8 447-b. Services for exploited children. 1. Notw thstandi ng any
i nconsi stent provision of [aw, pursuant to regulations of the office of
children and famly services, every local social services district shal
as a conponent of the district's nmulti-year consolidated services child
wel fare services plan address the child wel fare servi ces needs of
sexual ly exploited children and to the extent that funds are avail able
specifically therefor ensure that a short-term safe house or another
short-term safe placenent such as an approved runaway and honel ess youth
program approved respite or crisis programproviding crisis
i ntervention or respite services or community-based programto serve
sexual ly exploited children is available to children residing in such
district. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a | ocal social services
district fromutilizing existing respite or crisis intervention services
al ready operated by such social services district or homel ess youth
prograns or services for victinms of human trafficking pursuant to
article ten-D of this chapter so long as the staff nenbers have received
appropriate training approved by the office of children and famly
services regarding sexually exploited children and the existing prograns
and facilities provide a safe, secure and appropriate environnent for
sexual ly exploited children. Crisis intervention services, short-term
safe house care and comuni ty-based programm ng may, where appropriate,
be provided by the sanme not-for-profit agency. Local social services
districts may work cooperatively to provide such short-term safe house
or other short-term safe placenent, services and programm ng and access
to such placenent, services and programm ng may be provided on a
regi onal basis, provided, however, that every |ocal social services
district shall to the extent that funds are avail abl e ensure that such
pl acenment, services and prograns shall be readily accessible to sexually
exploited children residing within the district.

2. Al of the services created under this title may, to the extent
possi bl e provided by |aw, be available to all sexually exploited
chil dren whet her they are accessed voluntarily, as a condition of an
adj ournnment in contenplation of dismssal issued in crimnal court,
t hrough the diversion services created under section seven hundred
thirty-five of the famly court act, through a proceedi ng under article
three of the famly court act, a proceeding under article ten of the



famly court act or through a referral froma |ocal social services
agency.

3. The capacity of the crisis intervention services and
comuni ty-based prograns in subdivision one of this section shall be
based on the nunber of sexually exploited children in each district who
are in need of such services. A determ nation of such need shall be nade
in two thousand ten and every five years thereafter in every soci al
services district by the |ocal comm ssioner of social services and be
included in the integrated county plan. Such determ nation shall be nade
in consultation with |Iocal |aw enforcenent, runaway and honel ess youth
program provi ders, |ocal probation departnents, |ocal social services
commi ssi oners, the runaway and honel ess youth coordi nator for the |ocal
soci al services district, local |aw guardi ans, presentnent agencies,
public defenders and district attorney's offices and child advocates and
services providers who work directly with sexually exploited youth.

4. In determning the need for and capacity of the services created
under this section, each |ocal social services district shall recognize
that sexually exploited youth have separate and distinct service needs
according to gender and, where a |ocal social services district
determ nes that the need exists, to the extent that funds are avail abl e,
appropriate progranmm ng shall be made avail abl e.

5. To the extent funds are specifically appropriated therefor, the
office of children and fam |y services shall contract with an
appropriate not-for-profit agency with experience working with sexually
exploited children to operate at |east one |ong-termsafe house in a
geographically appropriate area of the state which shall provide safe
and secure |long term housing and specialized services for sexually
expl oited children throughout the state. The appropri ateness of the
geographi c | ocation shall be determ ned taking into account the areas of
the state with high nunbers of sexually exploited children and the need
for sexually exploited children to find shelter and | ong term pl acenent
in a region that cannot be readily accessed by the perpetrators of
sexual exploitation. The need for nore than one |ong-term safe house
shall be determ ned by the office of children and fam |y services based



on the nunbers and geographi cal |ocation of sexually exploited children
within the state. Nothing herein shall be construed to preclude an
agency from applying for and accepting grants, gifts and bequests of
funds fromprivate individuals, foundations and the federal governnent
for the purpose of creating or carrying out the duties of a long-term
saf e house.

6. The | ocal social services conm ssioner nay, to the extent that
funds are available, in conjunction with the division of crimnal
justice services and |local |aw enforcenent officials, contract with an
appropriate not-for-profit agency with experience working with sexually
exploited children to train |law enforcenent officials who are likely to
encounter sexually exploited children in the course of their |aw
enforcenment duties on the provisions of this section and how to identify
and obtain appropriate services for sexually exploited children. Local
soci al services districts may work cooperatively to provide such
trai ning and such training may be provided on a regional basis. The
division of crimnal justice services shall assist |ocal social services
districts in obtaining any avail able funds for the purposes of
conducting |aw enforcenent training fromthe federal justice departnent
and the office of juvenile justice and delinguency prevention.



