SO L AND WATER CONSERVATI ON DI STRI CTS LAW
Laws 1940, Chapter 727
AN ACT establishing the state soil and water conservation commttee, and
creating soil and water conservation districts, constituting chapter
ni ne-b of the consolidated | ans
Becane a | aw April 23, 1940, with the approval of the Governor. Passed,
three-fifths being present
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and
Assenbly, do enact as foll ows:
CHAPTER 9-B OF THE CONSOLI DATED LAWS
SO L AND WATER CONSERVATI ON DI STRI CTS LAW

ARTI CLE |
SHORT TI TLE; DECLARATI ON OF PCLI CY; DEFI NI TI ONS
Section 1. Short title.
2. Declaration of policy.
3. Definitions.

Section 1. Short title. This chapter shall be known and cited as the
"soil and water conservation districts |aw'.

8§ 2. Declaration of policy. (1) Preservation of soil and water
resources. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature to
provi de for the conservation of the soil and water resources of this
state, and for the inprovenent of water quality, and for the control and
prevention of soil erosion and for the prevention of floodwater and
sedi mrent damages and for furthering the conservation, devel opnent,
utilization and di sposal of water, and thereby to preserve natural
resources, control and abate nonpoint sources of water pollution, assist
in the control of floods, assist in the drainage and irrigation of
agricultural |ands, prevent inpairnent of danms and reservoirs, assist in
mai ntai ning the navigability of rivers and harbors, preserve wldlife,
protect the tax base, protect public | ands, and protect and pronote the
heal th, safety and general welfare of the people of this state.



(2) Pronotion of soil health and resiliency. It is further declared
the policy of the legislature to pronote the health and resiliency of
New York's agricultural soils, including the biological, physical, and
chem cal conponents of such soils, to sustain agricultural plants and
ani mal s, produce a healthy, affordable food supply, pronote climte
resilient farmng and the reduction of agricultural greenhouse gas
em ssions, and further protect and pronote natural resources and the
health, safety and welfare of the people of this state.

(3) Wilizing resources to enhance the quality of life. It is further
declared the policy of the legislature to encourage the use of
agricultural land for recreational uses which are consistent with the
primry use of such |and while, at the same tine, pronoting additional
touri smand enpl oynent opportunities and incone for | andowners in rural
areas and enhancing the quality of life of persons not otherw se able to
obtain access to agricultural |land for recreational uses.

8§ 3. Definitions. Werever used or referred to in this chapter, unless
a different neaning clearly appears fromthe context: (1) "District" or
"soil and water conservation district" neans a county whose board of
supervi sors has by resolution declared said county to be a soil and
wat er conservation district.

(2) "Director"” means one nenber of the governing body of a district,
appointed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

(3) "Conmittee" or "state soil and water conservation conmttee" neans
t he agency created in section four of this chapter.

(4) "State" neans the state of New York.

(5) "Agency of this state" includes the governnment of this state and
any subdi vi sion, agency, or instrunentality, corporate or otherw se, of
t he governnent of this state.

(6) "United States" or "agencies of the United States" includes the
United States of Anmerica, the soil conservation service of the United
St ates departnent of agriculture, and any other agency or
instrunmentality, corporate or otherw se, of the United States of
Aneri ca.

(7) "Governnment" or "governnental " includes the governnment of this
state, the governnent of the United States, and any subdi vi sion, agency,



or instrumentality, corporate or otherw se of either of them

(8) "County board" nmeans the county board of supervisors of any
county.

(9) "Land occupier"™ or "occupier of |and" includes any person, firm
corporation, or governmental unit who shall hold title to, or shall be
i n possession of, any lands lying within a district organi zed under the
provi sions of this chapter, whether as owner, |essee, renter, tenant or
ot herw se.

(10) "Agriculture |and" shall be defined as any | andhol di ng exceedi ng
twenty-five acres which is used by the owner or occupier of the land for
the raising of any agricultural or forestry products, provided, however,
that concentrated agricultural operations on | andhol dings of |ess than
twenty-five acres shall be included in the term

(11) "Concentrated agricultural operations"” shall be as defined as any
formof agricultural operation including feedlots and poultry
oper ati ons, which produces, because of its confined nature, |arge
anounts of aninmal and related wastes in a limted area as defined by the
State Soil and Water Conservation Committee.

(12) "Soil and water conservation plan" shall be defined as a docunent
cont ai ni ng proposals for the conservation of soil and water resources
and whi ch provides an orderly nethod for | andowners and occupiers to
followin [imting soil erosion and reducing the anount of pollutants
entering into the waters or on the |lands of the state.

(13) "Nonpoint source" neans any source of water pollution or
pol lutants, as defined in section 17-0105 of the environnental
conservation law, which is not a discrete conveyance or point source
permtted pursuant to title seven or eight of article seventeen of the
envi ronment al conservation | aw

(14) "Nonpoint source abatenent and control progranm neans a program
of activities and projects for the abatenment and reducti on of nonpoi nt
source pollution through the inplenentation of best nmanagenent
practices.

(15) "Agricultural nonpoint source abatenent and control progrant
means a program consisting of activities and projects for the abatenent
and reduction of water pollution fromagricultural nonpoint sources
through the installation, operation and mai ntenance of best managenent
practices. Such program shall address agriculturally related activities



and their inpact on water quality and shall include, but not be limted
to, activities and projects for controlling |osses fromthe |and
including nutrients, particularly nitrogen and phosphorus, pathogens,
toxi ¢ contam nati on of surface waters and groundwaters from heavy
netal s, pesticides and other organic substances, and for the prevention
of siltation and eutrophication of streans, rivers, |akes and ot her

wat er bodi es.

(16) "Best nmmnagenent practices" neans a practice or conbi nation of
practices determned to be the nost effective, economcally feasible and
practicabl e nmeans of preventing or reducing pollution generated by
nonpoi nt sources.

(17) "Priority water body" neans a water body identified by the
commi ssi oner of environnental conservation pursuant to section 17-1407
of the environmental conservation |aw.

(18) "Recreational use" means any activity undertaken out of doors for
pur poses of nental or physical enjoynent and rel axation and may incl ude,
but shall not be limted to, hunting, fishing, canoeing, boating,
trappi ng, hiking, cross country skiing, tobogganing, sl edding,
spel eol ogi cal activities, horseback riding, bicycle riding, hang
gliding, notorized vehicle operation for recreational purposes,
snownmobi | e operation and training of dogs.

