8§ 175. Election of fire district officers. 1. An annual election shal
be held in each fire district on the second Tuesday i n Decenber, except
that in the Ocean Bay Park fire district, the Lonelyville fire district,
the Davis Park fire district, the Cherry Gove fire district, the Fair
Harbor fire district and the Fire Island Pines fire district, Suffolk
county, such annual election shall be held on the second Tuesday in
July, except that in the town of Salisbury, Herkimer county, such annual
el ection shall be held on the Tuesday next succeeding the first Monday
i n Novenber fromsix o' clock in the nmorning until nine o' clock in the
evening and except that in the Belfast fire district, Al legany county,
such annual election shall be held on the first Tuesday in Decenber. The
board of fire comm ssioners shall give notice thereof by the publication
of a notice once in one or nore newspapers having a general circul ation
in the district. The first publication of such notice shall be not |ess
t han twenty-seven days and not nore than thirty-four days prior to the
date of such election. Such notice shall specify the tinme when and the

pl ace where such election will be held, the officers to be elected
thereat and their terns of office, and the hours during which the polls
will be open for the receipt of ballots. The secretary of such fire

district shall prepare the ballots for all elections of fire district
officers and the polls shall remain open for the receipt thereof at al

el ections of fire district officers fromsix o' clock in the evening
until nine o' clock in the evening and such additional consecutive hours
prior thereto as the board of fire conm ssioners of such district nmay
have determ ned and specified in the notice thereof. The board of fire
commi ssioners shall designate a resident fire district elector, who
shall be a registered voter of the town, to act as chai rnman of any

el ection of said district and shall designate not |ess than two nor nore
than four resident fire district electors, who shall be registered
voters of the town to act as election inspectors and ballot clerks at
such elections. No elective officer of the fire district shall serve as
such chairman or as an election inspector or ballot clerk. The board of
fire comm ssioners nay adopt a resol ution providing that such chairman,
el ection inspectors and ballot clerks shall be paid for their respective
services at any such annual election or at any special election of the
fire district. Such resolution, if adopted, shall fix the anpbunt of such
conpensation, as follows: if the hours during which the polls will be



open for the receipt of ballots are fromsix o' clock in the evening
until nine o' clock in the evening, a sumnot to exceed seventy dollars
for each such official; if additional consecutive hours prior to siXx
o' clock in the evening are determ ned and specified in the notice of

el ection, a sumnot to exceed one hundred dollars for each such

of ficial.

2. Every elector of the town who shall be a registered voter and who
shall have resided in the district for the period of thirty days next
precedi ng any election of fire district officers shall be qualified to
vote for such officers. Every elector of the town who shall be a
regi stered voter and who shall have resided in the fire district for the
period of thirty days next preceding any el ection at which a proposition
shall be submitted, shall be qualified to vote upon such proposition

3. Every fire district conm ssioner, treasurer and secretary nust at
the tine of his election or appointnment and throughout his term of
office be a resident of such fire district. Menbership in a vol unteer
fire conpany shall not disqualify any such fire district comm ssioner,
treasurer or secretary. A person who has been convicted of arson in any
degree shall not be eligible for election or appointnent to the office
of fire district comm ssioner, treasurer or secretary. Any fire district
commi ssi oner, treasurer or secretary who is convicted of arson in any
degree during his termof office shall be disqualified fromconpleting
such term of office.

4. There shall be conspicuously placed, by the resident fire el ector,
di stance markers at a di stance of one hundred feet fromthe polling
pl ace. Such distance markers shall be so placed at |east one-half hour
bef ore the opening of the polls and shall remain until such polls are
cl osed. The one hundred foot distance shall be deened to include a one
hundred foot radial neasured fromthe entrances, designated by the
resident fire elector, to a building where such election is being held.
Wiile the polls are open no person shall do any el ectioneering within
the polling place, or in any public street within the one hundred foot
radial, or within such distance in any place in a public nmanner. No
el ecti oneeri ng banner, button, poster or placard on behalf of or in



opposition to any candi date or issue to be voted upon shall be all owed
in or upon the polling place or within such one hundred feet therefrom
during the election. Any person who willfully violates the provisions of
this subdivision shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor.

5. Al official ballots shall remain in the custody of election
i nspectors within the polling place fromthe opening of the polls until
t he announcenent of the result of the canvass and the signing of the
i nspectors' returns thereof. After the polls shall have been cl osed at
any election held for the election of fire district officers or to vote
upon a proposition, the election inspectors and ballot clerks shal
i mmedi atel y canvass publicly the ballots cast and the chairman of the
el ection shall publicly announce the result. Wthin seventy-two hours
thereafter, the chairnman, election inspectors and ball ot clerks shal
execute and file a certificate of the result of the canvass with the
board of fire conmm ssioners and with the town clerk of each town in
which said district or any part thereof may be | ocated.

6. If inany fire district the nunber of voters is so great as to
render it inexpedient or inpossible to conduct the election at one
pol ling place, the board of fire conm ssioners may divide the fire
district into election districts and provide a polling place for each
such election district, provided, however, that the nunber of election
districts in any fire district shall not exceed one for each six hundred
el ectors plus one for a remaining fraction of six hundred. In such
event, the notice specified in subdivision one of this section shal
describe the election districts and state where the polling places wll
be | ocated, and the board of fire comm ssioners shall designate not |ess
than two nor nore than four resident fire district electors, who shal
be regi stered voters of the town, to act as election inspectors and
bal |l ot clerks at each such polling place. The board of fire district
commi ssi oners nmay adopt a resolution providing that such el ection
i nspectors and ballot clerks shall be paid for their respective services
at any such annual election or at any special election of the fire
district. Such resolution, if adopted, shall fix the anpbunt of such
conpensation as follows: if the hours during which the polls will be
open for the receipt of ballots are fromsix o' clock in the evening



until nine o' clock in the evening, a sumnot to exceed seventy dollars
for each such official; if additional consecutive hours prior to siXx
o' clock in the evening are determ ned and specified in the notice of

el ection, a sumnot to exceed one hundred dollars for each such
official. No elective officer of the fire district shall serve as an
el ection inspector or ballot clerk.



