8§ 423. Child protective service responsibilities and organization;
pur chase of service and rei nbursenent of cost; local plan. 1. (a) Every
| ocal departnment of social services shall establish a "child protective
service" within such departnment. The child protective service shal
perform those functions assigned by this title to it and only such
others that would further the purposes of this title. Local soci al
services departnments shall distribute the |aws, regul ati ons and policies
of the departnent pursuant to section four hundred twenty-one of this
article to any society for the prevention of cruelty to children which
has entered into a currently valid contract with a | ocal departnent of
soci al services.

(b) Every local departnment of social services shall provide to the
child protective service information available to the |ocal departnent
which is relevant to the investigation of a report of child abuse or
mal treatment or to the provision of protective services, where the
confidentiality of such information is not expressly protected by | aw.

(c) The child protective service shall have a sufficient staff of
sufficient qualifications to fulfill the purposes of this title and be
organi zed in such a way as to nmaximze the continuity of responsibility,
care and service of individual workers toward individual children and
famlies. A social services district shall have flexibility in assigning
staff to the child protective service provided that each staff assigned
to such service has the staff qualifications and has received the
training required by the departnment regul ations promul gated pursuant to
subdi vi sions four and five of section four hundred twenty-one of this
title.

(d) Consistent with appropriate collective bargai ni ng agreenents and
applicable provisions of the civil service |aw, every child protective
service shall establish a procedure to review and eval uate the
backgrounds of and infornmation supplied by all applicants for
enpl oyment. Such procedures shall include but not be limted to the
followi ng requirenents: that the applicant set forth his or her
enpl oynent history, provide personal and enpl oynent references and
rel evant experiential and educational information, and sign a sworn
statenent indicating whether the applicant, to the best of his or her
know edge, has ever been convicted of a crime in this state or any ot her
jurisdiction.



(e) For purposes of this title, a child protective service shal
include an Indian tribe that has entered into an agreenent with the
departnment pursuant to section thirty-nine of this chapter to provide
child protective services to Indians residing upon the tribe's
reservation in the state. Notw thstanding any other provision of |aw,
for the purposes of this title, a social services district or a |ocal
department of social services shall include an Indian tribe that has
entered into an agreenent with the departnent pursuant to section
thirty-nine of this chapter to provide child protective services. Such
Indian tribe shall only be considered a child protective service while
such an agreenent is in effect.

2. Any other provision of |Iaw notw thstanding, but consistent with
subdi vision (1) of this section, the child protective service, based
upon the | ocal plan of services as provided in subdivision (3) of this
section, may purchase and utilize the services of any appropriate public
or voluntary agency including a society for the prevention of cruelty to
chil dren. \Wen services are purchased by the | ocal departnent pursuant
to this section and title, they shall be reinbursed by the state to the
locality in the sane manner and to the sanme extent as if the services
were provided directly by the | ocal departnent.

3. (a) Each social services district shall prepare and submt to the
commi ssioner, after consultation with | ocal |aw enforcenent agencies,
the fam |y court and appropriate public or voluntary agencies including
societies for the prevention of cruelty to children and after a public
hearing, a district-wi de plan, as prescribed by the comm ssioner, for
the provision of child protective services which shall be a conponent of
the district's nulti-year consolidated services plan. This plan shal
describe the district's inplenmentation of this title including the
organi zation, staffing, node of operations and financing of the child
protective service as well as the provisions made for purchase of
service and inter-agency relations. Conmencing the year follow ng
preparation of a multi-year consolidated services plan, each | ocal
district shall prepare annual inplenentation reports including
information related to its child protective services plan. The soci al
services district shall submt the child protective services plan to the



departnment as a conponent of its multi-year consolidated services plan
and subsequent thereto as a conponent of its annual inplenmentation
reports and the departnent shall review and approve or di sapprove the
proposed plan and reports in accordance with the procedures set forth in
section thirty-four-a of this chapter.