ARTI CLE |
STATE SO L AND WATER CONSERVATI ON COW TTEE, SO L AND
WATER CONSERVATI ON DI STRI CTS, AND OTHER FUNCTI ONS

Section 4. State soil and water conservation conmttee.
4-a. Farmdrain tile revolving | oan program
5. Creation of soil and water conservation districts.
6. Designation of district directors.
7. Appoi ntment, qualifications, conpensation and tenure of
di rectors.
8. Organi zation of directors.
9. Powers of districts and directors.
10. Cooperation between districts.
11. St ate agencies to cooperate.

11-a. State aid to districts.



11-b. Agricultural nonpoint source abatenent and control
proj ect s.
12. Di sconti nuance of districts.

8§ 4. State soil and water conservation commttee. (1) There is
established in the departnent of agriculture and nmarkets, the state soi
and water conservation conmttee as an agency of this state which
commttee shall exercise the functions conferred upon it in this
chapter. The admi nistrative functions of such departnent under the
agriculture and nmarkets |law shall not operate or be applied in
derogation of the powers of the conmttee, or of the free exercise
thereof, as conferred by this chapter. The follow ng shall serve as
menbers of the commttee: five interested and qualified citizens to be
appoi nted by the governor, one of whom shall be appointed froma |ist of
nom nees submitted by the state grange, one of whom shall be appointed
froma list of nom nees submtted by the state farm bureau federation
one of whom shall be appointed froma |ist of nom nees subnmitted by the
New York Soil Conservation Districts Association, Inc., one of whom
shal | be appointed at |arge, who shall represent the farminterest, and
a fifth nenber appointed at |arge who shall represent the urban,
suburban and rural non-farm | andowner interest; the director of the
state agricultural extension service, or his or her designated
representative; the dean of the state college of agriculture and life
sciences, or his or her designated representative; the president of the
col l ege of environnmental science and forestry of the state university of
New York, or his or her designated representative; the conm ssioner of
envi ronnmental conservation, or his or her designated representative; the
comm ssi oner of agriculture and nmarkets, or his or her designated
representative; the conm ssioner of health, or his or her designated
representative; the secretary of state, or his or her representative; a
representative of the New York State Conservation District Enployees
Associ ation; and the state conservationist of the soil conservation
service of the United States departnment of agriculture, or his
desi gnated representative. The five |ay nenbers shall be the voting
menbers. The bal ance of the commttee will serve in an advisory or
consulting capacity. The conmttee shall keep a record of its official



actions, and may perform such acts, and pronul gate such rul es and
regul ati ons as nmay be necessary for the execution of its functions under
this chapter. After April twenty-third, nineteen hundred sixty-four, the
first appointnent of the nmenber chosen froma list submtted by the New
York soil and water conservation districts association shall be nade of
a successor to the nenber representing the state grange whose termfirst
expires, and the first appointnent of the nmenber representing non-farm
interests shall be made of a successor to the nenber representing the
New Yor k farm bureau whose termfirst expires.

(2) The commttee nay call upon the attorney-general of the state for
such legal services as it may require. It shall have authority to
del egate to its chairnman, to one or nore of its nenbers, or to one or
nore agents or enployees such powers and duties as it nmay deem proper.
Upon request of the conmittee for the purpose of carrying out any of its
functions, the supervising officer of any state agency, or of any state
institution of learning shall, insofar as nay be possibl e under
avai |l abl e appropriations, and having due regard to the needs of the
agency to which the request is directed, assign or detail to the
commttee nenbers of the staff or personnel of such agency or
institution of |earning, and make such special reports, surveys or
studies as the comrttee nay request.

(3) The commttee shall designate its chairman and nay fromtine to
ti me change such designation. The |lay nmenbers shall be appointed for a
period of five years, except that the first five appointed shall be
designated to serve terns of one, two, three, four and five years
respectively, the terns of office to correspond to the state's fi scal
year. Conmittee menbers shall hold office until their successors have
been appoi nted and have qualified. The sel ection of successors to fill a
vacancy shall be nade in the same manner in which the retiring conmttee
menbers shall have been selected. A majority of the cormittee shal
constitute a quorum and the concurrence of a najority in any matter
within their duties shall be required for its determ nation. The nenbers
shall not receive a salary or other conpensation, but shall be entitled
to their actual and necessary expenses, including traveling expenses
incurred in the discharge of their duties. The conmttee shall provide
for the keeping of a full and accurate record of all proceedi ngs and of
all resolutions, regulations, and orders issued or adopted; and shal



provi de for an annual audit of the accounts of receipts and
di sbur senents.

(4) In addition to the duties and powers hereinafter conferred upon
the state soil and water conservation commttee, it shall have the
foll owi ng duties and powers:

a. To adopt such policies in the carrying out of district prograns as
it deens appropriate;

b. To keep the directors of each of the several districts organized
under the provisions of this act informed of the activities and
experience of all other districts organized hereunder, and to facilitate
an interchange of advice and experience between such districts and
cooper ati on between them

c. To approve and coordi nate the prograns of the several soil and
wat er conservation districts organi zed hereunder;

d. To secure the cooperation and assistance of the United States and
any of its agencies, and of agencies of this state, in the work of such
districts;

e. To dissem nate information throughout the state concerning the
activities and prograns of the soil and water conservation districts
organi zed hereunder, and to encourage the formation of such districts in
areas where their organization is desirable;

f. To accept contributions fromany source to carry on work under the
provi sions of this chapter;

g. To devel op and mai ntain principles and standards for, and
procedures for participating in, the agricultural environnental
managenent (AEM programin partnership with the departnent of
envi ronmental conservation, as set forth in article eleven-A of the
agriculture and markets |aw,

h. To devel op evaluation criteria, collect, nmaintain and anal yze



i nformati on to assess the AEM program for effectiveness in neeting state
and federal environnental and public health goals;

i. To coordinate and approve the participation of the several
districts in the AEM program as set forth in article el even-A of the
agriculture and markets |aw,

j. To coordinate and approve the participation of the several
districts in support of soil health and climate resilient farm ng as set
forth in article eleven-B of the agriculture and markets | aw.

8§ 4-a. Farmdrain tile revolving | oan program (1) Definitions. (a)
"Farmdrain tile project.’
undertaken by an agricultural producer for the construction or

A specific work or inprovenent that is

i nprovenent of drain tile for the purpose of enhancing farmfi el ds.

(b) "Local loan administrator." A farmcredit bureau or nenber of the
farmcredit systemor a banking institution or non-governnment al
organi zation with a denonstrated ability to provide financial assistance
and service to agricultural rural areas, that have entered into a naster
servicing agreenent prescribed pursuant to subdivision two of this
secti on.

