8§ 459-a. Definitions. As used in this article: 1. "Victimof donestic
vi ol ence" neans any person over the age of sixteen, any married person
or any parent acconpani ed by his or her mnor child or children in
situations in which such person or such person's child is a victimof an
act which would constitute a violation of the penal |aw, including, but
not limted to acts constituting disorderly conduct, harassnent,
aggravat ed harassnment, sexual m sconduct, forcible touching, sexual
abuse, stal king, crimnal mschief, nenacing, reckless endangernent,
ki dnappi ng, assault, attenpted assault, attenpted nurder, crim nal
obstruction of breathing or blood circulation, strangulation, identity
theft, grand | arceny or coercion; and

(i) such act or acts have resulted in actual physical or enotional
injury or have created a substantial risk of physical or enotional harm
to such person or such person's child; and

(ii) such act or acts are or are alleged to have been comritted by a
famly or househol d nenber.

2. "Famly or household nmenbers" nmean the follow ng individuals:

(a) persons related by consanguinity or affinity;

(b) persons legally married to one anot her;

(c) persons formerly married to one another regardl ess of whether they
still reside in the sane househol d;

(d) persons who have a child in common regardl ess of whether such
persons are married or have |lived together at any tine;

(e) unrel ated persons who are continually or at regular intervals
living in the sanme household or who have in the past continually or at
regular intervals lived in the sane househol d;

(f) persons who are not related by consanguinity or affinity and who
are or have been in an intinmate rel ati onshi p regardl ess of whether such
persons have |lived together at any tinme. Factors that may be consi dered
in determ ning whether a relationship is an "intimte relationship"”

i nclude, but are not limted to: the nature or type of relationship,
regardl ess of whether the relationship is sexual in nature; the
frequency of interaction between the persons; and the duration of the
rel ati onship. Neither a casual acquaintance nor ordinary fraternization
bet ween two individuals in business or social contexts shall be deened
to constitute an "intimte relationship"; or



(g) any other category of individuals deened to be a victim of
donestic violence as defined by the office of children and famly
services in regulation

3. "Parent” neans a natural or adoptive parent or any individual
lawful ly charged with a mnor child s care or custody.

4. "Residential programfor victinms of donestic violence" nmeans any
residential care programcertified by the departnent and operated by a
not-for-profit organization in accordance with the regul ations of the
departnment for the purpose of providing energency shelter, services and
care to victinms of donestic violence. Residential prograns for victins
of donestic violence shall include, but shall not be [imted to:

(a) "Donestic violence shelters”, which shall include any residenti al
care facility organi zed for the exclusive purpose of providi ng energency
shelter, services and care to victins of donestic violence and their
m nor children, if any;

(b) "Donestic violence prograns” which shall include any facility
whi ch otherwi se neets or would neet the requirenents of paragraph (a) of
t hi s subdi vi sion, except that victins of donestic violence and their
m nor children, if any, constitute at |east seventy percent of the
clientele of such program and

(c) "Safe hone networks" which shall include any organi zed network of
private homes offering energency shelter and services to victins of
donestic violence and their mnor children, if any. Such network shal
be coordinated by a not-for-profit organi zation.

5. "Non-residential programfor victinms of donestic violence" means
any program operated by a not-for-profit organization, for the purpose
of providing non-residential services to victinms of donestic violence,
i ncluding, but not limted to, information and referral services,
advocacy, counseling, and comrunity educati on and outreach activities
and providing or arranging for hotline services. Victins of donestic
violence and their children, if any, shall constitute at |east seventy
percent of the clientele of such prograns.



