8§ 284. Intermunicipal cooperation in conprehensive planning and | and
use regulation. 1. Legislative intent. This section is intended to
illustrate the statutory authority that any nunicipal corporation has
under article five-G of the general nunicipal |aw and place within | and
use | aw express statutory authority for cities, towns and villages to
enter into agreenents to undertake conprehensive planning and | and use
regul ation with each other or one for the other, and to provide that any
city, town or village may contract with a county to carry out all or a
portion of the mnisterial functions related to the |and use of such
city, town or village as nay be agreed upon. By the enactnent of this
section the | egislature seeks to pronote intergovernnental cooperation
that could result in increased coordination and effectiveness of
conprehensi ve planning and | and use regul ati on, nore efficient use of
i nfrastructure and munici pal revenues, as well as the enhanced
protection of community resources, especially where such resources span
muni ci pal boundari es.

2. Authorization and effects. (a) In addition to any other general or
speci al powers vested in a town to prepare a conprehensive plan and
enact and admi nister |and use regul ations, by local |aw or ordi nance,
rule or regulation, each town is hereby authorized to enter into, amend,
cancel and termi nate agreenents with any other nunicipality or
municipalities to undertake all or a portion of such powers, functions
and duti es.

(b) Any one or nore nunicipalities |located in a county which has
establ i shed a county planning board, comm ssion or other agency,
herei nafter referred to as a county planni ng agency, are hereby
authorized to enter into, anmend, cancel and term nate agreenents with
such county in order to authorize the county planning agency to perform
and carry out certain mnisterial functions on behalf of such
municipality or nunicipalities related to | and use planning and zoni ng.
Such functions may include, but are not limted to, acting in an
advi sory capacity, assisting in the preparation of conprehensive plans
and | and use regul ations to be adopted and enforced by such nunicipality
or municipalities and participating in the formation and functions of
i ndi vidual or joint admi nistrative boards and bodi es formed by one or
nore muni cipalities.



(c) Such agreenents shall apply only to the performance or exercise of
any function or power which each of the municipal corporations has the
authority by any general or special |law to prescribe, perform or
exerci se separately.

3. Definitions. As used herein:

(a) "Municipality", neans a city, town or village.

(b) "Conmunity resource", means a specific public facility,

i nfrastructure system or geographic area of special economc

devel opnment, environmental, scenic, cultural, historic, recreational,
par kl and, open space, natural resource, or other unique significance,

| ocated wholly or partially within the boundaries of one or nore given
muni ci palities.

(c) "Intermunicipal overlay district”, nmeans a special |and use
district which enconpasses all or a portion of one or nore
municipalities for the purpose of protecting, enhancing or devel oping
one or nore conmunity resources as provided herein.

4. Internunicipal agreenents. In addition to any other powers granted
to municipalities to contract with each other to undertake joint,
cooperati ve agreenents any nunicipality may:

(a) create a consolidated planning board which may repl ace i ndivi dua
pl anni ng boards, if any, which consolidated planning board shall have
the powers and duties as shall be determ ned by such agreenent;

(b) create a consolidated zoning board of appeals which may repl ace
i ndi vi dual zoning boards of appeals, if any, which consolidated zoning
board of appeals shall have the powers and duties as shall be determ ned
by such agreenent;

(c) create a conprehensive plan and/or |and use regul ati ons which may
be adopted i ndependently by each participating municipality;

(d) provide for a land use adm ni stration and enforcenment program
whi ch may repl ace individual |and use adm nistration and enforcenent
progranms, if any, the ternms and conditions of which shall be set forth
in such agreenent; and

(e) create an intermnunicipal overlay district for the purpose of
protecting, enhancing or devel opi ng community resources that enconpass
two or nore nunicipalities.



5. Special considerations. (a) Mking joint agreenents. Any agreenent
made pursuant to the provisions of this section nay contain provisions
as the parties deemto be appropriate, and including provisions relative
to the itens designated in paragraphs a through minclusive as set forth
i n subdi vision two of section one hundred ni neteen-o of the general
muni ci pal | aw.

(b) Establishing the duration of agreenent. Any agreenent devel oped
pursuant to the provisions of this section may contain procedures for
periodic review of the terns and conditions, including those relating to
the duration, extension or term nation of the agreenent.

(c) Anending | ocal laws or ordinances. Local |aws or ordi nances shal
be anended, as appropriate, to reflect the provisions contained in
i ntermuni ci pal agreenents established pursuant to the provisions of this
secti on.

6. Appeal of action by aggrieved party or parties. Any officer,
departnment, board or bureau of any nunicipality with the approval of the
| egi sl ative body, or any person or persons jointly or severally
aggrieved by any act or decision of a planning board, zoning board of
appeal s or agency created pursuant to the provisions of this section nay
bring a proceeding by article seventy-eight of the civil practice | aw
and rules in a court of record on the ground that such decision is
illegal, in whole or in part. Such proceedi ng nust be comenced wthin
thirty days after the filing of the decision in the office of the town
cl erk. Commencenent of the proceeding shall stay proceedi ngs upon the
deci sion fromwhich the appeal is taken. Al issues in any proceedi ng
under this section shall have a preference over all other civil actions
and proceedi ngs.

7. Any agreenents nade between two or nore nunicipalities pursuant to
article five-G of the general nunicipal |aw or any other |aw which
provi des for the undertaking of any |and use regulation or activity on a
joint, cooperative or contract basis, if valid when so nade, shall not
be invalidated by the provisions of this section.

8. The provisions of this section shall be in addition to existing



authority and shall not be deened or construed as a limtation,
di mi nution or derogation of any statutory authority authori zing
muni ci pal cooperati on.



