8§ 464-d. Program established. 1. The conm ssioner is authorized to
establish within the departnent a rural human services networKking
program for the purpose of assisting human services providers in rural
areas who seek to participate in the program as hereinafter provided, to
devel op pilot projects to address intense social problens through the
creation of contracts or joint or cooperative agreenents. Such pil ot
projects shall capitalize on the strength of existing providers by
pronoting the sharing of resources and service delivery in rural areas,
with the goal of reducing total cost to both consunmers and providers
while increasing the availability and accessibility of human services in
such areas. Pilot projects shall also serve to identify nethods of
overcom ng i npedinents to the joint provision of integrated and
cost-effective human services in rural areas.

2. Wthin one hundred twenty days after the effective date of this
article, the comm ssioner, with the advice and gui dance of the advisory
commttee, shall establish and give public notice of the existence of
the rural human services networking program and the availability of
conpetitive grants to human services providers interested in undertaking
pilot projects pursuant to the provisions of this article. At that tine
t he conm ssioner shall also distribute information on such program and
application forms and procedures to eligible hunman servi ces providers.

3. In order to inplenment the rural human services networ ki ng program
t he conm ssioner shall, within the amounts appropriated therefor,
provide grants to eligible applicants on a conpetitive basis. No grant
for a pilot project shall be awarded by the conmm ssioner unless the
application for such grant has been reviewed by state agencies which
license or certify the applicant agencies and any comments on such
proposal s are consi dered by the comm ssioner. To be eligible for a grant
under this article, each application shall be submtted pursuant to a
contract or joint or cooperative agreenent on behalf of two or nore
| ocal or regional hunan services providers intending to inplenment a
pilot project in a rural area. Applications shall be submitted to the
commi ssi oner on such fornms and at such tines as the comm ssioner shal
prescri be, and conpl eted applications shall be approved or di sapproved
Wi thin ninety days of submi ssion. In the event the comm ssioner



determ nes that a grant application is inconplete, or where waivers of
any regul ati ons are requested by an applicant, the comm ssioner shal
have an additional ninety days to act upon such application.

4. In determ ning whether an application shall be approved and funds
awar ded pursuant to this article, the conm ssioner shall give priority
consideration to applications received from human services providers
intending to inplenent a pilot project in the nost sparsely popul at ed
rural areas, as shall be previously determ ned by the comm ssioner, in
conjunction with the advisory conmmttee. In addition, the conm ssioner
shal | consider, but such consideration shall not be limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

a. The specific objectives and description of the proposed pil ot
project, including denonstrated awareness of the | evel of hunman services
currently being provided within the service area;

b. The degree to which the proposed pilot project would neet |ocal or
regi onal hunman servi ces needs;

c. The denonstrated ability of the applicants to undertake the pil ot
proj ect ;

d. The contribution the project would nake toward the identification
and devel opnent of innovative delivery systens;

e. The degree to which the proposal would enhance the delivery or
i nprove the availability and accessibility of services with respect to

the full conti nuum of human servi ces needs;

f. The degree to which continuity of care would be fostered and
I mproved,;

g. The degree to which the proposal woul d enhance cost efficiency and
access to hunman services by popul ations in need of such services;

h. The degree to which information sharing, conmunication, and



cooperati on between providers and consuners woul d be fostered;

i . The degree to which econom es of scale in both the supply and
demand of services woul d be addressed;

j. The denonstrated | evel of conmtnent and support for the project
expressed by the community, |ocal governnment body or bodies, and ot her
| ocal or regional hunman services providers;

k. The inpact the proposed pilot project will have on state agencies
provi di ng services or funds for human services prograns in the area, as
determ ned by the comm ssioner after consulting with such agencies;

| . The consistency of the proposed pilot project with the provisions
of article forty-one of the nental hygiene | aw, and

m Any potential |oss of funds or state or federal aid to which
provi ders may now be entitled, including but not limted to nedicaid
funds, and the actions to be taken by the applicant and by the
commi ssioner to ensure the continuation of the same anount of funds or
ai d.

5. The commi ssioner or his or her duly authorized representative nay
neet with representatives of the applicants for the informal discussion
of prelimnary and informal plans for a proposed project and may provide
such techni cal assistance as nmay be requested to inplenent an approved
proj ect.

6. Pilot projects shall be approved for a tinme period not to exceed
three years. Wthin the anmounts appropriated therefor, the conm ssioner
shal | approve pilot project grant awards of not |ess than ten thousand
dollars nor nore than fifty thousand dollars per pilot project in any
one cal endar year. Such grants may be renewed annually for up to three
consecutive years, subject to the availability of funds. Funds awarded
to each recipient in the second and third years nay be the sane anount
as the grant received in the first year, or may be a | esser anmount, with
t he amounts of such awards determ ned in accordance with the nature of



t he approved pilot project, the nunber of delivery and consumner

agenci es, and the number of clients to be served. If the comm ssioner
determ nes that a grant is being used for purposes other than those
which are in conformty with this article, the comm ssioner may wi t hdraw
approval of the project and require repaynent of all or part of such
grant to the state. The comm ssioner shall cause reports to be prepared
and submtted for each project by the grantees at such times and in such
manner as are consistent with the purposes of this article.

7. For the purpose of pronoting innovative approaches and naxi num
effectiveness in the utilization of state and | ocal nonies, and
not wi t hst andi ng any other provisions of |aw, the comm ssioner may waive
any departnental regul ations that nay inpede the successful
i npl enmentation and testing of a pilot project, provided that there is a
finding by the conm ssioner that the general welfare of the people
recei ving human services will not be inpaired. In addition, the
commi ssi oner shall consult with federal, state, and local officials with
respect to securing their cooperation in coordinating related prograns
and in seeking necessary regulatory waivers, in order to assure the
ef fective operation of any pilot project. Notw thstanding any other
provi sions of law, at the request of the comm ssioner, on behalf of an
applicant, the comm ssioner or director of any other state agency or
departnment shall be authorized to waive any applicable regul ations of
such agency or departnent that may i npede the successful inplenentation
of a pilot project, provided there is a finding that the general welfare
of the people receiving human services will not be inpaired.

8. Upon the request of an applicant, the conmm ssioner or his or her
duly authorized representative may render to such applicant such
techni cal services and assi stance as the departnment nay possess or as
may be available to it in order to enable the applicant to carry out the
project and terns of such contract.