4. As used in this section, "service" or "services" shall include the
coordi nating and nonitoring of the activities of appropriate public or
vol untary agencies utilized in the |ocal plan.

5. In accordance with the provisions of subdivisions one and two of
this section, a |ocal departnent of social services nay submt to the
departnment a plan for a special programfor the purpose of (a) ensuring
the delivery of services to children and their famlies by arranging for
t he purchase and utilization of the service of any appropriate public or
vol untary agency to provide rehabilitative services to at |east the
majority of children and famlies assisted by the child protective
service; and (b) strengthening the nonitoring role of the child
protective service.

Such program shall al so include provisions for the training of
enpl oyees of public and private agencies assigned functions of the child
protective service, in the duties and responsibilities of the child
protective service and in the provision of services to children and
famlies, pursuant to this title. The departnment shall approve such a
plan in not nore than six social services districts upon satisfactory
denonstration that a | ocal department of social services wll
effectively discharge all responsibilities required by this title. Any
such plan nust be subnmitted to the departnent as part of the nmulti-year
services plan required pursuant to section thirty-four-a of this chapter
and, if approved, shall be operative for a period not to exceed three
years. The departnent shall contract with an individual, partnership,
corporation, institution or other organi zation for the performnce of a
conprehensi ve eval uation of the effectiveness of the inplenentation of
such plans. A report of such evaluations shall be submtted by the
departnment to the governor and the |egislature by January first,
ni net een hundred ninety. Nothing in this subdivision shall be deened to



relieve a child protective service fromany responsibilities assigned to
it by this title.

6. A social services district may establish a multidisciplinary
i nvestigative teamor teanms and may establish or work as part of a child
advocacy center established pursuant to section four hundred
twenty-three-a of this title, at a local or regional level, for the
pur pose of investigating reports of suspected child abuse or
mal treat ment. The social services district shall have discretion with
regard to the category or categories of suspected child abuse or
mal treat ment such teamor teans may investigate, provided, however, the
soci al services district shall place particul ar enphasis on cases
i nvol ving the abuse of a child as described in paragraph (i), (ii) or
(iii) of subdivision (e) of section one thousand twelve of the famly
court act, sexual abuse of a child or the death of a child. Menbers of
mul tidisciplinary teans shall include but not be limted to
representatives fromthe foll ow ng agencies: child protective services,
| aw enforcenent, district attorney's office, physician or nedical
provider trained in forensic pediatrics, nmental health professionals,
vi cti m advocacy personnel and, if one exists, a child advocacy center.
Menbers of the nmultidisciplinary teamprimarily responsible for the
i nvestigation of child abuse reports, including child protective
services, |aw enforcenent and district attorney's office, shal
participate in joint interviews and conduct investigative functions
consistent with the m ssion of the particul ar agency nenber involved. It
shall not be required that nenbers of a nultidisciplinary team not
responsi bl e for the investigation of reports participate in every
i nvestigation. Such other nenbers shall provide victimadvocacy,
enotional support, and access to nedical and nental health care, where
applicable. Al nenbers, consistent with their respective agency
m ssions, shall facilitate efficient delivery of services to victins and
appropriate disposition of cases through the crimnal justice system
and/or the famly court systemin a collaborative manner, however,
non-i nvestigative team nenbers shall note their specific role in the
team for reports covered under this title. Notw thstanding any ot her
provision of lawto the contrary, nenbers of a nultidisciplinary
i nvestigative teamor a child advocacy center nmay share with other team



menbers client-identifiable information concerning the child or the
child's famly to facilitate the investigation of suspected child abuse
or maltreatment. Nothing in this subdivision shall preclude the creation
of multidisciplinary teanms or child advocacy centers which include nore
t han one social services district. Each team shall develop a witten
protocol for investigation of child abuse and naltreatnment cases and for
i nterview ng child abuse and maltreatnent victinms. The social services
district is encouraged to train each team nmenber in risk assessnent,

i ndicators of child abuse and nmal treatnment, and appropriate interview

t echni ques.



