8§ 189-a. Procedure. 1. The town board of a town or the town boards of
nore than one town, and the board of trustees of an incorporated village
or the boards of trustees of nore than one incorporated village, as
defined in the village law, located in said town or towns are hereby
authorized to establish in such town or towns and village or villages a
joint fire district for the purposes hereinafter stated and in the
manner herei nafter provided, provided all of the territory in such joint
fire district shall be contiguous.

2. (a) Wenever it shall appear to the participating nunicipalities to
be in the public interest, the town board of such town and the board of
trustees of such village shall hold a joint neeting at one | ocation
Wi thin the proposed joint district for the purpose of jointly proposing
the establishnent of a joint fire district.

(b) If at such joint neeting it is determined by a ngjority vote of
each board to nake such proposal, each such board shall, within thirty
days thereafter, hold a joint public hearing at one |location within the
proposed joint district upon such proposal and shall cause notice of
such public hearing to be published in a newspaper havi ng general
circulation in such towmn and village, at |east once, and posted in five
publ i c conspicuous places in the town outside such village and in five
publ i c conspicuous places in the village, not |ess than ten days before
the date of the hearing. In the event that the district nmaintains a
website, one of the posting requirenents nmay be fulfilled by posting
such information on the website. Notice of such hearing also shall be
served by such clerk upon the nenbers of the town board and the nenbers
of the board of trustees of the village, by mail addressed to such
menbers at their |ast known post office addresses, at |east ten days
before the date of the hearing. Such notice shall contain a brief
description of the boundaries of the proposed joint fire district and of
t he obj ects and purposes for which it is proposed that a new district be
created, and shall specify the single tinme when and pl ace where such
town and village boards will jointly neet to consider the proposal and
to hear all persons interested in the establishnment of the district. If,
upon the establishnent of a joint fire district, the joint fire district
woul d becone the sponsor of a service award program pursuant to section
two hundred sixteen-b of the general nunicipal [aw, the notice of



heari ng shall so specify and contain a statenent of the estimted annual
cost of the service award programto the joint fire district; provided,
however, that if, upon the establishnment of a joint fire district, the
joint fire district would becone the sponsor of a service award program
pursuant to section two hundred sixteen-b of the general nunicipal |aw,
the resolutions establishing the district shall be submtted to

ref erendumin each such town and village in the nmanner provided by
article seven of this chapter or article nine of the village |aw,
respectively.

(c) After such hearing, and upon evidence given thereat, and after
considering the objections, if any, the town board of such town and the
board of trustees of such village shall determ ne whether it is or is
not in the public interest to establish such joint fire district, and,
if it is determned to be in the public interest, subject to perm ssive
ref erendum such town board and board of trustees shall, by resol ution,
duly adopted by a majority of each board, establish such joint fire
district; provided, however, that if, upon the establishnent of a joint
fire district, the joint fire district would becone the sponsor of a
service award program pursuant to section two hundred si xteen-b of the
general nunicipal law, the resolutions establishing the district shal
be submtted to referendumin each such town and village in the nanner
provi ded by article seven of this chapter or article nine of the village
| aw, respectively.

(d) I'n all respects the provisions of article eleven of this chapter,
not inconsistent herewith, shall apply to the establishnent, operation
and managenent of any joint fire district provided for by this section.

(e) I'n all respects the provisions of this article, not inconsistent
herewith, shall apply to the operation and managenent of any joint fire
district heretofore established pursuant to the unconsolidated | aws.

3. If, subsequent to the joint nmeeting for the establishnent of a
joint fire district as provided in subdivision two of this section and
before the establishnment of such district, it is desired to include in
such proposed district any portion of the territory of an adjoi ning
town, the procedure shall be as foll ows:

(a) The town board of the town or towns and the board or boards of
trustees of the villages which held such joint nmeeting and the town



board of each adjoining town may hold a joint neeting for the purpose of
jointly proposing the inclusion of the territory of such adjoining town
in the proposed joint fire district.

