8§ 215. Powers and duties of inprovenent district conm ssioners.
Subj ect to |l aw and the provisions of this chapter, the comm ssioners of
every inprovenent district shall constitute and be known as the board of
comm ssioners of such inprovenment district. Such board of conm ssioners

1. Shall elect one of their nenbers as chairman and anot her as
secretary of the board of comm ssioners at the first meeting thereof
foll owi ng each annual el ection of district conm ssioners, or the board
of conmm ssioners may designate the town clerk of such town as secretary
of the board of comm ssioners and when so designated the town clerk
shal |l act as secretary thereof w thout additional conpensation. Every
board of comm ssioners shall file and maintain in the office of the town
clerk a conplete and accurate record of all proceedi ngs of such board
including certified copies of the m nutes of each neeting within ten
days after each such neeting.

1-a. May, when specifically authorized by the town board and subject
to such restrictions as the town board nmay i npose not inconsistent with
| aw, designate one of their menbers as treasurer and di sbursing officer
for such district in place of the supervisor, and when a comr ssi oner
has been so designated, the supervisor, and the receiver of taxes and
assessnents or town tax collector shall pay over to the treasurer of the
district all taxes, assessnents or water rates or rental s assessed,
| evied or collected for district purposes or services rendered by such
district, and all proceeds of obligations issued for district
i nprovenents. The proceeds of obligations issued for district
i nprovenents shall be deposited, secured and used pursuant to the nanner
prescri bed by section 165.00 of the local finance |aw. The treasurer
shall, within ten days, deposit and secure all other noneys in the
manner provided by section ten of the general nunicipal |law. The board
of conm ssioners shall require the treasurer so designated, before
entering upon the duties of his office, to give an official undertaking,
conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties and that he w |
wel |l and truly keep, pay over and account for all noneys and property
bel onging to the district and comng into his hands as treasurer, in
such form in such sumand with such sureties as the board of
commi ssioners shall direct and approve, and such approval shall be



i ndi cat ed upon such undertaki ng; and when approved, such undertaki ng
shall be filed in the office of the town clerk. The board of

commi ssioners nmay determ ne by resolution that such undertaking shall be
executed by a surety conpany authorized to transact business in the
state of New York, and the expense thereof shall be a charge on the
district.

1-b. Shall audit all clainms against the district and shall order the
paynment thereof by the district treasurer or the town supervisor, as the
case nmay be, in the anounts allowed. Except as otherw se provided by
t hi s subdivision, no such claimshall be audited or ordered paid by the
board of conm ssioners unless an item zed voucher therefor, verified by
or on behalf of the claimant, in such formas the board of comm ssioners
shal | prescribe, shall have been presented to the board of comm ssioners
for audit and al |l owance. The board of commi ssioners nay, however,
provi de by resolution, that any such claimmy be presented, audited and
paid if it shall have been certified to be true and correct in a
statenent signed by or on behalf of the claimnt upon a form prescribed
by the board of conmm ssioners. The provisions of this subdivision shal
not be applicable to clainms for the paynment of fixed salaries of
of ficers or enployees, the principal of or interest on obligations
i ssued for purposes of the district, fixed anbunts becom ng due on
| awf ul contracts for periods exceedi ng one year, and anmounts which the
district may be required to pay to the state enpl oyees' retirenent
system on account of contributions for past and current services of
of ficers and enpl oyees.