(2) Master servicing agreenment. (a) The state soil and water
conservation comrittee ("commttee") is hereby authorized to use the
nonies held in the farmdrain tile revolving loan fund to make advances
to a local loan adm nistrator that has entered into a witten master
servicing agreenent prescribed by the comm ttee pursuant to paragraph
(b) of this subdivision.

(b) The committee, in consultation with the conptroller, shal
prescribe a master servicing agreenment to be executed by the comittee
and | ocal |oan adm nistrators. Such agreenent shall provide that: (i)
any advances made to a |ocal | oan adm nistrator shall be used solely for
t he purpose of providing |oans to agricultural producers for undertaking
farmdrain tile projects; (ii) the total anmount of |oans nade to any
single agricultural producer shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars per
annum (iii) the termof any |oan shall not exceed ten years and equal
paynments of principal payable no | ess frequently than annually shall be



required to be nmade on such |l oan during the termsuch loan is

out st andi ng whi ch paynents will |iquidate the entire principal bal ance
of the loan over its term (iv) the local |oan adm nistrator is required
to pay to the coormittee for deposit into the farmdrain tile revolving

| oan fund all repaynments including interest, if any, received from any
agricultural producers on account of such | oan, except for that portion
permtted to be retained by the |Iocal |oan adm nistrator as a fee
pursuant to the master servicing agreenent. The naster servicing
agreenent shall also set forth: (i) the formof any note and security
agreenent to be executed by the agricultural producer in connection wth
any loan; (ii) the rate of interest, if any, to be charged on any | oan;
(iii) the anmobunt of any fee to be retained by the |Iocal |oan

adm nistrator for servicing any |loan; (iv) the formof application
required to be conpleted by an agricultural producer for any |oan; (V)
the formof requisition and certification to be required froma |oca

| oan adm nistrator to obtain an advance of funds fromthe comittee;

(vi) any other conditions to be inposed upon an agricultural producer as
a condition of receiving a loan; (vii) the responsibilities to be
performed by the | ocal |oan adm nistrator in connection with review ng,
approving and servicing the |loan and the circunstances under which the
comrittee nay term nate a master servicing agreenent; (viii) conditions
necessary to insure pronpt closing on |oans for which funds are
advanced, including paynent of interest of funds fromthe tinme advanced
until utilized; and (ix) such other requirenments as the comittee nay
fromtinme to tine establish by rules and regul ati ons consistent with the
pur poses of this section.

(3) (a) The conmittee shall, subject to the availability of funds as
appropriated by the |l egislature, advance fromthe farmdrain tile
revolving loan fund to a local |oan adm nistrator the anount of funds
requested in any requisition within fifteen business days after receipt
of all of the following: a conpleted requisition for an advance of
funds; copies of any applications and any supporting docunentation to
whi ch such requisition pertains; and a certification fromthe |ocal |oan
adm nistrator with respect to such requisition in addition to any ot her
representation and statenent required by the comrittee. The
certification fromthe local |oan adm nistrator shall state that: (i)
the | oan adm nistrator has perfornmed its responsibilities in connection



with review and approval of applications to which such requisition
pertains, (ii) to the best of the local |oan adm nistrator's know edge
the |l oans, to which the advances pertain, conply with the nmaster
servicing agreenent and the provisions of this section, and (iii) the
borrowers have denonstrated their ability to make the repaynents

requi red under the loan. In the event that funds are not avail able or
the conmttee determines that the requisition, application or
certification is defective, it shall so notify the local |oan

adm nistrator within fifteen business days after receipt of the

requi sition.

(b) The committee shall establish criteria for prioritizing |oan
applications in the event that the requisitions submtted to the
commttee by one or nore |ocal |oan admnistrators exceed the anount
t hen avail able for the purposes of this section. In determning
priority, the comrittee shall take into account: (i) whether the farm
drain tile project to which the application pertains is the nbost cost
ef fective approach to enable the agricultural producer to construct or
i mprove farmdrain tile on the farm (ii) whether the agricultural
producer naking application |acks the financial resources to undertake
the farmdrain tile project without obtaining a | oan pursuant to this
section; and (iii) such other factors as the conmittee deens rel evant.
In applying the criteria to be utilized for prioritizing |oans, the
committee shall be entitled to rely on the information contained in the
copies of the applications submtted with the requisition.

(4) Examination by conptroller. The conptroller, or his or her legally
aut hori zed representative, is hereby authorized and enpowered fromtine
to time to exam ne the books and accounts of the commttee relating to
the farmdrain tile fund, and fromtime to tine, to exam ne the books
and accounts of any | ocal |oan adm nistrator which has received advances
fromsuch fund pursuant to this section, but only insofar as those books
and accounts relate to such advances and to the |ocal |oan
adm nistrator's conpliance with the naster servicing agreenent entered
into pursuant to this section.

(5) Establishment of fund. (a) There is hereby created and established
in the conmttee a revolving |loan fund to be known as the "farmdrain
tile revolving | oan fund."

(b) There shall be paid into such farmdrain tile revolving | oan fund



(i) any noneys appropriated and made avail able by the state for the

pur poses of such fund, (ii) notw thstanding the provisions of the state
finance | aw or any other provision of |law, any noneys which the
commttee shall receive in repaynent of advances nmade from such fund,
and (iii) any other noneys which may be nade available to the commttee
for the purpose of such fund from any ot her source or sources.

(c) Al noneys paid into the fund fromrepaynents of | oans authorized
by subdi vision three of this section shall continue to be made avail abl e
for the purpose of providing | oans pursuant to such subdi vi sion.

(d) Any noneys held in such farmdrain tile revolving |loan fund not
required for imredi ate di sbursenent may be invested, at the discretion
of the commttee, in obligations of the state or the United States
governnment or obligations the principal and interest of which are
guaranteed by the state or the United States governnent. Any incone or
i nterest earned by, or increment to, such farmdrain tile revolving | oan
fund shall be added to the noneys held in such fund for the purposes
herei n provided.

(6) Rules and regul ations. The conmttee is enpowered to pronul gate
such rules and regul ati ons and to prescribe such forns as it shall deem
necessary to effectuate the purposes of this section.

8 5. Creation of soil and water conservation districts. (1) Wen the
board of supervisors of any county determ nes that conservation of soi
and water resources and control and prevention of soil erosion and
prevention of floodwater and sedi nent danmages are problenms of public
concern in the county, and further determ nes that a substanti al
proportion of the rural |and occupiers of the county favors such a
resolution, the said board of supervisors, by a resolution adopted at
any regul ar or special neeting of the board, nay declare the county to
be a soil and water conservation district for the purpose of
effectuating the | egislative policy announced in section two, providing
witten notice of intention to act on such resolution, together with the
basis for action, is provided by the county board to the state soil and
wat er conservation commttee at |least thirty days before action is taken
on such resolution. These determ nations may be made through hearings,
petitions or referenda.



