8§ 409-e. Famly service plan. 1. Wth respect to each child who is
identified by a local social services district as being considered for
pl acenment in foster care as defined in section one thousand ei ghty-seven
of the famly court act by a social services district, such district,
within thirty days fromthe date of such identification, shall perform
an assessnment of the child and his or her famly circunstances. Were a
child has been renoved fromhis or her hone, within thirty days of such
renoval the local social services district shall performan assessnent
of the child and his or her fam |y circunstances, or update any
assessnent perfornmed when the child was considered for placenment. Any
assessnent shall be in accordance with such uniform procedures and
criteria as the office of children and fam |y services shall by
regul ati on prescribe. Such assessnent shall include the foll ow ng:

(a) a statenment of the specific imediate probl ens which appear to
require some intervention by the social services officials;

(b) a description of the long termfamly relationships, an assessnent
of trends in the stability of the famly unit, and of the |ikelihood
that specific preventive services will increase famly stabilization
sufficiently to prevent placenent or to reduce the duration of a
necessary pl acenent;

(c) an estinmate of the tine period necessary to aneliorate the
conditions leading to a need for placenent, and a description of any
i mmedi ate actions that have been taken or nust be taken during or
i mmedi ately after the conclusion of the assessnent; and

(d) where placenment in foster care is determ ned necessary, the
reasonabl e efforts made to prevent or elimnate the need for placenent
or the reason such efforts were not nade, the kind and | evel of
pl acenment and the reasons therefor, whether the child will be placed
with the child s siblings and hal f-siblings and, if not, the reasons
therefor and the arrangenents nade for contact between the siblings and
hal f-si blings, identification of all available placenent alternatives
and the specific reasons why they were rejected, an estinate of the
anticipated duration of placenent, and plan for term nation of services
under appropriate circunstances, with specific explanation of the
reasons for such term nation plan

2. Upon conpl etion of any assessnment provided for in subdivision one



of this section, and not later than thirty days after placenent of a
child in foster care pursuant to article three or seven of the famly
court act or not later than thirty days after a child is renoved from
his or her hone, the |ocal social services district shall establish or
update and naintain a fam|ly service plan based on the assessnent

requi red by subdivision one of this section. The plan shall be prepared
in consultation with the child' s parent or guardi an, unless such person
is unavailable or unwilling to participate, or such participation would
be harnful to the child, and with the child if the child is ten years of
age or ol der, and, where appropriate, with the child' s siblings. Such
consultation shall be done in person, unless such a neeting is

i mpracticable or would be harnful to the child. If it is inpracticable
to hold such consultation in person, such consultation may be done

t hrough the use of technol ogy, including but not limted to,

vi deoconf erenci ng and tel econference technology. If the parent is

i ncarcerated or residing in a residential drug treatnent facility, the
plan shall reflect the special circunstances and needs of the child and
the famly. The plan shall include at |east the foll ow ng:

(a) time franes for periodic reassessnent of the care and nai nt enance
needs of each child and the manner in which such reassessnents are to be
acconpl i shed;

(b) short term internediate and | ong range goals for the child and
famly and actions planned to neet the need of the child and fam |y and
each goal

(c) identification of necessary and appropriate services and
assistance to the child and nenbers of the child's famly. The services
so identified shall, before being included in the famly service plan,
be assessed to deternmine the projected effectiveness of such plan
including but not limted to the foll owi ng considerations:

(i) the famly's concurrence with the plan;

(ii) the ability and notivation of the famly to access services,

i ncl udi ng geographic accessibility;

(iii) the relatedness of the services to the famly's needs and its
soci o-econoni ¢ and cul tural circunstances; and

(iv) other factors which may inpact upon the effectiveness of such
plan. The service plan shall also describe the availability of such
services and the manner in which they are to be provided;



(d) any alternative plans for services where specific services are not
avail abl e, and any vi able options for services considered during the
pl anni ng process;

(e) where placenent in foster care is determ ned necessary,
specification of the reasons for such determ nation, the kind and |evel
of placenent, any avail able placenent alternatives, an estimte of the
anticipated duration of placenent, and plan for term nation of services
under appropriate circunstances.

3. The plan shall be reviewed and revised, in accordance with the
procedures and standards in subdivision two of this section, at |east
within the first ninety days following the date the child was first
considered for placenent in foster care, and, if the child has been
placed in foster care pursuant to article three or seven of the fanmly
court act or renoved fromhis or her honme, within the first ninety days
followi ng the date of placenment or renoval. The plan shall be further
reviewed and revised not |later than one hundred twenty days fromthis
initial review and at | east every six nonths thereafter; provided,
however, that if a sibling or half-sibling of the child has previously
been consi dered for placenment or renoved fromthe home, the plan shal
be further reviewed and revised on the schedul e established for the
famly based on the earliest of those events. Such revisions shal
i ndicate the types, dates and sources of services that have actually
been provi ded and an eval uation of the efficacy of such services, and
any necessary or desirable revisions in goals or planned services. The
review and revision of the plan shall be prepared in consultation with
the child s parent or guardian, unless such person is unavail able or
unwi I ling to participate, or such participation would be harnful to the
child, and with the child if the child is ten years of age or ol der,
and, where appropriate, with the child s siblings. Such consultation
shall be done in person, unless such a neeting is inpracticable or would
be harnful to the child. If it is inpracticable to hold such
consultation in person, such consultation may be done through the use of
t echnol ogy, including but not limted to, videoconferencing and
t el econference technol ogy.

4. In accordance with regul ati ons of the departnment, relevant portions



of the assessnent of the child and fam |y circunstances, including but
not limted to the material described in paragraph (d) of subdivision
one of this section, and a conplete copy of the famly service plan,
establ i shed pursuant to subdivisions one and two, respectively, of this
section shall be given to the child s parent or guardi an, counsel for
such parent or guardian, and the child' s attorney, if any, within ten
days of preparation of any such plan.

5. The famly service plan developed in regard to a child in foster
care pursuant to this section shall include the pernmanency plan provided
to the court in accordance with the famly court act and this chapter.

6. Nothing in this section shall require a social services district to
conpl ete an assessnent or service plan for a child who is in the custody
of the office of children and famly services, unless the child is al so
in the care and custody or custody and guardi anshi p of the comm ssi oner
of the social services district.



