8§ 459-b. Residential services for victins of domestic violence. In
accordance with section one hundred thirty-one-u of this chapter and the
regul ati ons of the office of children and fam |y services, a soci al
services district shall offer and provide necessary and avail abl e
energency shelter and services for up to ninety days at a residenti al
program for victins of domestic violence to a victimof donestic
vi ol ence who was residing in the social services district at the tinme of
the all eged donmestic violence whether or not such victimis eligible for
public assistance. Two forty-five day extensions of necessary and
avai |l abl e enmergency shelter may be granted beyond the nmaxi num | ength of
stay at a residential programfor victinms of donestic violence for
residents who continue to be in need of emergency services and tenporary
shelter. If the victimof domestic violence has a service aninmal as such
termis defined in section one hundred twenty-three-b of the agriculture
and markets |aw, or therapy dog as such termis defined in section one
hundred ei ght of the agriculture and nmarkets |aw, respectively, such
service ani mal or therapy dog shall be allowed to acconpany the victim
at the residential program authorized pursuant to this section, so |ong
as such acconpani nent woul d not create an undue burden as defined by
section two hundred ninety-six of the executive |aw.

Wher e such acconpani nent woul d constitute an undue burden, the
residential programshall neke reasonable efforts to facilitate
pl acement of such animal at an off-site animal care facility or if
reasonabl e efforts fail, provide referral to one or nore off-site animal
care facilities. Such off-site aninmal care may include, but not be
limted to, boarding at a veterinary hospital or under the auspices of a
duly incorporated humane society, or duly incorporated ani nal protection
associ ati on approved for such purpose by the departnment of agriculture
and markets.

Not hing in this section shall be construed to Iimt any rights or
obl i gati ons provided pursuant to federal or state |law, including but not
limted to providing reasonabl e accommodati ons for individuals with
di sabilities.



