§ 372-f. Statew de adoption service. 1. There shall be established by
the departnent either directly or through purchase a statew de adoption
service which shall serve all authorized agencies in the state as a
means of recruiting adoptive famlies for children who have been legally
freed for adoption but have renmamined in foster care for a period of
three nonths or nore. Such period in foster care shall include any
period of foster care immedi ately preceding the date on which the child
was legally freed for adoption. The service shall provide descriptions
and phot ographs of such children, and shall al so provide any ot her
i nformati on deened useful in the recruitnent of adoptive famlies for
each such child. The service shall be updated nonthly.

2. The service may be organi zed on a regional basis, but shall be
provided to all authorized child caring agencies and in accordance with
the regul ations of the departnent, to all appropriate citizen groups and
ot her organi zations and associations interested in children's services.

3. The departnent shall pronul gate regul ati ons governing the
operations of the adoption service.

4. (a) Except as set forth in paragraph (b) of this subdivision, each
aut hori zed agency shall refer to the adoption service, acconpani ed by a
phot ograph and description, as shall be required by departnental
regul ati ons, each child in its care who has been legally freed for
adopti on and who has been in foster care for the period specified in
subdi vi sion one of this section and for whom no adoptive home has been
found. If the child is fourteen years or older and will not consent to
his or her adoption, such child need not be listed on the service. Such
children's nanmes shall be forwarded to the departnent by the authorized
agency, with reference to the specific reason by which the child was not
pl aced on the service. The departnent shall establish procedures for
periodic review of the status of such children. If the departnent
determ nes that adoption would be appropriate for a child not |isted
with the service, the agency shall forthwith list the child. Each
aut hori zed agency may voluntarily refer any child who has been legally
freed for adoption. In addition, upon referral of a child by an
aut hori zed agency, the departnment nay deternmine that the listing of a



child with the service is not in the child' s best interest where: the
child has been placed with a relative within the third degree of
consanguinity of the parents of the child and the child does not have a
per manency goal of adoption, or the child is not enotionally prepared
for an adoptive placenent. Any child who is not |isted based on one of
these factors and who is not placed in an adoptive placenment within six
nonths of referral to the departnment nust be listed with the service at
the end of the six nonth period in accordance with regul ati ons of the
department except where the child is placed with a relative within the
third degree of consanguinity of the parents of the child, in which case
the departnent nmay determ ne that the listing continues to be contrary
to the child s best interests. The departnent shall establish procedures
for the periodic review of the status of such children.

(b) An authorized agency shall not refer to the adoption service a
child in its care who has been legally freed for adoption when the child
has been placed with a foster parent who has expressed, in witing, an
interest in adopting the child; provided, however, that such child shal
be referred to the adoption service in accordance with paragraph (a) of
t hi s subdivision where the foster parent has withdrawn interest in
adopting the child or has been di sapproved as an adoptive resource for
the child. An authorized agency shall not refer to the adoption service
achildin its care who has been legally freed for adopti on where the
agency has identified two or nore potential placenents for the child;
provi ded, however, that such child shall be referred to the adoption
service in accordance with paragraph (a) of this subdivision when such
child has not been placed into an adoptive hone within nine nonths of
havi ng been freed for adoption.



