8 410-u. Establishnent of block grant for child care. 1. The
departnment shall establish a state block grant for child care conprised
of all of the federal funds appropriated for child care under title IV-A
of the federal social security act and under the federal child care and
devel opnment bl ock grant act and any additional federal funds that the
state chooses to transfer fromthe federal fam |y assistance to needy
famlies block grant to the child care and devel opnent bl ock grant plus
any state funds appropriated for the provision by social services
districts of child care assistance to famlies in receipt of famly
assi stance and other |low incone famlies and for activities to increase
the availability and/or quality of child care prograns.

2. The state block grant for child care shall be divided into two
parts pursuant to a plan devel oped by the departnment and approved by the
director of the budget. One part shall be retained by the state to
provide child care on a statewi de basis to special groups and for
activities to increase the availability and/or quality of child care
prograns, including, but not limted to, the start-up of child care
prograns, the operation of child care resource and referral prograns,
training activities, the regulation and nonitoring of child care
prograns, the devel opnent of conputerized data systens, and consumner
education, provided however, that child care resource and referra
prograns funded under title five-B of article six of this chapter shal
nmeet additional perfornmance standards devel oped by the departnent of
social services including but not limted to: increasing the nunber of
child care placenents for persons who are at or bel ow ei ghty-five
percent of the state nedian inconme, with enphasis on placenents
supporting local efforts in neeting federal and state work participation
requi renents, increasing technical assistance to all nodalities of |egal
child care to persons who are at or bel ow eighty-five percent of the
state nedi an inconme, including the provision of training to assi st
providers in neeting child care standards or regulatory requirenents,
and creating new child care opportunities, and assisting social services
districts in assessing and responding to child care needs for persons at
or bel ow eighty-five percent of the state medi an i ncome. The depart nent
shall have the authority to withhold funds fromthose agenci es which do
not neet perfornmance standards. Agenci es whose funds are wthheld may



have funds restored upon achi eving performance standards. The other part
shall be allocated to social services districts to provide child care
assistance to famlies receiving famly assistance and to other | ow
income famlies.

3. Notwi thstanding any other provision of |aw, expenditures of funds
fromthe block grant shall be governed by this title.



