§ 272-a. Town conprehensive plan. 1. Legislative findings and intent.
The | egi slature hereby finds and determ nes that:

(a) Significant decisions and actions affecting the i nmedi ate and
| ong-range protection, enhancenent, growth and devel opnment of the state
and its conmunities are made by | ocal governnents.

(b) Anobng the nost inportant powers and duties granted by the
| egislature to a town governnent is the authority and responsibility to
undert ake town conprehensive planning and to regul ate |and use for the
pur pose of protecting the public health, safety and general welfare of
its citizens.

(c) The devel opnment and enactnent by the town governnent of a town
conprehensi ve plan which can be readily identified, and is avail able for
use by the public, is in the best interest of the people of each town.

(d) The great diversity of resources and conditions that exist within
and anong the towns of the state conpels the consideration of such
diversity in the devel opnment of each town conprehensive plan.

(e) The participation of citizens in an open, responsible and flexible
pl anni ng process is essential to the designing of the optinmmtown
conpr ehensi ve pl an.

(f) The town conprehensive plan is a nmeans to pronote the health,
safety and general welfare of the people of the town and to give due
consideration to the needs of the people of the region of which the town
is a part.

(g) The conprehensive plan fosters cooperation anong gover nnent al
agenci es planning and i nplenenting capital projects and nunicipalities
that may be directly affected thereby.

(h) It is the intent of the legislature to encourage, but not to
require, the preparation and adoption of a conprehensive plan pursuant
to this section. Nothing herein shall be deened to affect the status or
validity of existing naster plans, conprehensive plans, or |and use
pl ans.

2. Definitions. As used in this section, the term

(a) "town conprehensive plan" nmeans the nmaterials, witten and/or
graphic, including but not limted to maps, charts, studies,
resol utions, reports and other descriptive material that identify the
goal s, objectives, principles, guidelines, policies, standards, devices



and instrunents for the inmedi ate and | ong-range protection,
enhancenent, growth and devel opnment of the town | ocated outside the
limts of any incorporated village or city.

(b) "land use regul ati on" nmeans an ordi nance or |ocal |aw enacted by
the town for the regulation of any aspect of |and use and comunity
resource protection and includes any zoni ng, subdivision, special use
permt or site plan regulation or any other regul ati on which prescribes
t he appropriate use of property or the scale, location and intensity of
devel opnent .

(c) "special board" neans a board consisting of one or nore nenbers of
t he pl anning board and such other nenbers as are appointed by the town
board to prepare a proposed conprehensive plan and/ or an anmendnent
t her et o.

3. Content of a town conprehensive plan. The town conprehensive pl an
may include the following topics at the | evel of detail adapted to the
speci al requirenents of the town:

(a) Ceneral statenents of goals, objectives, principles, policies, and
st andards upon which proposals for the i nmedi ate and | ong-range
enhancenment, growth and devel opnment of the town are based.

(b) Consideration of regional needs and the official plans of other
government units and agencies within the region.

(c) The existing and proposed |l ocation and intensity of |and uses.

(d) Consideration of agricultural uses, historic and cul tural
resources, coastal and natural resources and sensitive environnental
areas.

(e) Consideration of popul ati on, denographic and soci o-econonic trends
and future projections.

(f) The location and types of transportation facilities.

(g) Existing and proposed general |ocation of public and private
utilities and infrastructure.

(h) Existing housing resources and future housi ng needs, including
af f ordabl e housi ng.

(i) The present and future general |ocation of educational and
cultural facilities, historic sites, health facilities and facilities
for emergency services.

(j) Existing and proposed recreation facilities and parkl and.



(k) The present and potential future general |ocation of comerci al
and industrial facilities.

(1) Specific policies and strategies for inproving the | ocal econony
in coordination with other plan topics.

(m Proposed neasures, prograns, devices, and instrunments to inplenent
the goals and objectives of the various topics within the conprehensive
pl an.

(n) Al or part of the plan of another public agency.

(o) Any and all other itens which are consistent with the orderly
growt h and devel opnent of the town.