(2) I'n any suit, action, or proceeding involving the validity or
enforcenment of, or relating to, any contract, proceeding, or action of
the district, the district shall be deenmed to have been established in
accordance with the provisions of this article upon proof of the
adoption of the resolution of the county board declaring the county to
be a soil and water conservation district. A copy of such resol ution
duly certified by the clerk of the board shall be adm ssible in evidence
in any such suit, action or proceeding and shall be proof of the filing
and contents thereof.

(3) Any soil conservation district heretofore created or existing
shall be deened to be continued for all purposes and shall hereafter be
designated as a soil and water conservation district.

(4) Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of this chapter, the mayor of
the city of New York shall have the authority to establish a soil and
wat er conservation district enconpassing the five counties of the city.

8§ 6. Designation of district directors. 1. (a) Wien a county has been
decl ared a soil and water conservation district a board of directors
consisting of five nenbers shall be appointed by the county board. This
board of directors shall consist of two nenbers of the county board and
t hree persons not nenbers of the county board of supervisors, two of
whom shal | be practical farnmers. One of these farnmers shall be appointed
froma list submtted by the county grange, one of these farmers shal
be appointed froma |ist submtted by the county farm bureau. Should the
appoi nted farm bureau representative not be a resident of the county,
the farm bureau representative nust own or rent land in the county in
whi ch they serve. The fifth nmenber shall be appointed fromthe county at
| arge and shall represent the urban, suburban and rural non-farm
| andowner ship interest.

(b) I'n counties where one or both of the above naned farm groups | ack
formal county organi zation, the county board shall appoint fromthe
county at large in place of froma list of nom nees from such | acking
farm organi zati on or organi zati ons.

(c) At the option of the county |egislative body, the board of
directors of the soil and water conservation district nay be expanded to
seven nenbers. O the two additional board nenbers, they shall be



residents of the county and at | east one shall be a practical farmer.

2. Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this chapter, in Wstchester
county, the county executive shall appoint a board of directors of the
soil and water conservation district, which board of directors shal
consi st of seven nenbers selected at large fromresidents of the county,
the termof office of each of whom shall be three years from date of
appoi ntment, except that such board nmay include not nore than two
officials of constituent |ocal municipalities, each of whom shall serve
for one year or until he sooner ceases to hold such |ocal office.

3. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this chapter, in Nassau
county, the county executive shall appoint a board of directors of the
soil and water conservation district, which board of directors shal
consi st of seven nenbers to be appointed as foll ows:

(a) Three nenbers shall be appointed at |arge fromanong the residents
of Nassau county for a termof three years. The original appointnents,
however, shall be nmade for terns of one year, two years and three years;

(b) One nenber shall be appointed from anong the Nassau county
officials for a termof one year;

(c) One nenber shall be appointed fromanong the officers of each of
the three towns in the county of Nassau for a termof one year. Al such
appoi ntnments shall be subject to confirmation by the board of
supervi sors.

4. Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of this chapter, in Rockland
county the county executive, subject to the confirmation of the county
| egi sl ature, shall appoint a board of directors of the soil and water
conservation district, which board of directors shall consist of five
menbers, one of whom shall reside in each of the towns conprising such
county.

The board of directors of the soil and water conservation district in
the city of New York shall consist of nine nenbers seven of whom shal
be appoi nted by the nmayor and two of whom shall be appointed by the city
council, all of whomshall be residents of the city. O the nenbers so
appoi nted by the mayor, one shall be appoi nted upon the reconmendati on



of each of the borough presidents and such nenbers shall be a resident
of the borough of the president nmaki ng such recommendati on. Each of the
remai ning two nenbers nay be a resident of any borough. Menbers shall be
appointed to serve for a termof three years, comenci ng on January
first and ending on Decenber thirty-first provided, however, that of the
menbers first appointed to such board, two shall serve for a term of one
year and three shall serve for a termof two years. Vacancies in the
menber ship of the board shall be filled in the manner provided for
original appointnment. Al appointnments shall be subject to confirnmation
of the city council.

8 7. Appointment, qualifications, conpensation and tenure of
directors. The two nmenbers fromthe county board shall be appointed
annually. The other nenbers shall serve for ternms of three years each
except that the first three appointed shall be designated to serve for
terms of one, two and three years respectively. A director shall hold
office until his successor has been appointed and has qualifi ed.
Vacanci es shall be filled for the unexpired term The sel ection of
successors to fill an unexpired termor for a full termshall be
according to the manner in which the respective retiring directors shal
have been sel ect ed.

Any director may be renoved by the county board upon acceptabl e proof
presented by the district board, the county board or by the state
comm ttee upon notice and hearing for neglect of duty, continued absence
fromnmeetings, failure to performaccepted assignnments or nal feasance in
of fice and for no other reason.

The conpensation of the nenbers of the governing body of the district,
for performng services as directors of the district shall be fixed by
the county board for each cal endar day they are actually engaged in the
performance of their duties, and mleage in going and returning from
pl aces where they are required to go in the performance of their duties,
provi ded funds are made avail abl e by the county board for this purpose.



8§ 8. Organization of directors. (1) The directors of the district
shall be the governing body thereof. They shall designate a chairman
and may, fromtine to tinme, change such designation. The directors nay
del egate to their chairman, or to one or nore directors, such powers and
duties as they shall deem proper. They shall designate a secretary and
a treasurer, and an assistant treasurer if necessary, who need not be
directors, and may, fromtine to tinme, change such designations. The
duties of the secretary shall be to record the mnutes of all neetings,
carry on the necessary correspondence for the district, and other duties
inline with the position. The duties of the treasurer shall be to
recei ve and have the custody of the funds of the district and to
di sburse the sanme for authorized purposes on the order of the directors,
to keep appropriate and requi red books and records in connection
therewith, and to submt same for exam nation and nake reports to the
directors at any tine, upon their request. It shall be the duty of the
assistant treasurer, if any, to assist the treasurer in the performance
of his duties. The directors shall furnish to the state conmttee, upon
request, copies of such rules, orders, contracts, forns, and other
docunents as they shall adopt or enploy, and such other information
concerning their activities as it nay require in the performance of its
duties under this chapter

(2) The directors shall provide for the execution of surety bonds for
any nmenbers or enpl oyees who shall be entrusted with funds or property;
shall provide for the keeping of a full and accurate record of al
proceedi ngs and of all resolutions, regulations and orders issued or
adopted; and shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of
recei pts and di sbursenents.

