used only for the
pur poses aut horized by this article but such ceneteries or burial
grounds so i nproved or enlarged shall not be subject to conveyance or
transfer pursuant to section two hundred ninety-two of this article. The
expense of such inprovenents and/or the acquiring of such | ands may be
financed in the manner provided in article fifteen of this chapter for
the financing of general inprovenents.

4. Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of |law, upon the adoption of a
resolution therefor, the town board of the town of Southanpton may
transfer title to the cenetery vested in such town, |ocated at the
corner of Madison street and Latham street and bearing Suffol k county
tax map identification nunber 473609-3-4-27, to the village of Sag
Har bor, provided, however, that such transfer shall be nade only upon
t he adoption of a resolution by the board of trustees of the village of
Sag Harbor, requesting the town of Southanpton to make such transfer.



