8§ 446. Statew de automated child welfare information system (1) The
departnment shall promul gate regulations required to inplenent federa
requi renents for the establishment and admi nistration of a statew de
automated child welfare informati on system as required by applicable
federal statute and regulation. The regul ations shall set forth
standards for the tinmely subm ssion of data elenents relating to child
wel fare services, including foster care, adoption assistance, preventive
services, child protective services and other famly preservation and
fam |y support services.

(2) The statew de automated child welfare information systemshall be
designed to i nprove conveni ence to consuners of services and reduce the
adm ni strative burden of child welfare workers of social services
districts and their contracted agencies which provide direct services.
The statew de automated child welfare information system shall be
designed to provide conputers to the majority of individual child
wel fare workers of social services districts and their contracted
agenci es which provide direct child welfare services, allow such workers
and agencies to communi cate with and enter information directly into the
statew de autonmated child welfare information systemwhile preparing
requi red docunents and elimnate duplicate entry of information and
preparation of documents, and allow for direct determ nation of clains
and sanctions. The departnent shall imedi ately expand the existing
advi sory group of consuners, social services districts and their
contracted agencies and ot her persons with expertise in child welfare.
The statew de automated child welfare information system shall be
designed to permt conmunication with the famly courts and to protect
the confidentiality of individuals as prescribed by this chapter.



