8§ 494. Amendments to and appeal s of substantiated reports of abuse or
neglect. 1. (a) At any tinme subsequent to the conpletion of an
i nvestigation of an allegation of abuse or neglect, but in no event
| ater than thirty days after the subject of the report is notified that
the report is substantiated, the subject nmay request that the vul nerable
persons' central register anend the findings of the report. If the
regi ster does not amend the findings of the report in accordance with
such request, the subject shall have the right to be heard before an
adm nistrative |law judge, to determ ne whether the findings of the
report shoul d be anended on the grounds that they are inaccurate or
i nconsi stent with the provisions in this article. The office shal
establish an appeal s process by which the subject of the report is
notified of the right to appeal and the procedure by which he or she may
chal l enge the determ nation that a report is substantiated, with a de
novo standard of review.

(b) I'f the adm nistrative |aw judge determ nes that the justice center
failed to prove by a preponderance of the evidence the finding that the
subject conmtted the act or acts of abuse or neglect, the justice
center shall anend the record to reflect that such a finding was nade,
and shall pronptly notify the subject of the report and any ot her
persons or entities previously notified of the existence of the report
of the anended finding. Such report shall be sealed in accordance with
the standards set forth in section four hundred ninety-six of this
article.

2. The justice center is authorized to make any appropriate order
respecting the anmendnent of such findings of a report to nake it
accurate or consistent with the requirenents of this article.



