8 481-c. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Donestic violence" shall nean any crinme or violation, as defined
in the penal |aw, which has been alleged to have been commtted by any
famly or househol d nmenber agai nst any nenber of the sanme famly or
househol d.

2. "Famly or household nmenbers" shall mean persons rel ated by
consanguinity or affinity or unrel ated persons who are continually or at
regular intervals living or in the past continually or at regul ar
intervals lived in the same househol d, including victinms and persons
accused of having commtted acts of donestic violence.

3. "Child abuse and nmaltreatnment” shall have the sanme nmeani ng as
provided for in section four hundred twel ve of this chapter.

4. "Public agency" shall mean a |ocal office, board, departnent,
bureau, comm ssion, division, agency, other instrunentality of | ocal
governnment, or public or private educational institution.

5. "Fam |y violence" shall nmean any act which would constitute
donestic violence as defined in subdivision one of this section or any
act which would constitute child abuse and naltreatnment as defined in
subdi vi sion three of this section.

6. "Primary prevention"” shall mean strengthening famly functioning to
insure that famly viol ence never takes place or is less likely to
occur. Primary prevention shall include: educating famly or household
menbers or prospective parents in order to avoid patterns which can | ead
to famly violence; increasing in-home services to new and prospective
parents; strengthening the rel ationships anbng comrunity resources,
child protective service units and citizen groups to pronote and
encour age the devel opnent of famly violence prevention prograns;

i ncreasi ng the awareness of professionals and the public to the effects
of stress, social isolation and the |ack of social and parenting skills
for the purpose of naking avail abl e progranms deened hel pful for children
and adults; and any ot her program deened hel pful in the primry



prevention of famly viol ence.

7. "Secondary prevention"” shall nean addressing the early signs of
famly violence or risk of famly violence through treatnent of
presenting problens to prevent further problens from devel oping.
Secondary prevention shall include: providing supportive services and
tenporary shelter to famly or household nenbers who are consi dered at
risk of famly violence; strengthening self-help groups conposed of
individuals with a history of or at risk of fam |y violence; increasing
i n-home services to fanmilies at risk of violence; pronoting and
encour agi ng the devel opnent of comunity resources for the treatnent of,
and inproving the response to famly violence; providing information and
referral services to resources and/ or establishing |inkages anong
services which are in the community; and any other program deened
hel pful in the treatnent of persons at risk of famly viol ence.

8. "Fam |y resource and support progrant shall nean a conmunity-based,
prevention focused entity that:

(a) provides, through direct service, core services, including:

(1) parent education, support and | eadership services, together with
services characterized by rel ati onshi ps between parents and
prof essionals that are based on equality and respect, and designed to
assi st parents in acquiring parenting skills, |earning about child
devel opnment, and respondi ng appropriately to the behavior of their
chil dren;

(2) services to facilitate the ability of parents to serve as
resources to one another (such as through nutual support and parent
sel f-hel p groups);

(3) outreach services provided through voluntary hone visits and ot her
nmet hods to assist parents in beconm ng aware of and able to participate
in famly resources and support program activities;

(4) comunity and social services to assist famlies in obtaining
comunity resources; and

(5) followup services;

(b) provides, or arranges for the provision of, other core services
t hrough contracts or agreenents with other |ocal agencies, including al
forms of respite care services; and



(c) provides access to optional services, directly or by contract,
purchase of service, or interagency agreenent, including:

(1) child care, early childhood devel opnment and early intervention
servi ces;

(2) referral to self-sufficiency and |ife nmanagenent skills training;

(3) referral to education services, such as scholastic tutoring,
literacy training, and general educational degree services;

(4) referral to services providing job readi ness skills;

(5) child abuse and negl ect prevention activities;

(6) referral to services that famlies with children with disabilities
or special needs may require;

(7) comunity and social service referral, including early
devel opnent al screeni ng of children;

(8) peer counseling;

(9) referral for substance abuse counseling and treatnent; and

(10) help line services.



