8§ 97. Lowincone home energy assistance program 1. The departnent is
aut hori zed to devel op and submt to the governor the application and
plan required by title twenty-six of the federal omni bus budget
reconciliation act of nineteen hundred ei ghty-one, and to anmend and to
t ake what ever other action may be necessary with respect to such plan,
including, but not limted to, acting for the state in any negotiations
relative to the subm ssion of such plan, and maki ng such arrangenents
and taking such action, not inconsistent with law, as nay be required to
submit, inplenent, adm nister and operate such plan, and to secure for
the state the benefits avail abl e under such act.

2. Each social services district shall be required, in accordance with
the state plan and federal regulations, to participate in the federal
| ow-i ncome hone energy assistance programand to assist eligible
househol ds found in such districts to obtain |owincone honme energy
assi stance. However, only those persons who qualify for | owincone hone
energy assistance in accordance with federal and state requirenents, and
st andards pronul gated by the departnent, shall be certified as eligible
for and entitled to receive said hone energy assi stance. No person,
however, shall be certified as eligible for and entitled to receive said
hone energy assistance if no federal funds are avail able for such
pur pose.

3. Any inconsistent provision of |aw notw thstanding, the anmount of
any honme energy assi stance paynents or allowances provided to an
el i gi bl e househol d under said plan shall not be considered i ncone or
resources of such househol ds, or of any nenber thereof, for any purpose
under any federal or state law, including any law relating to taxation,
food stanps, public assistance or other benefits avail abl e pursuant to
this chapter

4. Expenditures made by a social services district pursuant to the
federal |owincome hone energy assistance program including the costs
of admi nistration, shall be subject to one hundred percent rei nbursenent
by the state, if and for so long as federal funds are available for the
full anpbunt of such expenditures.



5. No less than fifteen percent of the funds available to New York
state under the federal |owincone honme energy assistance program shal
be used for |ow cost residential weatherization or other energy-rel ated
hone repair for |owincone households, as follows:

a. No less than ten percent of the funds available to New York state
under the federal |owincone hone energy assistance program shall be
al l ocated to the division of housing and conmunity renewal, the housing
trust fund corporation, or the housing finance agency as desi gnated by
the division of housing and conmunity renewal for the weatherization
assi stance program and ot her | ow cost residential weatherization or
ot her energy-related hone repair for |owincone households. Al such
prograns and expenditures shall be provided in the annual New York state
weat heri zati on assi stance program state plan or by agreenment with the
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance.

b. Adm nistrative funds to inplenent the programdescribed in this
subdi vision at the state and | ocal levels shall be set at ten percent of
the total anmount allocated to the division of housing and comunity
renewal . Administrative nonies shall be derived fromfunds identified by
the division of the budget as that portion of the hone energy assistance
programgrant reported to the federal departnent of health and human
services for state adm nistration of such program