(3) The directors nmay invite the | egislative body of any municipality
to designate a representative to advise and consult with the directors
of the district on all questions of program and policy which may affect
the property, water supply or other interests of such nunicipality.

8 9. Powers of districts and directors. The directors of a soil and
wat er conservation district shall have the followi ng powers, in addition
to others granted in other sections of this chapter:

(1) To conduct surveys, investigations, and research relating to the



character of soil erosion, floodwater, sedi nent damages, nonpoint source
wat er pollution, and the preventive and control neasures needed, to
publish the results of such surveys, investigations, or research, and to
di ssem nate i nformati on concerni ng such preventive and control neasures;
provi ded, however, that in order to avoid duplication of research
activities, no district shall initiate any research program except in
cooperation with the New York state college of agriculture, and any
agency of the state or of the United States as nay be dealing with

al l'i ed probl ens;

(1-a). To authorize officers and enpl oyees to perform such duties as
are necessary for the operation of the district. Directors while
perform ng such duties or assignnments shall be conpensated pursuant to
section seven of this article;

(1-b). To establish and abolish positions of enploynent and to fix the
conpensation and tinme of paynent thereof and of the secretary,
treasurer, assistant treasurer and other officers and enpl oyees;

(1-c) The board of directors of a soil and water conservation district
may aut horize the treasurer to establish and maintain a petty cash fund,
not in excess of two hundred fifty dollars, for specific district
pur poses or undertakings, fromwhich nay be paid in advance of audit,
properly item zed and verified or certified bills for materials,
supplies or services furnished to the district for the conduct of its
affairs and upon ternms calling for the paynent of cash to the vendor
upon the delivery of any such materials or supplies or the rendering of
any such services. Lists of all expenditures nade from such petty cash
fund shall be presented to the board of directors at each regular
neeting thereof, together with the bills supporting such expenditures,
for audit and the board shall direct reinbursenent of such petty cash
fund fromany district noneys in an anount equal to the total of such
bills which it shall so audit and allow. Any of such bills or any
portion of any such bills as shall be disallowed upon audit shall be the
personal responsibility of the treasurer and such official shal
forthwith rei nburse such petty cash fund in the anmount of such
di sal | onances;

(1-d). To authorize the district treasurer to establish revolving fund
accounts for specific adm nistrative and operational accounts, which nay
be carried fromone fiscal year to another, and to authorize the



district treasurer tenporarily to deposit or invest noneys not required
for i Mmedi ate expenditure in special tine deposit accounts in, or
certificates of deposit issued by, a bank or trust conpany |ocated and
authorized to do business in this state, provided however, that such
time deposit account or certificate of deposit shall be payable within
such tinme as the proceeds shall be needed to neet expenditures for which
such noneys were obtai ned and provided further that such tine deposits
or certificate of deposit be secured by a pledge of obligations of the
United States of Anerica or obligations of the state of New York or
obligations of any nunicipality school district or district corporation
of the state of New York.

(2) To carry out preventive and control neasures within the district
i ncluding, but not limted to, engineering operations, nethods of
cultivation, the grow ng of vegetation and changes in use of |and and
drai nage, irrigation and other agricultural water managenent operations
and neasures for the prevention of floodwater and sedi nent damages, or
for the control and abatenment of nonpoint sources of water pollution on
| ands owned or controlled by this state or any of its agencies, with the
consent and cooperation of the agency adm nistering and havi ng
jurisdiction thereof, and on any other lands within the district and,
not wi t hst andi ng any general, special, |local or other provision of |aw,
including the lands of directors, officers or enployees of said
district, upon obtaining the consent of the occupier of such | ands or
t he necessary rights or interests in such |ands;

(3) To cooperate, or enter into agreenments with, and within the limts
of appropriations duly nade available to it by law, to furnish financi al
or other aid to, any agency, governnental or otherw se, or any occupier
of lands within the district, in carrying on of erosion-control, flood
preventi on and sedi ment danmage prevention operations, control and
abat enent of nonpoint sources of water pollution, and | and use
adj ustnments including ditching, draining and flood control operations
for effective conservation and utilization of the | ands and waters
within the district, subject to such conditions as the directors may
deem necessary to advance the purposes of this chapter;

(4) To obtain options upon and to acquire, by purchase, exchange,
| ease, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or otherw se, any property, real or
personal, or rights or interests therein; to maintain, adm nister, and



i nprove any properties acquired, to receive incone fromsuch properties
and to expend such incone in carrying out the purposes and provisions of
this chapter; and to sell, |ease, or otherw se dispose of any of its
property or interests therein in furtherance of the purposes and the
provi sions of this chapter;

(4-a) To acquire, by purchase, exchange, gift, bequest, devise, or
ot herwi se, a conservation easenment as defined in section 49-0303 of the
envi ronmental conservation law, to hold, maintain, adm nister, and
i nprove, in conpliance with any such easenent and title three of article
forty-nine of the environnmental conservation |aw, any conservation
easenments acquired; to enforce any of the terns of a conservation
easenent, either as a holder of an acquired easenent or under a third
party enforcenent right, as defined in section 49-0303 of the
environnmental conservation law, granted to the district in a
conservati on easenent; to receive any inconme fromthe hol di ng,
mai nt enance, admi ni stration, inprovenent or enforcenent of conservation
easenments as authorized in this subdivision and to expend such incone in
carrying out the purposes and provisions of this chapter; and to
extingui sh any such conservati on easenents in conpliance with such
easenment and title three of article forty-nine of the environnental
conservation law, in furtherance of the purposes and provisions of this
chapter.

(5) To nmke avail able, on such terns as it shall prescribe, to | and
occupiers within the district, agricultural and engi neering machi nery
and equi prment, fertilizer, seeds, and seedlings, and such other nateri al
or equi pnent, as will assist such | and occupiers to carry on operations
upon their lands for the effective conservation and utilization of soi
and water resources, prevention and control of soil erosion, prevention
of floodwater and sedi ment damages, and for the control and abatenent of
nonpoi nt sources of water pollution;

(6) To construct, inprove, and naintain such structures as may be
necessary or convenient for the performance of any of the operations
authorized in this chapter, provided, however, that no agreenent or
contract for the maintenance of such a structure, inprovenent or other
wor ks shall be valid or create any liability against the county, unless
such agreenent or contract shall have been approved by the county board
by resol ution duly adopted,