1-c. Notw thstandi ng the provisions of subdivision one-b of this
section, may by resolution establish a petty cash fund for the
i mprovenent district treasurer for the paynent, in advance of audit, of
properly item zed and verified or certified bills for materials,
supplies or services furnished to the inprovenent district for the
conduct of its affairs and upon terns calling for paynment to the vendor
upon the delivery of any such materials or supplies or the rendering of
any such services. The anmount of such petty cash fund shall not exceed
two hundred fifty dollars. At the time of any paynment from such fund,
the treasurer shall require delivery to himof a bill in formsufficient



for audit by the board of conm ssioners of such inprovenent district as
required by law. At each neeting of the board of comm ssioners a |list of
all expenditures made from such funds since the |ast neeting of the
board, together with the bill supporting such expenditures, shall be
presented by the treasurer to the board of commi ssioners for audit. The
board of conm ssioners of such inprovenent district shall direct the
treasurer to rei mburse such petty cash fund fromthe appropriate
budgetary itemor itens, in an anmount equal to the total of such bills
which it shall so audit and allow. Any of such bills or any portion of
such bills which the board of conm ssioners shall refuse to audit and

al l ow shall be the personal liability of the treasurer and he shal
pronptly reinburse such petty cash fund in the anobunt of such

di sal l onances. |f such rei nbursenent has not been made by the tinme of
the first paynent of salary to the treasurer after the action of the
board of conm ssioners in disallow ng an anbunt so expended, such anount
shall be withheld fromsuch salary paynent to the treasurer and, if
necessary, subsequent salary paynents and paid into such petty cash fund
until an anmount equal to the amount so disallowed in the audit of the
board of conm ssioners has been repaid to the petty cash fund. Any bond
or undertaking filed by the treasurer shall be available to the

i mprovenent district for recovery of any | osses incurred by reason of

t he operation of such petty cash funds.

2. Shall cause a map to be prepared show ng the exact boundaries of
the district and file a certified copy thereof in the office of the town
cl erk.

3. Shall give notice of annual elections in the manner provided in
this article.

4. Subject to the provisions of this article, shall have the
managenent and control of the property of the district and nmay insure
t he sane against |oss or damage from any ri sk what soever

5. Subject to the provisions of this article, may acquire by purchase,
| ease, gift, devise or by condemmation, real property for any of the
pur poses aut horized by law. Al real property required for any district



pur pose, shall be deemed to be required for public use and nay be
acquired by such district.

6. May sue and be sued as the board of comm ssioners of the district
for the breach of any contract entered into by them pursuant to this
article. Any sum of noney recovered by themin such an action shall be
paid over to the town treasury and be credited to the inprovenent
district. In the event of the entry of any judgnent agai nst such board
of conmm ssioners such board shall notify the town board as to the anount
of such judgnent, interest and costs, and the town board shall forthwith
satisfy and pay such judgnent, interest and costs, and the anmpunt so
paid in satisfaction of any such judgnent, interest and costs shall be a
charge agai nst such i nprovenent district and as such | evied against the
t axabl e property therein, or the anobunt of any such judgnent, i ncluding
i nterest and costs may be financed pursuant to the local finance law in
whi ch event anobunts necessary to provide for the annual paynents of
principal of and interest on any obligations issued by the town for such
pur pose shall be a charge agai nst such i nprovenent district and as such
| evi ed agai nst the taxable property therein.

8. Shall have the power, with the approval of the majority of the town
board, and, if a public hearing thereon is required by paragraph (a) of
subdi vi sion twel ve of section one hundred ninety-eight of this chapter,
after such hearing, and within the limts authorized by such paragraph,
to sell or |lease any real or personal property owned by, but not
required for the purposes of, the district. The receipts fromsuch sale
or | ease shall be paid to the supervisor of the town and credited to the
district and may be expended for any district purpose permtted by | aw,
as the board of comm ssioners may direct.

9. Shall, on or before the fifteenth day of January, of each and every
year, file with the town clerk and post on the website of the district,
provi ded such website is maintained, a report for the precedi ng year
ending the thirty-first day of Decenber, containing a statenment of the
foll owi ng facts:

a. The anount of noney on hand at the beginning of the year, and the



receipts fromall sources during such year

b. An item zed statenent of the anobunt paid out during such year, and
t he bal ance on hand.

c. The outstandi ng i ndebtedness of the district, either bonded or
ot herwi se, separately stated.

d. The estimated deficiency in the anbunt necessary to pay principal
or interest or the expenses of the district during the next year, after
appl ying thereto the probabl e amount of i ncone.

e. The inprovenents and extensions made during such preceding year in
the district.

f. Such other facts as the board deens inportant for the information
of the district, together with such recommendati ons concerni ng such
district as nay be deemed proper. Upon receipt of the filing of the
report, the town clerk shall cause a copy of the report to be posted on
the website of the town, if such website is maintained.

