8§ 451. Definitions. As used in this title:

1. "Child" shall mean a person under the age of twenty-one years whose
guar di anshi p and custody have been commtted to a social services
official or a voluntary authorized agency, or whose guardi anship and
cust ody have been committed to a certified or approved foster parent
pursuant to a court order prior to such person's eighteenth birthday,
except as provided in paragraph (g) of subdivision three of section
three hundred eighty-four-b of this article and section six hundred
thirty-one of the famly court act. A "child" shall also nean a person
under the age of twenty-one years whose care and custody have been
transferred prior to such person's eighteenth birthday to a soci al
services official or a voluntary authorized agency pursuant to section
one thousand fifty-five of the famly court act or section three hundred
eighty-four-a of this article, whose parents are deceased or where one
parent is deceased and the other parent is not a person entitled to
notice pursuant to section one hundred el even-a of the donestic
rel ations | aw, and where such official or agency consents to the
adopti on of such person in accordance with section one hundred thirteen
of the domestic relations |aw.

2. "Handi capped child" shall nean a child who possesses a specific
physical, nmental or enotional condition or disability of such severity
or kind which, in accordance with regul ati ons of the departnent, would
constitute a significant obstacle to the child s adoption.

3. "Hard to place child" shall mean a child, other than a handi capped
child, (a) who has not been placed for adoption within six nonths from
the date his guardianship and custody were conmtted to the soci al
services official or a voluntary authorized agency, or (b) who has not
been placed for adoption within six nonths fromthe date a previous
adoption placenent term nated and the child was returned to the care of
the social services official or a voluntary authorized agency, or (c)
who possesses or presents any personal or famlial attribute, condition,
probl em or characteristic which, in accordance with regul ations of the
departnment, would be an obstacle to the child's adoption,
notwi t hstandi ng the child has been in the guardi anship and custody of



the social services official or a voluntary authorized agency for |ess
t han six nont hs.

4. (a) "Board rate" shall nean an anobunt equal to the nonthly paynent
whi ch has been or woul d have been nmade by a social services official, in
accordance with section three hundred ninety-ei ght-a and ot her
provi sions of this chapter, for the care and mai ntenance of the child,

i f such child had been boarded out in a foster fam |y boardi ng hone.
Such rate shall reflect annual increases in roomand board rates and
cl ot hing replacenent all owances.

(b) When a child is placed for adoption by a social services official
or a voluntary authorized agency with adoptive parents residing in
anot her social services district, the "board rate" shall nean the board
rate of the social services district placing the child for adoption or
the social services district in which the adoptive parents reside.

5. "Persons" shall include a single person eligible to adopt a child
as well as a couple eligible therefor.

6. "Voluntary authorized agency"” shall nmean an aut horized agency as
defined in paragraphs (a) and (c) of subdivision ten of section three
hundred seventy-one of this article.

7. "Social services official" shall nean a county comm ssioner of
soci al services, a city comm ssioner of social services, or an Indian
tribe with which the departnment has entered into an agreenent to provide
adoption services in accordance w th subdivision tw of section
thirty-nine of this chapter



