8§ 174. Fire district officers. 1. Wenever a fire district shall be
established, within ten days thereafter the town board of the town in
whi ch such district is located or, in the case of a district including
territory in two or nore towns, the town boards of such towns acting
jointly by a mgjority vote of the nenbers of each of such town boards,
shal | appoint five fire district comm ssioners and a treasurer for such
district who shall hold their respective offices until the thirty-first
day of Decenber next succeedi ng; provided, however, that if such
district be established subsequent to the first day of Cctober in any
year, the officers so appointed by the town board shall hold office
until the thirty-first day of Decenber of the next succeedi ng cal endar
year. A person so appointed as fire district comm ssioner shall not
serve as chief or assistant chief of the fire district fire departnent
after taking his oath of office as such comm ssioner and during the tine
he serves as such conm ssioner pursuant to such appoi ntnent. The town
clerk shall imediately notify the appointees of their appointnent and
of the time and place which he shall fix for the organi zati on neeti ng of
the board of fire comm ssioners, which neeting shall be held not |ater
than ten days after the appointnment of said officers. At such
organi zation neeting, the treasurer shall preside until such tine as a
chairman of the board of fire conm ssioners shall be chosen, but such
treasurer shall not be entitled to a vote at such neeting. The board of
fire comm ssioners shall appoint a secretary who shall hold office until
the thirty-first day of Decenber following the first election of fire
district officers.

2. The first election of fire district officers shall be held on the
second Tuesday in Decenber next succeeding the establishnent or
consolidation of such fire district; provided, however, that if such
district be established at a time subsequent to the first day of Cctober
in any year, the first election of fire district officers shall be held
on the second Tuesday in the nonth of Decenber of the next succeedi ng
cal endar year. At the first annual election of fire district officers,
five district comm ssioners shall be elected and a treasurer. Every
registered fire district voter shall be entitled to cast one vote for
each vacant position on a board of fire commi ssioners to be filled in
the first annual election of fire district officers. The person



receiving the greatest nunber of votes for the office of fire
commi ssi oner shall be elected for a termof five years; the person

recei ving the second hi ghest nunber of votes shall be elected for a term
of four years; the person receiving the third highest nunber of votes
shall be elected for a termof three years; the person receiving the
fourth highest nunber of votes shall be elected for a termof two years
and the person receiving the fifth highest nunber of votes shall be

el ected for a termof one year. In the event that two persons shal
recei ve the same nunber of votes the terns of office shall be decided by
|l ot. At each subsequent election of fire district officers a
commi ssi oner shall be elected for the full termof five years. In the
event that two or nore persons receive the sane nunber of votes thereat,
a special election between the tying parties receiving the highest
nunber of votes to fill the vacancy shall be held within forty-five days
after such election. The fire district treasurer shall be elected for a
termof three years. The fire district secretary shall be appointed by
the fire district comm ssioners and shall serve for a period of one
year. The fire district secretary in office at the time such election is
hel d shall imediately notify the officers elected of their election and
that an organi zation neeting will be held on the day specified in said
notice, which shall not be later than the fifteenth day of January next
ensui ng. At such organi zation neeting, the treasurer shall preside until
such time as a chairperson of the board of fire comm ssioners shall be
chosen, but such treasurer shall not be entitled to a vote at such
neet i ng.

2-a. The fire district conm ssioners may adopt a resolution
establishing the office of director of purchasing and appoint a director
of purchasi ng who shall serve for a term not to exceed five years, to
be fixed by the fire district comm ssioners. If the fire district
commi ssioners so determne, the duties of the director of purchasing nmay
be conbined with the duties of any other fire district officer or
enpl oyee except nenbers of the board of fire district conm ssioners and
the fire district treasurer. The fire comm ssioners of any fire district
in which the office of director of purchasing shall have been
establ i shed nay adopt a resol ution abolishing such office, and upon the
expiration of the termof office of the incunmbent or such other tinme as



may be set forth in the resolution, such office shall be abolished and
no successor shall be appointed.