(7) (a) To devel op and update conprehensive plans for the conservation
of soil and water resources, control and prevention of soil erosion,
prevention of floodwater and sedi nent damages, control and abatenent of
nonpoi nt sources of water pollution, and for agricultural water
managenent within the district, which plans shall specify in such detai
as nmay be possible, the acts, procedures, performances, and avoi dances
whi ch are necessary or desirable for the effectuation of such plans,

i ncludi ng the specification of engineering operations, nethods of
cultivation, the growi ng of vegetation, cropping progranms, tillage
practices, and changes in the use of land; and to publish such plans and
information and bring themto the attention of occupiers of lands within
the district; provided, however, that in order to avoid duplication of
educational activities no district shall publish any such plans and

i nformati on except in cooperation with the New York state coll ege of
agriculture and with the approval of the state soil conservation
committee; and otherw se assist in the adm nistration of the
agricultural environmental nanagenment (AEM programas set forth in
article eleven-A of the agriculture and markets |law. Pl ans prepared by
districts shall utilize and incorporate to the extent practical and
appropriate existing soil and water conservation plans for agricultural
land within the district;

(b) (i) Upon the determ nation of any such board that conditions in
the district are appropriate, develop a plan to pronote one or nore
recreational progranms applicable to privately owned or |eased | ands and
wat ers whi ch plan may incl ude:

(1) an analysis of the ampbunt of open |and and water in the district
and the amount of such |and and water which is posted and not posted;

(2) a determ nation of the potential for obtaining permssion fromthe
owners or | essees of open lands and waters to obtain access to such
| ands and waters for recreational use;

(3) the terns and conditions under which such | and and waters nay be
made accessi ble for one or nore recreational uses;

(4) the potential for the creation of enploynent opportunities for the
owners and | essees of the |lands and waters or their relatives or
nei ghbors in the event such plan is inplenented;

(5) the potential for encouraging tourismand the inpact thereof upon
the land and water to be included in the plan; upon |ocal governnents in



the district, including additional tax revenues and the inpact of such
revenues, if any, upon the owners or |essees of the | ands and waters;

(6) the type of recreational use, the tines of such use and the inpact
t her eof upon the | ands and waters; and

(7) a nmethod of involving interested comunity agencies and groups in
pl an devel opnent and i npl enent ati on.

(ii) Such plan may al so i nclude a description of the activities,
program and strategies intended to be used to pronote recreational use
of the lands and waters, which uses shall be conpatible with the primary
use of the | and and whi ch nay enhance the economc well-being of the
owner of the land as well as the economic viability of the general area.
I ncluded in such plan shall be rules that may be anended fromtine to
time and may include but shall not be limted to:

(1) the location and identification of the |ands and waters to be
included in the plan and the uses to be permtted on such | ands and
wat er s;

(2) a nmethod of identifying the users of such | ands and a
determ nation of the nethod by which users of |ands may be charged, in
t he event charges are inposed;

(3) rules relating to the conduct of persons using such | ands;

(4) the nmethod by which the owners of such lands or waters are
protected fromactions that nmay be brought against them by the users of
such lands or waters or other persons as a result of the use of such
| ands or waters, which nmethod may include bl anket insurance or other
nmet hod of insurance to be nade avail able or sone acceptabl e nethod of
i ndemmi fi cati on;

(5) rules relating to the tinme when such |ands nay be used and the
pur pose of such use at such tine;

(6) a nmethod by which collected charges are used and distributed to
the owners or | essees of such |ands and waters;

(7) a nmethod by which a | andowner who has consented to be included in
the plan may withdraw from such pl an;

(8) a procedure by which | ands, including waters wholly or partially
on such | ands or adjacent thereto, will be stocked with fish or ganme to
continue the viability of the plan; and

(9) a nmethod of nmarketing the use of recreational |ands with respect
to potential patrons.



(iii) The district board may devel op and i nplenent the plan after
consultation with interested farm recreational and open space groups
i ncluding, but not limted to: county agricultural and farm and
protecti on boards, municipalities, regional and/or state fish and
wi | dlife boards, and county-based offices of Cornell cooperative
ext ensi on.

(8) To act as agent for the United States, or any of its agencies, or
for this state or any of its agencies, in connection with the
acqui sition, construction, operation, naintenance or adm nistration of
any soil-conservation, erosion-control, or erosion-prevention,
agricultural water managenent, flood prevention, sedi nent danage
prevention, or nonpoint source water pollution control and abat enent
project within its boundaries; to accept donations, gifts, and
contributions in noney, services, naterials or otherwi se, fromthe
United States or any of its agencies, or fromthis state or any of its
agenci es, or fromany other source, and to use or expend such noneys,
services, materials, or other contributions in carrying on its
oper ati ons;

(9) To sue and be sued in the nanme of the district, to have a seal,
whi ch seal shall be judicially noticed; to have perpetual succession
unl ess term nated as hereinafter provided; to nake and execute contracts
and ot her instrunments, necessary or convenient to the exercise of its
powers; to nake, and fromtinme to tinme anend and repeal rules and
regul ati ons not inconsistent with this chapter, to carry into effect its
pur poses and powers;

(10) As a condition to the extending of any benefits under this
chapter to or the performance of work upon, any |ands not owned or
controlled by this state or any of its agencies, the directors nay
require contributions in noney, services, nmaterials or otherwi se to any
operations conferring such benefits, and may require | and occupiers to
enter into and perform such agreenments or covenants as to the long term
use of such lands as will tend to prevent or control erosion, prevent
fl oodwat er and sedi nent danages, control and abate nonpoi nt sources of
wat er pollution, and make for nore effective agricultural water
managenent thereon;

(11) No provisions with respect to the acquisition, operation, or
di sposition of property by other public bodies shall be applicable to a



di strict organi zed hereunder, unless the |egislature shall specifically
so state;

(12) (a) A county nay, on recomrendati on of the county superintendent
of highways, permt the use of any street or highway machinery, tools or
equi pnent owned by the county, by a soil and water conservation district
created under and pursuant to the soil and water conservation districts
| aw, upon such terns as nay be agreed upon but with paynent to the
county of not less than the hourly rate as fixed by the state
commi ssi oner of transportation for the rental or hiring of such
machi nery, tools or equi pment by the county. Moneys received by a county
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be paid into the county
road machinery fund.

(b) A town superintendent of highways, with the approval of the town
board and of the county superintendent, nmay permt the use of any
hi ghway machi nery, tools or equi pnent owned by the town, by a soil and
wat er conservation district created under and pursuant to the soil and
wat er conservation districts |law, upon such terns as may be agreed upon
but with paynent to the town of not less than the hourly rate as fixed
by the state conm ssioner of transportation for the rental or hiring of
such machi nery, tools or equi pnent by the town. Mneys received by a
town pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be applicable for
t he purposes for which amounts may be rai sed as provided in subdivision
three of section two hundred seventy-one of the highway | aw.

