8§ 409-f. Uniformcase recording. 1. Wth respect to each child
descri bed in subdivision one of section four hundred nine-e of this
title, the social services district shall establish and maintain a
uni form case record, consisting of the assessnent, the fam |y service
pl an, descriptions of care, maintenance or services provided to such
child and fam |y and the dates provided, essential data relating to the
identification and history of such child and famly, all official
docunents and records of any judicial or adm nistrative proceedi ngs
relating to the district's contact with the child and famly, and such
ot her records as the departnent nmay by regulation require to adequately
revi ew case managenent by the districts. The departnent shall by
regul ati on specify the format and contents of the uniform case record.
Such regul ation shall be devel oped in consultation with public and
vol untary aut hori zed agencies, citizens' groups and concerned
i ndi vi dual s and organi zations, including the state council on children
and famlies. The uniform case record shall be nmintai ned by the
district in a manner consistent with the confidential nature of such
records and shall be made avail able in accordance with applicable
provi sions of |law. Wien a hearing has been requested in accordance with
section twenty-two of this chapter, a copy of the portions of the record
rel evant to the hearing shall also be made available to the child's
parent or guardi an, counsel for the parent or guardian, and, if
participating in the hearing, the child s attorney.

2. Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provision of [aw, uniformcase record
i nformati on governed by this section nmay be rel eased by the departnent,
soci al services district or other provider of child welfare services to
a person, agency or organi zation for purposes of a bona fide research
project. Identifying information shall not be nade avail abl e, however,
unless it is absolutely essential to the research purpose and the
departnment gives prior approval. Information rel eased pursuant to this
subdi vi si on shall not be re-disclosed except as otherw se permtted by
| aw and upon the approval of the departnent.

3. (a) Notwi thstanding any inconsistent provision of lawto the
contrary, records relating to children pursuant to this section shall be
made avail able to officers and enpl oyees of the state conptroller or of



the city conptroller of the city of New York, or of the county officer
desi gnated byl aw or charter to performthe auditing function in any
county not wholly contained within a city, for purposes of a duly
aut hori zed performance audit; provided, however, that such conptroller
or officer shall have certified to the keeper of such records that he or
she has instituted procedures devel oped in consultation with the
departnment to limt access to client-identifiable information to persons
requiring such information for purposes of the audit, that such persons
shall not use such information in any way except for purposes of the
audit and that appropriate controls and prohibitions are inposed on the
di ssem nation of client-identifiable information obtained in the conduct
of the audit. Information pertaining to the substance or content of any
psychol ogi cal , psychiatric, therapeutic, clinical or nedical reports,
eval uations or like materials or information pertaining to such child or
the child' s famly shall not be nade available to such officers and
enpl oyees unl ess di sclosure of such information is absolutely essenti al
to the specific audit activity and the departnent gives prior witten
approval .

(b) Any failure to maintain the confidentiality of client-identifiable
i nformati on shall subject such conptroller or officer to denial of any
further access to records until such tine as the audit agency has
reviewed its procedures concerning controls and prohibitions inposed on
t he di ssem nation of such information and has taken all reasonabl e and
appropriate steps to elimnate such | apses in maintaining
confidentiality to the satisfaction of the departnent. The depart nent
shal | establish the grounds for denial of access to records contained
under this section and shall reconmend as necessary a plan of
renedi ation to the audit agency. Except as provided in this section,
not hing in this subdivision shall be construed as limting the powers of
such conptroller or officer to access records which he is otherw se
authorized to audit or obtain under any other applicable provision of
| aw. Any person given access to information pursuant to this subdivision
who rel eases data or infornmation to persons or agencies not authorized
to receive such information shall be guilty of a class A m sdeneanor



