8§ 158. Special police officers. 1. The town board of any town of the
first class and the town board of any town of the second class which
shal | have a popul ation of five thousand or nore as shown by the | atest
federal census, whether there be a police departnent in and for such
town or not, may enploy tenporary police officers fromtinme to tine as
the town board may determ ne their services necessary. Such police
of ficers shall be known as "special police officers"” and shall have al
t he power and authority conferred upon constables by the general |aws of
the state and such additional powers, not inconsistent with |aw, as
shall be conferred upon them by the town board. They shall be subject to
the general authority and direction of the town board and to such orders
and regul ati ons as the town board nay prescribe, not inconsistent with
| aw. Such special police officers shall serve at the pleasure of the
town board and the town board shall fix their conpensation and nay
pur chase uniforns and equi pnent therefor but no such special police
of ficers shall be appointed nor any expense incurred by reason thereof
unl ess said town board shall have provided therefor in its annual
budget, previously adopted, and no expenditure shall be nmade in excess
of the budget appropriation therefor. Such special police shall be
appointed in accordance with the civil service |aw and rul es. Provi ded,
however, and notwi t hstanding the foregoing provisions of this section,
the town board of any such town nay, when in their judgnment necessary
for the preservation of the public peace during any energency period of
sixty days or |ess, appoint and at pleasure renmove within such period
addi ti onal special police officers not exceeding five in nunber, wthout
exam nation, and fix their conpensation which shall be a town charge and
be paid from noneys avail able for expenditure for general town purposes.

2. The town board of a town of the second class which shall have a
popul ati on of less than five thousand as shown by the | atest federal
census, may adopt a resolution, subject to a perm ssive referendum
determning to enpl oy one or nore tenporary police officers, provided
that such town has a popul ati on of one thousand or nore according to the
| at est federal census or that such town adjoins a city. Towns having a
popul ati on in excess of one thousand nay enpl oy one additional tenporary
police officer for each one thousand popul ation in excess of the first
one thousand but the total nunber of police officers so enpl oyed shal



not exceed five. Such police officers shall be known as "special police
of ficers" and shall have all the power and authority conferred upon
constabl es by the general |laws of the state and such additional powers,
not inconsistent with law, as shall be conferred upon them by the town
board. They shall be subject to the general authority and direction of
the town board and to such orders and regul ations as the town board may
prescribe, not inconsistent with |aw. Such special police officers shal
serve at the pleasure of the town board and the town board shall fix

t heir conpensati on and nmay purchase uniforms and equi pnent therefor. The
conpensati on of such officer or officers, and the expense of the

uni fornms and equi pnent therefor if purchased by the town board, shall be
a town charge and the anount thereof shall be assessed and | evied upon

t he taxable property of the town and collected in the sanme nmanner as

ot her town charges are assessed, |evied and coll ected.

Not wi t hst andi ng such limtations upon their nunber, any such town nay
enpl oy not nore than five tenporary police officers for a period of not
to exceed three days in any cal endar week.