(c) The state conmi ssioner of transportation nmay permt the use of any
street or highway machi nery, tools or equi pnent owned by the state by a
soil and water conservation district created under and pursuant to the
soil and water conservation districts |law, under the sane terns and
conditions as provided for the use of county owned equi pnent by such
districts.

(d) No such machinery, tools and equi pnent shall be so | eased to a
soil and water conservation district unless (1) adequate insurance shal
be secured thereon which will protect the county, town or state, as the
case may be, in the event of the |oss of or damage to such | eased
machi nery, tools and equi pnent by reason of fire and theft and (2)
adequate liability and property danage insurance shall be secured for
the protection of the county, town or state, as the case may be, upon
all machinery and equi pnent operated, or propelled, by notors. The



determ nati on of what shall be "adequate" insurance shall be made by
resol ution of the board of supervisors of the county, the town board of
a town, or the state conm ssioner of transportation, as the case nay be,
and no officer or official of any such county, town, or of the state,
shall be held personally responsible to such county, town, the state, or
to third persons should such insurance in any event prove to be

i nadequate in anount. The cost of any such insurance shall be paid for
by the district in addition to the paynents herei nabove provided.

(e) If any such agreenent between a county, a town, the state, and a
district shall provide that the equi pnment, tools or machinery |eased
shal|l be operated by an enpl oyee of the county, town, or the state, any
such enpl oyee, regardl ess of the terns of such contract, shall continue
to be paid by and to be an enpl oyee of the county, town, or the state,
and shall be considered as such for any and all purposes, and the
agreenent between the county, town, or the state, and the district shal
provi de for the paynment by the district to the county, town, or the
state, of amounts at |east equal to the conpensation which any such
enpl oyee shall receive fromthe county, town or the state. The nobneys
received by a county, town, or the state, for reinbursenent of the
conpensati on of such enpl oyees shall be credited to the fund from which
such conpensation was paid while such equi pnent, tools or nachinery was
| eased.

(13) The directors may call upon the county attorney for such | egal
services as the district nay require and the county attorney shal
render such service;

(14) Wthin the |limts of appropriations made avail able for such
pur poses, to annually expend in such district the actual and necessary
expenses of naintaining and continuing the New York soil and water
conservation district's association and any of its activities in this
state for the purpose of devising practical ways and nmeans for obtaining
greater econony and efficiency in soil and water conservation;

(15) Whenever the work relating to soil erosion and ot her preventive
control neasures proposed by the directors of a soil and water
conservation district shall benefit the highways, bridges, or other
property of the county or town, either by repair of actual danage
inflicted, or prevention of damage |ikely to be inflicted by flood
wat ers or erosion, the county or town shall be authorized when



perm ssion is granted by the proper authorities thereof to contribute
necessary funds, or to | oan equi pnent, or furnish to them necessary aid
wi t hout charge for the use of such equi pnent for the work to be done for
the particular inmprovenent. No such funds contributed, or equi pnent

| oaned, or aid furnished, shall be used except for work which shal
benefit such nunicipality so furnishing the sane.

* (16) Wthin the limts of appropriations nade avail able for such
pur poses, to undertake a public information and educati on program
regardi ng the principles and practices of preservation and conservati on
of the soil and water resources of this state set forth in section two
of this chapter

* NB There are 2 sb (16)'s

* (16) To carry out preventative and control neasures for the spread
of prohibited and regul ated species pursuant to section 9-1709 of the
envi ronment al conservation | aw

* NB There are 2 sb (16)'s

8§ 10. Cooperation between districts. The directors of any two or nore
districts organi zed under the provisions of this chapter may cooperate
with one another in the exercise of any or all powers conferred in this
chapter.

8§ 11. State agencies to cooperate. Agencies of this state which shal
have jurisdiction over, or be charged with the adm nistration of, any
st at e-owned | ands, and of any county, or other governnental subdivision
of the state, which shall have jurisdiction over, or be charged with the
adm ni stration of, any county-owned, or other publicly owned | ands,
lying within the boundaries of any district organi zed hereunder nay
cooperate with the directors of such districts in the effectuation of
prograns and operations undertaken by the directors under the provisions
of this chapter

8§ 11-a. State aid to districts. (1) To aid districts in carrying out
t he purposes of this chapter, including, but not limted to, providing



techni cal assistance to | andowners, the state, within the anount
appropriated therefor, shall:

(a) Reinburse each soil and water conservation district to the extent
of fifty percent of the anpbunt expended by the district for the itens
specified in this paragraph, up to sixty thousand dollars per district
in any fiscal year. Reinbursenent pursuant to this paragraph shall be
limted to expenditures for the enploynent of conservation field
technicians or district managers, and the purchase of supplies and
equi pnrent related to these positions, for the purpose of supervising or
provi di ng techni cal assistance for the establishnment and inpl enentation
of soil and water conservation practices in accordance with prograns
undertaken by the district. At the end of each cal endar year, verified
and detailed clainms for such rei nbursenent shall be submitted to the
state soil and water conservation commttee in such form and nmanner and
contai ning such information as the state soil and water conservation
commttee, the comm ssioner of agriculture and nmarkets and the state
conptroller may require. Notw thstanding any other provision of this
chapter, the soil and water conservation district of New York city shal
be consi dered the equivalent of five districts when reinbursed in
accordance with the provisions of this paragraph.

(b) Wthin anounts avail abl e, provide financial assistance to each
soil and water conservation district in an anount of up to six thousand
dollars, in addition to the rei mbursenent provi ded under paragraph (a)
of this subdivision, for the purposes of carrying out projects which
conserve, restore and enhance the soil and water resources of this
state; assist in the inplenentation of agricultural best managenent
practices; prevent and reduce agricultural and non-agricul tural
nonpoi nt - source water pollution; assist in the control of floods and
mtigate flood damage; protect and restore streans and wetl ands; protect
and restore wildlife and aquatic habitat; assist in the drainage of
agricultural lands; prevent inpairnent of danms and reservoirs; control
stormnvat er run-off, including fromconstruction sites; assist in
mai ntai ning the navigability of rivers and harbors; reduce
agriculturally-generated air pollution; assist the agricultural
production of green energy; protect open space; collect and di spose of
pestici des; manage public | ands; and protect and nmanage rural and urban
forests. For purposes of this paragraph, the soil and water conservation



of New York city shall be considered the equivalent of five districts.

