8§ 409-d. District-wide child welfare services plan. 1. Each soci al
services district shall prepare and submt to the departnent, in such
form and manner and tinmes as the departnent shall by regulation require,
a district-wide child welfare services plan which shall be a conponent
of the district's nmulti-year consolidated services plan setting forth:
the child wel fare services needs of children and famlies for whomthe
social services district is or may be responsible; historic program and
fiscal trends of the district in the |level of care, maintenance and
services provided to children and their famlies, including but not
limted to expenditure trends, children and famlies served and costs of
services provided; an assessnent of projected programand fiscal
requirenents of the district in nmeeting identified needs in the next
state fiscal year; and a description of the resources known to be
available or likely to becone available to neet those needs. Conmenci ng
the year follow ng preparation of a multi-year consolidated services
pl an, each social services district shall prepare an annual
i npl ementation report related to its child welfare services plan. As
used in this section "services" shall nmean and include preventive
services, foster care mai ntenance and servi ces, and adoption services.
Such regul ations shall include but need not be |imted to criteria and
met hodol ogy for determning child welfare services needs and the
adequacy of the resources known to be available or likely to becone
avai l abl e to neet those needs.

2. The child wel fare services plan and annual inplenentation reports
shal | be devel oped by the district in consultation with other governnent
agenci es concerned with the welfare of children residing in the
district, authorized agencies, and other concerned i ndividuals and
organi zations. The plan as submtted to the departnent for approval and
as approved by the departnent shall be made avail able to such agenci es,
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons upon request.

3. (a) Each social services district shall submt its child welfare
services plan and annual inplenentation reports pertaining to this plan
to the departnment as a conponent of the multi-year consolidated services
pl an and subsequent annual inplenmentation reports and the depart nent
shal |l review and approve or di sapprove the proposed plan in accordance



with the procedures set forth in section thirty-four-a of this chapter.

(b) Such plan shall not be approved unl ess:

(i) it conplies with the provisions of this section;

(ii) it denonstrates that child welfare services included in the plan
are appropriate to neet the assessed needs of the children and famlies
for whom the social services district is or may be responsi bl e;

(iii) it is consistent with applicable provisions of this chapter and
regul ati ons of the departnment pronul gated thereunder; and

(iv) it isin the format and includes such standardi zed information
and data as nay be required by the departnent to effectively evaluate
such pl ans.



