8§ 429. Hone visiting. 1. In accordance with a plan devel oped by the
office of children and fam |y services and approved by the director of
t he budget and within the amounts which the director of the budget
det erm nes shoul d be nmade avail able therefor, such office, in
conjunction with the departnent of health, is authorized to issue grants
for hone visiting prograns to prevent child abuse and nal treat nment,
enhance positive parent child interactions, increase healthy outcones
for famlies and enpower famlies to devel op and achieve their
sel f-sufficiency goals. To the extent that federal funds are used to
support hone visiting progranms, such prograns nust be operated in
accordance with all applicable federal |aws and regul ations. To the
extent possible and appropriate, funding for the hone visiting program
shall be coordinated with other available funding to maxim ze the
effective use of federal, state and | ocal noneys and to pronote the
program s purposes.

2. Each hone visiting program funded under this section shall include,
but not be limted to, the follow ng activities:

(a) providing screening of famlies in the targeted geographical area
upon the birth of a child and prenatally, if possible;

(b) engagi ng those expectant parents and famlies with an infant
determned to be at risk of child abuse or nmaltreatnent and/or poor
heal th outconmes to participate in the hone visiting program

(c) providing hone visits by nurses or by community workers under the
supervision of a health or social services professional to those at risk
expectant parents and famlies who choose to participate in the program

(d) requiring the hone visitors to:

(i) assist parents in |earning about child devel opment principl es;

(ii) assist parents in accessing appropriate preventive health care
for their children and thensel ves; and

(iii) link the famlies to other supports and activities in the
comunity;

(e) determning the frequency of the home visiting services provided
to each participating famly based on the famly's needs;

(f) continuing honme visits for a particular famly until the child
enters school or a head start program when necessary; and

(g) assisting famlies to devel op and obtain the necessary supports to



achieve their self-sufficiency goals.

3. A request for proposals shall be issued to solicit applications for
hone visiting prograns. Priority for funding shall be given to
applicants fromcomunities identified as high need by such factors as
poverty rates, rates of adol escent pregnancy, rates of child abuse and
mal treatment, immunization rates and infant nortality rates.

4. Not-for-profit organizations and | ocal public agencies such as
comuni ty-based organi zations, famly resource centers, |local health
departnments, |ocal social services departnents, schools, hospitals and
ot her health agencies shall be eligible to apply for the grants
avai l abl e pursuant to this section.

5. Each applicant shall denonstrate anong ot her things:
(a) a working relationship with the applicable |ocal departnents of
heal th and social services and key services providers in the comunity;
(b) the commtnent of |ocal hospitals, prenatal clinics and early
i ntervention prograns servicing famlies in the targeted geographi cal
area to pronote the effective screening of famlies so that the program
can be offered to the maxi mum nunber of at-risk expectant parents and
fam i es possible;

(c) its admnistrative and fiscal viability and the comunity's
support for the honme visiting program and

(d) how the hone visiting programwould be integrated with other
avai |l abl e services, progranms and funding streans.

6. The conm ssioner of the office of children and famly services
shal | establish policies governing enrollees' rights and
confidentiality, and each hone visiting programshall, in accordance
wi th such policies, informenrollees of their rights, and of such
pol i cies governing confidentiality.

7. The office of children and famly services shall submt to the
governor and the | egislature by Decenber first, two thousand, and every
three years thereafter, a report which shall include a review of all the
hone visiting prograns funded under this section; and cormments and



reconmendat i ons based on a conprehensive eval uati on regardi ng the nost
effective nodels for providing home visiting services and statutory
changes which could inprove the state's ability to prevent child abuse
and maltreatnent, inprove healthy outcones for famlies and enpower
famlies to devel op and obtain their self-sufficiency goals.

8. Any home visiting programthat neets the criteria delineated in
this section as determ ned by factors set by the office of children and
famly services and the departnent of health, regardl ess of whether such
program contracts with or receives funding fromthe state, may provide
the necessary information to such offices as is required by subdivision
(i) of section seventeen of this chapter or paragraph (w) of subdivision
one of section two hundred one of the public health law in order for
their programto be made avail able on the internet mapping resource
mai nt ai ned by the council on children and fanm |ies pursuant to section
four hundred eighty-three-h of this chapter.



