8§ 447-a. Definitions. As used in this title:

1. The term"sexually exploited child" means any person under the age
of eighteen who has been subject to sexual exploitation because he or
she:

(a) is the victimof the crime of sex trafficking as defined in
section 230.34 of the penal law or the crime of sex trafficking of a
child as defined in section 230.34-a of the penal |aw,

(b) engages in any act as defined in section 230.00 of the penal |aw,

(c) is avictimof the crime of conpelling prostitution as defined in
section 230.33 of the penal |aw,

(d) engages in acts or conduct described in article two hundred
si xty-three of the penal |aw

2. The term"short-term safe house" neans a residential facility
operated by an authorized agency as defined in subdivision ten of
section three hundred seventy-one of this article including a
residential facility operating as part of a runaway and honel ess youth
crisis services programas defined in subdivision four of section five
hundred thirty-two-a of the executive law or a not-for-profit agency
W th experience in providing services to sexually exploited youth and
approved in accordance with the regul ations of the office of children
and famly services that provides energency shelter, services and care
to sexually exploited children including food, shelter, clothing,
nmedi cal care, counseling and appropriate crisis intervention services at
the tine they are taken into custody by |aw enforcenent and for the
duration of any | egal proceeding or proceedings in which they are either
the conpl aining witness or the subject child. The short-term safe house
shall also be available at the point in time that a child under the age
of eighteen has first conme into the custody of juvenile detention
officials, law enforcenent, local jails or the | ocal comm ssioner of
social services or is residing wwth the [ ocal runaway and honel ess youth
authority.

3. The term "advocate" neans an enpl oyee of the short-term safe house
defined in subdivision two of this section that has been trained to work
wi th and advocate for the needs of sexually exploited children. The



advocat e shall acconpany the child to all court appearances and w ||
serve as a liaison between the short-term safe house and the court.

4. The term "safe house"” nmeans a residential facility operated by an
aut hori zed agency as defined in subdivision ten of section three hundred
seventy-one of this article including a residential facility operating
as part of an approved runaway program as defined in subdivision four of
section five hundred thirty-two-a of the executive |aw or a
not-for-profit agency with experience in providing services to sexually
expl oited youth and approved in accordance with the regul ati ons of the
office of children and fam |y services that provides shelter for
sexual ly exploited children. In addition, a |ong-termsafe house may be
operated by a transitional independent |iving support program as defined
i n subdi vision six of section five hundred thirty-tws-a of the executive
| aw. A safe house serving sexually exploited children as defined in this
title shall provide or assist in securing necessary services for such
sexual ly exploited children either through direct provision of services,
or through witten agreenents with other conmunity and public agencies
for the provision of services including but not limted to housing,
assessnent, case managenent, nedical care, legal, nental health and
substance and al cohol abuse services. Were appropriate such safe house
i n accordance with a service plan for such sexually exploited child may
al so provide counseling and therapeutic services, educational services
including life skills services and planni ng services to successfully
transition residents back to the community. Nothing in the provisions of
this title or article nineteen-H of the executive | aw shall prevent a
child who is the subject of a proceedi ng which has not reached fi nal
di sposition fromresiding at the safe house for the duration of that
proceedi ng nor shall it prevent any sexually exploited child who is not
t he subject of a proceeding fromresiding at the safe house. An advocate
enpl oyed by a short-term safe house or other appropriate staff of a
short-term safe house shall, to the nmaxi num extent possible, preferably
within twenty-four hours but within no nore than seventy-two hours
following a sexually exploited child' s adm ssion into the program ot her
than pursuant to a court order, notify such child' s parent, guardian or
custodi an of his or her physical and enotional condition and the
ci rcunst ances surrounding the child s presence at the program unless



there are conpelling circunstances why the parent, guardi an or custodian
shoul d not be so notified. Were such circunstances exist, the advocate
or other appropriate staff nenber shall either file an appropriate
petition in the famly court, refer the youth to the | ocal soci al
services district, or in instances where abuse or neglect is suspected,
report such case pursuant to title six of this article.

5. The term "comrunity-based progran neans a program operated by a
not-for-profit organi zation that provides services such as street
outreach, voluntary drop-in services, peer counseling, individual
counseling, famly-therapy and referrals for services such as
educational and vocational training and health care. Any such
comuni ty-based program may al so work with the safe house serving
sexual ly exploited children as defined in this title to provide
transitional services to such children returning to the conmunity.