4. Preparation. The town board, or by resolution of such town board,
t he pl anning board or a special board, nmay prepare a proposed town
conprehensi ve plan and anmendnents thereto. In the event the planning
board or special board is directed to prepare a proposed conprehensive
pl an or anendnent thereto, such board shall, by resolution, reconmrend
such proposed plan or anendnent to the town board.

5. Referrals. (a) Any proposed conprehensive plan or anendnent thereto
that is prepared by the town board or a special board nay be referred to
the town planni ng board for review and reconmendati on before action by
t he town board.

(b) The town board shall, prior to adoption, refer the proposed
conprehensi ve plan or any anendnent thereto to the county planning board
or agency or regional planning council for review and reconmendati on as
required by section two hundred thirty-nine-m of the general munici pal
law. In the event the proposed plan or anendnent thereto is prepared by
the town planni ng board or a special board, such board may request
coment on such proposed plan or anendnent fromthe county planning
board or agency or regional planning council.

6. Public hearings; notice. (a) In the event the town board prepares a
proposed town conprehensive plan or anendnment thereto, the town board
shall hold one or nore public hearings and such other neetings as it
deens necessary to assure full opportunity for citizen participation in
t he preparation of such proposed plan or anmendnent, and in addition, the
town board shall hold one or nore public hearings prior to adoption of



such proposed plan or anendnent.

(b) I'n the event the town board has directed the planning board or a
special board to prepare a proposed conprehensive plan or anmendnent
thereto, the board preparing the plan shall hold one or nore public
heari ngs and such other neetings as it deens necessary to assure ful
opportunity for citizen participation in the preparation of such
proposed plan or anendnent. The town board shall, within ninety days of
recei ving the planning board or special board s recommendati ons on such
proposed plan or anendnent, and prior to adoption of such proposed plan
or anmendnent, hold a public hearing on such proposed plan or anmendnent.

(c) Notice of a public hearing shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation in the town at |east ten cal endar days in advance of
t he hearing. The proposed conprehensive plan or amendnent thereto shal
be made avail able for public review during said period at the office of
the town clerk and nay be nade avail abl e at any other place, including a
public library.

7. Adoption. The town board rmay adopt by resolution a town
conprehensi ve plan or any anmendnent thereto.

8. Environnental review. A town conprehensive plan, and any anmendnent
thereto, is subject to the provisions of the state environnental quality
review act under article eight of the environnental conservation |aw and
its inplenenting regulations. A town conprehensive plan may be designed
to al so serve as, or be acconpanied by, a generic environnental inpact
statenent pursuant to the state environnmental quality review act statute
and regul ations. No further conpliance with such lawis required for
subsequent site specific actions that are in conformance with the
conditions and threshol ds established for such actions in the generic
envi ronnment al inpact statenent and its findings.

9. Agricultural review and coordination. A town conprehensive plan and
any anendnments thereto, for a town containing all or part of an
agricultural district or lands receiving agricultural assessnents within
its jurisdiction, shall continue to be subject to the provisions of
article twenty-five-AA of the agriculture and markets law relating to
t he enactment and admi nistration of |ocal |aws, ordinances, rules or



regul ati ons. A newy adopted or anended town conprehensive plan shal
take into consideration applicable county agricultural and farm and
protection plans as created under article twenty-five-AAA of the
agriculture and markets | aw.

10. Periodic review The town board shall provide, as a conponent of
such proposed conprehensive plan, the maxi mumintervals at which the
adopted plan shall be revi ewed.

11. Effect of adoption of the town conprehensive plan. (a) Al town
| and use regul ations nust be in accordance with a conprehensive plan
adopted pursuant to this section.

(b) Al plans for capital projects of another governnental agency on
| and included in the town conprehensive plan adopted pursuant to this
section shall take such plan into consideration.

12. Filing of town conprehensive plan. The adopted town conprehensive
pl an and any anmendnents thereto shall be filed in the office of the town
clerk and a copy thereof shall be filed in the office of the county
pl anni ng agency.