(c) Wthin anounts avail abl e, financial assistance to each soil and
wat er conservation district, in addition to the anmounts provi ded under
par agraphs (a) and (b) of this subdivision shall be distributed equally
to districts that qualify pursuant to performance standards to be
established by the soil and water conservation conmttee and the
commi ssi oner of the departnment of agriculture and markets in rules and
regul ati ons. Such standards shall include, but not be limted to, (i)
denonstrating the extent and sufficiency of district board activity
i ncl udi ng board operations, financial oversight and training; (ii)
district reporting requirenents, including annual reports and respondi ng
to the state conmttee, and public outreach and education activities;
(iii) the quality of the delivery of state natural resource conservation
prograns including appropriate certifications, training, tinely
conpl etion of projects, and conpliance with reporting; (iv) the ability
of the district to use such funding to | everage additional funds from
| ocal, federal and private sources; and (v) the ability to pronote
partnershi ps and assi st | ocal governnments and non-gover nment al
or gani zati ons.

(2) Reinbursenment and funding pursuant to this section, when approved
by the state soil and water conservation comttee and the comm ssi oner
of agriculture and markets, shall be paid out of the state treasury from
funds appropriated and nade avail able for the purposes of this section
upon audit and warrant of the state conptroller on vouchers certified by
the state soil and water conservation conmmttee and the conm ssioner of
agriculture and nmarkets in the manner provided by |aw.

(3) The comm ssioner of agriculture and narkets and the state soil and
wat er conservation commttee are each enpowered to promul gate such rules
and regul ations and to prescribe such fornms as each shall deem necessary
to effectuate the purposes of this section.

8 11-b. Agricultural nonpoint source abatenment and control projects.
1. Subject to the availability of funds appropriated therefor, a
mat chi ng grant programis established to fund agricultural nonpoint
source abatenent and control projects that neet the following criteria:



a. the project nust consist of activities or plans which wl|
identify, reduce, abate, control or prevent nonpoint source pollution
originating fromagricultural sources;

b. the project nust be proposed for inplenmentation by a district or
group of districts acting jointly;

c. the project nust identify agricultural nonpoint sources of
pol luti on or propose to inplenent best managenent practices, as defined
in section three of this chapter; and

d. the district or districts nmust have funds available to pay for its
share of the eligible project costs.

2. Applications for matching grants shall contain the foll ow ng
i nf ormati on:

a. the name and | ocation of the water body and the nonpoi nt source
probl emto be addressed;

b. identification of the best managenent practices to be inplenented,
i f applicable;

c. a cost estinmate for the proposed project;

d. the source of funds available to the district to pay for its share
of the eligible costs;

e. information sufficient to denonstrate that the criteria in
subdi vi sion one of this section have been net; and

f. such further information as may be required by the commttee
t hrough regul ati ons.

3. In awarding grants the committee shall give preference to those
projects located in priority water bodies identified pursuant to section
17- 1407 of the environmental conservation |aw. The committee shall also



give preference to projects proposed to pronote participation or further
the priorities of the agricultural environnmental managenent (AEM
programas set forth in article eleven-A of the agriculture and narkets
| aw.

4. Eligible costs that nmay be funded pursuant to this section are
architectural and engi neering services, plans and specifications,
i ncl udi ng wat ershed based or individual agricultural nonpoint source
pol | uti on assessnents, consultant and |egal services, conservation
easenents and associ ated transaction costs specific to title
thirty-three of article fifteen of the environnmental conservation |aw
and ot her direct expenses related to project inplenentation.

5. State assistance paynents pursuant to this section shall be up to a
maxi nrum of seventy-five percent of the eligible costs, as determ ned
pursuant to subdivision four of section 17-1409 of the environnental
conservation law, for any specified project. Such maxi num shall be
i ncreased by a percentage equal to the percentage of the total eligible
costs for such specified projects that are contributed by the owner or
operator of agricultural |and upon which such specified project is being
conduct ed, provided, however, that in no event shall the total of such
state assi stance paynents exceed ei ghty-seven and one-hal f percent of
such eligible costs for any specified project.

6. The conmittee may adopt rules and regul ati ons necessary to
ef fectuate the purposes of this section.

7. Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of law, a concentrated ani mal
feeding operation permtted pursuant to title seven or eight of article
seventeen of the environnmental conservation |aw shall be treated as a
nonpoi nt source for purposes of qualifying for funding pursuant to this
secti on.

8§ 12. Discontinuance of districts. (1) The county board of any county
or the city council of the city of New York which, by resolution, has
declared the county or the city of New York to be a soil and water



conservation district, nay at any tine after five years fromthe passage
of said resolution, and after determ ning that a substantial proportion
of the rural land occupiers of the district so desire, repeal said
resolution at a regular or special neeting of said board or council,
providing witten notice of intended action on such resolution, together
with the basis for action, is provided by the county board or city
council to the state soil and water conservation commttee at | east
thirty days before action is taken on such resolution. This

determ nati on nay be nade through hearings, petitions or referenda.

(2) Upon the repeal of the resolution which declared the county or the
city of New York to be a soil and water conservation district, the
directors nay not enter into any nore contracts or agreenents on behal f
of the district, and all rules and regul ations theretofore adopted and
in force within such district shall be of no further force and effect.
Such district, however, shall continue for the purpose of fulfilling its
contracts, discharging any existing obligations, collecting and
distributing its assets and doing all other acts required to adjust and
wind up its affairs.

(3) Upon the repeal by the county board or the city council of the
resol ution declaring the county or the city of New York to be a soil and
wat er conservation district, the directors shall at public auction
di spose of all property belonging to the district as soon as said
property is no | onger needed by the district to fulfill any existing
contracts, and shall forthwith pay over the proceeds of such sale, after
payi ng the necessary costs of the sale, into the county or the city of
New York treasury. The directors shall, at |least ten days prior to the
hol di ng of such public auction, notify the state comrttee of the
property proposed to be sold thereat, and after such sale shall render
to the county board or the city council and to the state conmittee a
report of such sale, specifying the property sold, the anmount received
therefore, and the disposition of the proceeds. Such report of the sale
shall al so be acconpanied by a list of the renmining property of the
district still undisposed of.

ARTI CLE 1]
SEPARABI LI TY CLAUSE; | NCONSI STENCY W TH OTHER ACTS;



EFFECTI VE DATE
Section 13. Separability clause.
14. I nconsistency with other acts.
15. Effective date.

8§ 13. Separability clause. If any provisions of this chapter or the
application of any provision to any person or circunstance, is held
invalid, the remai nder of the chapter, and the application of such
provi sion to other persons or circunstances, shall not be affected
t her eby.

8§ 14. Inconsistency with other acts. Insofar as any of the provisions
of this chapter are inconsistent with the provisions of any other |aw,
the provisions of this chapter shall be controlling.

8§ 15. Effective date. This chapter shall take effect immediately.



