8§ 455. Fair hearings. 1. Any person aggrieved by the decision of a
soci al services official or an official of the office of children and
famly services not to nake a paynent or paynents pursuant to this title
or to make such paynent or paynents in an i nadequate or inappropriate
amount or the failure of a social services official or an official of
the office of children and famly services to determ ne an application
under this title within thirty days after filing, may appeal to the
office of children and fam |y services which shall review the case, give
such person an opportunity for a fair hearing thereon, and render its
decision within thirty days. The office of children and fam |y services
may al so, on its own notion, review any such deci sion nmade by a soci al
services official or any case in which a decision has not been nade
within the tine specified. Al decisions of the office of children and
famly services shall be binding upon the social services district
i nvol ved and shall be conplied with by the social services official
t her eof .

2. The only issues which may be raised in a fair hearing under this
section are (a) whether the social services official or an official of
the office of children and famly services has inproperly denied an
application for paynents under this title, or (b) whether the social
services official or an official of the office of children and famly
services has inproperly discontinued paynments under this title, or (c)
whet her the social services official or an official of the office of
children and famly services has determ ned the anmount of the paynents
made or to be made in violation of the provisions of this title or the
regul ations of the office of children and fam |y services pronul gated
her eunder, or (d) whether the social services official inproperly
refused to certify the individual preferred by a child for certification
as the representative payee or inproperly denied a request by a child to
revoke the certification of a representative payee pursuant to section
four hundred fifty-three of this title.

3. When an issue is raised as to whether a social services official or
an official of the departnent has inproperly denied an application for
paynments under this title, the departnent shall affirmsuch denial if:
(a) the child is not a hard to place child or a handi capped child or (b)



there is anot her approved adoptive parent or parents who is or are
willing to accept the placenent of the child in his or their hone

Wi t hout paynent under this title within sixty days of such denial and
pl acenment of the child with such other parent or parents would not be
contrary to the best interests of the child.

4. The provisions of subdivisions two and four of section twenty-two
of this chapter shall apply to fair hearings held and appeal s taken
pursuant to this section.



