8§ 171. Petition and hearing. 1. A petition to establish or extend a
fire, fire alarmor fire protection district pursuant to the provisions
of section one hundred seventy of this article shall be signed, and
acknow edged or proved in the sane manner as a deed to be recorded, or
aut henticated in the nmanner provided by the election |aw for the
aut henti cati on of nom nating petitions, by resident taxpayers owning
taxabl e real property aggregating at |east one-half of the assessed
val uation of all the taxable real property of the proposed district or
extensi on thereof owned by resident taxpayers, as such val uati ons appear
upon the | atest conpl eted assessnent roll of said town or towns, except
that where there are no resident taxpayers within a proposed fire
protection district or fire alarmdistrict or a proposed extension of a
fire district, fire protection district or fire alarmdistrict then the
petition shall be signed by non-resident taxpayers owni ng taxable real
property aggregating at |east one-half of the assessed valuation of al
the taxable real property in the proposed district or extension as shown
on such | ast conpleted assessnent roll. If a portion only of a parcel of
such real estate appearing upon the assessnment roll is situated within
t he proposed district or extension, then the town board or boards may
determne the relative value of that part thereof within the proposed
district or extension, based upon the valuation of the entire parcel as
t he sane appears upon the assessnent roll. If the boundaries of a
proposed fire district as described in the petition therefor shall be
coterm nous with those of an existing water supply district having no
bonded i ndebt edness, the petition may provide for the dissolution of
such water supply district upon the establishnent of said fire district
and the assunption by said fire district of all the liabilities and
i ndebt edness of such water supply district.

2. a. The town board or town boards shall hold a public hearing upon
such petition and shall cause a notice thereof to be published at |east
once in a newspaper having general circulation in the territory
affected, the first publication thereof to be not |ess than ten days nor
nore than twenty days before the day designated therein for the hearing,
and the town clerk or town clerks shall cause copies of such notice to
be posted on the sign-board of the town maintai ned pursuant to
subdi vi sion six of section thirty of this chapter, and conspicuously in



such other places within or without the territory affected as the town
board or town boards may direct, not |ess than ten nor nore than twenty
days before the day designated for the hearing as aforesaid. In the
event that the town maintains a website, such information nay al so be
provi ded on the website. Such notice shall contain a description of the
proposed district or extension, state the estinated rate per thousand
dol l ars of assessed val uation, based on the aggregate assessed val uation
of taxable real property of the proposed district or extension district
shown in the |latest conpleted final assessnment roll, projected to be
assessed, levied and collected for purposes of the proposed district or
extended district for the fiscal year of its operation and specify the
time when and the place where the town board or boards will neet to
consider such petition and to hear all persons interested in the subject
concerning the sane. If the petition shall provide for the dissolution
of an existing water supply district upon the establishment of the fire
district, the notice of hearing shall so specify. If, upon the

est abl i shment or extension of a fire district, the fire district would
becone the sponsor of a service award program pursuant to section two
hundred si xteen-b of the general nunicipal |aw, the notice of hearing
shall so specify and contain a statenent of the estimted annual cost of
the service award programto the fire district; provided, however, that
i f, upon the establishnent or extension of a fire district, the ensuing
fire district would becone the sponsor of a service award program
pursuant to section two hundred sixteen-b of the general nunicipal |aw,
the resolutions establishing the districts shall be submitted in each
such town in the manner provided by article seven of this chapter. Prior
to the publication of the notice, the board or boards shall cause to be
prepared, and file for public inspection with the town clerk, a detailed
expl anati on of how the estinmated rate of assessnent for the proposed
district or extended district was conputed.

b. (1) If the perm ssion of the state conptroller is not required
pursuant to section one hundred seventy-three of this article because it
is not proposed to finance an expenditure for the district or extension
by the issuance of bonds, notes, certificates or other evidences of
i ndebt edness of the fire district, a certified copy of the notice shal
be filed with the state conptroller on or about the date of the



publ i cati on of such notice.

(2) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subparagraph one of this
paragraph the state conptroller shall not be precluded fromrequiring
t he submi ssion of additional information or data in such formand detai
as the state conptroller shall deem sufficient or from causing an
i nvestigation to be nade with respect to the establishnment or extension
of a district or an increase in the nmaxi num anount to be expended.

3. After a hearing held upon notice as herei nbefore provided and upon
t he evi dence given thereat, the town board or boards shall determ ne by
resol ution:

(a) Whether the petition is signed, and acknow edged or proved, or
authenticated as required by law and is otherw se sufficient;

(b) Whether all the property and property owners within the proposed
district or extension are benefited thereby;

(c) Whether all the property and property owners benefited are
included within the limts of the proposed district or extension;

(d) Whether it is in the public interest to grant in whole or in part
the relief sought.

If the town board shall determne that the petition is not signed, and
acknow edged or proved, or authenticated as required by law or that it
is otherwise insufficient, or if it is determned that it be not in the
public interest to grant in whole or in part the relief sought, the town
board shall deny the petition.

If the town board shall determ ne that the petition is signed, and
acknow edged or proved, or authenticated as required by law and is
ot herwi se sufficient and that it is in the public interest to grant the
relief sought, either in whole or in part, but shall find that any part
or portion of the property or property owners within the proposed
district or extension are not benefited thereby or that certain property
or property owners benefited thereby have not been included therein, the
town board shall specify the necessary changes of the boundaries of the
proposed district or extension to be nade in order that all of the
property and property owners and only such property and property owners
as are benefited shall be included within such proposed district or



extension, and the board shall call a further hearing at a definite
place and tinme not less than fifteen nor nore than twenty-five days
after such determ nation. Notice of such further hearing shall be
posted, published and nailed in the manner provided in this section
except that such notice shall also specify the manner in which it is
proposed to alter the boundaries of the proposed district or extension.
Such further hearing shall be conducted in the sane manner as an
original hearing upon a petition. If and when the town board shal
determine in the affirmative all of the questions set forth in this
subdi vi si on, the board nay adopt a resol ution approving the

est abl i shment or extension of the district as the boundaries shall be
finally determ ned, but no such resolution so approving shall be adopted
unl ess the petition shall conply with the requirenents of this section
as to sufficiency of signers as the boundaries of the proposed district
or extension shall be finally determ ned.