(b) If at such neeting it is determned by a majority vote of each
board to nake such proposal, each such board shall, within thirty days
thereafter, hold a joint public hearing upon such proposal and shal
cause notice of such public hearing to be published in a newspaper
havi ng general circulation in each such town and village, at |east once,
and posted in five public conspicuous places in each such town outside
each such village and in five public conspicuous places in each such
village, not |less than ten days before the date of the hearing. Notice
of such hearing also shall be served by such clerk upon the nenbers of
the town board or boards and the nenbers of the board of trustees of the
village or villages, by mail addressed to such nenbers at their |ast
known post office addresses, at |east ten days before the date of the
heari ng. Such notice shall contain a brief description of the boundaries
of the proposed joint fire district and of the objects and purposes for
which it is proposed that a new district be created, and shall specify
the tinme when and pl ace where such town and village boards will neet to
consi der the proposal and to hear all persons interested in the
est abli shment of the district.

(c) After such hearing, and upon evidence given thereat, and after
considering the objections, if any, the town boards of such town and the
board of trustees of such villages, shall determ ne whether it is in the
public interest to establish such joint fire district and if it is
determned to be in the public interest, subject to permssive
ref erendum such town boards and boards of trustees shall by resolution,
duly adopted by a mpjority of each board, establish such joint fire
district.

(d) I'n all respects the provisions of article eleven of this chapter,
not inconsistent herewith, shall apply to the establishnent and the
operation and nanagenent of any joint fire district provided for by this
secti on.

4. Any joint fire district fornmed pursuant to the provisions of this
article my be extended fromtime to tinme to include contiguous
territory except contiguous territory in a city. The procedure for



extending the district shall be as follows:

(a) The town board of each town and the board of trustees of each
village in which any portion of the district as proposed to be extended
is located shall hold a joint nmeeting at one |location for the purpose of
jointly proposing the extension of the district.

(b) If at such neeting it is determned by a majority vote of each
board to nake such proposal, each such board shall, within thirty days
thereafter, hold a joint public hearing at one | ocation upon such
proposal and shall cause notice of such public hearing to be published
in a newspaper having general circulation in each affected town and
village, at |east once, and posted in five public conspicuous places in
each affected town outside any affected village and in five public
conspi cuous places in each affected village, not |ess than ten days
before the date of the hearing. Notice of such hearing also shall be
served by such clerk upon the nenbers of each town board and the nenbers
of each village board of trustees, by mail addressed to such nenbers at
their | ast known post office addresses, at |east ten days before the
date of the hearing. Such notice shall contain a brief description of
t he boundaries of the proposed extension of the joint fire district and
of the objects and purposes for which it is proposed that the district
be extended and shall specify the single time when and place where such
town and village boards will jointly neet to consider the proposal and
to hear all persons interested in the extension of the district. If,
upon the extension of a joint fire district, the joint fire district
woul d becone the sponsor of a service award program pursuant to section
two hundred sixteen-b of the general nunicipal [aw, the notice of
heari ng shall so specify and contain a statenent of the estimted annual
cost of the service award programto the joint fire district; provided,
however, that if, upon the extension of a joint fire district, the joint
fire district would becone the sponsor of a service award program
pursuant to section two hundred sixteen-b of the general nunicipal |aw,
the resolutions establishing the districts shall be submitted in each
such town and village in the manner provided by article seven of this
chapter or article nine of the village |aw, respectively.

(c) After such hearing, and upon evidence given thereat, and after
considering the objections, if any, the town board of each such affected
town and the board of trustees of each such affected village shal



determ ne whether it is or is not in the public interest to extend such
joint fire district, and, if it is determned to be in the public

i nterest, subject to perm ssive referendum such town board and board of
trustees shall, by resolution, duly adopted by a majority of each board,
extend such joint fire district; provided, however, that if, upon the
extension of a joint fire district, the joint fire district would becone
t he sponsor of a service award program pursuant to section two hundred
si xteen-b of the general nunicipal |law, the resolutions establishing the
districts shall be submitted in each such town and village in the manner
provi ded by article seven of this chapter or article nine of the village
| aw, respectively.

(d) A signed or certified copy of the determ nati on extending the
district shall be recorded in the office of the county clerk and, when
so recorded, shall be presunptive evidence of the regularity and
validity of the extension of the district and of the acts of the town
board or boards and village board or boards of trustees relating
thereto. A review of such determ nation may be had in the manner
provi ded in section one hundred seventy-three of this chapter, except
that the undertaking for costs and expenses shall run to such town or
towns and village or villages and apply to the costs and expenses of
each.

(e) In all respects the provisions of article eleven of this chapter,
not inconsistent herewith, shall apply to the extension, operation and
managenent of any joint fire district provided for by this section.



