8§ 365-e. Optional or continued nenmbership in entities offering
conprehensi ve health services plans. 1. In accordance with applicable
federal requirenents and subject to the approval of the comm ssioner and
the director of the budget, a district shall offer to persons eligible
for nedical assistance the option of nenbership in any health
mai nt enance organi zation or other entity which is certified under
article forty-four of the public health Iaw or |icensed pursuant to
article nine-C of the insurance | aw or otherw se authorized by | aw, and
whi ch of fers conprehensive health services plans to persons residing
within the social services district unless granted a wai ver by the
commi ssi oner on the grounds that the organization or entity is not
geographi cally accessible so as to provide nedical assistance to
eligible recipients who reside within the district or that the per
reci pient capitation rate is above the expected average per recipient
fee-for-service cost within the local district or that the health
mai nt enance organi zation or other entity refuses to enter into a
contract with the district.

2. Not hwi t hst andi ng any i nconsi stent provision of |aw, persons who,
prior to beconmng eligible for nedical assistance, are enrolled in a
heal t h mai nt enance organi zati on or other entity offering a conprehensive
heal th services plan shall be offered the option of continuing that
enrol | nent.

3. The comm ssioner shall offer to social services districts such
techni cal assistance as may be appropriate to assist in the devel opnent
of contracts between the districts and such entities.