3. The fire district conm ssioners shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but a comm ssioner acting as secretary of the fire
district may be conpensated. The fire district secretary shall receive
such conpensation as the fire district conm ssioners may determ ne, but
if the secretary be a nenber of the board of fire comm ssioners his
conpensation shall be fixed by the other nenbers of the board. The fire
district treasurer and the director of purchasing, when such office has
been established, shall receive such conpensation as the fire district
commi ssioners nay determine. Each fire district treasurer, each
secretary in fire districts having a separate secretary, and each
di rector of purchasing, when such office has been established, shal
bef ore entering upon the duties of his office take the constitutional
oath of office and file the same with the town clerk of the town or one
of the towns in which such fire district is |ocated. The treasurer of
each fire district shall before entering upon the duties of his office,
execute and file with the town clerk of the town or one of the towns in
whi ch such fire district is |ocated, an official undertaking,
conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties and that he w |
and truly keep, pay over and account for all noneys of the fire district
comng into his hands as treasurer of the fire district. The undertaking
shall be in such form in such sumand with such sureties as the fire
commi ssioners shall direct and approve and such approval shall be
i ndi cat ed upon such undertaking. The fire conm ssioners of any fire
district may require the director of purchasing, when such office has
been established, before entering upon the duties of that office, to
execute and file with the town clerk of the town or one of the towns in
whi ch such fire district is |ocated, an undertaking, conditioned for the
faithful performance of his duties and for a due accounting of al
property that may cone under his care, custody and control. Such
undertaki ng shall be in such form in such sumand with such sureties as
the fire comm ssioners shall direct and approve and such approval shal
be i ndi cated upon such undert aki ng.

4. The fire district treasurer or any conmm ssioner of the fire



district, whenever so appointed, may also act as fire district

secretary. Wien the position of fire district treasurer or fire district
secretary is appointive, and in the case of the director of purchasing,
when such office has been established, and if no qualified resident of
the district is willing to performthe duties of fire district

treasurer, fire district secretary or director of purchasing, a person
who is a nonresident of such fire district may be appointed as fire
district treasurer, fire district secretary or director of purchasing. A
person shall not hold the offices of fire district conm ssioner and fire
district treasurer at the sanme time. A person shall not hold the office
of fire district conm ssioner and the office of chief or assistant chi ef
of the fire departnment of the fire district at the sanme tine.

Not wi t hst andi ng any i nconsi stent provision of law, a person who is a
fire district commi ssioner, may, if he is otherwise qualified, be a
candi date for nom nation, and may be nom nated by the fire district fire
departnment, for the office of chief or any assistant chief of the fire
departnment, but only if such comm ssioner has filed with the fire
district secretary at |least five days, but not nore than ten days,
before the neeting of the fire departnment at which any such nom nation
woul d be made a witten notice that he will be a candidate for such
nom nation. If a fire district conm ssioner is a candidate for
nom nation for any such office in the fire departnent and he is duly
nom nat ed for such office at a neeting of the fire departnent, he shal
forthwith cease to be a fire district comm ssioner and his office as
such comm ssi oner shall thereupon becone vacant. If a fire district
commi ssioner is a candidate for nom nation for any such office in the
fire departnment and he is defeated for such nom nation at the neeting of
the fire departnent, he shall not participate in any vote of the board
of fire conm ssioners in relation to the appoi ntnment of the successful
nom nee to the office for which such comm ssioner and such successf ul
non nee were opposi ng candi dat es.

Not wi t hst andi ng any i nconsi stent provision of law, a person who is the
chief or an assistant chief of the fire district fire departnent, if he
is otherwise qualified, nay be elected to the office of fire district
commi ssi oner or may be appointed to the office of fire district



comm ssioner to fill a vacancy and, if he is so el ected or appointed,
his office as chief or assistant chief, as the case maybe, shall becone
vacant upon his taking his oath of office as fire district conm ssioner.

5. A person who has been convicted of arson in any degree shall not be
eligible for nom nation, election or appointnent to the office of fire
district conm ssioner or fire district officer.

6. Each comm ssioner of a fire district before entering upon the
duties of his office, shall take the constitutional oath of office and
file the same with the town clerk of the town or one of the towns in
whi ch such fire district is |ocated.

7. Afire district is a political subdivision of the state and a
district corporation within the neaning of section three of the general
corporation |aw. The officers and enployees of a fire district,

i ncluding the paid and vol unteer nenbers of the fire departnent thereof,
are officers and enpl oyees of such fire district and are not officers or
enpl oyees of any other political subdivision.