9-a. Shall annually prepare an estinmate of proposed expenditures for
and revenues of such district for the year beginning with the next
succeedi ng January first. Such estimate shall specify by item al
proposed expenditures for general purposes, including expert and
prof essi onal services, and for debt service. Such estimate nmay contain
for contingent purposes, an anmount not to exceed ten per centum of the
anount estimated as necessary to neet the expense of maintaining the
i mprovenent exclusive of the anmpbunt necessary to pay debt service and
judgnments. The board of comm ssioners shall conduct a public hearing on
such estimate on the first Thursday followi ng the first Tuesday of
Sept enber, for the cal endar year two thousand thirteen on the second
Thursday following the first Tuesday of Septenber or, in Wstchester and
Monroe counties, the first Thursday following the first Tuesday of
Oct ober. Notice of such hearing shall be published at | east once in the
of ficial newspaper of the town wherein such district is |ocated, or if
no official newspaper has been designated by the town, in any newspaper



havi ng general circulation in the district. The notice nay be published
i n such other newspapers as the board of comm ssioners nmay direct. The
notice of hearing shall be published not nore than twenty nor |ess than
five days prior to the day specified for the hearing. The notice of
hearing shall state the tinme when and the place where the public hearing
will be held, the purpose thereof, and that a copy of the estimte of
proposed expenditures for and revenues of such district for the year

begi nning with the succeeding first day of January is available for
public inspection at specified tines and at a specified public place.
After the public hearing, the board of conm ssioners of an inprovenent
district may change, alter and revise such estinmate prior to filing with
t he budget officer. Notice of such public hearing shall also be posted
on the websites of the district and the town in which the district is

| ocat ed, provided such websites are maintai ned, on the signboard of the
town and conspi cuously posted in three or nore designated public

| ocations within the district, on or about the day on which such notice
i s published.

10. Shall, after the public hearing conducted as prescribed in
subdi vi sion nine-a of this section, annually file with the budget
officer at the tinme specified in sections one hundred four and two
hundred two-a of this chapter and post on the website of the district,

i f such website is maintained, the estinmate of proposed expenditures for
and revenues of such district for the year beginning with the succeedi ng
first day of January. Upon receipt of the filing of the estimate, the
budget officer shall cause a copy of such estinmate to be posted on the
website of the town, if such website is maintained. In any town, the
town board may reduce any item specified in such estimte, but nay not
reduce any itemrelating to esti mated revenues and debt service unl ess
the majority of the comm ssioners of an inprovenent district request
such reduction in witing.

11. May award contracts in the sane manner and upon the sanme notice as
provi ded for the award of contracts by the town board in article twelve,
provi ded, however, that the board of comm ssioners shall not incur any
i ndebt edness or contract any obligation in excess of the anmount provided
for in the annual estimate and for which a tax or assessnment has been



previously | evied upon the district, except pursuant to petition as
herei nafter provided or except from funds nade avail abl e pursuant to the
| ocal finance | aw.

12. Shall adopt a resolution prescribing how water connections shal
be made and shall make and establish fromtine to tinme, water rates to
be paid by consuners and may provide for the paynent of such water
charges in advance. The board of comm ssioners nay provide that a
di scount shall be allowed for the pronpt paynment of water rates within
the tinme required by such board for the paynent thereof. Such water
charges shall be a lien upon the real property upon which or in
connection with which said water was used. The board of comm ssioners
may provide that unpaid water rates which are in arrears for thirty days
or longer shall be subject to a penalty not exceeding ten per centum of
t he amount due and nmay further provide for cutting off the supply of
water if such water charges are not paid within sixty days fromthe date
due, in a water district. At the sane tine as the filing of the
estimates specified in section one hundred four of this chapter, or in
case the town board shall elect by resolution a subsequent date, which
in no event shall be later than Novenber first in any year, the water
commi ssioners shall annually file with the town board, and with the
supervi sors of adjoining towns in which pernmits have been issued to
property owners, statenents show ng the unpaid water charges in the
respective districts and towns and whi ch have not appeared on any such
statenments previously filed.

13. Shall adopt a resolution or ordinance prescribi ng how sewer
connections shall be nade, in a sewer district.

14. Shall adopt a resolution or ordinance prescribing how storm sewer
connections shall be nade, in a drainage district.

15. Shall have all the powers provided in section two hundred one of
this chapter to require the installation of sewer connections, in a
sewer or drainage district and water connections, in a water district.
Al'l notices therein required shall be given by the board of
commi ssioners and the cost or expense of the inprovenent shall be



certified to the town board and assessed by it.

16. Shall have all the powers of the town board, pursuant to
subdi vi si on four of section one hundred ninety-eight, in a park
district.

17. Shall have all the powers of the town board, pursuant to
subdi vi si on seven of section one hundred ninety-eight, in a refuse and
garbage district.

18. Shall have all the powers of the town board, pursuant to
subdi vi si on ei ght of section one hundred ninety-eight, in a public dock
district.

19. Except as otherw se provided by this article, shall have and
exerci se any power conferred upon the town board of the town in such a
district, pursuant to provisions of article twelve and of sections two
hundred thirty-seven, two hundred thirty-eight and two hundred
thirty-nine of article fifteen, when delegated to it by the town board.

20. May provide by resolution that candidates for district offices
shall file their nanes with the secretary of the board of conm ssioners
at least thirty days prior to the date of the district elections, and,
in addition, require that such nom nations be submtted in petition form
subscri bed by twenty-five registered voters of the district. Thereafter,
the ballots for the election of district officers shall specify the
nanes of the candidates duly filed and, in addition, provide proper
bl ank spaces for each office to be filled at such election. If any such
resolution shall be adopted, the requirenents thereof shall be specified
in the notice of each district election held thereafter. The board of
commi ssioners nmay rescind such resolution at any tinme and thereafter
district officers shall be elected as otherw se provi ded herein.

21. Whenever a vacancy shall occur or exist in any elective district
office, the town board of the town in which such district is |ocated
shal | appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy and the person so
appoi nted shall hold office until the thirty-first day of Decenber next



succeeding the first annual district election held at |east sixty days
after such vacancy shall occur or exist, provided, however, that if a
vacancy soO occurs or exists in any elective district office, the term of
whi ch woul d expire on the thirty-first day of Decenber next succeedi ng,
t he person so appointed shall hold office only until such thirty-first
day of Decenber; and at the first annual district election held at | east
si xty days after such vacancy shall occur and exist, a successor shal

be el ected for the unexpired portion of the term beginning on the first
day of January next succeedi ng. Wenever a vacancy shall occur or exist
in any other district office, the board of comm ssioners of such
district may appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy who shal
hol d office for the renai nder of the unexpired term

22. May regularly enploy an attorney or an engi neer for professional
services and advice, or may enploy fromtinme to tinme and whenever
necessary an attorney or engi neer or counsel or expert engineering
service in relation to a specific subject matter, inprovenent,
proceedi ngs or litigation, provided however, that no such attorney,
engi neer, counsel or engineering service shall be enployed unl ess and
until the town board of the town in which such district is |ocated shal
adopt a resol ution authorizing such enploynment. Wth the consent of the
town board, the town attorney or the town engi neer may perform
prof essi onal services for the district and receive such conpensation
therefor as may be agreed upon between the conmm ssioners and such town
attorney or town engi neer.

23. May purchase uniforns and protective apparel for enployees of the
district.



